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READER, 


Hatever apologies this beok has formerly been 
; prefaced with, (as to the manner in which 
many lines in it are written), ſhall be here altogether 
dtopt and foiborn. I now diſmiſs it as it is, under 
the conduct of divine providence, to take its hazard 
in the world; fince it has already ſerved its appren · 
ticeſhip under feveral impreſſions, and gone both 
through kind and hard uſage, through good report 


and bad report. It never promiſed much to them 


that ſeek nothing but pleaſure and ſatisfaction to 
their fancy; but I have heard, that it has done ſome 
ſervice (and I hope, through the bleſſing of Heaven, 
it may yet do more) to them that ſeek profit and 
edification to their fouls. 

The late edition of this book at London, being 
more full and complete than any that was former 
emitted, it is fit here to acquaint the reader, that 
this is printed exactly off the London copy, without 
any material addition or alteration, except in the 
3d part of the book, and part 6. chap. 2. ſect. 1. that 
come under the name of Riddles or myſteries, which 
(becauſe there were feveral demands in this country 
for a new edition) I thought fit to confirm by ſcrip- 
ture-texts cited at the bottom of the page, for the 
benefit of thoſe that are weak in knowledge, and un- 
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acquainted with the ſcripture v. I have directed 
them by a letter of the alphabet, at every branch of 
the ſentence that is either ſeemingly or really oppo- 
ſite to the other, unto ſome ſcriptural text, one or 
more, for evincing the truth thereof: by which 
means the weakeſt that is willing, may come to un- 
derſtand the moſt difficult paradox or myſtery men- 
tioned in this work; at leaſt fo far as to ſee, that e- 
very part of it is founded on the word of God, ei- 
ther directly, or by plain and neceſſary conſequence. 

Only this general rule is to be obſerved, namely, 
That the reader always conſider what is the ſubject 
treated in every ſection or ſtanza; and this, for the 
ſake of the more illiterate, I ſhall illuſtrate by two 
examples, the one concerning the law, the other 
concerning the believer. 


The former you ſee, p. 182. where it is ſaid, 


Pm nat oblig'd to keep it more, ? 
Tet more oblig'd than er before. 


Here you are to remark, that as the ſubject ſpoke 
of, is the law; fo the law in ſcripture is conſidered 
two ways, viz. both as a covenant of works, and as 
a rule of duty. Now, that the believer is under no 
obligation to the law as it is a covenant of works, 
or to perform obedience to it as a ground of juſtifi- 
cation, (which is alſo the ſubject treated in that ſec» 
tion), is confirmed in the foot-notes. by the follows 
ing ſcriptures, (to which you are directed by the let- 


ter (5), Rom. vi. 14. Gal. v. 1.—4. Where you may 


\ ſee believers ate ſaid to be not under the law, but un- 
der grace: and exhorted to land faſt in the liberty 
wherewith Chriſt hath made them free ; and aſſured, 
that Chrift is become of no effect to them, whoſoever 
of them are juſtified by the law ; they are fallen from 
grace. Again, that the believer is under more obli- 
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pn than ever before he was juſtified, to yield o- 
ence to the law as it is a rule of life, (which is 
the other branch of that paradox), is confirmed by 
theſe following texts of ſcripture, (to which you are 
directed by the letter (), Rom. vi. 1. 2. 15. where 


it is ſaid, Shall we continue in fin, that grace may 
abound? Ged forbid : how [ball we that are dead to ſin, 


live any longer therein? What then ? ſhall we fin, 
becauſe we are not under the law, but under grace ? 
God forbid. From which texts, together with their 
contexts, it is evident, that the believer's freedom 
from the law as a covenant, does not at all free him 
from obligation to it as a rule, but ſuperadds to the 
natural obligation, that of grace, which both argu- 
mentatively and effectively teaches what the law does 
authoritatively and preceptively, namely, fo deny 
ungodlineſs and worldly lufls, and to live foberly, righ- 
teouſly, and goilh, in this preſent world, Tit. ii. 11. 12. 


The other example I adduce, you. may read, 
Page 240. waere the words are, 


To good and evil equal bent, 
I'm both a devil and a faint. 


Here the reader may notice, that the ſubjeQ ſpoken 


of, is the believ er, Or the ſaint's old and new man de- 


ſcribed, (which is part of the title of that ſection), - 


or conſidered as to his regenerate and unregenerate 
part; in which view he is frequently ſpoke of in 
ſcripture 3 ex. gr. 1 John iii. 6. 9. it is ſaid of the 


believer, or the perfort born of God, that he /enneth- 


not, and that he cannot ſin, becauſe be is born of Gol: 
there he is ipoken of as to his new nature, or rege- 
nerate part. But 1 John i. 8. the words are, ue 


fay that we have no ſin, we deceive ourſelves, an: th 


truth is not in us : where the apoſtle ſpe aks of belie- 

vers unregenerate and . apt part. Nou rius be- 

ing the ſcriptutal reprefſcurution of the believer, the. 
". "Þ 
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fore ſaid paradox is eaſily proven from 

The firft branch is, That he is equally bent to 
good and to evil. For the proof of this, you are 
directed in the foot-note to Rom. vii. 21. where the 
apoſtle Paul, ſpeaking both of his corrupt and re- 
newed part, ſays, 7 find a law, that when I would 
do good, evil is preſent with me. And if you read 
the preceding and following context, you will find 
him complaining how corruption bends him as far 
one way as grace another. | 

The other part of the fame paradox is; That the 
believer i is on theſe accounts both a devil and a ſaint. 
Now, that the believer is by nature and corruption 
a devil, is one branch of this poſition here to be con- 
firmed, That he is ſo by nature, is proven by the 
following ſcriptures i in the forecited page at the —_ 


tom, John vi. 70. and viii. 44. compared; where 


Chriſt ſpeaking of ſome that were in a natural ſtate, 
viz. of Judas and the Jews, diſcovers what is the 
ſtate of all men by nature, that they are of their fa- 
ther the devil, fince the lujts of their father they will 


dio, and therefore may be called devils, as our Lord 
calls Judas, ſaying, / bave choſen you twelut, and one 


of you is a devil. And ſuch are believers alſo natu- 
rally, as deſcendents of the firſt Adam, being children 
of diſobedience, and children of wrath by nature, even 


at others, Eph. ii. 2. 3. And that the believer is fo, 


not only by nature, but alſo by reaſon of remaining 
corruption, is proven at the foot of the ſame page, 
from James iii. 15. where that apoſtle ſpeaking of 
ſtrife and envy, that may be even among the chil- 
dren of God, (which indeed has too much taken place 
in all ages), fays, This wiſdom deſcendeth not from a- 
bove, but is earthly, ſenſual, deviliſh. Again, that 


though the believer be by nature and corruption a de- 


vil, yet he is by grace and regeneration a faint, i is do- 
cumented alſo in the ſame page from 1 Cor. vi. 11. 
Such were ſeme jeu: but ye are ſanctiied, &. 
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In this manner you may go over all the teſt of the 
radoxes, riddles, or 'myſteries, contained in this 
k, and find them evidently confirmed by the 
ſcriptures of truth, the word of God. This might 
de no unprofitable exerciſe, but tend to lead you in 
to the true knowledge of the goſpel, to which my- 
ſteries are fo effential,” that it is dehgned by them, 
and called the wiſdom of Ged in a myſtery, 1 Cor. it. 
7. and the knowledge of which is ſo eſſential to 


Chriſtianity, and ſo abſolutely neceffary to ſalvation, 


that the ſame apoſtle declares, that if our goſpel be 
hid, it is hid to them that are loft : in whim the god 
of this world hath blinded the minds of them which 

believe not, leſt the light of the glerius goſpel of Chriſt, 
. who is the image of God, ſhould juine unto them. 


Again, if you ſearch the ſcriptures, you will ſee 
many mote proofs for every point than have ad- 
duced, and perhaps many much more appoſite; fer 
theſe only are ſet down at the bottom of the 
that firſt occurred to me: yet I ſuppoſe, though 
ſometimes but one, and fometimes more ſcriptures 
arc pointed out, they are ſuch as ſufficiently confirm 
the poſitions they relate to. But that other ſerip- 
tures might have been adduced in plenty, I ſhall 
give one inſlance in the paradox juſt now mention» | 
ed, viz. That every believer while in this world, is 
both a devil and a ſaint. The latter clauſe is what 
none will deny, namely, That every true believer 
is a faint; for turther proof of which, you might 
ſee Acts xv. 9. and xxvi. 18. &c. But becauſe the 
firſt clauſe may ſeem more harſh, it may by ſcrip- 
ture be alſo further evinced two ways: ½, In teſpect 
of the daily commiſſion of fn he has to challenge 
himſelt with; for the ſcripture ſays, Eecl. vii. 20. 
| There is not a juſt man upon earth, that doth good, 

end ſinueth nct. And with this compare 1 John 
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iii. 8. He that committeth fin, is of the devil. 
Hence it is plain, there is not a juſt man upon earth, 
but may, in reſpect of the commiſſion of fin, be call- 
ed a . 2dly, In reſpeQ of prevalent tempta- 
tions, by which he may be hurried into thoſe things 
that ſavour not of Cod, but of men on which ac- 
count Chriſt ſays to Peter, Matth. xvi. 23. Cet thee 
behind me, Satan. 'And if Chriſt calls Peter a devil, 
whom he had deſcribed as a faint of the firſt magni- 
tude, ver. 17. one divinely bleſſed and enlightened ;. 
what occaſion may every believer have to call bim- 
ſelf a devil! Yea, it is a part of his faith and ſanctity, 
to ſee and acknowledge with ſhame before the Lord 
his own deviliſh and deſperately wicked heart and 
nature; which a blind, ſelf conceited world are ig 
norant of, being neither acquainted with themſelves, 
nor with God and his word. However, ſo it is, that 
the more any ſhall ſearch the ſcripture, the more I 
hope will they diſcern, not only by the texts I have 
quoted, but from many others alſo, the truth and 
evidence of every part of this book, however my- 
ſterious ſome pailages of it may ſcem to many. 
Though ſome of theſe lines may want the polite- 
neſs that can pleaſe the curious age, yet, while they 
ſtand firm upon a ſciiptural foundation, none of 
them want authority, and that of the higheſt nature, 
except in the account of mockers, and thoſe (of 
whom there are too many in our day) that are either 
Deiſts, who undervalue the ſcripture, or Atheiſts, 
who deride it : and it is ſadly to be regretted, that 
thoſe peopte are hardened in their wicked principles 
and practices, by ſome that perhaps have a higher 
proteſhon. For I have ſeen two prints, one called 
the Groan, and another the Laugh, wherein ſome 
lines, picked out among others, have been expoſed 
to ridicule : but however ſuch gentlemen may laugh 
at their own ſport, and wickedly divert r 
with ſericus maucrs ſor a time, I fear their laugh- 
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ing will iſſue in weeping for ever; if God, by giving 
them repentance, do not make them grone to pur- - 
pole, for the evidences they thus give of either their 
grievous ignorance of the ſcripture, or their groſs 
profanity, and of their readineſs to yield themſelves 
inſtruments of the devil, to promote the Atheiſtical 
ſpirit of the age, which is bent enough (without 
any ſuch provocations). to laugh at every thing ſe · 
rious, ſacred, and ſcriptural. This is fo palpable, 
without my obſervation upon it, and fo ſelf-evident 
to all that fear God, and have had the patience to 
read ſuch prints, that I would not have thought 
them worth my noticing ſo far, as to make this bare 
mention of them, had not Providence put the pen 


in my hand to preface this edition, wherein ſcriptu= 
ral proofs are added to that part of the book. 


Reader, It gives me fatisfation enough to under- 
ſtand, that this book has already been uſeful and 
_ edifying to ſome, however it is enter taĩned by others. 
The goſpel itſelf is to ſome the favour of bife, to 
others the ſaveur of death ; to ſome wiſdom, to o- 
thers fooliſbneſs : to ſome matter of faith, love, and 
comfort, to others matter of mockery and ſcorn. I 
ſhall be far from thinking it any diſcredit or diſpa- 
ragement to this book, it it meet with the like en- 
tertainment. May the Lord of heaven and earth, 
who over-rules all things, accompany it, in its 
journies abroad ot at home, with his bleſſing to 
many ſouls; and to his care I commend it, in the 
words of a famous Scots poet, upon Pſal. xxxv. 1. 


Rerum ſane Opifex, ades, 
Et patrocinio protege me tuo. 


Which may be adapted to the matter in hand thus 


The truth which hell may criticiſe, = 
Great God, ba near to patronize. 
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The Believer's Eſpouſals. 


Preface, | Pag. 2t 
Wn I. A general account of man's fall in - 
Adam, and the remedy provided 1 in Chrift ; 
and a particular account of man's being natu» 
rally wedded to the law as a covenant of 


i... Fs 5; 22 

. n , The fall of 1b. 
| | Seft. 2. Redemption through Chi, TS 24 
See 3. Man's legal diſpoſition, 26 

Seck. 4. Man's rice attachment to legal terms, or to the 

law as condition of Iife, - 28 


Seck. g. Mens vain attempt to ſeek life by Chriſt's righteouC. 


neſs, joined with their own; and legal hopes natural to all, 30 


Chap. 1 The menncy of 8 dener divorce from 
the law in a work of humiliation, and of his. 

marriage to the Lord Jeſus Chrift ; or, The 
way how a finner comes to be a believer, 34 


Sed. 1. Of a law-work, and the workings of legal pride 
under it, 10 
Sect. 2. conviction of ſin and wrath carried on _— 

deeply and effectuall wy on the heart, 

Seck. 3. The deeply humbled foul relieved with ſome ey 
ving diſcoveries of c the Redeemer, 40 
ect. 4. The workings of the Spirit of faith, in ſeparating 
the heart from all ſelf right eſs, and drawing out its 
conſent to, and deſire after Chriſt alone _ — 43 
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Self. 5. Faith's view of the freedom of cordial re- 
nunciation of all its own n ragged rig righteouſneſs, and formal 
acceptance of and cloſing withthe perſon of — Cbriſt. 45 


4 


Chap. III. The bens of the believer's marriage 


with Chrift, particularly golpel-holineſs, and 
obedience to e law as a rule, 48 


Se, 1. The ſweet ſolemnity of the marriage now over, 
and the ſad eſſects of the remains of a legal ſpirit, 

Seck. 2. Faith's victories over fin and Satan, through new 
and further diſcoveries of Chrsft, making believers more 
fruitful in holineſs, than all other pretenders to works, 

Sf. 3. True faving faith ma ing the law, both as a 
covenant and a rule. Falſe fai — and ruini 

Seek. 4 The believer only, being married to Chri 
Juſtified aud ſanRified; and the more goſpel-freedom | Bs 


the law as a covenant, the more holy conformity to N a2 2 


rule, 35 
Seck. 5. Goſſ S r 
and pure obedience, | * 58 


Chap. IV. A caution to all againſt a 10850 ſpirit, 
eſpecially to thoſe that have a profeſhon with- 
out power, and learning without . 59 


* 


Chap. V. Arguments and encoura ents to 
goſpel-miniſters to avoid a legal ſtrain of doc- 
trine, and endeayour the ſinnet's | rn with 
Chriſt by goſpel- means, + 03 


2 1. A legal ſpirit the root of damnable errors, . 
Sef. 2. A legal of doctrine diſcovered and diſcard- 


ed, 64 

Self. 3. The hurtfulneſs of not proving Chriſt, ad diſ- 

tinguiſiing duly between law and 66 

| HF. 4 Damnable pride and elk ein ri - ITY ſo natural 

* all _ has little need to be — by legal preach» 
KP 3. The goſpel of divine grace the only means of con- 
Ginners ; ＋ * therefore ſhould be preached moſt clear- 

b, mb, and _— 2 70 
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Chap. VI. An exhortation to all that are out of 
Chriſt, in order to their cloſing the match 
with him; containing alſo motives and direc- 


tions, | | 74 


Selk. x. Convittian. offered to finners, efpecially ſuch as 
are wedded ſtrictly to the law, or felf-righteous ; that they 
may ſee their need of Chriſt's righteouſneſs, 75 
Set. 2. Direction given with reference to the right uſe of 
the means, that we reſt not on thefe inſtead of 'Chriſt the 
glorious Huſband, in whom alone our help lies. 78 
Seck. 3. A call to believe in Jeſus Chriſt, with ſome” 5 
at the act and object of faith, 

Set. 4. An vice to ſinners to apply to the fo 
mercy of God, as it is diſcovered . Chriſt, to 1 
hi igheſt honour of juſtice and other divine attributes, i in order 
to further their faith in him unto ſalvation, #4 
Se. 5. The terrible doom of unbelievers that reject the 


8 . „ 
_ R T II. 
The Believer's Fointure.- 93 


Chap. I. Containing the privileges of the belie- 
ver that is eſpouſed to Chriſt _ faith of divine 
operation, 94 


Seb. 1. The believer's Qt beanty, Free arotptante, nod 
full ſecurity, through the imputation of Chriſt's ꝓerfect righ. 

_ _ teovſneſs, though imparted grace be imperfe©, ib. 
Set. 2. Chriſt the believer's friend, prophet, prieſl, king, 
defence, 2 guard, help, = healer, 96 
ect. Chriſt the believer's wonderful phyſician, and 


wealthy fiend, 98 
Set. 4. The believer's fe under the covert of Chriſt's 
atoning blood, and erful interceſhon, 101 

SeR. 5. The believer's faith ad hope encouraged even in 

the darkeſt nights of deſertion and diſtreſs, 103 
Seck. 6. Benefits accruing to believers, from the offices, 

names, natures, and ſcferinys of Chr iſt, 105 


Sekt. 7. Chriſt's ſufferings further improved, and belie- 
vers called to live by faith, both when they have and want 
ſenſible influences, 368 

Sed. 8. Chriſt the believer's enriching treaſure, 10 

Sect. 9 Cmiſt the believer's adorning garment 1:1 


«TA SLE 1 
ect. 10. Chriſt the believer's ſweet nouriſhment, 112 


Chap. II. Containing marks and characters of 
1 believers in Chriſt; together with ſome far- 
ther privileges and grounds of comfort to the 


ſaints, 113 


- eff. 1. Doubting believers called to examine themſelves 
marks drawn from _ =—_ to him _ po 8 

eir view of his glory, ir being empti ſelf-ri 
p teouſneſs, &c. n 2 
Sef. 2. Believers deſcribed from their faith acting by di- 
"I vine aid, and flecing quite out of themſelves to Jeſus l 
Chriſt, 116 | 
Sef. 3. Believers characterized by the objects and purity | 

of their defire, delight, joy, hatred, and love, diſcovering 


n they have the Spirit of Chriſt, 119 
Seit. 4. Believers in Chriſt affe& his counſel, word, ordi- | 
: Nances, appearance, full enjoyment in beaver, and ſweet pre- ; | 
ſence here, | I2z 2 


Se. 5. The true believer's humility, dependence, zeal, 
growth, admiration of free grace, and knowledge of Chriſt's 
voice, a , 123 

Seer. 6. True believers are willing to be tried and exa- 

3 mined. Alſo comforts arifing to them from Chriſt's read 
ſupply, real Sympathy, and relieving names ſuiting their 
needs, . ; 13 
Sef. 7. The believer's experience of Chriſt's comfort- . 
able preſence, or of former comforts, to be improved 
1 for his encouragement and ſupport under darkneſs and hi- 
dings, 128 

Felt. 8. Comfort to believers from the ſtability of the 
promiſe, notwithſtanding heavy chaſtiſements for fin, 131 


b Se8. 9. Comfort to believers from Chriſt's relations, his 
dying love, his glory in heaven, to which he will lead them 

s | through death, and ſupply them with all neceſſaries by the 
way, | | 1 

2 Nes. 10. Comfort to believers from the text, * Mater Fog 

| 2hy Hwusband, inverted thus, Thy Huſband is thy ; and 

I the concluſion of this ſubject, I35 

3 | PART III. 

5 The Believer's Riddle ; or, The Myflery of Faith. 


The preface, ſhewing the aſe and defign of the riddle, and how | 
all fatal errors proceed from ignorance of ſuch myſteries, 139 | 
Seck. 1. The myſtery of the ſaints pedigree, and eſpecial- | 

ly of their relation to _— wonderful perſon, 143 
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Sell. 2. The myſtery of the ſaints life, ſtate, and frame, 751 

Sek. z. Myſteries about the ſaints work and warfare, _ 
ſorrows, and jo 

Set. 4. Myſteries in faith's 83 way and walk, 
. prayers and anſwers, heights and depths, fear and love, 164 

Fett. 5. Myſteries about fleſh and fpirit, liberty and bon- 
dage, life and death, 17s 

$8, 6. The myſtery of free juſtification through Chriſt's 
obedience and ſatis faction, 179 

Set. Ta The myſtery of God the juſtifier ;,and faith juſti- 

im, both in his juſtifying and condemning: or, N 

fai denen and ſelf condemnation, 

Seck. 8. The myſtery of ſanctification imperfect in this life ; ; 
or, The believer doing all, and doing nothing, 193 
Seft. 9. The myſtery of various names given to ſaints; or, 
The fleſh and ſpirit deſcribed from inanimate things, "_ 

tables, and ſenfitives, 
Sf. 10. The myſtery of the ſaints old and new man fur- 


ther deſcribed, and the means of their ſpiritual life, 205 
Sect. 11. The myſtery of Chriſt, his names, natures, and 
offices, 212 
Sef. 12. The myſtery of the believer's mixed ſtate further 
enlarged, and his getting geod ont of evil, 218 
Sect. 13. The myſtery of the ſaints adverſarics and adver- 
fities, 224 


Seft. 14. The myſtery of the believer's pardon and ſecuri- 
ty from revenging wrath, notwithſtanding his ſin's deſert, 229 


Sedt. 15. The myſtery of faith and fight, 236 
Sect. 16. The myſtery of faith and worky, . 239 
And of rewards of g race and cede, 243 
The concluſion, 246 


„ 
The Believer's Lodging. 


A paraphraſe upon Pſal. lxxxiv. 248 
Exerciſe for the believer in his lodging. fourfold, — ox 
1. The holy law; or, The ten commandments, _— 
2- The unholy heart the reverſe of God's law, 256 
3- The glorious goſpel of Chrift the remedy, ib. 
4. The prayer of faith ex emplified, 257 
FAST T, 
The Believer”s Solilequy ; eſpecially in times de- 
ſertion, temptation, affliition, &c. 258 


Sci 1. The deſerted believer longipg for perfect freedom 
from ſin, | ihe 
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Se. 2. The deſerted believer's prayer under complaints 
of unbelief, darkneſs, deadneſs, and hardnefs, 261 
Seck. 3. The believer wading through depths of deſertion 
and corruption, 263 
Sect. 4. The believer's complaint of ſin, forrow, and 
want of love, 265 
Sect. 5. The deſerted ſoul's prayer for the Lord's graci- 
eus and ſin- ſubduing preſence, 268 


Seck. 6. The ſong of heaven defired by ſaints on earth, 26g 


PART VL 
The Believer's Principles. 


Chap. I. Concernia creation and: redemption ; 
or, Some of the principles of the oracles 


of God, 273 
Sec?. x. Of creation.. The firſt chapter of Geneſis com · 
pendized, ib. 
The ſum of creation, 23s: - 
Sect. 2. Of redemption. The myſtery of the Redeemer's 
incarnation ; or, God manifeſted in the fleſh, Raw 


The ſum of redemption, 

Seft. 3- The Redeemer's work; or, Chriſt all in all, 2 
our complete redemption. A goſpel catechiſm for young 
Chriſtians, 277 

Sec. 4. Faith and works both excluded from the matter of 
juſtification before God, that * may appear to be 
only in Ceriſt, 282 


Chap. II. Concerning the lau and the goſpel, 284 


Sect. x. The myſtery of law and goſpel, ib. 
Sect. 2. The difference betyeen the law and the goſpel, 298 
Sect. 3. The harmony between the jaw and the goſpel, 301 
Set. 4. The proper place and ſtation of the law and the 


goſpel, in four paragraphs, 305 
Paragraph 1. The place and ſtation of law and goſpel in 
gene ral, ib. 


Parag. 2. The place and ſtation of law and goſpel in * 
ticular 
Parag. 3. The goſpel no new law; but a joyful ſound of | 


grace and mercy, 312 
Parag. 4. The goſpel forther deſcribed, as a bundle of 
good news and gracious promiſes, 314 
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Chap. mn. Concerning juſtification and ſanFifi- 
cation, their difference and harmony, 317 


ct. 1. The difference between juſtification and ſanctiſiea- 
tion, or righteouſneſs imputed and grace imparted, in up- 
wards of thirty particulars, ib. 
Sec. 2. The harmony between juſtification and ſanQifica- 
tion, — 322 


Chap. IV. Concerning faith and ſenſe, 325 
Seck. 1. Faith and ſenſe natural compared and 22 


ed, | 

2 2. Faith and ſenſe ſpiritual compared and diſtinguiſh- 
n 3 327 
Seer. 3. The harmony and diſcord between faith and ſenſe, 330 
Sed. 4. The valour and victor ies of faith, 331 
Sect. 5. The heights and depths of ſenſe, 333 
Seck. 6. Faith and frames compared, or faith building upon 

ſenſe diſcovered, 33s 


Chap. V. Concerning heaven and earth, 338 


Sect. 1. The work and contention of heaven, i 
Sec. 2. Earth deſpicable, heaven deſirable, 341 


(7 ) 

The foll e the ſecond part of which 

was wrote by Mr EaskIxR, is here inſerted, as a 
17 proper ſubject of Meditation to ſmokers of tobacco. 


1 | 
Pl SMOKING SPpIRITUALIZED, 
2- 
322 IN TWO PARTS. 
be firſt Part being an old Meditation 
by upon ſmoking Tobacco; the ſecond 
- a new Addition to it, or Improve- 
= meat of it. TIM 
332 | 
8 PART I. 
34 1 Indian weed now wither' d quite, 
Though green at noon, cut down at night, 
38 Shows thy decay; | 
p All fleſh 18 hay. 
= Thus think, and ſmoke tobacco. 
The pipe ſo lily-like and weak, 
Does thus thy mortal ſtate beſpeak. - 
Thou art ev'n ſuch, s 
r Gone with a touch, 


Thus think, and ſmoke tobacco. 


And when the ſmoke aſcends on high, 2 
Then thou behold'ſt the vanity 
Of worldly ſtuff; . 

Gone with a puff. 

Thus think, and ſmoke tobacco. 


And when the pipe grows foul within, 
Think on thy ſoul defil'd with fin ; 
For then the fire 
It does require. 
Thus think, and ſmoke tobacco. 
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And ſeeſt the aſhes caſt away; 
Then to thyſelf thou mayeſt ſay, 
That to the duſt 
Return thou muſt. 


Thus think, and ſmoke tobacco, 


PART I. 


Was this ſmall plant for thee cut down? 
So was the Plant of great renownz * 
Which mercy fends | 
For nobler ends. 
Thus think, and ſmoke tobacco. 


Doth j Juice medicinal 2 
From fach a naughty foreign weed ? 
Then what's the pow'r 
Of Jeſſe's flow'r F 
Thus Waal and ſmoke tobacco. 


The promiſe, like the pipe, inlays, 
And * the mouth of faith conveys 
What virtue flows 
From Sharon's Roſe. 
Thus think, and ſmoke tobacco. 


In vain th' unlighted pipe you blow; 
Your pains in outward means are ſo, 
Till heav'nly fire 
Your heart inſpire. 


Thus think, and ſmoke tobacco. 


The ſmoke, like burning incenſe, tow'rs x 
So ſhould a praying heart of yours 

With ardent cries 

Surmount the ſkies. 


Thus think, and lmoke tobacco. 


A PoE M, dedicated to the Reverend 
Mr RAL?H ERSKINE, by a Lady 
in New-England, upon reading his 
Goſpel-Sonnets. 6 4, 


RSKINE, thou bleſſed herald found, 
Till fin's black empire totter to the ground. 
Well haſt thou Sinai's awful flames diſplay'd, - 
And rebels doom before their conſcience laid : 
From fin, from ſelf, from truſt in duty fly, 
Commit thy naked ſoul to Chriſt, or die. 
| Go on and proſper in the name of God, 
Seraphic preacher, through the thorny road; 
The gracious Chrift, thy labours will reward 
His angel bands be thy perpetual guard; 
Though hell's dark regions at the preſent hiſs, 
The God of glory thy ſtrong refuge is. 
Mere moral preachers have no pow'r to charm, 
Thy lines are ſuch my nobler paſſions warm; 
Theſe glorious truths have ſet my ſoul on fire, 
And while I read, I'm love and pure deſire. 
May the black train of errors hatch'd in hell 
No longer on this globe in quiet dwell ; 
May moe like you be rais'd to ſhow their ſhame, 
And call them by their diabolic name. 
Exalt the Lamb in lovely white and red, 
Angels and ſaints his laſting honours ſpread ; 
My trembling ſoul ſhall bear her feeble part, 
*T1s he hath charm'd my foul, and won my heart. 
Bleſs'd be the Father for electing love, | 
Bleſs'd be the Son who does my guilt remove, 
Bleſs'd be the Dove who does his grace apply. 
Oh | may I praiſing live, and praiſing die 


- 
* 
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PART I. 


The BELIEvER's EsPOUSALS. 


A POEM upon 184 14h liv. g. Thy Maker is thy * 
Huſband. ** 5. Thy by 


PREPAC E. 
E, dying mortal, if the ſonnet prove 
A ſong of living and immortal love, 
*Tis then thy grand concern the theme to know, 
If life and immortality be ſo. ; 
Are eyes to read, or ears to hear a truſt ? 
Shall both in death be cram'd anon with duſt ? 
Then trifle not to pleaſe thine ear and eye, 
But read thou, hear thou, for eternity. | 
Purſue not ſhadows wing'd, but be thy chaſe, 
The God of glory on the field of grace: 
The mighty hunter's name is loft and vain, 
That runs not this ſubſtantial prize to gain. 
Theſe humble lines aſſume no high pretence, 
To pleaſe thy fancy, or allure thy ſenſe : 
But aim, if everlaſting life's thy chaſe, 
To clear thy mind, and warm thy heart through grace. 
A marriage ſe myſterious I proclaim, 
Betwixt two parties of ſuch diff rent fame, 


—— — 


— 


* 
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That human tongues may bluſh their names to tell, 
To wit, the PRINCE of HEav'N, the heir of hell? 
But, on fo vaſt a fubjeft, who can find 

Words fuiting the conceptions of his mind ? 

Or, if our language with our thought could vie, 
What mortal thought can raiſe itſelf ſo high? 

I henwords and thoughts both fail, may faith and pray'r 
Aſcend by climbing up the ſcripture-flair : 

From facred writ theſe trange eſpouſals may 

Be explicuted in the folP wing way. - 


CHAP. 7 


A general account of man's fall in 
ADAM, and the remedy provided in 
CHRIST; and a particular account of 
man's being naturally wedded to the 
law, as a covenant of works. 


SECT. L 


The FaLL of ADAM. 


LD Adam once a heav'n of pleaſure found: 
While he with perfect innocence was crown'd 5. 


His wing'd affections to his God could move 


In raptures of deſire, and ſtrains of love. 
Man ftanding ſpotleſs, pure, and innocent, | 
Could well the law of works with works content; 
Though then, (nor ſince), it could demand no leſs 
Than perſonal and perfect righteouſneſs : = 
Theſe unto finleſs man were eaſy terms, 
Though now beyond the reach of wither'd arms. 
The legal cov'nant then upon the field, 


Perfection ſought, man could perfection yield. 


Rich had be, and his progeny remain'd, 


Had be primeval innocence maintain'd ; 
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His life had been a reſt without annoy, 

A ſcene of bliſs, a paradiſe of joy. 

But ſubtile Satan, in the ſerpent hid, 

Propoſing fair the fruit that God forbid, 

Man ſoon ſeduc'd by helFs alluring art, 

Did, diſobedient, from the rule depart, 

Devour'd the bait, and by his bold offence 

Fell from his bliſsful ſtate of innocence. | 

Proſtrate, he loſt his God, his life, his crown, 

From all his glory tumbled headlong down, 

Plung'd in a deep abyſs of fin and wo, 

Where, void of heart to will, or hand to do; 

For's own relief he can't command a thought, 

The total ſum of what he can is nought. 

He's able only now t increaſe his thrall, 

He can deſtroy himſelf, and this is all. 

But can the helliſh brat Heav'n's law fulfil ? 

W hoſe precepts high ſurmount his ſtrength and ſkill, 

Can filthy droſs produce a golden beam? 

Or poiſon'd ſprings a ſalutif rous ftream ? 

Can carnal minds, fierce enmity's wide maw, 

Be duly ſubject to the divine law? EP 

Nay, now us direful threat'nings muſt take place 

On all the diſobedient human race, 

Who do by guilt Omnipotence provoke, 

Obnoxious ſtand to his uplifted ſtroke. 

They muſt ingulf themſelves in endleſs woes, 
Who to the living God are deadly foes ; 

Who natively his holy will es. 5 

Muſt to his awful juſtice fall a prey. 

-In vain do mankind now expect, in vain 

By legal deeds immortal life to gain: 

Nay, death is threaten'd, threats mult have their due, 

Or ſouls that fin muſt die, as God is true. 
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8 Or. . 
Redemption through CHRIST. 


HE ſecond Adam, fov'reign Lord of all, 
Did, by his Father's authorizing call, 
From boſom of eternal love deſcend, 0 
To fave the guilty race that him offend ; 
To treat an everlaſting with thoſe, 
Who were and ever would have been his foes, 
His errand, never ending life to give . * 
To them, whoſe malice would not let him live 
To make a'match with rebels, and eſpouſe 
The brat which at his love her ſpite avows. 
Himſelf he humbled to depreſs her pride, 
And make his mortal foe his loving bride. 
But, ere the marriage can be ſolemniz'd, 
All lets muſt be remov'd, all parties pleas'd, 
Law-righteouſneſs reguir d, muſt be procur'd, 
Law- vengeance fhreaten d, muſt be full endur'd, 
Stern juſtice muſt have credit by the match, 
Sweet mercy by the heart the bride muſt cateh. 
Poor bankrupt / all her debt muſt firſt be paid, 
Her former huſband in the grave be laid: 
Her preſent lover muſt be at the coſt, 
Jo fave and ranſom to the uttermoſt. 
If all theſe things this ſuitor kind can do, 
Then he may win her and her blefling too. ; 
Hard terms indeed ! while death's the firſt demand? 
But love is ſtrong as death, and will not ſtand 
To carry on the ſuit, and make it good, 
Though at the deareſt rate of wounds and blood. 
The burden's heavy, but the back is broad, 
The glorious lover is the mighty God. 
' Kind bowels yearning in th' eternal Son, 
He left his Father's court, his heav'nly throne : 
Aſide he threw his moſt divine array, 
And wrapt his Godhead in a veil of clay. 
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Angelic armies, who in glory crown'd, _ 
With joyful harps his awful throne ſurround, 
Down to the cryflal frontier of the ſky, 

To ſee the Saviour born, did eager fly; 

And ever ſince behold with wonder freſh 
Their Sov'reign and our Saviour wrapt in fleſh; | 
Who in this garb did mighty love difplay, ** © 
Reftor ing what he never took away, | 


To God his glory, to the law its due, © 
To heav'n its Gs to the earth its hue z © 
To man a righteouſneſs divine, complete, "54 2414 
A royal robe to fuit the nuptial rite. . * 15 n 
He in her favours,” whom he lov'd fo wel, 2 

At once did purchaſe heav'n, and vanquiſh hell. 
Oh unexampled love! fo vaſty to ſtrong, 

So great, ſo high, ſo deep, iq broad, ſo ug?” 
Can finite thought this ocean huge explore, 
Unconſcious of a\bottom'or-z ſhore ?? - 4 
His love admits no parellel, for wb, 
At one great draught of love he drank bell oo 
No drop of Wiathful gall he left behind. 
No dreg to witneſs that he was unkind; x 
The ſword of awful juſtice pierc'd his ſide, 
That mercy thence might guſh upon the ode” 
'The meritorious labours of his life, - 7 

And glorious conqueſts of his dying krife, ! 

Her debt of doing, ſuff ring, both cancell'd, 2 

And broke the bars his lawful-captive held. 

Down to the ground the helliſh hoſts he - 
"Then mounting high the trump of triumph blew, 
Attended with a bright feraphic band, 

Sat down enthron'd fublime on God's right band; 
Where glorious choirs their various harps employ, 

To ſound his praiſes-with confed'rate joy. 

There he, the bride's ſtrong Interceflor fits, 

And thence the bleſings of his blood tranſmits, - 
Sprinkling all o'er the flaming throne of God, 
Pleads for her pardon his atoning blood; 

C 
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Sends down his -holy.co-eternal Dove, 

To ſhew the wonders of incarnate love, 
To woo and vin the bride's. reluQtant heart, 
And pierce it with his kindly killing dart: 
By goſpel light to manifeſt that now 
She has no further with the law to do; 
That her new Lord has loos'd the fed'ral tie, 
That once hard bound her or to de or die; 

That precepts, threats, no ſingle mite can crave. 
. Thus for her former ſpouſe he. digg'd a grave; 


1 
l 
1 
| 


Then Vury'd the defunct his tomb within, 
That he the Eur widow to himſelf —_— win. 


- The law faſt to his croſs did mail and in, 5 


38 ECT. III. 
Man' s legal diſpoſition. 


>) UT, after all, the bride's ſo malecontent, 5 


No argument, ſave pow'r, is prevalent 
10 bow her will, and gain her heart's conſent. 
The glorious Prince's ſuit ſhe diſapproves, 

The law her old primordial huſband loves; 
Hopeful in its embraces life to have, 

Though dead and bury'd in her ſuitor's grave 
Unable to give life, as once before ; 

Unfit to, be a huſband any more. 

Yet. praudly ſhe the new addreſs diſdains, 

And all he bleſt Redeemer's love and pains F 
Though now his head, that cruel thorns did wound, 
Is with immortal glory circled round; 

Archangels at his awful footſtool bow, 

And drawing love fats ſmiling on his brow. 
Though down he ſends in goipel - tidings good 
Epiſtles o. ve, ſign'd with his blood: 

Jet lordly the royal ſuit rejects, 

Eternal life by le; works affects; 

In vain the living eks among the dead. 

Sues quickning comforts i in a killing head. 
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Her dead and bury'd huſband has her heart, 
Which can. nor death remove, not life impart. 
Thus all revolting Adam's blinded. race 
In their farſt ſpouſe their hope and comſort place. 
They natively expect, if guilt them preſs, © | 
Salvation by a home bred righteouſneſs: 
They look for favour in JeHovan's eyes, | 
By careful doing all that in them lies. —4 
Tis ſtill their primary attempt to draw 
Their life and comfort from the vet'ran law; 
They flee not to the hope the gaſpel gives; W 
To truſt a promiſe bare, their minds aggrieves, 

- Which judgethe man that does, the man that lives. 
As native as they draw their vital breath, 
Their fond recourſe is to the legal path. 3a 
Why, ſays old nature in law-wedded man, 4 
« Won't Heav'n. be pleas'd if I do all I can? 
« If I conform my walk to nature's light. 

* And ſtrive; intent to practiſe what is right?! 
« Thus wont I by the God of heav'n be blefs'd, 

« And win his favour if I do my beſt ? ; = 
« Good God! (he cries) when preſs'd with debt 

« and thrall, 

&« Have patience with me, and Ell pay thee all Ll 
Upon their all, their bet, they're fondly mad, 
Though yet their all is naught, their b2/t is bad. 
Proud man his can daes mightily exalts, 
Tet are his brighteſt works but ſplendid faults. 

A ſinner may have ſhews of good, but ſtill 

The beſt he can, ev'n at his beſt; is ill. 

Can heav'n or divine favour e'er be win bg 

By thoſe that are a maſs of hell and fin? *' ' 

: The righteous law does num'rous woes denounce 
Againſt the wretched ſoul that fails but once: 
What heaps of curſes on their heads it rears, 
That have amaſs'd the guilt of num'rous years is 
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8 Er. IV. 


Man's fries a. to legal ferms,' ar ar to the 


law as a condition of life. 


AL, on what terms then Heav 'n appeas' d willbe? 
Why, ſure perfection is the. leaſt degree. 

Yea, more, full /atisfaFion muſt be giv'n 

For treſpaſs done againſt the laws of Heav'n. - 

Theſe are the 2 : what mortal back fo broad, 

But muſt for ever Bak beneath the load ? 

- A ranſom muſt be found, or die they muſt, 

Sure, ev'n as juſtice infinite is juſt. 


But, ſays the legal, proud, felf-righteous heart, 


Which cannot with her ancient confort part, 


« What! won't the goodneſs of the God of heav'n 


« Admit of ſmalls, when greater can't be giv'n? 
« He knows our fall diminiſh'd all our funds, 

«© Won't he accept of pennies now for pounds? 

« Sincere endeayours for perfection take, 

« Or terms more poſſible for mankind make 7. 
Ah! poor divinity, and jargot: looſe, | 


Such hay and ſtraw will never build the houſe, 


Miſtake not here, proud mortal, don't miſtake, 
God changes not, nor other terms will make. 

Will divine faithfulneſs itſelf deny, 
Which ſwore ſolemnly, Man ſhall da, or die? 
Will God moſt true extend to us, foi ſooth, 
His goodneſs, to the damage of his truth? 
Will ſpotleſs holineſs be baffled thus ? 
Or awful juſtice be unjuſt for us? 


Shall faithfulneſs be faithleſs for our fake,  _C© 


And he his threats, as we his precepts break ? 
Will our great Credizor deny himſelf? ; 


And for full payment take our filthy pelf 2 
Diſpenſe with juſtice, to let mercy vent? 


And ſt ſtain his royal crown with miniſh'4 rent? 


'E 
1 
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Unworthy thou ght 0 let no mortal clod 

Hold ſuch baſe notions of a glorious God. 
Heav'n's holy cov'nant, made for human race, 
Conſiſts, or whole of works, or whole of grace. 
If works will take the field, then works muſt be 
For ever perfect to the laſt deg tree: 

Will God diſpenſe with leſs? p "a ſure he \ won't 
With ragged toll his royal law affront. 

Can rags, that Sinai flames will ſoon diſpatch, 
F'er prove the fiery law's adequate match? 
Vain man muſt be divorc'd, and chooſe to take 
Another huſband, or a burning lake. 

We find the divine volume no where teach 
New legal terms within our mortal reach. 
Some make, though in the ſacred page R 
Sincerity aſſume perfeQion's throue : - 
But who will boaſt this baſe ufurpet's ſway, 
Save miniſters of darkneſs, that diſplay ns 
Invented night to ſtifle ſcripture-day ? 

The nat'raliſt's fincerity is naught, 

That of the gracious is divinely taught, 

Which teaching keeps their graces, if lincere, 
Within the limits of the goſpel-ſphere, 
Where vaunting, none created graces ſing, 

Nor boaſt of ſtreams, but of the Lord the ſpring. 
Sincerity's the ſoul of ev'ry grace, 

The quality af all the al £5 race. 

Of promis'd favour 'tis a fruit, a clauſe; 

But no procuring term, no moving cauſe. 

How unadvis'd the legal mind confounds 
The marks of divine favour with the grouade,, , 
And qualities of covenanted friends 
With the condition of the cov'nant blends ? 

Thus holding g9ſpel-truths with legal arms, . 
Miſtakes new cov'nant fruits for fed'ral term. 
The joyful ſound no change of term; allous, 
But change of perſons, or another ſpouſe. 
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The nature ſame that ſinn'd muſt do and die ; 
No milder terms in'goſpel-offers lie. 

For grace no other law-abatement ſhews, 
But how law-debtors may reſtore its dues ; 5 
Reſtore, yea, through a Surety in their piace, 
With double int'reſt and a better grace. 
Here we of no new terms of life ate told, 
But of a Huſband to fulfil the old; 

With him alone by faith we're call'd to wed, 
And let no rival * bruik the marriage-bed. 


SECT. V. 


Mens vain attempt to ſeek li ife by Carr's righ- 


teouſneſs, joined with their own ; and - hopes 
ne to all. 


UT ſtill the bride reluctant diſallows 
The junior ſuit, and hugs the ſenior ſpouſe. 

Such the old ſelfiſh folly of hex mind, | 
So bent to lick the duſt, and graſp the wind, 
Alledging works and duties of her own 
May for her criminal offence atone ; _ 
She will her antic dirty robe provide, 
Which vain ſhe hopes will all pollutions bide. 
The filthy rags that ſaints away have flung, 
She holding, wraps and rolls herſelf in dung. 
Thus maugre all the light the goſpel gives, 
Unto her nat'ral couſort fondly cleaves. 
Though mercy ſet the royal match in view, 
She's loth to bid her ancient mate adieu. 
When light of ſcripture, reaſon, common ſenſe, 
Can hardly mortify her vain pretence | 
To legal righteouſueſs; yet if at laſt 
Her conſcience rous'd begins to ſtand aghaſt, 
Preſs'd with the dread of hell, ſhe'll raſhly patch, 
And halve a bargain with the proffer'd match; 


- | > 
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In hopes his help, together with her own, = 
Will turn to peaceful ſmiles the wrathful Re” 
Though grace the rifing Sun delightful lings, 

With Full ſalvation in his golden wings, 

And righteouſneſs complete; the faithleſs ſoul, 
Receiving half the light, rejects the whole; 
Revolves the ſacred page, but reads purblind 

The goſpel-meſſage with a legal mind. | 
Men dream their ſ!at?, ah! too, too {lightly view'd, 
Needs only be amended, not renew'd, 
Scorn to be wholly debtors unto grace, 

Hopeful their works may meliorate their caſe. 
They fancy preſent prayers, and future pains 

Will for their former failings make amends : 


To legal yokes they bow their ſervile necks, ? * 


And, leſt foul dips their falſe repoſe perplex, 
Think Jeſus merits make up all deſects. 
They patch his glorious robe with filthy rags, 
And burn but incenſe to their proper drags, 
Diſdain to uſe his cighteouſne(s alone, — . 
But as an aiding ſtirr'p to mount their own; 
Thus in Chriſt's room his rival {elf enthrone, 
And vainly would, dieſs'd up in legal Nin | 5 5 
Divide falvation * tween themſelves and him. 


L . 
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The glory of the whole, or none at all. 

In him all wiſdom's hidden treaſures lie, 

And all the fulneſs of the Deity. _ * 4 
This ſtore alone, immenſe, and never ſpent, 5 
Might poor inſolvent debtors well content; 
But to hell- priſon juſtly Heav'n will doom 
Proud fools that on theit petty ſtock preſume. 
The ſoſteſt couch that gilded nature knows, 
Can give the waken'd conſcience no repoſe. 
When God arraigns, what mortal pow'r can ſtand 
Beneath the terror of his lifted hand? 
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Our ſafety lies es beyond the nat tal une, 

Beneath a purple covert all dirine. 

Yet how is precious Chriſt, the way, deſpis'd, 
And high the way of life by doing priz'd * | 
But can its vot'ries all its levy ſhow ? 

They prize it moſt, who leaſt its burden know: 
Who by the law in part would fave bis ſoul, 
Becomes a“ debtor to fulfil the whole. 

Its pris'ner he remains, and without bail, 
Till ev'ry mite be paid; and if he fail, 
(As ſure he muſt, En nce, by our ſinful breach, 
Perfection far ſurmounts all mortal reach), 
Then cuts'd for ever muſt his ſoul remain; . 
And all the folk of Gad muſt ſay, Amen f. 

W ky, ſeeking that the law ound belp afford,” 
In honouring "the law, he flights its Lord, 
Who gives his Jaw-fulfilling righteouſneſs 

. To be the naked ſinner's perfec dreſs, | 


= SAS & - 4 


The robe wron' ght b 7 his te dy'd in his blood. 
In vain the Son of God this och did weave, 

Could our vile rags ſufficient ſhelter give. 

In vain he ev'ry thread of it did draw, 

Could finners be o'ermantled by the law. 

Can mens falvation on their works be built, 

Whoſe faireſt actions nothing are but guilt? 1 

Or can the law ſuppreſs th” avenging flame, 

When now its only office is to damn ? 

Did life come by the law in part or whole, 

Bleſt Jeſus dy'd in vain to ſave a foul. 

Thoſe then who life by legal means expect, 

To them is Chriſt become of no effect; 


Gal. v. 3+ + Devt. xxvil. 26. 
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Becauſe their legal mixtures do in ſact 
Wiſdom's grand project plainly counteract. 
How cloſe proud carnal reafonings n 
To fruſtrate ſov*reign grace's great deſign? 
Man's heait by nature weds the law alone, : 
Nor will another paramour emhrone. 

True, many ſeem by courſe of life profane, 
No favour for the law to entertain; 
But break the bands, and caſt the cords away, 
That would their raging luſts and paſſions ſtay. 
Yet ev'n this reigning madnefs may declare, 
How ſtrictly wedded to the law they ate; 
For now (however rich they ſeem'd before) 
Hopeleſs to pay law-Gebt, they give it o'er, 
Like deſp'rate debtors mad, {till run themſelves 

in more. 

Deſpais. of ſucceſs ſhews their rong debres, 
Mill legal hopes are parch'd in luſtful fires, 
« let's give (ſay they) our lawleſs will free ſcope, 
« And live at random, for there is no hope *.” 
The law, that can't them help, they ſtab with hate, 
Yet ſcorn to beg, or court another mate. 
Here luſts moſt oppoſite their hearts divide, 
Their beaſtly paſſion, and their bankrupt pode. 
In paſſion they their native mate delace, 
In pride diſdain to be oblig'd to grace. THESE 
Hence plainly, as a rule. 'gainſt law they live, 13821 
Yet cloſely to it as a cov'nant cleave. 
Thus legal pride lies hid beneath the patch, 
And ſtrong averſion to the goſpel- "Ae; | 


* Jer. xvii. 12. 
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CHAP. II. 


The manner of a ſinner's divorce from 
the law in a work of humiliation,, 
and of his marriage to the Lord JE - 
sus CHRIST; or the way how a fin» 
ner comes to. be a believer. 


r 


of * — and the workings of legal pride un · 
it. 2 | 


O proud's the bride; fo backwardly diſpos'd, 
How then ſhall e er the happy match be clos'd ? 

ind grace the tumults of her heart muſt quell, 
And draw her heay'nward'by the gates of hell. 
The Bridegroom's Father makes by's holy Sp'rit 
His ſterr command with her ſtiff conſcience meet; 
To daſh. her pride, and ſhew her utmoſt need, 
Parſues for double debt with awful dread: 
He makes her former huſb ind's frightful ghoſt 
Appear and damn her, as a buntrupt loſt ; 
With curſes, threats, and Sinai thunder-claps 
Her lofty tow'r of legal boaſting ſaps. 

Theſe kumbling ſtorms, in high or low degrees, 

Heav'n's Majeſty will meaſure as he pleaſe ; 
But ſtill he makes the fiery law at leaſt 27 
Pronounce its awful ſentence in her breaſt, 

Till through the law * convict of being loſt, 

She hopeleſs to the law gives up the ghoſt: 

Which now in rigour comes full debt to crave, 
And in cloſe priſon caſt; but not to ſave. + 
For now 'tis weak, and can't (through our default) 
Its greateſt votaries to life exalt. | 


Gal. ik. 19. 
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But well it can command with fire and flame, 
And to the loweſt pit of ruin damn. 
Thus doth it, by commiſſion from above, 


Deal with the bride, when Heav'n would court * 
love. 


Lo! now ſhe ſtartles at the Sinai · ttrump, 
Which throws her ſoul into a diſmal dump, 
Conſcious another huſband ſhe muſt have, 

Elſe die for ever in deſtruQtion's grave. 

While in conviction's jail ſhe's thus inclos'd, 
Glad news are heard, the royal Mate's propos'd. 
And now the ſcornful bride's inverted ſtir 

Is racking fear, he ſcorn to match with her. 
She dreads his fury, and deſpairs that he 

Will ever wed ſo vile a wretch as ſhe. 

And here the legal humour ſtirs again 

"To her prodigious loſs, and grievous pain : 

For when the Prince preſents himſelf to be 

Her huſband, then ſhe deems; Ah! is not he 
Too fair a match for ſuch a filthy bride ? 
Unconſcious that the thought bewrays her pride, 
Ev'n pride of merit, pride of righteouſneſs, 
ExpeCting Heav'n ſhould love her for her dreſs ; 
Unmindful how the fall her face did ſtain, 
And made her but a black unlovely ſwain, 
Her whole primeval beauty quite defacd, 
And to the Tank of fiends her form debas'd ; 
Without disfigur'd, and defil'd within, 
Incapable of any thing but fin, 

Heav'n courts not any for their comely face, 
But for the glorious praiſe of fov'reign grace, 
Elſe-ne'er had courted one of Adam's race, 


W hich all as children of corruption be, 
Heirs rightful of immortal miſery. 

Yet here the bride employs her Colih wit, 
For this. bright match her ugly form to fit; 
To daub her features o'er with legal paint, 
That with a grace ſhe may herſclt preſent. 


* 
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Hopeful the Prince with credit might her wed, 
If once ſome comely qualities ſhe had. 
In humble pride, her baughty ſpirit flags; 
She cannot think of coming all in 
Were ſhe a humble, faithful penitent, 
Sue dreams he'd then contract with full content. 
' Baſe varlet ! thinks ſhe'd be a match for him, 
Did ſhe but deck herſelf in handſome trim. 
Ah fooliſh thoughts ! in legal deeps that plod, 
Ah ſorry notions of a fov'reign God! _ 
Will God expoſe his great, his glorious Son, 
For our vile baggage to be ſold and won? 
Should ſinful modeſty the match decline, 
Until its garb be briſk and ſuperfine; _ 
Alas ! when ſhould we ſee the - 7 © 45 DEI ? 
The happy bargain muſt flee up for ay. 
Preſumptuous ſouls in ſurly — 3 
Half. ſaviours of themſelves would tondly be, 
Then bopeful th' other half their due will fall, 
Diſdain to be in Jeſus? debt for all. 
Vainly they firſt wo, waſh themſelves, and then 
Addrefs the fountain to be waſh'd more clean ; 
Firſt heal themſelves, and then expect the balm : 
Ah! many ſlightly cure their ſudden qualm. 
They heal their conſcience with a tear or pray'r; 
And ſeek no other Chriſt, but periſh there. 
O ſinner, ſearch the houſe, and ſee the thief 
T bat ſpoils thy Saviour's crown, thy ſoul's relief, 
The hid, but hainous fin of unbelief. 

W ho can poſſeſs a quality that's good, 
"Till firſt he come to Jeſus' 3 blood? 
The pow'r that draws the bride, will alſo ſhew 
Unto her by the way her helliſh hue, 
As void of ev ry virtue to commend, 
And full of ev'ry vice that will offend. | 
Till ſov'reign grace the ſullen bride ſhall catch, 
She'll never ir herſelf tor ſuch a match. : | 
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Moſt qualify'd they are in heav'n to dwell, 

Who he themſelves moſt qualify'd for hell; 
And, c'er the bride can drink falvation's cup, 
Kind Heav'n muſt reach to hell and lift her up: 
For no decorum e'er about her found, 

Is ſhe-belov'd ; but on a nobler ground. 
Jenovan's love is like his nature free, 

Nor muſt his creature challenge his decree ; 

But low at ſov'reign grace's footſtool creep, 
Whoſe ways ate ſearchleſs, and his judgements deep. 
Yet grace's ſuit meets with reſiſtance rude 

From haughty ſouls; for lack of innate good 

To recommend them. Thus the backward bride 
Affronts her ſuitor with her modeſt pride. 

Black hatred for his offer'd love repays, 
Pride under maſk of mnt] difplays : | 
In part would fave herſelf ſaucy ſoul ! 
Rejects the matchlefs Mate — 1 in whole. 


. SKT. IL 
Con viction of fin and wrath, carried on more * 
and effefually on the heart. 


O proudly froward is the bride, and now 
Stern Heav'n begins to ſtare with cloudier brow 
Law-curſes come with more condemning pow'r, 
To ſcorch her conſcience with a fiery ſhow'r, 
And more. refulgent flaſhes darted in; 

For by the law the knowledge is of fin *. 

Black Sinai, thund*ring louder than before, 

Does awful 1 in her lofty boſom roar. 

Heav'n's furious ſtorms now riſe from ev'ry + airth, 
In ways more terrible to ſhake the earth , 

Till haughtineſs of men be ſunk thereby, 

That Chrift alone may be exalted high. 


* Rom. iii. 20, + Wind. * If. i. 17. 19 
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Now ſtable earth ſeems from her centre toſt, 
| And lofty mountains in the ocean loft. T7 | 
| Hard rocks of flint, and haughty hills of pride, 
| Are torn in pieces by the roaring tide. | 
„ Each flaſh of new conviction's lucid rays 
1 Heart - errors, undiſcern'd till now, diſplays ; 
1 Wrath's maſſy cloud upon the conſcience breaks, 
And thus menacing Heav'n, in thunder ſpeaks 
« Black wretch, thou madly under foot haſt trode 
4% Th' authority of a commanding God; 
© Thou, like thy kindred that in Adam fell, 
« Art but a law-renverfing lump of hell, 
« And there by law and juſtice doom'd to dwell.” 
Now, now, the daunted bride her ſtate bewails, 
And downward furls her ſelf- exalting fails ; 
. With pungent fear, and piercing terror brought 
To mortity her lofty legal thought. 
Why, the commandment comes, fin is rev3v'd, 
That lay fo hid, while to the law ſhe liv'd ; 
Infinite majeſty in God is ſeen, 
And infinite malignity i in fin; 
"That to its expiation muſt amount 
A ſacrifice of infinite account. 
Juſtice its dire ſeverity diſplays, 
'The law its vaſt dimenſions open lays. 
She ſees for this broad ſtandard nothing meet, 
Saxe an obedience ſinleſs and complete. 
Her cob-web righteouſneſs, once in renown, 
Is with a happy vengeance now-Ywept down. 
She who of daily faults could ence but prate, 
Sees now her ſinful, miſerable ſlate. 
Her heart, where once ſhe thought ſome good to 
__ dwell,” 
The devil's cab'net 61d with traſh of hell. 
Her boafted features now unmaſked bare, 
Her vaunted bopes are plung'd in deep deſpair. 
Her haunted ſhelter- houſe in bypaſt years, 
Ccmes tumbling down nt her frighted cars. 


— 
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Her former rotten faith, love; penitence, 

She ſees a bowing wall, a tutt ring fence. 
Excellencies of thought, and word, and deed, 
All ſwimming, drowning in a ſea of dread; 
Her beauty now deformity ſhe deems, 

Her heart much blacker than the devil ſeems. 
With ready lips ſhe can herſeif declare 

The vileſt ever breath'd in vital air. 

Her former hopes, . as refuges of hes, 

Are ſwept away, and all her boaſting dies. 
She once imagin'd Heaven would be unjuſt 

To damn fo many lumps of human duſt 
Form'd by himſelf 3; but now ſhe owns it true, 
Damnation ſurely is the ſinner's due: 

Yea, now applauds the law's juſt doom fo well, 
That juſtly ſhe condemns herſelf to hell; 

Does herein divine equity acquit, 

Herſelf adjudging to the loweſt pit. 

Her language, Oh ! if God condemn, I muſt. 

* From bottom of my ſoul declare him juſt. 
But if his great ſalvation me embrace, | 
4 How loudly will 1 ſing ſurprifing grace of 
& Tf from the pit he to the throne me raiſe, £50 

« 111 rival angels in his endleſs praiſe. - 

© If hell-deſerving me to heav'n he bring, 

No heart fo glad, no tongue ſo loud ſhall fing. 

« If witdom has not laid the ſaving plan, ; 

« I nothing have to claim, I nöthin can. 

« My works but ſin, my merit dedth I fees 

«© Oh! mercy, mercy, metcy! pity me.“ - 

Thus all- ſelf- juſtifying pleas are dropp'd, 

Moſt guilty ſhe becomes, her mouth is ſtopp'd. 

Pungent remorſe does her paſt conduct blame, 

And fluſh her conſcious cheek with N 
ſhame. 

Her ſelf-conceited heart is ſelf · convict, ä 

With barbed arrows of compunction prick'd r 
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Wonders, how juſtice ſpares her vital breath, 
How patient Heav'n adjourns the day of wrath ; 
How pliant earth does not with open jaws 
Devour her, Korah- like, for equal cauſe ; 

How yawning hell, that gapes for ſuch a prey, 
Is fruſtrate with a further hour's delay. | 
She that could once her mighty works exalt, 
And boaſt devotion fram'd without a fault, 
Extol her nat'ral pow'rs, is now brought down, 
Her former madneſs, not her pow'rs, to on. 
Her prefent beggar'd ſtate, moſt void of grace, 
Unable even to wail her woful caſe, 

Quite powerleſs to believe, repent, or pray; 
Thus pride of duties flies and dies away. 

She, like a barden'd wretch, a ſtupid ftone, 
Lies in the duſt, and cries, Undone, Undone: 


SECT. HE 


The deeply humbled foul relieved with ſeme ſaving dif 
coveries of CHRIST the Redeemer. 


Hen thus the wounded bride perceives fult 
welt ira 

Herſelf the vileſt finner out of hell, 

The blackeſt monſter in the univerſe ; 

Penſive if clouds of wo ſhall e'er diſperſe. 

When in her breaſt Heav'n's wrath fo fiercely glows, 

Twixt fear and guilt her bones have no repoſe. 

When flowing billows of amazing dread 

Swell to a deluge o'er her ſinking head; 

When nothing in her heart is found to dwell, 

But horrid Atheiſm, enmity, and hell; 

When endleſs death and ruin ſeems at hand, 

And yet ſhe cannot for her ſoul command 

A figh to eaſe it, or a gracious thought, 

Though heay'n could at this petty rate be bought. 

When darkneſs and confuſion overcloud, 

And unto black deſpair temptations croud 
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When wholly without ſtrength to move or ſtir, 
And not a ſtar by night appears to her: 

But ſhe, while to che brim her troubles flow, 
Stands trembling on the utmoſt brink of wo. 
Ah, weary caſe! But lo! in this fad plight 
The ſun ariſes with ſurprifing light. 

The darkeſt midnight is his uſual time 

Of riſing and appearing in his prime. 


To ſhew the hills from whence falvation ſprings, 
And chaſe the gloomy ſhades with golden wings, 


The glorious Huſband now unvails his face, 
And ſhews his glory full of truth and grace; 
Preſents unto the beide, in that dark hour, 
Himſelf a Saviour, both by price and power: 
A mighty helper to redeem. the loſt, 

Relieve and ranfom to the uttermoſt ; 

To ſeek the vagrant ſheep to deſerts driv'n, 
And fave from loweſt hell to higheſt heav'n. 
Her doleful caſe he ſees, his bowels move, 
And make her time of need his time of love. 
He ſhews, to prove himſelf her mighty ſhield, 
His name is JESUS, by his Father ſeal'd: 
A name with attributes 4 d within, 
To fave from ev'ry attribute of fin. 

With wiſdom ſin's great folly to expoſe, 

And righteouſneſs its chain of guilt to looſe, 
Sanfification to ſubdue its ſway, 

Redemption all its woful brood to ſlay. 

Each golden letter of his glocious name 
Bears full detiv'rance.both from fin and ſhame. 


But thence all poſitive ſalvations flow, 

To make her wiſe, juft, holy, happy too. 

He now appears a match exactly meet 

To make her ev'ry way in him complete, 

In whom the fulneſs of the Godhead dwells, | 
That ſhe may boaſt in him, and nothing elſe; 
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In goſpel- lines ſhe now perceives the dawn 
Of Jeſus” love. with bloody pencil drawn ; 
How God in him is infinitely pleas'd, 

And Heav'n's avenging fury whole appeas'd: 
Law-precepts magnify'd by her belov'd, 
And ev'ry let to {top the match remov'd. 
Now in her view her priſon-gates break ope, 
Wide to the walls flies up the dear of hope, 
And now ſhe ſees, with pleaſure unexpreſs'd 
For ſhatter'd barks a happy ſhore of reſt. 


SECT. IV. 


The workings of the Spirit faith in ſeparating the 
heart jrom all felf- righteouſneſs, and drawing out 
its conſent ta, and deſire after Cansr alone and 
wholly. 


HE bride at Sinai little underſtood, 
How theſe law-humblings were deſign'd 
for good, : | 
T' enhance the value of her Huſband's blood. 
The tow'r of tott'ring pride thus batter'd down, 
Makes way for Chiiſt alone to wear the crown. 
Conviction's arrows pierc'd her heart, that ſo 
The blood from his pierc'd heart to hers might flow. 
The law's ſharp plough tears up the fallow- ground, 
Where not 2 grain of grace was to be found, 
Till ſtraight perhaps behind the plough is ſown 
The hidden fred of faith, as yet unknown. 
Hence now the once reluctant bride's inclin'd 
To give the goſpel an aſſen ing mind, 
Diſpos'd to take,, would grace the pow'r impart, 
Heav'n's offer, with a free conſenting heart. 
Nis Spirit in the goſpel-chariot rides, : 


And {hews his loving heart to draw the bride's; & 
Though oft in clouds his drawing pow'r he hides 
His love in gracious offers to her bears, 

In kiadly anſwers to her doubts and fears, 


\ 
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Reſolving all objections more or leſs 
From former fins, or preſent wortkleflneſs. 
Perſuades her mind of's conjugal cauſent, 
And then impowers her heart to ſay, Content. 
Content to be divorced from the law, | 
No more the yoke of legal terms to draw. 
Content that he diſſolve the former match, 
And to himſelf alone her heart attach. 
Content to join with Chriſt at any tate, 

And wed him as her everlaſting mate. 
Content that he ſhould ever wear the bays, 
And of her whole ſalvation have the praiſe. 


, Content that he ſhould riſe, though ihe ſhould fall, 
p And to be nothing, that he may be all. . 
/ Content that he, becauſe ſhe nought can do, 


Do for her all he: work, and in her too. 

Here ſhe a peremptory mind difplays, 

That he do all the work, get all the praiſe. 

And now ſhe is, which ne'er till now took place, 

Content entirely to be ſav'd by grace. 

She owns that her damnation juſt would be, 

And therefore her ſalvation muſt be free: 

That nothing b.ing hers but fin and thiall, 

She muit be debtor unto grace for all. 
Hence comes ſhe to him in her naked caſe, 

To be inveſted with his righteouſneſs. 7 

She comes, as guilty, to a pardon free; 

As vile and thy, to a cleanſing fea : 

As pror and empty, to the richeſt ſtock ; 

As weak. and feeble to the ſtrongeſt rock: 

As peniſhing, unto a ſhield from thiall ; 

As wolſe than nothing, to an all in all. 

She, as a blinded mole, an ign'rant feol, 

Comes for inſtruction to the Pr ophet's ſchool. 

She, with a hell deſerving conſcious. breaſt, 

Flees for atonement to the worthy Prieft. = 

She, as a ſlave to fin and Satan, wings 


Her flight for help unto the King of kings. 
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She all her maladies and plagues brings forth 
To this Phyſician of eternal worth. 
She ſpreads before his throne her filthy ſore, | 
And lays her broken bones down at his door. 
No mite ſhe has to buy a crumb of bliſs, 

And therefore comes impov'riſh'd as ſhe is. 

By ſin and Satan of all good bereft, 
Comes een as bare as they her ſoul have left. 
To ſenſe, as free of holineſs within, 
As Chriſt, the ſpotleſs Lamb, was free af fin. 

She comes by faith, true; but it ſh&ws her want, 
And brings her as a ſinner, not a ſaint ; 

A. wretched finner flying for her good 

To juſtifying, fanctifying blood. 

Strong faith no ſtrength nor pow'r of aCting vaunts, 
But acts in ſenſe of weakneſs and of wants. 
Drain'd now of ev'ry thing that men may call 5 


Terms and conditions of relief from thrall; 
Except this one, that Jeſus be her all. 
When to the bride he gives eſpouſing faith, 
It finds her under fin, and guilt, and wrath, 
And makes her as a plagued wretch to fall 
At Jeſus” footſtool for the cure of all. 
Her whole ſalvation now in him ſhe ſeeks, 
And muſing thus perhaps in ſecret ſpeaks : < 
fi Lo! all my burdens may in him be eas'd; 
| | «© The juſtice I offended he has pleas'd ; 
1 “ The bliſs that I have forfeit he procut d; 
« The curſe that I deſerved he endur'd; 
« The law that I have broken he obey'd ; 
« 'The debt that I contracted he has paid: 
| And though a match unfit for him I be, 
. J find him ev'ry way moſt fit for me. 
11S « Sweet Lord, I think, wouldſt thou thyſelf 
| « impart, 5 
« I'd welcome thee with open hand and heart. 
«© But thou that ſav'ſt by price, muſt fave by pow'r ; 
O ſend thy Spirit in a fiery ſhow'r, 
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« This cold and frozen heart of mine to thaw, 
« That nought ſave cords of burning love, can draw. 
« O draw me,, Lord, then will I run to thee, 

« And glad into thy glowing boſom flee. 

« I own myſelf a maſs of fin and hell, 

& A brat that can do nothing but rebel: 

« But didft thou not, as ſacred pages ſhew “, 

« (When rifing up to ſpoil the helliſh crew, 

“% That had by thouſands, ſinners captive made, 

&« And hadſt in conqu'ring chains them captiveled) 
& Get donatives, not for thy proper gain, 

« But royal bounties for rebellious men, 

« Gifts, graces, and the Spirit without beunds, 

« For God's new houſe with man on fir mer grounds ? 
«© O then let me a rebel now come ſpeed, | 
« 'Thy holy Spirit is the gift I need. 

« His precious graces too, the glorious grant, 

« Thou kindly promis'd, and I greatly want. 

« Thou art exalted to the higheſt place, 

&« To give repentance forth, and ev'ry grace. 

« O Giver of ſpiritual life and breath, 

« The author and the finiſber of faith 

© Thou huſband-like muſt ev'ry thing provide, 

« If cer the like of me become thy bride.” 


i 


SECT. v. 


Faith's view of the freedom of grace, cordial renun- 
ciation of all its own ragged righteouſneſs, and 

. formal acceptance of and cloſing with the perſon 
of glorious CHRIST. 


HE bride with open eyes, that once were dim, 
Sees now her whole ſalvation lies in him; 
The Prince, who is not in diſpenſing nice, 
But freely gives without her pains or price. 


® Pſal, Ixviii. 18. 
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11 This magnifies the wonder in her eye, 

1 | Who not a farthing has wherewith to buy, | 

For now her humbled mind can diſavow 

Her boaſted beauty and affaming brow, 

With conſcious eye diſcern her emptineſs, 

With candid lips her poverty confeſs. 

« O glory to the Lord, that grace is free, 

& Elſe never would it light on guilty me. 

© 1 nothing have with me to be its price, 

«© But helliſh blackneſs, enmity, and vice.” 

In former times ſhe durſt preſuming come, 

To grace's market with a petty ſum | 

Of duties, prayers, tears, a boaſted fet, 

Expecting Heav'n would thus be in her debt. 

Theſe were the price, at leaſt ſhe did ſappoſe 

She'd be the welcomer becauſe of thoſe : a 

But now ſhe fees the vileneſs of her vogue, 

The dung that cloſe doth ev'ry duty clogs. 

The fin that doth her holineſs reprove, 

The enmity that cloſe atrends her love, 

The great heart-hardneſs of her penitence, 

The ſtupid dulneſs of her vaunted ſenſe, 

The unbelief of former blazed faith, 

The utter nothingneſs of all ſhe hath. 

The blackneſs of her beauty ſhe can ſee, 

The pompous pride of ſtrain'd humility, 

The naughtineſs of all her tears and pray'rs ; 

And now renounces all as worthlefs wares ; | 

| And finding nothing. to commend herſelf, 
But what might damn her, her embezzled peif; 
At ſov'reign grace's feet does proſtrate fall, 
Content to be in Jeſus' debt for all. 

Her noifed virtues vaniſh out of fight,. 
1 | | As ſtarry tapers at meridian light; 
| 


148 While ſweetly, humbly, ſhe beholds at length _ 
1 Chriſt, as her only righteouſneſs and ſtrength... | 
14 | He with the view throws down his loving dart, 

Impzeſt with pow'r into her tender heart. 


— 
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The deeper that the law's fierce dart was thtown, 
The deeper now the dart of love goes down: 
Hence, ſweetly pain'd, her cries to heay'n do flee ; 
«© O none but Jeſus, none but Chrift for me; 
«. O glorious Chriſt, O beauty, beauty rare, 
«c Ten thouſand thouſand heay'ns are not fo fair. 
« In him at once all beauties meet and ſhine, 
„ The white and ruddy, human and divine. 
« As in his low, he's in his high abode, 
I be brighteſt image of the unſeen God. 
« Ho juſtly do the aepers ling above, 
66 His doing, dying, rifing, reigning love ? 
« How juſtly does he, when his work is done, 
6 Poſſeſs the centre of his Father's throne ? 
« How juſtly do his awful throne before 
« Seraphic armies proſtrate, him adore; 
4 That's both by nature and donation crown'd, 
« With all the grandeur of the Godhead round ? 
« But wilt thou, Lord, in very deed come dwell 
« With me, that was a burning brand of hell ? 
« With me ſa juſtly reckon'd worſe and les 
« Than inſect, mite, or atom can expreſs ? 
« Wilt thou debaſe thy high imperial form, 
« To match with ſuch a mortal, crawling worm ? 
« Yea, fure thine errand to our earthly coaſt, 
'< Was in deep love to ſeek and fave the loſt; 

« And ſince thou deign'ſt the like of me to wed, 
« O come and make my heart thy marriage-bed. 
« Fair Jeſus, wilt thou marry filthy me? 

« Amen, Amer, Amen; fo let it be.“ 
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C HAP. III. 


The fruits of the believers marriage with 
CHRIST, particularly goſpel-holineſs 
and obedience to the law as a rule. 


SECT. I. | 


The ſweet folemnity of the marriage now over, and 
the ſad effefts of the remains of a legal ſpirit. 


HE match is made, with little din *tis done, 
But with great pow'r, unequal prizes won. 

The Lamb has fairly won his worthleſs bride ; 
She her great Lord, and all his ſtore beſide. 
He made the pooreſt bargain, though moſt wile ; 
And ſhe, the fool, has won the worthy prize. 
Deep floods of everlaſting love and grace, 
That under ground ran an eternal ſpace, 
Now riſe aloft *bove banks of fin and hell, 
And over the tops of maſſy mountains ſwell. 
In ſtreams of blood are tow'rs of guilt o'erflown, 
Down with the rapid purple. current thrown. 

The bride now as her all can Jeſus own, 
And proſtrate at his footſtool caſt her crown, 
Diſclaiming all her former groundleſs hope, 
While in the dark her foul did weary grope. 
Down tumble all the hills of ſelf-conceit, 
In him alone ſhe ſees herſelf complete; 
Does his fair perſon with fond arms embrace, 
And all her hopes on his full merit place ; 
Diſcard her former mate, and henceforth draw 
No hope, no expeCtation from the law. 

Though thus her new-created nature ſoars, 
And lives aloft on Jeſus' heav'nly ſtores ; 
Yet, apt to ſtray, her old adult'rous heart 
Oft takes her old renounced huſband's part: 
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A legal cov'nant is ſo deep ingrain'd, 

Upon the human nature laps'd and ſtain'd, 
That, till her ſpirit mount the pureſt clime, 
She's never totally divorc'd m time. 

Hid in her corrupt part's proud boſom lurks 
Some hope of life ſtill by the law of wor ks. 

Hence flow the following evils more or leſs; )- 
Preferring oft her partial holy dreſs, | 
Before her Huſband's perfect righteouſneſs. 

Hence joying more in grace already giv'n, 
Than in her Head and ſtock that's all in heav'n. 
Hence grieving more the want of frames and grace, 
Than of himſelf the ſpring of all ſolace 

Hence guilt her foul impriſons, luſts prevail, 1 
While to the law her rents inſolvent fail, 

And OE faithleſs heart rejects her Huſband's 4 
il $4 | 

Hence foul diſorders riſe, and racking fears, 
While doubtful of his clearing paſt arrears 
Vain dreaming, fince her own obedience fails, 
His likewiſe little for her help avails. 

Hence duties are a taſk, while all in view 
Is heavy yokes of laws, or old or new; 
Whereas, were once her legal bias broke, 5 
She'd find her Lord's commands an eaſy yoke. 

No galling precepts on her neck he lays, - 

Nor any debt demands, fave what he pays 

By promis'd aid: but lo! the grievous law, 

Demanding brick, won't aid her with a ſtraw. 
Hence AIG fretful grudging, diſcontent, : 


Crav'd by the law, finding her treaſure ſpent, 
And doubting if her Lord will pay the rent. 
Hence pride of duties ioo does often ſwell, 
Preſuming ſhe perform'd ſo very well. 
Hence pride of graces and inherent worth 
Springs from her corrupt legal bias forth; 
And boaſting more a preſent with'ring frame, 
Than her exalted Lord's Le name. 
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Hence many falls and plunges in the mire, 
As many new converſions do require : 
Becauſe her faithleſs heart fad follies breed, 
Much lewd departure from her living Head, 
Who, to teprove her aggravated crimes, 
Leaves her abandon'd to herfelf at times ; 
That, falling into frightful deeps, ſhe may 
From ſad experience learn more ſtreſs to lay, 
Not on her native effotts, but at letigth - 
On Chriſt alone, her righteouſneſs and ſtrength 
Conſcious, while in her works ſhe ſeeks repoſe, 
Her legal ſpirit breeds her many woes. | 


SECT. u. 


Faith's viftories ever fin and Satan, through new and 
farther diſcoveries of CHRIS, making believers 
more fruitful in holineſs than all other pretenders 
to works. 1 17 

IHE goſpel · path leads heav'n ward; hence the 
fra * 0 ; 

Hell- pow'rs {till puſh the bride the legal way. 

So hot the war, her life's a troubled flood, 

A field of battle, and a ſcene of blood. 

But he that once commenc'd the work in her, 

Whoſe working fingers drop the ſweeteſt myrrh, 

Will (ill advance it by alluring force, 

And, from her ancient mate, more-clean divorce : 

Since *tis her antiquated ſpouſe the law, 

'The ſtrength of fin and hell did on her draw. 

Piece · meal ſhe finds hell's mighty force abate, 

By new recruits from her almighty Mate. 

Freſh armour ſent from grace's magazine, 

Makes her proclaim eternal war with fin. 

The ſhield of faith, dipt in the Surety's blood, 

' Drowns fiery darts, as in a crimſon flood. 

The Captain's ruddy banner, lifted high, 

Makes hell retire, and all the ſuries fly. 
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Yea, of his glory ev'ry recent glance 
Makes fin decay, and holineſs advance. 

In kindneſs therefore does her heay'nly Lord 
Renew'd diſcov'ries of his love afford, 

That her enamour'd foul may with the view 
Be caſt into his holy mould anew: 

For when he manifeſts his glorious grace, 
The charming favour of his ſmiling face, 
Into his image fair transforms ber ſoul “, 
And wafts her upward to the heav'nly pole, 
From glory unto glory by degrees, 

Till viſion and fruition ſhall ſuffice: 

And thus in holy beauty Jeſus? bride: | 
Shines far beyond the painted ſons of pride, 
Vain merit-vouchers, and their ſubtle apes, 
In all their vaſt refin'd, deluſive ſhapes. 

No lawful child is ere the marriage born; 
Though therefore virtues feign'd their life adorn. 
The fruit they bear is but a ſpurious brood, 
Before this happy marriage be made good. 

And *tis not ſtrange, for From à corrupt tree 

No fruit divinely good produc'd can be. 

But lo, the bride, graft in the living Root, 
Brings forth moſt precious aromatic fruit. 
When her new heart and her new Huſband meet, 
Her fruitful womb is like a heap of wheat, 

Beſet with fragrant lilies round about t, 5 


All divine graces, in a comely rout, 

Burning within, and ſhining bright without. 

And thus the bride, as ſacred ſcripture ſaith, 

When dead unto the law through Jeſus death f, 

And match'd with him, bears to her God and Lord 

Accepted fruit, with incenſe pure decor d. 

Freed from law-debt, and bleſs'd with goſpel-eaſe, 

Her work is now her deareſt Lord to pleaſe, 

By living on him as her ample ſtock, 

And leaning to him as her potent rock. 

® 2 Cor. i. 18. + 3 Rom. vii. 4 
2 


- 
"4 
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The fruit, that each law-wedded mortal brings, 
To ſelf accreſces, as from ſelf it ſprings. 

So baſe a rife muſt have a baſe recourſe, - F 
The ſtream can mount no higher than its ſource, 
Bur Jeſus can his bride's ſweet fruit commend, 

As brought from him the root, to him the end. 
She does by ſuch an offspring him avow 

To be her ALPHA and OM EO too. 

The work and warfare he begins, he crowns, 
Though maupre various conflicts, ups and downs. 
Thus through the darkſome vail ſhe makes her way, 
Until the morning-dawn of glory's day. | 


SECT: III. 


True ſaving faith magnifying the lau, both as a coves 
nant, and a rule. Falſe faith unfruitfuland ruining. 


Roud nature may rejeCt this goſpel-theme, 
And cuiſe it as an Antinomian ſcheme. 
Let ſlander bark, let envy grin and fight, 
The curſe that is fo cauſeleſs ſhall not light. 
If they that fain would make by holy force 
»Twixt ſinners and the law a clean divorce, < 
And court the Lamb a virgin chaſte to wife, 
Be charg'd as foes to holineſs of life, 
Well may they ſuffer gladly on this ſcore, 
Apoſtles great were ſo malign'd before. | 
Do wy make void the law through faith? may, why, 
We do it more fulfil and magnify | 
Than fiery ſeraphs can with holieſt flaſh ; 
Avant, vain legalitts, unworthy traſh. 
When as a cov'nant ſtern the law commands, 
Faith puts her Lamb's obedience in its hands : 
And when its threats guſh out a fiery flood, 
Faith ſtops the current with her victim's blood. 
The law can crave no more, yet craves no leſs, 


Than active, paſſi ve, perfect righteouſneſs. 
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Yet here is all, yea more than its demand, 

All render'd to it by a divine hand. *- 

Mankind is bound law- ſervice {till to pay, 

Yea, angel-kind is alſo bound t obey. 

It may by human and angelic blaze 

"Have honour, but in finite partial ways. 

Theſe natures have its luſtre once defac'd, 

*P'will be by part of both for. ay diſgrac'd. 

Yet, had they all obſequious.ſtood and true, 

They'd giv'n the law no more than homage due. 

But faith gives't honour yet more great, more odd,, 

Fhe high, the humble ſervice of its God. 
Again to view the holy law's command, 

As lodged in a Mediator's hand ; 

Faith gives it honour, as a rule of life, 

And makes the bride the Lamb's obedient wife. 

Due homage to the law thoſe never did, 

To whom th? obedience pure of faith is hid. 

Faith-works by love, and puriſies the heart, 

And truth advances in the inward part; 

On carnal hearts impreſſes divine ſtamps, . 

And ſully'd lives inverts to ſhining lamps. 

From Abram's ſeed that are moſt ſtrong in faith, 

The law moſt honour, God moſt glory hath. 

But due reſpect to neither can be found, be - 

Where unbehef ne'er got a mortal wound, 

- To ſtill the virtue · vaunter's empty ſound: 

Good works he boaſts, a path he never trode, 

Who is not yet the-workmanſbip of Gd, 

In Feſus thereunto created neu; 

Nois'd works that ſpring not hence are but a ſſiew. 

True faith, that's of a noble divine race, 

Is ſtill a holy ſanctifying grace; 

And greater honour to the law does ſhare, 


Than boaſters all that breathe. the vital air. 


* Eph- it. 10. 
E 3 
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, 
Ev'n Heathen morals vaſtly may outſhine 
The works that flow not from a faith divine. 

Pretenfions high to faith a number have, 
But ah! it is a faith that cannot fave: 
We truft, ſay they, in Chriſt, we hope in Cad: 
Nor bluſh to blaze their rotten faith abroad. 
Nor try the truſt of which they make a ſhew, 
If of a ſaving or a damning hue. 
They own their fins are ill; true, but tis fad 
They never thought their faith and hope were bad. 
How evident's their home-bred nat'cal blaze, 
Who dream they have heliev'd well all their days; 
Yet never felt their unbelief,. nor knew 
The need of pow'r their natures to renew ? 
Blind ſouls that boaſt of faith, yet live in ſin, 
May hence conclude their ſaith is to begin; 
Or — they ſhall, by ſuch an airy faith, 
Believe themſelves to everlaſting wrath. 
Faith that nor leads to good, nor keeps from ill, 
Will never lead to heav'n, nor keep from bell. 
The body wit haut breath is dead *; no leſs 
Is faith without the works of holineſs. 
How rare is faving faith, when earth is cramm'd 
With ſuch as will believe, and yet be damn'd; 
Believe the goſpel, yet with dread and awe 
Have never truly firſt believ'd the law? | 
That matters ſhall be well, they hope too ſoon, 
Who never yet have ſeen they were undone. 
Can of ſalvation their belief be true, | 
Who never yet believ'd damnation due? 
Can theſe of endleſs life have ſolid faith, 
Who never feai'd law-threats of endleſs death? 
Nay, ſail'd they ba'nt yet to the healing ſhore, 
Who never felt their ſinful, woful ſore. 

Imaginary faith is but a blind, 
That bears no fruit but of a deadly ind; 


* James ii. 26. 
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Nor can from ſuch a wild unwholeſome root 

The leaſt production riſe of living fruit. 

But ſaving faithcan ſuch an offspring breed, 

Her native product is a holy ſeed. | 

The faireſt iſſues of the vital breath 
Spring from the fertile womb of heaꝰ n · born faith ; 
Yet boaſts ſhe nothing of her own, but brings 
Auxiliaries from the King of kings, 

Who graves his royal law in rocky hearts, 

And gracious aid in ſoftening ſhow'rs imparts : 
This gives prolific virtue to the faith, 
Inſpir d at firſt by his almighty breath. 
Hence, fetching all her ſuccours from abroad, 
She ſtill employs this mighty pow'r of God. 
Drain'd clean of native pow'rs and legal aims, 
No ſtrength but in and from IX HOvAH claims: 
And thus her ſervice to the law o'ertops 

The tow'ring zeal of Phariſaic fops. 


— 
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SECT. IV. 


The believer only, being married to CHRIST, is ju- 
ſtiſied and ſanctiſied: and the more goſpel freedom 


from the law as a covenant, the more holy conformi- 
ty to it as a rule. 


Hus doth the Huſband by his Father's will 
Both for and in his bride the law fulfil : 
Fer her, as 'tis a covegant ; and then 
In her, as *tis a rule of life to men. 
Firſt all law-debt he moſt completely pays, 
Then of law- duties all the charge defrays. 
Does firſt aſſume her guilt, and looſe her chains, 
And then with living water waſh her ſtains; 
Her fund reflore, and then her form repair, 
And make his filthy bride a beauty fair 
His perfect righteouſneſs moſt freely grant, 
And then his holy image deep implant; 
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Into her heart his precious ſeed indrop, 
Which in his time will yield a glorious crop. 
But by alternate turns his plants he brings 
Through robbing winters and repairing ſprings. 
Hence, pining oft, they ſuffer ſad decays 
By dint of ſhady nights and ſtormy days. 
But bleſt with ſap, and influence * above, 
They live and grow anew in faith and love; 
Until tranſplanted to the higher ſoil, 0 
Where furies tread no more, nor foxes ſpoil. 
While Chriſt the living root remains on high, 
The noble plant of grace can never die; 
Nature decays, and fo will all the fruit 
That merely rifes on a mortal root: 
Their works, however ſplendid, are but dead, 
That from a living fountain don't proceed; 
Their faireſt fruit is but a garniſh'd ſhrine, 
That are not grafted in the glorious Vine. 
Devoteſt hypocrites are rank'd in rolls 
Ot painted puppets, not of living ſouls. 

No offspring but of Chriſt's fair bride is good, 
This happy matiriage has a holy brood. 
Let finners learn this myſtery to read, | 
We bear to glorious Chriſt no precious ſeed, 
Till ehrough the law, we to the law be dead, * q 
No true ob<ience to the law, but foic'd, 
Can any yield, till from the law divorc'd. 
Nor toit, as a rule, is homage giv'n, 
Jill fron it, as a cor 'nant, men be diiv'n. 
Yea more, till once they this divorce attain, 
Divorce from ſin they but attempt in vain; 
The curſed yoke of fin they baſely; draw, 
Till once unyoked from the curling law. 
Sin's full dominion keeps its native place, 
While men are under law, not under grace f. 
For mighty hills of enmity won't move, 
Till rouch'd by conqu'ring grace and mighty love. 
Gal. ii. 19. + Rom, vi. 14. 
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Were but the goſpel-ſecret underſtood, 

How God can pardon where he fees no good; 

How grace and mercy free, that can't. be bought, 

Reign through a righteouſneſs already wroughtz 

Were woful reigning unbelief depos d, 

Mytterious grace to blinded minds diſclos'd: 

Did Heav'n with goſpel-news its pow'r convey, 

And finners hear a faithtul God bur ſay, 

% No more law - d- bt remains for you to pay; 

% Lo, by the loving Surety all's diſcharg'd,” 

Their hearts behov'd with love to be enlarg'd: 

Love, the ſuccinct fulfilling of the law, 

Were then the eaſy yoke they'd ſweetly draw; 

Love would conſtrain and tc his ſervice move, 

Who left them nothing elſe to do but love, 

Slight now his loving precepts if they can; 

No, no, his conqu'ting kindneſs leads the van. 

When everlaſting love exerts the ſway, 

They judge themſelves more kindly bound t' obey, 

Bound by redeeming grace in ſtricter ſenſe 

Than ever Adam was in innocence. 

Why now, they are not bound, as Oy; 

To do and live, nor yet to ds or die; Tre 

Both life and death are put in Jeſus' hands, 

Who urges. neither in his kind commands, 

Not ſervile work their life and heav'n to win, 

Nor flaviſh labour death and heli to ſhun. 

Their aims are purer, fince they underſtood, 

Their heav'n was bought, their hell was quench'd 
with blood. 

The oars of goſpel-ſervice now. they ſind; 

Without or legal hope or flaviſh fear. 

The bride in ſweet ſecurity can dwell, 
Nor bound to purchaſe heav'n, nor vanquiſh hell : 
But bound for him the race of love to run, 

W hoſe love to her left none of theſe undone; 
She's bound to be the Lamb's obedient wife, 
And in his ſtrength to ſerve him during life; 
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To glorify his loving name for ay, 
Who left her not a fingle mite to pay 
Of legal debt, but wrote for her at large 

In characters of blood a full diſcharge. . 
Henceforth no ſervile taſk her labours prove, 
But grateful fruits of reverential love. 


. 


Coſpel. grace giving no liberty nor freedom to fin, but 
to holy ſervice and pure obedience. 


HE glorious Huſband's loye can't lead the wife 

To whoredom or licentiouſneſs of life: 
Nay, nay, ſhe finds his warmeſt love within, 
The hotteſt fire to melt her heart for ſin. 
His kind embrace is ſtill the ſtrongeſt cord. 
To bind her to the ſerviee of her Lord. 
The more her faith inſures this love of his,. 
The more his law her delectation is. | 
Some dream, they might, who this aſſurance win, 
Take latitude and liberty to fin. | | 
Ah ! ſuch bewray their ignorance, and prove | 


j 
' 


They want the lively ſenſe of drawing love; 
And how its ſweet conſtraining force can move. 
The ark of grace came never in to dwell, 
But Dagon luſts before it headlong fell. 

Men baſely can unto laſciviouſneſs 5 5 
Abuſe the doctrine, not the work of grace. 
Huggers of divine love in vice's path, 

Have but the fancy of it, not the faith. 

They never ſoar'd aloft on grace's wing, 
That knew not grace to be a holy thing : 
When regnant ſhe the powers of hell appals, 
And ſin's dominion in the ruin falls. 

Curs'd is the crew whoſe Antinomian dreſs 
Makes grace a cover to their idleneſs. 

The bride of Chriſt will ſure be very loth 
To make his love a pillow for her floth.. 
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W hy, mayn't ſhe fin the more that grace abounds ? 
Oh, God forbid! the very thought confounds. 
When dead unto the law, ſhe's dead to finz \ © 
How can ſhe any longer live therein ? 

To neither of them is ſhe now a ſlave, 

But ſhares the conqueſt of the great, the brave, 
The mighty Gen'ral, her victorious Head, 

Who broke the double chain to free the bride. 
Hence, prompted now with gratitude and love, 
Her cheerful feet in ſwift obedience move. 

More ſtrong the cords of love to duty draw, 

'Than hell, and all the curſes of the law. 
When with ſeraphic love the breaſts inſpir'd, 
By that are all the other graces fir'd ; 


Theſe kindling round, the burning beart and frame 
In life and walk ſend forth a holy flame. 


CHAP. IV. 


— 


A caution to all againſt a legal ſpirit; 
eſpecially to thoſe that have a profeſ- 


ſion without power, and learning 
without grace. 


H Y, ſays the haughty heart of legaliſts, 
Bound to the law of works by nat'cal twiſts, 
40 Wb ſuch ado about a law-divorce ? 

« Mens lives are bad, and would you have em worle ? 
“ Such Antinomian ſtuff with labour'd toil 

« Would human beauty's native luſtre ſpoil. 

4 What wickedneſs beneath the cov'ring lui ks, 
% That lewdly would divorce us all from works? 
« Why ſuch a ſtir about the law and grace ? 

« We know that merit cannot now take place, 

« And what needs more?” Well, to let ſlander drop, 
Be merit for a little here the ſcope. | 
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Ahl many learn to liſp in goſpel-terms, 
Who yet embrace the law with legal arms. 
By wholeſome education ſome are taught 
To own that human merit now is naught ; 
Who faintly but renounce proud merit's name, 
And cleave refin'dly to the Popiſh ſcheme. . 
For graceful works expecting divine bliſs, 
And, when they fail, truſt Chriſt for what's amiſs, 
Thus to his righteouſneſs profeſs to flee, | 
Yet by it ſtill would their own ſaviours be. 

They ſeem to works of merit bloody' foes, 
Yet ſeek ſalvation as it were * by thoſe. 
Blind Gentiles found, who did nor ſeek nor know; 
But Iſra'l Joſt it whole, who ſought it ſo. 
Let all that love to wear the legal dieſs, 
Know that as ſin, fo baſtard righteouſneſs 
Has ſlain its thouſands, who in tow'ring pride 
The righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt deride ; 
A robe divinely wrought, divinely won, 
Yet caſt by men for rags that are their own. 
But ſome to legal works ſeem whole deny'd, 
Yet would by goſpel-works be juſtify'd, 
A faith, repentance, love, and other ſuch : 5 


eſe dreamers being righteous overmuch, 
Like Uzza, give the ark a wrongful touch. 
By legal deeds however goſpeliz'd, 
Can e' er tremendous juftice be appeas'd ? 
Or ſinners juſtify'd before that God, 
Whoſe law is perfect, and exceeding broad? 
Nay, faith itſclf, that leading goſpel-grace, 
Holds as a work no juſtifying place. 
Juſt Heav'n to man for righteouſneſs 1imputes 
Not faith itſelf, or in its acts or fruits 
But Jeſus' meritorious life and death, 
Faith's proper object, all the honour hath. 
From this doth faith derive its glorious fame, 
Its great rehown and juſtifying name; | 


Rom. ix. 32. 


8 
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Receiving all things, but deſerving nought; 

By faith all's begg'd and taken, nothing bought. 
Its higheſt name is from the wedding · vote, 

So inſtrumental in the martiage-knot. 

IE HO VAR lends the bride in that bleſt hour, 

Th exceeding greatneſs of his mighty pour; 
Which ſweetly does her heart-conſent command, 
To reach the wealthy Prince her naked hand. 

For cloſe to his embrace ſhe'd never ſtir, 

If firſt his loving arms embrac'd not her : 

But this he does by kindly gradual chaſe, 

Of rouſing, raiſing, teaching, drawing grace. 
He ſhews her, in his ſweeteſt love-addreſs, 

His glory as the Sun of righteouſneſs; 

At which all dying glories earth adorn, 

Shrink like the ſick moon at the wholeſome morn. 
This glorious Sun ariſing with a grace, 

Dark ſhades of creature-righteouſneſs to chaſe, 
Faith now diſclaims itſelf, and all the train 5 


Of virtues formerly accounted gain; 

And counts them dung, with holy. meck diſdain. 

For now appears the height, the depth immenſe 

Of divine bounty and benevolence ; 

Amazing mercy ! ignorant of bounds ! 

Which moſt enlarged faculties confounds. 

How vain, how void now ſeem the vulgar charms, 

The monarch's pomp of courts, and pride of arms? 

The boaſted beauties of the human kind, 

The pow'rs of body, and the gifts of mind? 

Lo! in the grandeur of Immanuel's train, 

All's ſwallow'd up as rivers in the main. 

He's ſecn, when goſpel-light and ſight is giv'n, 

Encompaſs'd round with all the pomp of heav'n. 
The ſoul, now taught of God, ſees human ſchools . 

Make Chriitleſs rabbi's only lit'rate fools ; 

And that, till divine teaching pow'rful draw, 


No learning will divorce them from the law. 
I 


p— — — 
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Mere argument may clear the head, and force 

A verbal, not a cordial clean divorce. 

Hence many, taught the wholeſome terms of art, 
Have goſpel-heads, but {till a legal heart. 

Till ſov'reign grace and pow'r the finner catch, 
He takes not Jeſus for his only match. | 
Nay, works compete! ah ! true, however odd, 

Dead works are rivals with the living God. 

Till Heav'n's preventing mercy clear the ſight, 
Confound the pride with ſupernat'raFlight ; 

No haughty ſoul of human kind is brought 
To mortify her ſelf- exalting thought. 

Yet holieſt creatures in clay-tents that lodge, 
Be but their lives ſcann'd by the dreadful Judge; 

How ſhall they e er his awful ſearch endure, 

Before whoſe pureſt eyes heav'n is not pure? 

How muſt their black indictment be enlarg'd, 

When by him angels are with folly charg'd ? 

What human worth ſhall ſtand, when he ſhall ſcan? 

O may his glory ſtain the pride of man. 

How wondrous are the tracks of divine grace 
How ſearchleſs are his ways, how vaſt th' abyſs ! 
Let haughty reaſon ſtoop, and fear to leap; 
Angelic plummets cannot ſound the deep. 

With ſcorn he turns his eyes from haughty kings, 
With pleaſure looks on low and worthleſs things ; 
Deep are his judgements, ſov'reign is his will, 
Let ev'ry mortal worm be dumb, be ſtill. 

In vain proud reaſon ſwells beyond its bound; 5 


God and his counſels are a gulf profound, 
An ocean wherein all our thoughts are drown'd. 
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CHAP. v. 


Arguments and encouragements to go- 
ſpel-miniſters to avoid a legal ſtrain 
of doctrine, and endeavour thefinner's 
match with CHRIST by goſpel-means, 


BE ==. 
A legal ſpirit the root of damnable errors. 


E heralds great, that blow in name of God 
The filver trump of goſpel-grace abroad; 

And ſound, by warrant from the great I AM, 

The nuptial treaty with the worthy Lamb: 

Might ye but ſtoop th' unpoliſh'd muſe to brook, 

And from a ſhrub an wholeſome berry pluck ; 

Ye'd take encouragement-from what is ſaid, : 


By goſpel-means to make the marriage-bed, 
And to your glorious Lord a virgin chaſte to wed. 

'The more proud nature bears a legal ſway, 
The more ſhould preachers bend the goſpel- way: 
Oft in the church ariſe deflruCtive ſchiſms 
From anti-evangelic aphoriſms; 

A legal ſpirit may be juſtly nam'd | 
The fertile womb of ev'ry error damn'd. 

Hence Pop'ry, ſo connat'ral ſince the fall, 
Makes legal works like ſaviours merit all; , 
Yea, more than merit on their ſhoulder loads, 
To ſupeterogate like demi- gods. 

Hence proud Socinians feat their reaſon high, 
'Bove ev'ry precious goſpel-myſtery, 

Its divine Author ſtab, and without fear 
The purple covert of his chariot tear. 

With theſe run Arian monſters in a line, 
All goſpel-truth at _ to undermine 3 
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To darken and delete, like helliſh foes, 
The brighteſt colour of the Sharon Roſe. 
At beſt its human red they but decry, 
That blot the divine white, the native dye. 

Hence dare Arminians too, with brazen. face, 
Give man's free-will the throne of God's tree grace; 
Whole felf-exalting tenets clearly ſhew 
Great ignorance of law and goſpel too. 

Hence Neonomians ſpring, as ſundry call 
The new law-makers, to redreſs our-fall. | | 
The law of works into repentance, faith, 

Is chang'd, as their Baxterian bible faith. 

Sbaping the goſpel to an eaſy law, | 
They build their tort'ring houſe with hay and ſtraw; 
Let hide, like Rachel's idols in the ſtuff, 

Their legal hands within a goſpel- muff. 

Lea, hence ſprings Antinomian vile refuſe, 
Whoſe groſs abettors goſpel grace abuſe; 
Unſkill'd how grace's ſlken latchet binds 

Her captives to the law with willing minds. 


= 7. WE HINT 
A legal flrain doctrine diſcovered and diſcarded. 


O wonder Paul the legal ſpirit curſe, 
Of fatal errors ſuch a feeding nurſe. 
He, in JEHovaHn's great tremendous name, 
Condemns perverters of the goſpel-· ſcheme. 
He damn'd the ſophiſt rude, the babbling prieſt 
Would venture to corrupt it in the leaſt ; 
Yea, curs'd the heav'nly angel down to hell, 
That daring would another goſpel tell *. 
W hich crime 1s charg'd on theſe that dare diſpenſe 
The ſelf ſame goſpel in another ſenſe. 

Chriſt is not preach'd in truth, but in diſguiſe, 

If Lis bright glory half abſconded lies. 


Gal. 1. 7.8, 
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When goſpel - ſoldiers, that divide the word, 

Scarce brandiſh any but the legal ſword. 

While Chriſt the author of the law they preſs, 

More than the end of it for righteouſneſs; 

Chriſt as a ſeeker of our ſervice trace, 

More than a giver of enabling grace. 

The King commanding holineſs they ſhow, 

More than the Prince exalted to beſtow ; 

Yea, more on Chriſt the fin-revenger dwell, 

Than Chriſt Redeemer both from fin and hell. 
With legal ſpade the goſpel-field he delves, 

Who thus drives finners in unto themſelves ;. 

Halving the truth that ſhould be all reveal'd, 

The ſweeteſt part of Chriſt is oft conceal'd. 

We bid men turn from fin, but ſeldom ſay, 

Behold the Lamb that takes all fin away ! 

Chriſt, by the goſpel rightly underitood, 

Not only treats a peace, but makes it good. 

Thoſe ſuitors therefore of the bride, who hope 

By force to drag her with the legal rope, 

Nor uſe the drawing eord of conqu'ring grace, 

Purſue with flaming zeal a fruitleſs chaſe; 

In vain lame doings urge, with ſolemn awe, 

To bribe the fury of the fiery law : 

With equal ſucceſs to the fool that aims 

By paper-walls to bound devouring flames. 

The law's but mock'd by their moſt graceful deed}, 

hat wed not firſt the law-fulfilling Head; 

It values neither how they wrought nor wept, 

That ſlight the ark wherein alone 'tis kept. 

Yet legaliſts, DO, DO, with ardour preſs, 5 
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And with prepoſt rous zeal and warm addreſs, 
Would ſeem the greateſt friends to holineſs ; 
But vainly (could ſuch oppoſites accord) 
Reſpect the law, and yet reject the Lord. 
They ſhew not Jeſus as the way to bliſs, 
But Judas - like betray 9 a kiſs. 

3 
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Of boaſted works, or mere profeſſion puſt, 
Law · boaſters proving but law-breakers oft. 


SE CT. m. 


The burtfulnefs of net preaching Cag1sT, and diſt in- 
guiſbing duly between law and goſpel. 


ELL cares not how crude holineſs be preach'd, 
If ünners match with Chriſt be never reach'd; 
n 


owing their holineſs is but a ſham, 
Who ne'er are married to the hsly Lamb. 
Let words have never ſuch a pious ſhew, 
And blaze aloft in rude profeſſor's view, 
With facred aromatics richly ſpic'd, _ 
If they but drown in filence glorious Chriſt; 
Or, if he may ſome vacant room ſupply, 
Make him a (abject only by the by; 
They mar true holineſs with tickling chat, 
To breed a baſtard Pharifaic brat. 
They wofully the goſpel - meſſage broke, 4 
Make fearſul havoc of the Maſter's lock!!! 
Yer pleaſe themſelves, and the blind multitude, 
By whom the goſpel's little underftood. 

Rude ſouls perhaps imagine little odds 
Between the legal and the goſpel roads : 
But vainly men attempt to blend the two; 
They differ more than Chriſt and Moſes do. 
Moſes, evangelizing in a ſhade, 
By types the news of light approaching Grew : : 
But from the law of works by him proclaim'd, 
No ray of goſpel- grace or mercy gleam d. 
By nature's light the law to all is known, 
But lightſome news of goſpel-grace to none. 
The doing cov'nant now, in part or whole, 
Is ſtrong to damn, but weak to fave a foul. 
It hurts, and cannot help, but as it tends 


Through mercy to ſubſerve ſome goſpel - ends. 
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Law-thunder roughly to the goſpel tames, 

'Fhe goſpel mildly to the law reclaims. 

The fiery law, as 'tis a covenant, 

Schools men to ſee the goſpel-aid they want; 

Then goſpel-aid does ſweetly them incline 

Back to the law as tis a rule divine. 

Heav'n's healing work is oft commenc'd with wounds, 

Terror begins what loving-kindneſs crowns. 

Preachers may therefore preſs the fiery law, 

To ſtrike the Chriſtleſs man with dreadful awe. 

Law-threats which for his Gns to hell depreſs, 

Yea, damn him for his rotten righteouſneſs ; 

That while he views the law exceeding b 

He fain may wed the righteouſneſs of God. 
But ah ! to preſs law-works as terms of life, 

Was ne'er the way to court the Lamb a wife. 

To urge conditions in the legal frame, 

Is to renew the vain old cov'nant game. 

'The_law is good, when lawfully tit us'd, 

But moſt deſtructive when it is abus'd. 

They ſet not duties in their proper ſphere, 

Who d::ly law and goſpel don't ſever ; 

But under maſſy chains let finners lie, 

As tributaries, or to DO or DIE. 

Nor make the law a ſquating rule of life, 

But in the goſpel-throat a bloody knife. 


| SECT. IV. 
Damnable pride un [elf-righteouſnefs, fo natural ts 


all men, has little need te be encouraged by legal 
preaching. | | 


H E legal path proud nature loves ſo well, 
(Though yet 'tis but the cleaneſt road to hell) 
That lo! e'en theſe that take the fouleſt ways, 
W hoſe lewdne ſs no conttouling bridle ſtays 
If but their drowſy conſcience raile its voice, 


"Twill ſpeak the law of works their native choice, 
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And echo to the rouſing ſound, © Ah true! 

„I cannot hope to live, unleſs I DO.” 

No conſcious breaſt of mortal kind can trace 

The myſt'ry deep of being ſ. vd by grace. 

Of this nor is th= nat'ral conſcience ia 3 

Nor will admit it when it is reveal'd ; 

But puſhes at the goſpel like a ram, 

As proxy for the law, againſt the Lamb. 

The proud ſelf righteous Phariſaic ſtrain — - 

Is, 4 Bleſt be God l'm not like other men ; 

J read and pray, give alms, I mourn and faſt ; 

« And therefore hope I'll get to heaven at laſt : 

« For, though from ev'ry {in I be not free, 

&« Great multitudes of men are worſe than me. 

&« Pm none of thoſe that ſwear, cheat, drink, and 
„ whore.” 

Thus on the law he builds his Babel tow'r. 

Yea, ev'n the viieſt curſed debauchee 
Will make the law of works his very plea; - 5 
« Why, (ys the rake), what take you me to be ? 
« AT uk or Infidel, (you lie), I can't 
& Be term'd ſo baſe, * by a ſycophant; : 
«© Only T hate to act the whining ſaint 
« [ am a Chriſtian true; and therefore bode, 

& Ir ſhall. be well with me, I hop in God. 

« An't I an honcit man? yea, I defy 

„ Phe tongue that dare aſſert black to mine eye.” 
Pernaps, when the reprover turns his back, 

He'll vend the viler wares o' 's open'd rack, 

And with his fellows, in a ſtrain more big, 

&« Bil damn the baſe, uncharitable whig. 

„ Theſe ſcoun trel hypocrites (he'll proudly ſay} 

&" Think none ſhall ever merit heav'n but the 

« And yet we may compete with them; for Ee, 

The beſt have blemiſhes as well as we. 

c We have as good a heart (we truſt) as theſe, 

«© 'Tho' not their vain Iuperfiuous ſhew and blaze. 
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« Bigotted zealots, whoſe foul crimes are hid, 
« Would damn us all to hell; but God forbid. 
« Whatever ſuch a whining ſect profeſs, 
« Tis but a nice, moroſe, affected dreſs. 
« Ard though we don't pretend fo much as they, 
« We hope to compaſs heav'n a ſhorter way 
« We ſeck God's mercy, and are all along, 
« Moſt free of malice, and do no man wrong. 
« But whims fantaſtic ſhan't our heads annoy, 
« That would our ſocial liberties deſtroy. 
« Sure, right religion never was defign'd 
« 'To mar the native mirth of human kind. 
« How weak are thoſe that would be thought non- 
ſuch ! 
& How mad, that would be righteous &fermuch ! 
« We have ſufficient, though we be not cramm'd ; 
&« We'll therefore hope the beſt; let them be damn'd.“ 
Ah, horrid talk! yet fo the legal ſtrain 
Lards e'en the language of the moſt profane. 
Thus dev'liſh pride o'erlooks a thouſand faults, 
And on a legal ground itſelf exalts. 
This DO and LIVE, though doing pow'r be * 
In ev'ty mortal is proud nature's boaſt. 
How does a vain conceit of goodneſs ſwell, 
And feed falſe hope, amidſt the ſhades of hell? 
Shall we, who ſhould by goſpel-methods draw, 
Send finners to their. nat'ral ſpouſe the law ; 
And harp upon the doing ftring to ſuch, 
W ho ignorantly dream they do ſo much ? 
Why, thus, initcad of courting Chriſt a bride, 
We harden rebels in their native pride. 
Much rather ought we in God's name to place 
His great artill'ry ftraight againſt their face; 
And throw hot Sinai thunderbolts around, 
To burn their tow'ring hopes down to the ground. 
To make the pillars of their pride to ſhake, 
And damn heir duings to the burning lake. 
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To curſe the deers unto endleſs thrall, 

That never did continue to do all ®. 

To ſcorch their conſcience with the flaming air, 
And fink their hauguy hopes it deep deſpair; 
Denouncing Ebal's black.revenging doom, 

To blaſt their expeQation-in the bloom; 

Till once vain hope of life by works give place 
Unto a ſolid hope of life by grace. 
The vigo'rus uſe of means is ſafely urg'd, 
When preſling calls from legal dregs ate purg' d; 
But moſt unſafely in a fed'ral dreſs Fn 
Confounding terms of life with means of grace. 
Oh dang'rous is th' attempt proud flefh to pleaſe, 
Or ſend a ſinner to the law for eaſe ; 

Who rather needs to feel its piercing dart, 

Till dreadful-pangs invade his trembling heart 
And thither: ſhould be only fent for flames 

Of fire to-þurn his rotcen hopes and claims; 

That thus diſarm'd, he gladly may embrace, 
And graſp with eagerneſs the news of grace. 


SECT. vc. 


The goſpel of divine grace the only meant convert 
ing ſmners, and ſbould be preached therefore moſt 
clearly, fully, and freely. 


Hey ought, who royal grace's heralds be, 
To trumpet loud ſalvation full and free; 
Nor ſafely can, to humour mortal pride, 
In ſilence evangelic myſt'ries hide. 
What Heav'n 1s pleas'd to give, dare we refuſe, 
Or under ground conceal, leſt men abuſe ? 
Suppreſs the goſpel-flow'r, upon pretence 
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That ſome vile ſpiders may fuck poiſon thence ? 
Chriſt is a'ſtumbling-block, ſhall we neglect 

To preach him, leſt the blind ſhould break their 
neck ? 
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That bigh he's for the fall of many ſer 

As well as for the riſe, muſt prove no let. 

No grain of precious truth muit be ſuppreſt, 
Though reprobates ſhould to their ruin wreſt, 
Shall Heav'n's coruſcant lamp be dimm'd, that pays 
Its daily tribute down in golden rays, 

Becauſe ſome blinded with the blazing gleams, 
Share not the pleaſure. of the lightning beams? 
Loet thoſe be haxdned, petrify'd, and harm'd, 

The reſt are mollify'd and kindly warm'd. 
A various ſavour “, flowers in grace's field, 
Of life. to ſome, of death to others yield. 
Muſt then the roſe be vail'd, the lily hid, — 
The fragrant ſavour ſtifled ! God forbid, 
The revelation of the goſpel-flow'r, ö 

Is ſtill the organ fam'd of ſaving pow'r; 
Moſt juſtly then are legal minds condemn'd, 
That of the glorious goſpel are aſham'd : 
For this the divine: arm, and only this, 
The pow'r of God unto ſalvation is +. 
For therein is reveaPd, to ſcreen from wrath, . 

The righteouſneſs of God from faith to faith. 

The happy change in guilty ſinners caſe 

They owe to free diſplays of fov'reign grace; | 
W hoſe joyful tidings of amazing love | 
The miniſt rat ion of the Spirit prove. Y 
The glorious vent the goſpel-news expreſs, 

Of God's free grace, thro* Chriſt's full righteouſneſs, 

Is Heav'n's gay chariot where the Spirit bides, 

And in his conq'ring pow'r triumphant rides. 

The goſpel-field is ſtill the Spirit's ſoil, 

The golden pipe that bears the holy oil; 

The orb where he outſhines the radiant ſun, 

The filver channel where his graces run. 

Within the goſpel-banks his flowing tide 

Ot lightning, quickning monons, ſweetly glide. 
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Received ye the Spirit, ſcripture ſaith “, 

By legal works, or by the word of faith ? 

If by the goſpel only, then let none 

Dare to be wiſer than the wiſeft One. 
We muſt, who freely get, as freely give 

The vital word that makes the dead to live. 

For ev'n to ſinners dead within our reach 

We in his living name may moſt ſucceſsful preach. 
The Spirit and the ſcripture both agree , 

Jointly, (ſays Chriſt), to teſtiiy of me. 

The preacher then will from his text decline, 

That ſcorns to harmonize with this deſign. 

Preſs moral duties to the laſt degree; 

Why not ? but mind, leſt we ſucceſeleſs be, 

No light, no hope, no ſtrength for duties ſpring, 

W here Jeſus is not Propher, Prieſt, and King. 

No light to ſee the way, unleſs he teach, 

No joyful hope ſave in his Hd, we reach, 

No ſtrength unleſs his roy.] arm he ſtretch. | 

Then from our leading ſcope how groſs we fall, 8 


If, like his name, in ev'ry goſpel-call, 

We make not him the Fir, the Laft, the All 
Our office is to bear the radiant torch 

Of goſpel-light into the darkned porch 

Of human underſtandings, and diſplay 

The joyful dawn of everlaſting day; 

To draw the golden chariot of free grace, 

The darkned ſhades with ſhining rays to chaſe, 

Till Heav'n's brightlampon circling wheels be hurl'd, 

With ſparkling grandeur round the duſky world; 

And thus to bring, in dying mortals fight, 

New life and immortality to light. 

We're charg'd to preach the goſpel, unconfin'd, 

To ev'ry creature of the human kind; 

To call, with tenders of ſalvation free, 

All corners of the earth to came and /ce 5 
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And ev'ry ſinner muſt excuſeleſs make, 
By urging rich and poor to come and tabc. 

Ho, ev ry one that thirſts *, is grace's call 
Direct to needy ſinners great and ſmall; 
Not meaning thoſe alone, whoſe holy thirſt 
Denominates their ſouls already bleſt. 
If only thoſe were call'd, then none but ſaints ; 
Nor would the goſpel ſuir the ſinner's wants. 
But here the call does ſignally import 
Sinners and thirſty ſouls of ev'ry ſort ; 
And mainly to their door the meſſage brings, 
Who yet are thirſting after empty things; 
Who ſpend their means no living bread to buy, 
And pains for that which cannot ſatisfy. . 
Such. thirſty ſinners here invited are, 
Who vainly ſpend their money, thought, and care, 
On paſſing ſhades, vile luſts, and traſh ſo baſe 
As yield immortal fouls no true ſolace. 
The call directs them, as they would be bleſt, 
To chooſe a purer object of their thirſt. 
All are invited. by the joyful ſound 
To drink who need, as does the parched ground, 
Whoſe wide-mouth'd clefts ſpeak to the brafen {ky 
Its paſſive thirſt, without an active cry. 

The goſpel- preacher then, with holy ſxill, 
Muſt offer Chriſt to whoſoever will, 
'To ſinners of all ſorts that can be nam'd ; 
The blind, the lame, the poor, the halt, the maim'd. 
Not daring to reſtrict th* extenſive call, 
But op'ning wide the net to catch 'em all. 
No ſoul muſt be excluded that will come, 
Nor right of acceſs be confin'd to ſome. 
Though none wiil come till conſcious of their want, 
Yet right to come they have by ſov'reign grant; 
Such right to Chriſt, his promiſe, and bis grace, 
That all are damn'd who hear and don't embrace. 
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So freely is th* unbounded call diſpens'd, 

We therein find ev'n finners-unconvinc'd ; o 
Who know not they are naked, blind, and poor *, 
Counſeil'd to buy or beg at Jeſus' door, 

And take theglorious robe, eye ſalve, and golden - ore. 
This prize they are oblig'd by faith to win, 

Elze unbelief would never be their ſin, 

Vea, goſpel offers but a ſnam we make, 

If ev'ry ſinner has not right to take. 

Be goſpel heralds fortify'd from this, 

To trumpet grace, howe'er the ſerpent hiſs. 

Did hell's malicious mouth in dreadful ſhape 
»Gainſt innocence itſelf malignant gape ? 

Then ſacred truth's devoted vouchers may 

For dire reproach their meaſures conſtant lay. 
With cruel calumny. of old commenc d, 

This ſect will ev'ry where be ſpoke againſt ; 
While to and fro he runs the earth acroſs, 
Whoſe name is ADELPHON KATEGOR0s +. 

In ſpite of hell be then our conſtant ſtrife 

To win the glorious Lamb a virgin - wife. 


CHAP. VI. 


An exhortation to all that are out of 
CHR1sT; in order to their cloſing the 
match with him: containing alſo mo- 
tives and directions. 


% 


Eader, into thine hands theſe lines are giv'n, 
But not without the providence of Heav'n; 

Or to advance thy bliis, if thou art wiſe, 

Or aggravate thy wo, if thou deſpiſe. 

For tace, for thee, perhaps th' omniſcient ken 

Has form'd the counſel here, and led the pen, 


Rev. iii. 17. 18. 
+ Or, The accu/er of the bretbren, 
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The writer then does thy attention plead, 
In his great name that gave thee eyes to read, 
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Conviftion offered to ſinnert, eſpecially ſuch as are 
ue aded ſtrictiy to the law, or ſelf-righteous, that 
they may ſee their need of Cyr 1sT' righteouſneſs. 


F never yet thou didſt fair Jeſus wed, 
Nor yield thy heart to be his marriage - bed; 
But hitherto art wedded to the law, 
Which never could thy chain'd affections draw 
From brutiſh luſts and ſordid lover's charms ; 
Lo! thou art yet in Satan's folded arms. 
Hell's pow'r inviſible thy ſoul retains 
His captive ſlave, lock'd up in maſſy chains. 
O-Gnner then, as thou regard'ſt thy life, 
Seek, ſeek with ardent care and earneſt ſtrife 
To be the glorious Lamb's betrothed wife. 5 
For baſe cor rivals never let him loſe 
Thy. heart, his bed of conjugal repoſe. 
Wed Chriſt alone, and with ſevere remorſe. 
From other mates purſue a clean divorce ; 
For they thy ruin ſeek by fraud or forte. . 
As lurking ſerpents in the ſhady bow'rs 
Conceal their malice under fpreading flow'rs ; 
So thy deceitful luſts with cruel ſpite 
Hide ghaſtly danger under gay delight. 
Art thou a legal zealot, ſoft or 1nde,. 
Renounce thy nat'cal and acquired good: 
As baſe deceitſul luſts may work thy ſmart, 
So may deceittul frames upon thy heart. 
Seeming good motions may in ſome be found; 
Much joy in hearing, like the flony ground; 
Much ſorrow too in praying, as appears 
In Eſau's careful ſuit with rueful tears. 
Touching the law, they blameleſs may appear, 
From ſpurious views moſt ſpecious virtues bear. 
G 2 
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Nor merely be devout in mens eſteem, 
But prove to be ſincerely what they ſeem, 
Friends to the holy Jaw in heart and life, 
Suers of heav'n with utmoſt legal ſtrife ; 
Yet ſtill with innate pride ſo rankly ſpic'd, 
Converted but to duties, not to Chriſt, 
That publicans and harlots heav'n obtain 
Before a crew ſo righteous and ſo vain. 
Sooner will thoſe ſhake off their vicious dreſs, 
Than theſe blind zealots will their righteouſneſs, 
W ho judge they have (which fortifies · theit᷑ pride) 
The law of God itſelf upon their ſide. 
Old nature, new bruſh'd up with legal pains, 
Such ſtrict attachment to the law retains, 
No means, no motives can to Jeſus draw 
Vain ſouls fo doubly wedded to the law. 

But wouldſt the glorious Prince in marriage have, 
Know that thy nat'ral huſband: cannot ſave. 
Thy belt eſſays to pay the legal rent 
Can never in the leaſt the law content. 
Didſt thou in pray'rs employ the morning-light, 
In tears and groans the watches of the night, 
Pafs thy whole life in cloſe devotion o'er ; 
Ti- nothing to the law {till craving more. 
There's no proportion *twixt its high andes 


And puny works from thy polluted hands 
Perfection is the leaſt that it demands 
Wouldjt enter into life, then keep the law, 
But keep it perfectly without a flaw. 

It won't have leſs, nor will abate at laſt 

A drop of vengeance for the ſin that's paſt. 
Tell, ſinful mortal, is thy ſtock ſo large 
As duly can defray this double: charge ? 


« Why theſe are mere: impoſſibles, (ſayſt thou.) 


Yea, truly fo they are, and therefore now, 
That down thy legal confidence may fall, 
The la w's black doom home to thy boſom call. 
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&« Lo! I (the divine law) demand no leſs 

« Than perfect everlaſting rigi:couſneks ; 

« But thou haſt fail'd, and loſt thy ſirengeb to DO: 

« Therefore 1 doom thee to cternal wo z 

« In priſon cloſe to be ſhut up for ay, 

« Ere I be baffled with thy partial pay. 

« "Fhou always didſt and doſt my precepts break, 

c therefore curſe thee to the burning lake. 

« In Gad the great Lawgiver's glorious name, 

« I judge thy foul to everlaſting thame.” 

No fleſh can by the law be juſtified, 

Yet dareſt hog thy legal duties plead ? ? 

As Paul appeal'd to Ceſar, wilt thou ſo, 

Unto tie law? then to it ſhalt thou go, 

And find it doom thee to eternal wo, 

W hat, would ye have us plung'd in deep deſpair ? 

Amen, yea, God himſelf would have you there. 

His will it is that you deſpair of life, 

And ſafety by the law or legal rife ;; 

That cleanly thence divorc'd at any rate, 

His. faireſt Son may have a faithful mate. 

Till this law-ſentence paſs within your brexſt;. 

You'll never wed the law-diſcharging Prieſt. | 

You prize not heav'n till he through hell you drawz, 

Nor love the goſpel till you know the law. 
Know'then, the divine law moſt perſect Cares. 

For none ot thy imperfect legal wares ; 

Dooms thee to vengeance for thy linful ſtate, , 

As well as finful actions ſmall or great. 

If any {in can be acccuntied ſmall, 

To hell ir dooms thy ſoul for one and all. 

For ſins of naturc, practice, heart, and way, 

Damnation-tent it ſummons thee to pay. 

Yea, not for fin alone which is thy hame, 

But for thy boaſted ſervice too fo lame, 

The law adjudges thee and heli to meer, 

Becauſe thy cigarzouſneſs is incomplete. 
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As tow'ring flames burn up the wither'd flage, 
So will the fiery law thy filthy rags. 


By 


„„ HRS © 


Direction given with reference to the right uſe of the. 
meant, th.:t we reſt not on theſe inſteau CHRIST 


The glarious Huſband, in whom our help lies. 


8 4 Dam, where art thou? Soul, where art thou now? 


Oh, art thou ſaying, Sir, what ball Þ ds ? 
I dare not uſe that proud ſelf raiſing ſfrain, 
Go help yourſelf, and Cod will help you then. 
Nay, rather know, O Iſr'el, that thou haft 
Deſt roy'd thyſelf, and canſt not in the leaſt, 
From fin nor wrath thyſelf the captive free, 
Thy help (Gays Jeſus) only lies in me: 
Heav'n's oracles direct to him alone, 
Full help is laid upon this mighty One. 
In him, in him complete ſalvation dwells ; 
He's God the helper, and there ts none elſe. 


Fig-leaves won't hide thee from the fiery fhow'r, 


Tis he alone that faves by price aud pow'r. 
Muſt we do nothing then (will mockers ſay) 

But reſt in floth till Heav'n the help convey ? 

Pray, ſtop a little, ſinner, don't abuſe 

God's awful word, that charges thee to uſe 

Means, ordinances, which he's plcas'd to place, 

As precious channels of his pow'1ful grace. 

Reſtleſs improve all thefe, until from Heav'n 

The whole ſalvation needful thus be giv'n. 

Wait in this path, according to his call, - 

On him whole pow'r alone effecteth all. 

Wouldit thou him wed, in duties wait, I ſay, 

But marry not thy duties by the way. 

Thou'lt wofully come ſhort of ſaving grace, 

If duties only be thy reſting-place. 

Nay, go a Attle further through them all, 

To aun whole oſſice is to fave from thrall. 
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Thus in a goſpel- manner hopeful wait, 
Striving to enter by the rarrow pate ; 
So ſtrait and narrow, that it won't admit 
The bunch upon thy back to enter it. 
Not only bulky luſts may ceaſe to preſs, | 
But ev'n the bunch of boaſted righteouſneſs. 
Many, as in the facred page we ſee, 
Shall firive ta enter, but unable be: © 
Becauſe, miſtaking this new way of life, 
They puſh a legal, not a goſpel-ftrife : 
As if their duties did JEHovan bind, 
Becauſe tis written, Seek, and ye ſball find. 
Perverted ſcripture does their error fence, 
They read the letter, but neglect the ſenſe. 
While to the word no goſpel - gloſs they give, 
Their /cek and find's the ſame with do and live. 
Hence would they a connection native place 
Between their moral pains and ſaving grace : 
Their nat'ral poor eſiays they judge won't miſs 
In juſtice to infer eternal bliſs. | 
Thus commentaries on the word they make, 
Which to their ruin are a grand miſtake : | 
For, through the legal bias in their breaſt, 
They ſcripture to their own deſtruction wreſt. 
Why, if we /eek we get, they gather hence: 
Which is not truth, ſave in the ſcripture: ſenſe. 


There Jelus deals with friends, and elſewhe se ſaith, 


Theſe ſeekers only ſpeed that aſe in faith. 

The prayer «sf the wicked is abharr'd, 

As an abomination to the Lord. 

Their /uits are (in, But their neglectꝭs no leſs, 

W hich can't their guilt diminiſh, but increaſe. 
They ought, like beggars, lie in grace's way; 
Hence Peter taught the forcerer to pray: 
For though mere nat'ral mens addreſs or pray'ts 
Can no acceptance gain as works of theirs, 
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Nor have, as their performance, any ſway; 
Yet as a divine ordinance they may. 

But ſpotleſi truth: has bound itſelf to grant 
The ſuit of none bur the believing faint. 
In Jeſus perſons once accepted, do 
Acceptance ſind in him for duties too. 
For he, whoſe Son they do in marriage take, 

Is bound to hear them for their Huſband's ſake. 
But let no Chrittlefs foul at pray'r appear, 
As if JEHovan were oblig'd to hear: 

But uſe the means, becauſe a ſov'reign-God 
Miy come with alms, in this his wonted road. 
He wills thee to frequent kind wiſdom's gate, 
To read, hear, meditate, to pray and wait; 
Thy ſoirin then be on theſe duties bent, 

As el means, but not as legal rent. 

From theſe don't thy ſalvation hope nor claim, 
But from JEHovan in the uſe of them. 

The beggar's ſpirit never was fo dull, 

While waiting at the gate caltF'd Beautiful, 

To hope for ſuccour from the temple-gate, 

At which he daily did ſo careful wait; 

But from the rich and charitable ſort, 

Who to the temple daily made reſort. 

Means, ordinances, are the comely gate, 


At which kind: Heav'n has bid us conſtant wait: 


Nor tl t from theſe we have our alms, but from 
The lib'ral God, who there is wont to come. 
If either we thefe means thall dare neglect, 
Or yet from theſe th' enriching bliſs expect, 
We trom the glory of the King defalk, 
Who in the gallcries is wont to walk; 
We move not regular in duties road, 
Zut baſe, invert them to an idol god. 

Seck then, if goſpel- means you would eſſay, 
Through grace to ufe them in a goſpel-way : 
Not deeming that your duties are the price 


Of divine tavuur, oi of paradiſe; 
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Nor that your beſt efforts employ'd in theſe 
Are fit exploits your awful Judge to pleaſe. 
Why, thus you baſely idolize your traſh, 

And make it with the blood of Jeſus claſh. 
You'd buy the bleſſing with your vile refuſe, 
And ſo his precious righteouſneſs abuſe. 
What! buy his gifts with filthy lumber ? nay, 
Whoever- offers this muſt hear him ſay, 

Thy money periſh with thy ſoul for ay. 

Duties ate means, which to the marriage-bed 
Should chaſtly lead us like a chamber maid ; 
But if with her inſtead of Chriſt we match, 
We not our ſafety, but our ruin hatch.” 

To Ceſar what is Ceſar's ſhould be giv'n, 

But Ceſar muſt: not have what's due to Heav'n; 
So duties ſhould have duty's room, tis true, 
But nothing ot the glorious Huſband's due. 

W hile means the debt of clofe attendance crave; 
Our whole dependence God alone muſt have. 

If duties, tears, our conſcienee paeify, 

They wick the bloed of Chriſt preſume to vie. 
Means are his vaſſals; ſhall we without grudge- 
Diſcard the maſter, and eſpouſe the drudge ? 
The bypocrite, the legaliſt does fin, | 

To live on duties, not on Chriſt therein. 

He only feeds on empty diſhes, plates, 

Who dotes on means, at the manna frets. 
Let never means content thy foul at all, 
Without the Huſband, who is all in all. 

Cry daily for the happy marriage-hour ; 

To thee belongs the mean, to him the pow'r. 


A call te believe. in Tesus CRRIST, with fome hint 
at the act. and object of: faith. 


Riend, is the queſtion on thy heart engrav'd, 
What ſball I do to be for ever ſav'd? © 
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Lo! here's a living rock to build upon; 
Believe in Fefus ; and on him alone 
For righteouſneſs and ſtrength thine anchor drop, 
Renouncing all thy former legal hope. 
„% Believe (ſay you)! I can no more believe, 
© Than keep the law of works, the DO and 
« LIVE.“ f ws 

True, and it were thy mercy, didſt thou ſee 
Thine utter want of all ability. c 
New-cov'nant-graces he alone can grant, 
W hom God has. giv'n to be the covenant; © 
Ev'n Jeſus, whom the ſacred letters call 
Faith's object, author, finiſher, and all; 
In him alone,, not in thy act of faith, 
Thy ſoul believing full ſalvation hath. 

In this new cov'nant judge not faith to hold 
The room of perfect doing in the old. 
Faith is not giv'n to be the fed'ral price 
Of other bleſſings, or cf paradile : 
But Heav'n, by giving this, ſtrikes out a door 
At which is carried in ſtill more and more. 
No finner muſt upon his faith lay ſtreſs, 
As if it were a perfect righteouſnels. - 
God ne'er aſſign d unto. it ſuch a place, 
*Tis but at beſt a bankrupt begging grace. 
Its object makes its fame to fly abroad, 
So cloſe. it gripes the tighteouſneſs of God; 
W hich righteouſneſs receiv'd, is (without ſtrife) 
The true condition of eternal life. | 

But ſtill (ſay you) pow'r to believe I miſs. 
You may; but know you what believing is? 
Faith lies not in your building up a tow'r 
Of ſome great action by your proper pow'r. 
For Heav'n well knows, that by the killing fall 
No pow'r, no will remains in man at all 
For acts divinely good; till ſov'reign grace 
By pow'rtul drawing virtue turn the chaſe. 
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Hence none believe in Jeſus as they ought, 
Till once they firſt believe they can do nought, 0 
Nor are ſufficient e en to form a thought. 

They're conſcious, in the rigbt believing hour, 
Of human weakneſs, and of divine powr. 
Faith acts not in the ſenſe of ſtrength and might, 
But in the ſenſe of weakneſs acts outright. 

It is (no boaſting arm of pow't or length,) 

But weakneſs acting on atmighty t rength. 

It is the pow'rleſs, - helpleſs ſinner's flight 

Into the open arms of ſaving might: 

*Tis an employing Jeſus to do all 

That can within ſalvation's compaſs fall; 

To be the agent kind in ev'ry thing | 
Belonging to a prophet, prieſt, and king; 

To teach, to pardon, ſanctify, and ſave, 

And nothing to the creature's pow'r to leave. 
Faith makes us joyfully content that he 

Our Head, our Huſband, and our All ſhould be, 
Our righteouſneſs aad ſtrength,-our ſtock and ſtore, 
Our fund for food and raiment, grace and glore. 
It makes the creature down to nothing fall, 
Content that Chriſt alone be all in all. 

The plan of grace is faith's delightful view, 
With which it cloſes both as and true. 
Vnto the truth, the „ ind's af/ent is full, 

Unto the good a free conſenting. will. 
'The Holy Spirit here the agent chief, 
Creates this faith, and daſhes unbelief. 
That very God who calls us to believe, 
The very faith he ſects muſt alſo give. 
Why calls he then? (ſay you). Pray, man, be wiſe ; 
Why did he call dead Lazarus to riſe ? 
* Becauſe the orders in their boſom bear 
Almighty pow'r to make the carcaſe hear. 
But Heav'n may not this mighty p:w'r diſplay. 
Moſt true; yet ſtill thou art oblig'd t'obey, 
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But God is not at all oblig'd to ſtretch 
His ſaving arm to ſuch a ſinful wretch. 
All who within falvation-rolls have place, 
Are ſav'd by a prerogative of grace: 
But veſſels all that ſhall with wrath be cramm'd, 
Are by an act of holy juſtice damn'd. 

Take 1 deat ſoul, as from a friendly heart, 
The counſel which the foll'wing lines impart. 


SECT. TV. 


An advice to ſinners to apply te the ſovereign mercy 
of God, as it is diſcovered through CHRIST, to 
the big heft honour of Juſtice, and other divine attri- 
butes, in order to further their faith in him unto 
ſalvation. 


O, friend, and at is 's footſtool bow; 
Thou know ꝰſt not what a ſov'reign God may 
do. 

Confeſs, if he commiſerate thy caſe, 
Twill be an act of pow'rful ſov'reign grace. 
Sequeſtrate carefully ſome ſolemn hours, 
To ſhew thy grand concern in ſecret bow'rs. 
Then in th' enſuing ſtrain to God impart 
And pour into his boſom all thy heart. 
„O glorious, gracious, powerful, ſov'reign Lord, 
« Thy help unto a ſinful worm afford; 
« Who from my wretched birth to this fad hour 
« Have ſtill been deſtitute of will and pow'r 
« To cloſe with glorious Chriſt; yea, fill'd with (| 5 


* 


« At thy fair darling, and thy ſaints delight, 
« Reſiſting all his grace with all my might. 
« Come, Lord, and ſap my enmity's ſtrong tow'r ; 
« O haſte the macriage-day, the day of pow'r; 
« That ſweetly, by reſiſtleſs grace inclin'd, 

« My once reluctant be a willing mind. 

« 'Thou ſpak'ſt to being ev'ry thing we ſee, 

« When thy almighty will ſaid, Let it be. 
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Nothings to being in a moment paſs: 

Let there be light, thou ſaidſi, and ſ it was, 

A pow'rful word like this, a mighty call, 

Muſt fay, Let there be faith, and then it ſhall. 

Thou feek'ſt my faith and flight from fin and guilt; 

Give what thou ſeek'ſt, Lord, then ſeek what 
& thou wilt. 

What good can ifſue from a root ſo ill? 

This heart of mine's a wicked lump of hell; 

”"Fwill all thy common motions ſtill refiſt, 

Unleſs with ſpecial drawing virtue bleſt. 

Thou calls, but with the call thy pow'r convey; 

Command me to believe, and 111 obey, 

Nor any more thy gracious call gainſay. 

Command, O Lord, effectually command, 

And grant | be not able to withſtand ; 

Then pow'rleſs I will ſtretch the wither'd hand. 

« I to thy favour can pretend no claim, 

But what is borrow'd from thy glorious name; 

Which though moſt juſtly thou mayſt glorify, 

In damning ſuch a guilty wretch as me, 

A faggot fitted for the burning fire 

Of thine incenſed everlaſting ire: | 

Yet, Lord, ſince now I hear thy glorious Son, 

In favour of a race that was undone, 

Did in thy name, by thy authority, 

Once to the full ſtern juſtice ſatisfy ; 

And paid more glorious tribute thereunto 

Than hell and all its torments e'er can do. 

Since my ſalvation through his blood can 4% 


A revenue to juſtite' higheſt praiſe, 

Higher than rents, which hell for ever pays: 
Theſe to tremendous juſtice never bring 

A ſatisfaction equal and condign. _. 

But Jeſus our once dying God performs, 
What never could by ever-dying worms: 


H N 
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« Since thus thy threat'ning law is honour'd more 
Than e'er my fins affronted it before: 
« Since juſiice ſtern may greater glory win, 
« By juſtifying in thy darling Son, 
« Than by condemning ev'n the rebel me; 
&« To this device of wiſdom, lo! 1 flee. 
« Let juſtice, Lord, according to thy will, 
« Be glorify'd with glory great and full; 
t Not now in hell where juſtice petty pay 
6 Ts but extorted parcels minc'd for ay: 
'« But glorify'd in Chriſt, who down, has told 
The total ſum at once in liquid gold. 
« In loweſt hell low praiſe is only won, 
« But juſtice has the higheſt in thy Son, 
« The Sun of righteoutneis that ſet in red, 
«© To ſhew the glorious morning would ſucceed .« 
« In him then ſave thou me from ſin and ſhame, 0 
« And to the higheſt glorify thy name. 
« Since this bright ſcene thy glories all expreſs, 
« And grace as empreſs reigns throughrighteoujneſs ; 
« Since mercy fair runs in a crimſon flood, 
« And vents through juſtice · ſatisfying blood: 
« Not only then for mercy's ſake 1 ſue, 
« But for the glory of thy juſtice too. 
« And ſince each letter of thy name divine 
« Has in fair Jeſus” face the brighteſt ſhine, 
« This glorious Huſband be ſor ever mine. 
« On this ſtrong argument fo ſweet, ſo bleſt, 
“ With thy allowance, Lord, I muſt inſiſt. 
« Great God, fince thou allow'ſt unworthy me 
« To make thy glorious name my humble plea 
« No glory worthy of it wilt thou gain 
« By caſting me into the burning main. 
« My feeble back can never ſuit the load, 
« That ſpeaks thy name a ſin-revenging God. 
« Scarce would that name ſeem a conſuming fire 
Upon a worm unworthy of thine ire. 
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But ſee the worthy Lamb, thy choſen Prieſt, 
With juſtice* burning-glaſs againſt his breaſt, 


Contracting all the beams of *venging wrath, 


As in their centre, till he burn to death. 
Vengeance can never be ſo much proclaim'd 
By ſcatter'd beams among the millions damn'd. 
Then, Lord, in him me to the utmoſt ſave, 
And thou ſhalt glory to the higheſt have: 
Glory to wr/ilem that contriv'd fo well! 

Glory to pow'r that bore and bury'd hell! 
Glory to holine/s which fin defac'd, 

With ſinleſs ſervice now divinely grac'd! 
Glory to zuftice* ſword that flaming ſtood, 

Now drunk to pleafure with atoning blood! 
Glory to truth that now in ſcarlet clad, 

Has ſeal'd both threats and promiſes with red! 
Glory to mercy now in purple ſtreams, 
So ſweetly gliding through the divine flames 
Of other once offended, now exalted names ! 
Each attribute conſpires with joint embrace, 
To ſhew its ſparkling rays in Jeſus” face; 5 
And thus to deck the crown of matchleſs grace. 
But to thy name in hell ne'er can accrue 
The thouſandth part of this great revenue. 
“OO raviſhing contrivance ! light that blinds 
Cherubic gazers, and ſeraphic minds. 

They pry into the deep, and love to learn 
What yet ſhould vaſtly more be my. concern. 
Lord, once my hope molt reaſonleſs could dream 
Of heav'n, without regard to thy great name: 
But here is laid my laſting hope to found, 

A highly rational, a divine ground. 

"Tis reaſonable, I expect thoul't take 

'The way that moſt will for thine honour make. 
Is this the plan! Lord, let me build my claim 


* 


To life, on this high glory of thy name. 
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« Nor let my faithleſs heart or think, or ſay, 

« hat all this glory ſhall be thrown my 
In my perdition; which will never raiſe 

« To thy great name fo vaſt a rent of praiſe. 

« O then a rebel into favour take : 

„Lord, ſhield and fave me for thy glory's ſake. 
« My deb ruin 1s not worth the coſt, 

« That ſo much glory be for ever loſt. 

«« I'll of the greateſt finner bear the ſhame, 

« 'To bring the greateſt honour to thy name. 

„ Small loſs, though I ſhould periſh endleſs days, 
« But thouſand pities grace ſhould loſe the praiſe. 
„ O hear, Jenovan, get the glory then, 

« And to my ſupplication ſay, Amen.“ 


8er. V. 


The terrible doom of unbelievers, and rejefters of 
- Cukisr, or deſpiſers of the goſpel. 


Hus, finner, into Jeſus' boſom flee, 
Then there is hope in Iſra'l ſure for thee. 

Slight not the call, as running by in rhime, 
Leſt thou repent for ay, if not in time. 
*Fis molt unlawful to contemn and ſhun 
All wholeſome counſels that in metre run ; 
Since the prime fountains of the ſacred writ 
Much heav'nly truth in holy rhimes tranſmit. 
If this don't pleaſe, yet hence it is no crime 
To verſify the word, and preach in rhime. 
But in whatever monks the doctrine lies, 
Some etring minds will goſpel-truth deſpiſe 
Without remede, till Heav'n anoint their eyes. 
Theſe lines.pretend no conqu'ring art nor ſkill, 
But ſhew in weak attempts a ſtrong good-will, 
To mortify all native legal pride, 
And court the Lamb of God a virgin bride. 
If he thy conjunct match be never giv'n, 
Thou'rt doom'd to hell, as ſure as God's in heav'n. 


If goſpel-grace and goodneſs don't thee draw, 
Thou art condemn'd already by the law. 

Yea, hence damnatien deep will doubly brace, . 
If (till thy heart contemn redeeming grace. 

No argument from fear or hope will move, 

Or draw thy heart, if not the bond of love: 
Nor flowing joys, nor flaming terrors chaſe 

To Chriſt the hav'n, without the gales of grace. 
O lighter then of grace's joyful found, . 
Thou'it over to the wrathful ocean bound. 

Anon thou'lt fink into the gulf of woes, 
Whene'er thy waſting hours are at a cloſe: 
Thy falſe old legal hope will then be loſt, 

And with thy wretched foul give ap the ghoſt. 
Then farewell God and Chriſt, and grace and glore; 
Undone thou art, undone for evermore, 

For ever ſinking underneath the load 

And preſſure of a fin-revenging God. 5 
The facred awful text aſſerts, To fall 

Into his living hands is fearful thrall; 

When no more ſacrifice for fin remains, . | 
But ever-living wrath, and laſting chains: 
Heav'n ſtill upholding life in dreadful death, 
Still throwing down hot thunderbolts of wiath, 
As full of terror, and as manifold, 

As finite veſſels of his wrath can hold. 

Then, then we may ſuppoſe the wretch to ery, 
© Oh, if this damning God would let me die, 
« And not torment me to eternity! | 
« Why from the ſilent womb of {tupid earth 
« Did Heav'n awake, and puſh me into birth ? 
„ Curs'd be the day that ever gave me life; 

« Curs'd be the cruel parents, man and with”, 

« Means of my being, inſtruments of wo; 

% For now 'm damn'd, I'm damn'd, and always fo: : 

« Curs'd be the day that ever made me hear 

% The goſpel- call, 1 brought ſalvation near. 
| 3 
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The endleſs found of lighted mercy's bell, 
Has in mine ears the moſt tormenting knell. 
Of offer'd grace I vain repent the loſs, 

The joyful ſound with horror recognoſce. 

The hollow vault reverberates the ſound, 

This killing echo ſtrikes the deepeſt wound, 
And with too late remorſe does now confound. 
Into the dungeon of deſpair-l'm lock'd, 

Th' once open door of hope for ever block'd : 
Hopeleſs, I fink into the dark abyſs, _ 
Baniſh'd for ever from eternal blifs. 

In boiling waves of vengeance muſt I lie ? 

O could I curſe this dreadful God, and die! 
Infinite years in torment ſhall I ſpend, 

And never, never, never at an end ? 

Ah! muſt I live in torturing deſpair 

As many years as atoms in the air ? 

When theſe are ſpent, as many thouſands more 
As grains of ſand that crowd the ebbing ſhore ? 
When theſe are done, as many yet behind 
As leaves of foreſt ſhaken with the wind? 
When theſe are gone, as many to enſue 

As ſtems of graſs on hills and dales that grew? 
When theſe run out, as many on the march 

As ſtarry lamps that gild the ſpangled arch ? 
When theſe expire, as many millions more 

As moments in the millions pait before ? 
When all theſe doleful years are ſpent in pain, 
And mul:1ply'd by myrizds again, 

Till numbers drown the thought ; could I ſuppoſe 
That then my wretched years were at a cloſe, 
This would afford ſome eaſe : but, ah! I ſhiver 
To think upon the dreadful found, for ever. - 
The burning gulph, where I blaſpheming lie, 
Is time no more, but vaſt eternity. 

The growing torment I endure for fin, 


Through ages all is always to begin, 


Parl. The Believer's Eſpouſals. 91 
« How did I but a grain of pleaſure ſow, 

& To reap an harveſt of immortal wo? 

« Bound to the bottom of the burning main, 

« Gnawing my chains, I wiſh ior death in vain. 
« Juſt doom! ſince I that bear th' eternal load 
& Contemn'd the death of an eternal God. 

« Oh, if the God that curs'd me to the laſh, 

«© Would bleſs me back to nothing with a daſh! 
« But hopeleſs I the juſt avenger hate, 
„ Blaſpheme the wrathful God, and curſe my fate.” 

To theſe this word of terror I direct, 

Who now the great ſalvation dare neglet : 

To all the Chriſt deſpiſing multitude, 

That trample on the great Redeemer's blood ; 
That ſee no beauty in his glorious face, 

But flight his offers, and refuſe his grace. 

A meſſenger of wrath to none I am, 

But thoſe that hate to wed the worthy Lamb. 
For though the ſmalleſt fins, - if ſmall can be, 
Wil plunge the Chriſtleſs ſoul in miſery : 

Yer, lo, the greateſt that to morrals cleave, 
Shan't damn the ſouls in Jeſus that believe 
Becauſe they on the very method fall 

That well can make amends to God for all. 

W hereas proud fouls through unbelief won't let 
The glorious God a reparation get 

Of ail his honour, in his darling Son, 

For all the great diſhonours they have done. 

A faithleſs foul the glorious God bereaves 

Of all the ſatisfaction that he craves ; 

Hence under divirte hotteſt fury lies, 

And with a double vengeance juſily dies 

The blackeſt part of Tophet is their place, 

Who flight the tenders of redeeming grace. 
That ſacrilegious monſter, wunbelief, 

So hard'ned 'gainſt remorſe and pious grief, 
Robs God of all the glory of his names, 

And ev'ry divine attiibute defames. 


. 
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It loudly calls the truth of God a lie, 

7 he Gd of truth a liar ; horrid cry! 
Doubts and denies his precious words of grace, 
Spits venom in the royal Suitor's face. 

T his monſter cannot ceaſe all fin to hatch, 

Becauſe it proudly mars the happy match. 

As each _law-wedded foul is join'd to fin, 

And deſtitute of holineſs within; | 

So all that wed the law, muſt wed the,curſe, 
Which rent they ſcorn to pay with Chriſt's full purſe. 
They clear may read their dreadful doom in brief, 
W hoſc felter'd fore is final unbelief : | 
Though to the law their life exactly fram'd, 5 x 


For zealous acts and paſſions too were fam'd: 
Yet, lo! He that believes nat, ball be damn d. 


But now 'tis proper, on the other. file, 
With weros of comfort to addreſs the bride. 
She in ber glorious Huſband does poſſeſs 
Adorning grace, acquitting righteouſneſs : 
And hence to her pertain the gollen mines 
Of comfert of *ned in the foll wing lines. 


GOSPEL SONNETS; 
o R, 


SPIRITUAL: SONGS. 


* 


FAT H 
The BELIEvER'S JoOINTURE; 
0 RX, 


The POEM continued upon IsAIAH 
liv. 5. Thy Maker us thy Husband. 


N. B. The following lines being primarily intended 
for the uſe and edification of piouſly exerciſed ſouls, 
and eſpecially thoje of a mere common and erdinary 

capacity; the author thought fit, through the 
whole. of this ſecond part of the book, to continue, 

. as in the former edit ions, to repeat that part of 

the text, Thy Huſband, in the lajt line of every 
verſe : becauſe bawever it tended to limit him, 

and reſtrict his liberty of words in the compoſition, 
yet having ground to judge, that this appropria- 
ting compeila t ion, flill reſumed, had rendered theſe 
lines formerly the more ſuvoury to ſome exerciſed 

Chrigians, to whim the name CnRIS T par- 
ticularly as their Head ani Huſband ) is as oint- 
ment poured forth; he choſe rather to ſubject 
himſelf to that reſtriction, than to with hold what 
may tend to the ſatisfattion and comfort of thoſe to 
whom CHRIST 1s all in all; and to whom his name 
as their Huſband, ſo many varigus ways applied, 
will be no nauſeous repetition. 
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SNA. I. 


Containing the privileges of the belie- 
ver that is eſpouſed to CHK1ST by 
faith of divine operation. 


- 


SECT. I. 


The believer's perfect beauty, free acceptance, and 
Full ſecurity, through the imputation of CHRIST'S- 
perfect righteouſneſs, thwugh imparted grace be 

_ amperfeft. 


Happy ſoul, Je mov an's bride, . 
” CBE Lamb s beloved ſpouſe, 
Sroug conſolation's flowing tide 
Thy Huſband thee allows. 


In thee, though like thy father's race, 
By nature black as hell; | 
Yet now fo beautify'd by grace, 
Thy Huſband loves to dwell. 


Fair as the moon thy robes appear, 
While graces are in dreſs: 

Clear as the ſun, while found to wear 

Thy Huſband's righteouſneſs. 


Thy moon-like graces, changing much, 
Have here and there a ſpot; 

Thy ſun-like glory is not ſuch, 
Thy Huſband changes not. 


Thy white and ruddy veſture fair 
Gries the roſy leaf; 


For mong ten thookad beauties rate 
Thy Huſband is che chief. 
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Cloth'd with the ſun, thy robes of light 


The morning rays outſhine; 
The lamps of heav'n ate not ſo bright, 
Thy Huſband decks thee fine. 


Though helliſh ſmoke thy duties ſtain, 
And fin deform thee quite; 
'Thy Surety's merit makes thee clean, 


Thy Huſband's beauty white. 


Thy pray'rs and tears, nor pure, nor good, 
But vile and loathſome ſeem ; 

Yet gain, by dippir g in his blood, 
Thy Huſband's high eſteem. 


No ſear thou ſtarve, though wants be great, 
In him thou art complete : 

{by hungry foul may hopeful wait, 
Thy Huſband gives thee meat. 


Thy money, merit, pow'r, and pelf, 
Were ſquander'd by thy fall; 
Yet, having nothing in thyſelf, 
Thy Huſband is thy all. 


Law-precepts, threats, may both beſet 


To crave of thee their due; 
Bur juſtice for thy double debt 
Thy Huſband did purſue. 


Though juſtice ſtern as much belong 
As mercy to a God; | 
Yet juſtice ſuffer'd here no wrong, 

Thy Huſband's back was bioad. 


He bore the load of wrath alone, 
That mercy might take vent; 

Heav'n's pointed arrows all upon 
Thy Huſband's heart were ſpent. 


No partial pay could juſtice ſtill, 
No farthing was 1<trench'd ; 


— — 
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Vengeance exacted all, until 
Thy Huſband all advanc'd. 


He paid in liquid golden red 
Each mite the law requir'd, 
Till with a loud Tus finiſbed, 

Thy Huſband's breath expir'd. 


No proceſs more the law can tent; 
Thou ſtand'ſt without its verge, 

And mayſt at pleaſure now pteſent 
Thy Huſband's full diſcharge. 


Though new contracted guilt beget 
New fears of divine ire; 

Yet fe ir thou not, though drown'd in debt, 
Thy Huſband is the payer. 


God might in rigour thee indite 
Of higheſt crimes and flaws ; 


But on thy head no curſe can light, 
Thy Huſband is the cauſe. 


SE CT. . 


_ CunisT the believer's friend, prophet, prieſt, king, | 
defence, guide, guard, help, and healer. 


Ear ſoul, when all the human race 
Lay weltering in their gore, 
Vaſt numbets in that diſmal caſe 
Thy Huſband paſſed o'er. 


But pray, why did he thouſands paſs, 
And ſet his heart on thee ? 

The deep, the ſearchleſs reaſon was, 
Thy Huſband's love is free. 


The forms of favour, names of grace, 
And offices of love, 
He bears for thee, with open face 


Thy Huſband's kindneſs prove. 
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Gainſt darkneſs black, and error blind, 
Thou haſt a ſun and ſhield; 

And, to reveal the Father's mind, 
Thy Huſband Prophet ſeal'd. 


He likewiſe to procure thy peace, 
And fave from ſin's K 

Reſign'd himſelf a ſacrifice; 
Thy Huſband is thy Prief. 


And that he might thy will ſubject, 
And ſweetly captive bring, 

Thy fins ſubdue, his throne ere, 
Thy Huſband is thy Xing. 


Though num'rous and affaulting foes 
Thy joyful peace may mar; 

And thou a thouſand battles loſe, 
Thy Huſband wins the war. 


Hell's forces, which thy mind appall, 
His arm can ſoon diſpatch ; 

How ſtrong ſoe'er, yet for them all 

Thy Huſband's more than match. 


Though ſecret luſts with hid conteſt, 
By heavy groans reveal'd, 

And devils rage; yet do their beſt, 
Thy Huſband keeps the field. 


When, in deſertion's ev'ning dark, 
Thy ſteps are apt to ſlide, 

His conduct ſeek, his counſel mark, 
Thy Huſband is thy guide. 


In doubts, renouncing ſelf- conceit, 
His word and Spirit prize: 

He never counſell'd wrong as yet, 
Thy Huſband is ſo wor | 
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When weak, thy refuge ſeeſt at hand, 
Yer cannot run the length; 

"Tis preſent pow'r to underſtand 
Thy Huſband is thy ſtrength. 


When ſhaking ſtorms annoy thy heart, 

| His word commands a calm : 

| When bleeding wounds, to eaſe thy ſmart, 

|, Thy Huſband's blood is balm. 

| Truſt creatures, nor to help thy chrall, 
Nor to aſſuage thy grief: 

Uſe means, but look beyond them all, 
Thy Huſband's thy relief. 


If Heav'n preſcribe a bitter drug, 
Fret not with froward will; 

This carriage may thy cure prorogue; 
Thy Huſband wants not fkill. 


[1 He ſees the ſore, he knows the cure 

j | Will moſt adapted be ; 

| "Tis then moſt reaſonable, ſure, 
Thy Huſband chooſe for thee. 


Friendſhip is in his chaſtiſements, 
And favour in his frowns ; 


Thence judge not then, in heavy plaints, 
"Thy Huſband thee diſowns. 


The deeper his ſharp lancet go 
In ripping up thy wound, 

The more thy healing ſhall unto 
Thy Huſband's praiſe redound. 


* 
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SECT. III. 
CnarisT the believer's wonderful phyſician, and 
wealthy friend. 


Ind Jeſus empties whom he'll fill, 
Caſts down whom he will raiſe ; 
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He quickens whom he ſeems to kill; 
Thy Huſband thus gets praiſe. 


When awful rods are in his hand, 
There's mercy in his mind; 
When clouds upon his brow do ſtand, 

, Thy Huſband's heart is kind. 


In various changes to and fro, 

He'll ever conſtant prove; 

Nor can his kindneſs come and go, 
Thy Huſband's name is Love. 


His friends in moſt afflicted lot 
His favour moſt have felt; 


For when they're try'd in furnace hot, 
Thy Huſband's bowels melt. 


When he his bride or wounds or heals, 
Heart - kindneſs does him move; 
And wraps in frowns as well as ſmiles 
Thy Huſband's laſting love. 


In's hand no cure could ever fail, 
Though of a hopeleſs ſtate; 

He can in deſp'rate caſes heal, 
Thy Huſband's art's ſo great. 


The medicine he did prepare, 
Can't fail to work for good: 

O balſam powerful, precious, rare, 
Thy Huſband's ſacred blood: 


Which freely from his broached breaſt 
Guſh'd out like pent-up fire. 

His cures are beſt, his wages leaſt, 
Thy Hufband takes no hire. 


Thou haſt no worth, no might, no good, 
His favour to procure: 
But ſee his ſtore, his pow'r, his blood ! 
Thy Huſband's ws poor. 
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Himſelf he humbled wondrouſly 
Once to the loweſt pitch, 
That bankrupts through his poverty 


' Thy Huſband might enrich. 


His treaſure is more excellent 

| Than hills of Ophir gold: 

| In telling ſtore were ages ſpent, 
| 
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Thy Huſband's can't be told. 


1 All things that fly on wings of fame, 
0 Compar'd with this are droſs; 

Ii For ſearchleſs riches in his name 

| Thy Huſband doth engroſs. 


The great IMMANUEL, God-man, 
Includes ſuch ſtore divine; 

Angels and ſaints will never ſcan 
Thy Huſband's golden mine. 


He's full of grace and truth indeed, 
Of Spirit, merit, might; 
Þ Of all the wealth that bankrupts need 
Thy Huſband's heir by right. | 


Though heav'n's his throne, he came from thenee 
To ſeek and fave the loſt ; 

W hatever be the vaſt expence, 
'Thy Huſband's at the coſt. 


Pleas'd to expend each drop of blood 
That fill'd his royal veins, 

| He frank the ſacred victim ſtood ; 

| Thy Huſband ſpar'd no pains. 


| His coſt immenſe was in thy place, 
| Thy freedom coſt his thrall; 

| Thy glory coſt him deep diſgrace, 
Thy Huſband paid for all. 


* 
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. 


The believer's ſafety under the covert of CHRIST T 
atoning blood, and powerful interceſſion. 


Hen Heav'n proclaim'd hot war and wrath, 
And fin increas'd the ſtrife 

By rich obedience unto death, 
Thy Huſband bought thy life. 


The charges could not be abridg'd, 
But on theſe noble terms; 
Which all that prize, are hugg'd amidſt 
Thy Huſband's folded arms. 


When law condemns, and juſtice too 
To priſon would thee hale; 

As ſureties kind for bankrupts do,. 
"Thy Huſband offers bail. 


God on theſe terms is reconcil'd, 
And thou his heart haſt won; 

In Chriſt thou art his favour'd child, 
Thy Huſband 1s his Son. 


VindiQtive wrath is whole appeas'd,. 
Thou need'ſt not then be mov'd ; 

In Ixsus atways he's well pleas'd, 
Thy Huſband's his belov'd.. 


What can be laid. unto thy charge, 
When God does not condemn 2? 


Bills of complaint though foes enlarge, 
Thy Huſband anſwers them. 


When fear thy guilty mind confounds, 
Full comfort this may yield; 

Thy ranſom-bill with blood and wounds 
Thy Huſband kind has ſeal d. 
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His promiſe is the fair extract 
Thou haſt at hand to ſhew ; 
Stern juſtice can no more exact, 
Thy Huſband paid its due. 


No terms he left thee to fulfil, 
No clog to mar thy faith ; 

His bond is fign'd, his latter-will 
Thy Huſband feal'd by death. 


The great condition of the band 
Of promiſe and of bliſs, 

Is wrought by him, and brought to hand, 
Thy Huſband's righteouſneſs. 


When therefore preſs'd in time of need, 
To ſue the promis'd good, 

Thou haſt no more to do but plead 
Thy Huſband's ſealing blood. 


This can thee more to God commend, 
And cloudy wrath diſpel, 

Than e'er thy ſinning could offend ; 
Thy Huſband vanquiſh'd hell. 


When vengeance feems, for broken laws, 
To light on thee with dread ; 

Let Chriſt be umpire of thy cauſe, 
Thy Huſband well can plead. 


He pleads his righteouſneſs, that brought 
All rents the law could crave ; | 


z 


- 


Whate'er its precepts, threat'nings, ſought, 


Thy Huſband fully gave. 


Did holineſs in precepts ſtand, 
And for perfection call, | 
Juſtice in threat'nings death demand ? 


Thy Huſband gave it all. 


His blood the fiery law did quench, 
Its ſummons need not ſcare ; 
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Tho't cite thee to Heav'n's awful bench, 
Thy Huſband's at the bar. 


This Advocate has much to ſay, _ 
His clients need not fear ; 

For God the Father hears him ay, 
Thy Huſband hath his ear. 


A cauſe fail'd never in his hand, 
So ſtrong his pleading is ; 

His Father grants his whole demand, 
Thy Huſband's will 1s his. | 


Hell-forces all may rendezvous, 
Accuſers may combine : | 

Yet fear thou not who art his ſpouſe, 
Thy Huſband's cauſe is thine. 


By ſolemn oath IE RHOVARH did 
His prieſthood ratify ; | 

Let earth and hell then counterplead, 
Thy Huſband gains the plea. 


SR > V. 


The believer's FAITH and HOPE encouraged, even in 
the darkeſt nights of deſertion and diſtreſs. 


HE cunning ſerpent may accuſe, 
But never ſhall ſucceed ; 
The God of peace will Satan bruiſe, 
Thy Huſband broke bis bead. 


Hell- furies threaten to devour, 
Like lions robb'd of whelps : 
But lo, in ev'ry per'lous hour, 
Thy Hutband always helps. 


That feeble faith may never fail, 
'Thine Advocate has pray'd 3 
Though winnowing tempelts may aſſail, 
Thy Huſband's near to aid. 
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Though grievous trials grow a- pace, 
And put thee to a ſtand; 

Thou mayſt rejoice in ev'ry caſe, 
Thy Huſband's help at hand. 


Truſt, though, when in deſertion dark, 
No twinkling ſtar by night, | 

No ray appear, no glimm'ring ſpark ; 
Thy Huſband is thy light. | 


His beams anon tbe clouds can reut, 


And through the vapours run; 
For of the brighteſt firmament 
Thy Huſband: is the ſun. 


Without the ſun who mourning go, 
And ſcarce the way can lind, 

He —_— through paths they do not know ; 
Thy Huſband leads the bhnd. 


Through fire and water he with ſtill 
Brings to a wealthy land ; 
Rude flames and roaring floods, BE STILL, 
Thy Huſband. can command. 


When fin diſorders heavy brings, 

That preſs thy ſoul with weight ; 

Then mind how many crooked things 
Thy Huſband has made ſtraight. 


Sill look to him with longing eyes, 
Though both thine eyes ſhould fail; 

Cry, and at length, though not thy cries, 
Thy Huſband ſhalt prevail. 


Still hope for favour at his hand, 
Though favour don't appear; 

When help ſeems moſt aloof to ſtand, 
Thy Huſband's then moſt near. 


In cafes hopeleſs-like, faint hopes 
May fail, and fears auncyz 
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But moſt when ſtript of earthly pro 
Thy Huſband thou'lt enjoy. i 


If providence the promiſe thwart, 
And yet thy humbled mind 

Gainſt hope believes in hope, thou art 
Thy Huſband's deareſt friend. 


Art thou a weakling poor and faint, 
In jeopardy each hour ? 

Let not thy weakneſs move thy plaint, 
Thy Huſband has the pow'r. 


Dread not the foes that foil'd thee long, 
Will ruin thee at length: 

; When thou art weak, then art thou ſtrong 
Thy Huſband is thy ſtrength. 


When foes are mighty, many too, 
Don't fear, nor quit the field ; 
Tis not with thee they have to do, 

Thy Huſband is thy ſhield. 


"Tis hard to fight againſt an hoſt, 
Or ſtrive againſt the ſtream ;_ 

But lo, when all ſeems to be loſt, 
Thy Huſband will redeem. 


8 E C T. VI. 


Benefits accruing to believers, from the offices, names, 
natures, and ſufferings of CHRIST. 


RT thou by luſts a captive led, 
Which breeds thy deepeſt grief? 
Jo ranſom captives is his trade, 


Thy Huſband's thy relief. 


His precious name is JESUS, why? 
' Becauſe he ſaves from fin ; 
Redemption-right he won't deny, 
Thy Huſband's near of kin 
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His wounds have ſav'd thee once from woes, 
His blood from vengeance ſcreen'd ; 

When heav'n, and earth, and hell were foes, 
Thy Huſband was a friend : 


And will thy Captain now look on, 
And ſee thee trampled down ? 

When, lo, thy Champion has the throne, 
Thy Huſband wears the crown. 


Yield not, though cunning Satan bribe, 
Or like a lion rore ; | 

The Lion ftrong of Judah's tribe 
Thy Huſband's to the fore. 


And that he never will for/ake, 
His credit fair he pawn'd ; 

In hotteſt broils, then, courage take, 
Thy Huſband's at thy hand. 


No ſtorm needs drive thee to a ſtraĩt, 
Who doſt his aid invoke : 

Fierce winds may blow, proud waves may beat 
Thy Huſband is the rock. | 


Renounce thine own ability, 
Lean to his promis'd might ; 
The Strength of Iſr'el cannot lie, 
Thy Huſband's pow'r is plight. 


An awful truth does here preſent, 
Whoever think it odd, 

In him thou art omnipotent, 
Thy Huſband is a God. 


1 Jznovan's ſtrength is in thy Head, 
|} Which faith may boldly ſcan ; 

1 God in thy nature does reſide, 

b Thy Huſband is a man. 


Thy fleſh is his, his Spirit thine ; 
And that you both are one, 
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One body, ſpirit, temple, vine, 
Thy Huſband deigns to own. 


Kind he aſſum'd thy fleſh and blood 
This union to purſue ; 

And without ſhame his brotherhood 
Thy Huſband does avow. 


He bore the croſs thy crown to win, 
His blood he freely ſpilt; 

The holy One aſſuming fin, 
Thy Huſband bore the guilt. 


Lo, what a bleſs'd exchange is this! 
What wiſdom ſhines therein ! 

That thou mightft be made righteouſneſs, 

Thy Huſband was made ſin. 


The God of joy a man of grief, 
Thy ſorrows to diſcuſs; 

Pure innocence hang'd as a thief : 
Thy Huſband lov'd thee thus. 


Bright beauty had his viſage marr'd, 
His comely form abus'd : 

True reſt was from all reſt debarr'd, 
Thy Huſband's heel was bruis'd. 


The God of bleſſings was a curſe, 
The Lord of lords a drudge, 

The heir of all things poor in purſe : 
Thy Huſband did not grudge. 


The Judge of all condemned was, 
The God immortal ſlain : 


No favour, in thy woful cauſe, 
Thy Huſband did obtain. 


107 


— 


CHRIS T's ſufferings further improved ; and belie- 
vers called to live by faith, both when they have 


—— 


108 


Gos rpEL SoNN ETS. 
er. vit 


and want ſenſible influences. 


Oud praiſes ſing, without ſurceaſe, 
To him that frankly came, 


And gave his ſoul a facrifice ; 


Thy Huſband was the Lamb. R 


What waken'd vengeance could denounce, 
All round him did beſet; 
And never left his ſoul, till once 
Thy Huſband paid the debt. 


And though new debt thou ſtill contract, 
And run in deep arrears ; 


| Yet all thy burdens on his back 


Thy Huſband always bears. 


Thy Judge will ne'er demand of thee 
Two payments for one debt ; 

Thee with one victim wholly free 
Thy Huſband kindly ſet. 


'That no grim vengeance might thee meet, 
Thy Huſband met with all; 

And, that thy ſoul might drink the ſweet, 
Thy Huſband drank the gall. 


Full breaſts of joy he loves t' extend, 
Like to a kindly nurſe; 

And, that thy bliſs might full be gain'd, 
Thy Huſband was a curſe. 


Thy fins he glu'd unto the tree, 
His blood this. virtue hath ; 

For, that thy heart to fin might die, 
Thy Huſband ſuffer'd death. 


To purchaſe fully all thy good, 
All evil him befel ; 
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To win thy heav'n with ſtreams of blood, 
Thy Huſband quenched hell. 


That this kind Dars-MAN in one band 
Might God and man betroth, 

He on both parties lays bis hand, 
Thy Huſband pleaſes both. 


The Hood that could ſtern juſtice pleaſe, 
And law-demands fulfil, 

Can alſo guilty conſcience caſe; 
Thy Huſband clears the bill. 


Thy higheſt glory is obtain'd 
By his abaſement deep; 
And, that thy tears might all be drain'd 

Thy Huſband choſe to weep. 


His bondage all thy freedom bought, 
He ſtoop'd fo lowly down; 


His grappling all thy grandeur brought, 
Thy Huſband's croſs thy crown. 


Tis by his ſhock thy ſceptre ſways; 
His warfare ends thy ſtrife; 
His poverty thy wealth conveys, 
Thy Huſband's death thy life. 


Do mortal damps invade thy heart, 
And deadneſs ſeize thee ſore? 


Rejoice in this, that life t' impart 
Tay Huſband has 1 in ſtore. 


And when new life imparted ſeems 
Eſtabliſh'd as a rock, 


Boaſt in the fountain, not the ſtreams ; 
Thy Huſband is thy ſtock. 


The ſtreams may take a various turn, 
The fountain never moves: 

Ceaſe then, o'er failing ſtreams to mourn, 
"Thy Huſband thus thee proves. 
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That glad thou mayſt, when drops are gone, 
Joy in the ſpacious ſea: 

When incomes fail, then ſtill upon 
Thy Huſband keep thine eye. 


But can't thou look, nor moan thy ſtrait, 
So dark's the diſmal hour ? 

Yet, as thou'rt able, cry and wait 
Thy Huſband's day of pow'r. 


Tell him, though fin prolong the term, 
Yet love can ſcarce delay; 

Thy want, his promiſe, all affirm, 
Thy Huſband muſt not ſtay. 


SECT. VIIL 
CaRrisT the believer's enriching treaſure. 


Ind Jeſus lives, thy life to be 
Who mak'ſt him thy refuge; 
And, when he comes, thoul't joy to ſee 


Thy Huſband ſhall be judge. 


Should paſling troubles thee annoy, 
Without, within, or both ? 

Since endleſs life thou'lt then enjo 
Thy Huſband pledg'd his truth. 
What won't he, ev'n in time, impart 

That's for thy real good ? 


He gave his love, he gave his heart, 
Thy Huſband gave his blood. 


He gives himſelf, and what ſhould more? 


What can he then refuſe ? \ | 


-If this won't pleaſe thee, ah how ſore 


Thy Huſband doſt abuſe ? 


Earth's fruit, heav'n's dew, he won't deny, 
Whoſe eyes thy need behold : 


Nought under or above the ſky 


Thy Huſband will withhold. 
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Doſt loſſes grieve? Since all is thine, 
What loſs can thee befal ? 

All things for good to thee combine, 
Thy Huſband orders all. | 


Thou'rt not put off with barren leaves, 
Or dung of earthly pelf; | 
More wealth than beav'n and earth he gives, 
Thy Huſband's thine himſelf. 


Thou haſt enough to ſtay thy plaint, 
Elſe thou complain'ſt of eaſe 

For, having all, don't ſpeak of want, 
Thy Huſband may ſuffice. 


From this thy ſtore, believing, take 
Wealth to the utmoſt pitch : - 

The gold of Ophir cannot make, 

Thy Huſband makes thee rich. 


Some flying gains acquire by pains, 
And ſome by plund'ring toil; 

Such treaſure 2 but thine remains, 
Thy Huſband's cannor ſpoil. 


SECT. IX. 
Cnr18T the believer's adorning garment, 


EA, thou gxcell'ſt in rich attire 

'The lamp that lights the globe; 

Thy ſparkling garment heav'ns admire, 
Thy Huſband is thy robe. 


'This raiment never waxes old, 
"Tis always new and clean: 

From ſummer-heat, and winter-cold, 
Thy Huſband can thee ſcreen. 


All who the name of worthies bore, 
Since Adam was undreſt, 
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No worth acquir'd, but as they wore 
Thy Huſband's purple-veſt. 


This linen fine can beautify 
The ſoul with fin begirt ; 
O bleſs his name that e'er on thee 
Thy Huſband ſpread his ſkirt. 


1 Are dung- hills deck'd with flow'ry glore, 
—_ Which Solomon's outvie ? 0 

I Sure thine is infinitely more, 
1 Thy Huſband decks the ſky. 


Thy hands could never work the dreſs, | 


By grace alone thou'rt gay, 
Grace vents and reigns through righteouſneſs, 


Thy Huſband's bright array. 


To ſpin thy robe no more doſt need 
Than lilies toil for theirs ; 
Out of his bowels ev'ry thread 
Thy Huſband thine prepares. 


8 E C . + of ; 
CHRIST the believer's ſweet nouriſhment. 


HY food, conform to thine array 
Is heav'nly and divine; 
On paſtures green, where angels play, 
Thy Huſband feeds thee fine. 


Angelic food may make thee fair, 
And look with chearful face; 
The bread of life, the double ſhare, 
Thy Huſband's love and grace. 


What can he give or thou defire, 
More than his fleſh and blood ? 


Let angels wonder, faints admire, 

Thy Huſband is thy food. 
His fleſh the incernation bears, 

From whence thy feeding flows; 
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His blood the ſatisfa#ion. clears : 
Thy Huſband both beſtows. 


Th' incarnate God a ſacrifice, 
To turn the wrathful tide, 

Is food for faith ; that may ſuffice 
Thy Huſband's guilty bride, 


This ſtrength'ning food inay fit and fence 
For work and war to come ; 


Till through the croud, ſome moments hence, 
Thy Huſband bring thee home. 


Where plenteous feaſting will ſucceed 
To ſcanty feeding here: 


And joyful at the table-head 
Thy Huſband fair appear. 


Then crumbs to banquets will give Pe 
And drops to rivers new : 
While heart and eye will face to face 
Thy Huſband ever view. . 


CHAP; I. 


Containing the marks and characters 
of the believer in CHRIS TH; together 
with ſome farther privileges and. 
grounds of comfort to the ſaints. 


SECT. L. 

Deubti ng believers called to examine, by marks - 
drawn from their love to him and his preſence, . 
their view of his glory, and their being emptied 

e ſelf 2 Sc. 


Ood news ! but, ſays the drooping bride, 
Ah! what's all this to me? 
Thou doubtſt thy right when ſhadows hide 
Thy Huſband's face from thee. 
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Through fin and guilt thy ſpirit faints, 

And trembling fears thy fate; 

But harbour not thy groundleſs plaints, 
Thy Huſband's advent wait. 


Thou ſob'ſt, O were I ſure he's mine, 
This would give glad*niag eaſe ;” 

And ſayſt, Though wants and woes combine, 
Thy Huſband would thee pleaſe. 


But up and down, and ſeldom clear, 
Inclos'd with helliſh routs ; 

Yet yield thou not, nor foſter fear: 
Thy Huſband hates thy doubts. 


Thy cries and tears may lighted ſeem, 
And barr'd from prekerit caſe, 

Yer blame thyſelf, but never dream _ 
Thy Huſband's ill to pleaſe. 


Thy jealous unbelieving heart 
Still droops, and knows not why; 
Then prove thyſelf to cafe thy ſmart, 
Thy Huſband bids thee try. 


The foll'wing queſtions put to thee, 
4s ſcripture-marks, may tell 
And ſhew whate'*er thy failings be, 
Thy Huſband loves thee well. 
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RT thou content when he's away? 
Can earth allay thy pants? 

If conſcience witneſs, won't it ſay, 
Thy Huſband's all thou wants ? 


When he is near, (though in a croſs), 
And thee with comfort feeds; 
Doſt thou not count the earth as droſs, 


Thy Huſband all thou needs ? 
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In duties art thou pleas'd or pain'd, 
When far he's out of view? 

And finding him, think'ſt all regain'd, 
Thy Huſband always new. | 


Though once thou thought'ſt, while Sinai miſt 
And darkneſs compaſs'd thee, | 

, Thou waſt undone ; and glorious Chriſt 

1hy Hufband ne'er would be. 


Yet know'ſt thou not a fairer place, 
Of which it may be told, 

That there the glory of his grace 

Thy Huſband did unfold ? 


Where wry beams inflam'd thy ſoul, 
And love's ſeraphic art, 

With hallelujahs, did extol 

Thy Huſband in thy heart. 


Couldit then have wiſh'd all Adam's race 
Had join'd with thee to gaze; 

That viewing fond his comely face, 
Thy Huſband might get praiſe ? 


Art thou disjoin'd from other lords? 
Divorc'd from fed'ral laws? 
W bile with moſt loving goſpel cords 
Thy Huſband kindly draws ? 


A'n't thou enlighten'd now to ſee 
Thy righteouſneſs is naught 

But rags, that cannot cover thee ? 
Thy Huſband ſo has taught. 


Doſt ſee thy beſt performances 
Deſerve but hell indeed ? 

And hence art led, renouncing theſe, 
Thy Huſband's blood to plfad ? 


When flreng:hen'd boldly to addreſs 
That gracious throne of his, 
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Doſt find thy ſtrength and righteouſneſs,. 
Thy Huſband only is? a 

Canſt thou thy moſt exalted frame 
Renounce, as with'ring graſs, 

And firmly hold thine only claim, 
Thy Huſband's worthineſs ? 


Canſt pray with utmoſt holy * pith, 
And yet renounce thy mods 

And waſh, not with thy tears, but witk 
Thy Huſband's precious blood ? 


SECT. I. 


Believers deſeribed from their faith acting by divine 
aid, and fleeing quite out of themſelves to CHRIST. 


AN nothing leſs thy conſcience eaſe, 
And pleaſe thy heart ; no leſs 
Than that which juſtice ſatisfies, 
Thy Huſband's righteouſneſs ? 


Doſt ſee thy works fo ſtain'd with fin, 
That thou through grace art mov'd 
To ſeek acceptance —_—_ q 
Thy Huſband, the v'd? 


Doſt thou gemind, that once a day 
Free grace did ſtrengthen thee, 

To gift thy guilty ſoul away, 
Thy Huſband's bride to be? 

Or doſt thou mind the day of pow'r, 
 Wherein he broke thy pride, 


And gain'd thy heart? O happy hour E 
Thy Huſband caught the bride ! 


He did thy en:oity ſubdue, 
Thy bondage fad recal, 


1 


Figour. er frength. 
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Made thee to chooſe, and cloſe purſue 
Thy Huſband as thy all. 


What reſt, and peace, and joy enſu'd 
Upon this noble choice ? 


ny heart, with flow'rs of pleaſure ftrew'd, 
Thy Huſband made rejoice. 


Doſt know thou ne'er couldſt him embrace, 
Till he embraced thee ? 

Nor ever ſee him, till his face 
Thy Huſband open'd free ? 


And findeſt to this very hour, 

That this is ſtill the charm ; 
Thou canſt do nothing; till with pow'r 
1 Thy Huſband ſhew his arm? 


Canft thou do-nought by nature, art, 
Or any ſtrength of thine, 
Until thy wicked froward heart - 
Thy Huſband ſhall incline ? ; 


But art thou, though without a wing 
Of pow'r aloft to flee, 

Yet able to do ev'ry thing, 
Thy Huſband ſtrength'ning thee ? 


Doſt not alone at duties fork, 
But foreign aid enjoy? | 
And ftill in ev'ry piece of work 
- Thy Huſband's ſtrength employ ? 
Thy motion heav'nly is indeed, 
W bile thou by faith doſt move, 


And ſtill in ev'ry time of need 
Thy Huſband's grace improve. 


No common nat'ral faith can ſhew 
Its divine brood like this; 

W hoſe object, author, feeder too, 
Thy Huſband only is. 
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Doſt thou by faith on him rely ? 

On him, not on thy faith I 
If faith ſhall with its object vie, 

Thy Huſband's ſet beneath. 


Their hands receiving faculty 
Poor beggars never view z 
But hold the royal gift in eye: 

Thy Huſband fo wiit thou. 


Faith, like a gazing eye ne'er waits 
To boaſt its ſeeing pow rs 3 

Its object views, irſelf forgets, 
Thy Huſband it adores. 


It humbly ill itſelf denies, 
Nor brags its acts at all; 


Deep plung'd into its object lies, 
Thy Huſband is its all. 


No ſtrength but his it has, and vaunts, 
No ſtore but his can ſhow : 

Hence nothing has, yet nothing Wants, 
Thy Huſband trains it fo. 


Faith, of its own, no might can ſhew, 
Elſe would itſelf deſtroy 
But will for all it has to do, 

Thy Huſband ſtill employ. ' 


Self-ſaviours none could ever be 
By faith or grace of theirs ; 

Their fruitleſs toil, ſo high that flee, 
Thy Huſband's Praiſe 1mpairs. 


The ſeemingly devouteſt deed, 
That would with ſhameleſs brow 

His faving trade take o'er his head, 

Thy Huſband won't allow. 


Doſt therefore thou to him alone 
Commit thy ſinful foul? 
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Knowing of thy ſalvation 
Thy Huſband is the whole ? 
SECT. III. 


Believers characteriſed by the oljects and purity of 


their deſire, delight, joy, hatred, and love, diſco- 
vering they have the Spirit CRRISTr. 


Oſt thou his Spirit's conduct wait? 
And, when compar'd to this, 
All worldly wifdom under - rate? 
Thy Huſband waits to bleſs. 


Tak'ſt thou his Spirit for thy guide 
Through Baca's valley dry, 

Whoſe ſtreams of influences glide 
Thy Huſband's garden by F 

In digging wells here by his pow'r, 
Doſt find it not m vain, 

While here a drop, and there a ſhow'r 
Tþy Huſband makes to rain ? 


Hence doſt thou through each weary caſe 
From ſtrength to ſtrength go on, | 

From faith to faith, while grace for grace 
Thy Huſband gives anon? 


The good, the gracious work begun, 
And further'd by his ſtrength, | 
Shall proſp'rous, though with wreſtling, win 
Thy Huſband's crown at length. 


Sin's pow'r and preſence canſt thou own 
Is thy moſt grievous ſmart, 
That makes thee ſob, and weep alone? 
Thy Huſband knows thy hearr. 


Does love to him make thee diſtaſte 
Thy luſts with all their charms ? 


1 
| 


— — — 
* 


| 
| 
| 


— — 


— — 
— ʒ—ä— duän— — _ oy 


GosPEL SONNETS 


| And moſt them loath'ſt, when moſt thou haft 
| Thy Huſband in thine arms ? 


Are cords of love the ſweeteſt ties 
| To bind thee duty-ways ? 
1 And beſt thou ſerv'ſt when moſt thou ſpies 
| Thy Huſband's beauteous rays? - 


Didſt ever thou thy pardon read 
In tears of untold joy ? 


When mercy made thy heart to. bleed, 
Thy Huſband was not coy. 


Do 


pardons ſweetly melt thy heart ? 
And moſt imbitter fin ? | 
And make thee long with droſs to part, 
Thy Huſband's throne to win ? 


When he ariſes luſts to kill, 
Corruptions to deſtroy, 


Does gladnels then thy ſpirit fill? 


1 by Huſband is thy joy. 

Doſt thou his perſon fair embrace ' 
Beyond his bleſſings all ? | 

Sure, then, thou boldly mayſt through grace 
Thy Huſband Jeſus call. 


What company doſt thou prefer? 
What friends above the reſt? 
Of all relations ever were, 


Thy Huſband is the beſt. 


Whom in the earth or heav'n doſt thou 
Moſt ardently defire ? 
ls love's aſcending ſpark unto 
Thy Huſband ſet on fire ? 


Haſt thou a hatred to his foes, 
And doſt their courſe decline? 
Lov'ſt thou his ſaints, and dar'ſt ſuppoſe 
= Thy Huſband's friends are thine ? 
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Doſt thou their talk and walk eſteem, 
When moſt divinely grave? 


And ſavour'ſt beſt when moſt they ſeem 
ay Huſband's Sp'rit to have? 


SECT. IV. 


Believers in CHRIS affect his counſel, word, ordi- 


nances, appearance, full ae in heaven, and 
ſweet preſence here. 


WW Here goꝰſt thou firſt when in a ſtrait, 
Or when with grief oppreſt? 


Fleeſt thou to him? O happy gate! 
Thy Huſband is thy reſt. 


His counſel ſeek'ft thou till prepar'd, 
Nor canſt without him live ? 


Wiſdom to guide, and ſtrength to guard, 
Thy Huſband hath to give. 


Canſt thou produce no pleaſant pawn, 
Or token of his love? 

W on't fignets, bracelets, from his hand, 
Thy Huſband's kindneſs prove? 


Mind'ſt when he ſent his healing word, | 
Which darting from on high, | 
Did light, and life, and joy afford ? | 

Thy Huſband then was nigh. = 


Canſt thou the promiſe ſweet forget, 
He dropt into thy heart ? 


Such glad'ning.pow'r, and love with it, 
Thy Huſband did impart. 


Doſt thou affect his dwelling-place, 
And mak'ſt it thy repair; s 
Becauſe thine eyes have ſeen, through grace, 
Thy Huſband's glory there ? 
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Doſt love his great appearing day, 
And thereon muſe with joy; 

When 1 ſhades will fly away, 
Thy Huſband death deſtroy? 

Doſt long to ſee his glorious face 

- Within the higher orb, 

Where humid ſorrows loſing place, 
Thy "Huſband's rays abſorb? 

Long'ſt to be free of ev'ry faul, 
To bid all fin adieu? 

And mount the hill, where glad thou ſhalt 
Thy Huſband's glory view ? 


Life where it lives, love where it loves, 
Will moſt defire to be. 

Such love- ſick longing plainly proves 
Thy Huſband's love to thee. 


W hat is it beſt can eaſe thy plaint, 
Spread morning o'er thine ev'n ? 
Is his approach thy heart's content, 
Thy Huſband's preſence heav'n? 


And when deny'd this ſweer relief, 
Canſt thou aſſert full well, 
His hiding is thy greateſt grief, f 
Thy Huſband's abſence hell? 
' Let thy experience be diſclos'd 
If conſcience anſwer Yea 


To all the queries here propos'd, 
Thy Huſband's thine for ay. 


Pertain theſe characters to thee ? 
Then, ſoul, begin and praiſe 

His glorious worthy name, for he 
Thy Huſband is always. 


Par II. 
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Die true believer's humility, dependence, zeal, 
growth, admiration of free grace, and knewledge 


of CHkisT's voice. 


Erhaps a faint may ſigh and ſay, 
« [ fear I'm yet to learn 


% Theſe marks of marriage love.” Yet ſtay, 


Thy Huſband's bowels yearn. 


Though darkneſs may thy light obſcure, 
And ſtorms ſurmount thy calms, 

Day yield to night, and thou. be poor, 
Thy Huſband yet has alms. 


Doſt ſee thyſelf an empty brat, 
A poor unwotthy ching, 

With heart upon the duſt laid flat? 
Thy Huſband there does reign. 


Art in thine own eſteem a beaſt, 
And doit thyſelf. abhor ? 
The more thou haſt of ſelf-diſtaſte, 


Thy Huſband loves thee more. 


Can hell breed no ſuch wicked elf, 
As thou in thine.own fight ? 

Thou'ſt got, to ſee thy filthy ſelf, 
Thy Huſband's pureſt light. 


Canſt find no names ſo black, ſo vile, 
With which thou would(t compare, 

But call'ſt thyſelF a lump of hell? 
Thy Huſband calls thee fair. 


When his kind viſits make thee fee 
He's precious, thou art vile, 

Then mark the hand of God with thee, 
Thy Huſband gives a ſmile. 


He knows what viſits ſuit thy ſtate, 
And though moſt rare they be, 
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It ſets thee well on him to wait, 
Thy Huſband waits on thee. 


Doſt ſee thou art both poor and weak, 
And he both full and ſtrong ? | 
O don't his kind delays miſtake, 
Thy Huſband comes ere long. 


Though during Sinai's ſtormy day, 
Thou dread'ſt the diſmal blaſt, - 

And fears thou art a caſt- away, 
Thy Huſband comes at laſt. 


The glorious Sun will riſe apace, 
And ſpread his healing wings, 

In ſparkling pomp of ſov'reign grace, 
Thy Huſband gladneſs brings. 


Canſt thou, whate'er ſhould come of thee, 
Yet wiſh his Zion well, 
And joy in her proſperity? 
Thy Huſband loves thy zeal. 


Dot thou admire his love to ſome, 
Though thou ſhouldſt never ſhare ? 
Mercy to thee will alſo come, 
Thy Huſband hath to ſpare. 


Poor ſoul! doſt grieve for want of grace, 
And weep for want of love, | 

And Jeſus ſeek'ſt! O hopeful caſe! 
Thy Huſband lives above. 


Regretting much thy falling ſhort, 
Doſt after more aſpire? 

There's hope in Iſrael for thy ſort, 
Thy Huſband's thy deſire. 


At thou well pleas'd that ſov'reign grace 
Through Chriſt exalted be? 

This frame denotes no hopeleſs caſe, 
Thy Huſband's pleas'd with thee. 
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Couldſt love to be the footſtool low, 

On which his throne might riſe, 
Its pompous grace around to ſhow ? 

Thy Huſband does thee prize. 


If but a glance of his fair face 
Can cheer thee more than wine; 


Thou in his loving heart haſt place, 
Thy Huſband place in thine. 


Doſt make his blood thy daily bath? 
His word and oath thy ſtay? 


His law of love thy lightſome path? 
Thy Huſband is thy way. 


All things within earth's ſpacious womb 
Doſt count but loſs and dung, 

For one ſweet word in ſeaſon from 
Thy Huſband's learned tongue? 


Skill to diſcern and know his voice, 
From words of wit and art, 

Will clearly prove thou art his choice, . 
Thy Huſband thine in heart. 


The pompous words that fops admire, | 
May vagrant fancy feaſt; 

But with ſeraphic harmleſs fire 
Thy Huſband's burn. the breaſt. 


SECT. 5 - 


True belicvers are willing to be tried dad examined, 
Comforts ariſing to them from CHRIST 's ready 


ſupply, real 5 and relieving names, ſuit- 
ing their needs. . 


Oſt thou upon thy -trait*'rous heart 
Still keep a jealous eye? 

Moſt willing that thine inward part 
Thy Huſband ſtrictly try? 

L 3 
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„ The thieving croud will hate the light, 

Leſt ſtol'n effects be ſhown; 

But truth defires what's wrong or right 
Thy Huſband would make known. 


Doſt then his trying word await, 
His ſearching doctrine love ? 5 
Fond, leſt thou err through ſelf-deceit, 

Thy Huſband would thee prove ? 


Does oft thy mind with inward ſmart 
Bewail thy unbelief? 

And conſcious ſue from plagues of heart 
Thy Huſband for relief? 


Why doubt'ſt bis love? and yet behold, 
With him thou wouldſt not 

For thouſand thouſand earths of gold; 
Thy Huſband has thy heart. 


Though darkneſs, deadneſs, unbelief, 
May all thy ſoul attend; 
Light, life, and faith's mature relief, 
"Thy Huſband has to fend. 


Of wants annoying, why complain ? 
Supply ariſes hence, 
What gifts he has receiv'd for men, 


Thy Huſband will diſpenſe. 


He got them in's exalted ſtate 
For-rebels ſuch as thou ; | 
All then that's needful, good, or great, 

Thy Huſband will allow. 


Thy wants he ſees, thy cries he hears ; 
And, marking all thy moans, . 

He in his bottle keeps thy tears, 
Thy Huſband notes thy groans. 


All thine infirmities him touch, 
They ſtrike his feeling heart; 
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His kindly ſympathy: is fuch, 
Thy Huſband finds the ſmart. 


Whatever touches thee aſſects 
The apple of his eye; 

Whatever harms he thecefore checks, 
Thy Huſband's aid is nigh. 


If foes are ſpar'd, ti need is ſuch, 
He ſlays them hut in part: 


He can do all, and will = much, 
Thy Huſband acts by art. 


He often for the ſaddeſt hour 
Reſerves the ſweeteſt aid: 

See how ſuch banners heretofore 
Thy Huſband has diſplay'd. 


Mind where he vouched bis good-will, 
Sometimes at Hermon * mount, 

In Jordan land, at Mizar hill; 
Thy Huſband keeps the count. 


At ſundry times, and divers ways, 
To ſuit thy various frames, 
Haſt ſeen like riſing golden rays, 


Thy Huſband's various names. 


When guilty conſcience ghaſtly ſtar'd, 
JE HovaH-TSIDKENU f, - 

'The Lord thy righteouſneſs appear'd 
Thy Huſband in thy view. 


When in thy ſtraits or wants extreme, 
Help fail'd on ev'ry fide, 

JEHoOVAH-JIREH I was his name, 
Thy Huſband did provide. 


When thy long abſent Lord didſt mone, 
And to his courts repair ; 


* Pfal., xlii. 6 1 1 er. xxiji. 6, + Gen. zii. 14. 
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Then was JEHovAH-SHAMMANH * known, I 
Thy Huſband preſent there. N 
When thy aſſaulting foes appear'd 
In robes of terror clad, 
Jznova n-N1ss1 + then was rear'd, ] 


Thy Huſband's banner ſpread. 


When furies arm'd with fright'ning guilt, 
Dunn'd war without ſurceaſem 

JeHovAan-SHALOM t then was built, 
Thy Huſband ſent thee peace. 


When thy diſeaſes death proclaim'd, 
And cicature-balſams fail'd, 

J=enovan-RoPHI | then was fam'd, 
Thy Huſband kindly heal'd. 


Thus, as thy various needs require, 
In various modes like theſe, 

The help that ſuits thy heart's deſire, 
Thy Huſband's name conveys. 


To th' little flock, as caſes vary, 
The great JEHovan ſhews 
Himſelf a little ſanctuary 5, 
Thy Huſband gives the views. 


SECT. VIL 


The believer's experience of CHrIsT's comfortable 
preſence, or of former comforts to be improved 

for his encouragement and ſupport under darkneſs 

and hidings. 


( 


Oſt mind the place, the ſpot of land, 
Where Jeſus did thee meet ? 
And how he got thy heart and hand ? 
Thy Huſband then was ſweet. 


* Ezek. xlviii. 35. 1 Exod. xvii. 13, t Judg. vi. 24. 
} Exod. xv. 26. 5 Exck. xi. 16. 
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Doſt mind the garden, chamber, bank, ; 
A vale of viſion ſeem'd ? | 
Thy 3 joy was full, thy heart was frank, 
Thy Huſband much efteem'd. . 


Let thy rience ſweet declare, 
If able to remind; 

A Bochim here, a Bethel there, 
Thy Huſband made thee find, 


Was ſuch a corner, ſuch a place, 
A paradiſe to thee, 

A Peniel, where face to face 
Thy Huſband fair didſt ſee ? 


There did he clear thy cloudy cauſe, 
Thy doubts and fears deſtroy ; 

And on thy ſpirit ſeal'd he was 
Thy Huſband with great joy? 


Couldſt thou have ſaid it boldly then, - 
And ſeal d it with thy blood? 

Yea, welcome death with pleaſure, when 
Thy Huſband by thee ſtood? 


That earth again ſhould thee inſnare, 
O how thy heart was pain'd! 

For all its fading glory there 
Thy Huſband's beauty ſtain'd. 


The thoughts of living more in ſin 
Were then like hell to thee; 

The life of heav'n did thus begin, 
Thy Huſband ſet thee free. 


Whate' er thou foundſt him at thy beſt, 
He's at thy worſt the ſame; 
And in his love will ever reſt, 


Thy Huſband holds his claim. 


Let faith theſe viſits keep in ſtore, 
Though ſenſe the pleaſure mils ; 
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The God of Bethel, as before, 
Thy Huſband always is. 

In meas'ring his approaches kind, 
And timing his deſcents ; 


In free and ſov'reign; ways thou' lt find 
Thy Huſband thee prevents. 


Preſcribe not to him in thy heart, 
He's infinitely wife, G 
How oft he throws his loving dart, 
Thy Huſband does ſurprit e. 


Perhaps a ſudden gale thee bleſt, 
While n in th by road; 
Or on a journey, Cer thou wiſt, 


Thy Huſband look'd thee broad. 


Thus was the eunuch fam'd (his * 
A riding on the way, 

As he revolv'd the ſacred: page) 
Thy Huſband's happy prey. 

In heating, reading, ſinging, pray'r, 


When darkneſs compaſs'd (thee, 


Thou foundſt, or e' er thou waſt aware, 
Thy Huſband's light'ning free. 


Of heav'nly gales don't meanly think: 
For, though thy ſoul complains, 


They're but a, ſhort and paſſing blink; 
Thy Huſband's love remains. 


Think not, though breezes haſte away, 
Thou doſt his 5 — loſe; 3 

But learn to know, his ſov'reign way, 
Thy Huſband comes and goes. 


Don't fay he's gone for ever, though 
His viſits he adjourn ; 

For yet a little while, and lo, 
Thy Huſband will return. 
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In worſhip ſocial, or retir'd 
Doſt thou his abſence wail ? 
Wait at his ſhore, and be not fear'd, 
Thy Huſband's ſhip's a-ſail. 
Yea, though in duties ſenſe may miſs 
Thy ſoul's beloved One ; 
Yet do not faint, for never is 
Thy Huſband wholly gone. 
Though Satan, fin, earth, hell, at once, 
Would thee of joy bereave; 


Mind what he ſaid, he won't renounce, 
Thy Huſband will not leave. 


Though foes affail, and friendſhip fail, 
Thou haſt a friend at court : 


The gates of hell ſhall n&er prevail, 
Thy Huſband is-thy fort. 


- i. w Uh os, * 


Comfort to believers from the ſtability of the g romiſe, 
notwithſtanding heavy chaſtiſements for ſin. | 


Ake well howe'er kind Wiſdom may 
Diſpoſe thy preſent lot; 
Though heav'n and earth ſhould paſs away, 
Thy Huſband's love will not. 
All needful help he will afford, 
Thou haſt his vow and oath; 


And once to violate his word 
Thy Huſband will be loth. 


To fire and floods with thee he'll down, 
His promiſe this inſures, | 

'W hoſe credit. cannot burn nor drown : 
Thy Huſband's truth endures. 


Doſt thou no more his word believe, 
As mortal man's,  forſoeth ? 
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O do not thus his Spirit grieve, 
Thy Huſband is the Truth. 


Thoug h thou both wicked art and weak, 


His word he'll never rue; 


Though heav'n and earth ſhould blend and break, 


Thy Huſband will be true. 


Pil never leave thee, i is his vow ; 
If Truth has ſaid the word, 


While Truth is truth, this word is true, 


Thy Huſband is the Lord, 
ae covenant of duties may 


rove daily moſt unſure : 
His covenant of grace for ay 


Thy Huſband does ſecure. 


. Doſt thou to him thy promiſe break, 


And fear he break to thee? 
_ not thy thouſand crimes can make 
hy Huſband once to lie. 


He viſit will tby fins with ftrokes, | 
And lift his heavy hand ; 
But never once his word revokes, 


Thy Huſband's truth will ſtand. 


Then dream not he is chang'd in love, 


When thou art chang'd in frame ; 


Thou mayſt by turns unnumber'd move, 
Thy Huſband's ay the ſame. 


He for thy follies may thee bind 
With cords of great diſtreſs ; 

To make thee mone thy fins, and mind 
Thy Huſband's holineſs. 


By wounds he makes thee feek his cure, 


By frowns his favour prize ; 


By falls affrighting, ſtand more ſure, - 


Thy Huſband is fo wiſe. 
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Proud Peter in the dirt of vice 
Fell down exceeding o-; 4 

His tow'ring pride, by tumbling thrice, | [2 
Thy Huſband cured ſo . 


K, Before he ſuffer pride that ſwelts, = . 3 
He'll drag thee through the mire 
Of fins, temptations, little hells 
Thy Huſband faves by fire. © 


He in afflition's mortar rr 
Squeeze out old Adam's e 3 

Till thou return to him, „ 
Thy Hufband is thy choice. 


Fierce billows may t eg toſs, 
And croſſes curſes 

But that the curſe has fled the del, 
Thy Huſband bids thee deem. 


Conclude not he in wrath diſowns, 
When trouble thee furrounds ; 
Theſe are his favourable Grows: 

Thy Huſband's healing wounds. 


Yea, when he gives the deepeſt laſh, © 
Love leads the wounding hand: _ 

His ſtroke, when fin has got a —_.. 
Thy Huſband will remand. 92.1 


SECT. IS. 


Comfort to believers, in CurisT's relations, in he 
dying love, his glory in heaven, to which he will 
lead them through death, and ſupplyrwith A: ne · 
ceſſaries by the Way. Tons 0 


Ehold the patrimony broad 15 
That falls to thee by line; ; 
n him thou art an heir of Ge, 


Thy Huſband's Father's thine. 
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He is of relatives a ſtore, | 

Thy Friend will help in thrall ; ; 
Th 1 much, thy Father more, 
Thy Huſband moſt of all. 


All theſe he does amaſs and bare, 
In ways that moſt excel: 

Mong all the huſbands ever were, 
Thy Huſband bears the bell. 


Whence run the ſtreams of all thy good, 
But from his pierced des . 
With liquid gold of precious blood 
Tby Huſband bought his bride. 


His blood abundant value bore, 
To make his purchaſe broad, 


"Twas fair divinity in gore, 
Thy Huſband is thy God. 


Who purchas'd at the higheſt price, 
Be crown'd with higheſt praiſe; 
For in the higheſt paradiſe 
Thy Huſband wears the. bays. 


He is of Heav'n the comely roſe, 
His beauty makes it fair; 
Heav'n were but hell, couldſt thou ſuppoſe 

Thy Huſband were not there. 


He thither did in pomp aſcend, 
His ſpouſe along to bring : 
That Hallelujabs without end 
Thy Huſband's bride may ſing. 


Ev'n there with him for ever fix'd 
His glory ſhalt thou ſee; | 
And nought but death is-now betwixt 
Thy Huſband's throne and thee. 


He'll order death that porter rude, 
To ope the gates of braſs; 
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For lo, with characters of blood 594 
Thy Huſband wrote thy paſs. 1741 


At Jordan deep then be not ſcar'd, 0 
Though diſmal like and broad; | 

Thy ſun will guide, thy ſhield will guard, 
Thy Huſband pav'd the road. 


"He'll lead thee ſafe, and bring thee home, 
And till let bleſfings fall 5 

Of grace while here, till glory come: 
Thy Huſband's bound for all. 


His ſtore can anſwer ev 'ry bill, 
Thy food and raiment's bought; 

Be at his will, thou'lt have ty fill, 
'Thy Huſband wants: for nought. 


Wbat can thy ſoul conceive it lacks ? 
His ſtore, his pow'r is thine; 

His lib'ral heart to lib'ral acts, 
Thy Huſband does incline. 


Though on thy hand, that has no might, 
He ſhould thy taſk enlarge; 

Nor wor k nor warfare needs thee fright, 
Thy Huſband bears the charge. 


Thou would'ſt (if left) thyſelf undo, 
So apt to fall aud ſtray; 

But he uplifts and leads thee too 
Thy Huſband knows the way, 


SECT. X. 


Comfort to believers from the text, Thy Maker i is 
thy Huſband, inverted thus, Thy Huſband is thy 
Maker ; ant the ea had of this ſubject. 


F light and life, of grace and glore, 
ln Chriſt thou art partaker. 


40 
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Rejoice in him ſor evermore, 
Thy Huſband is thy Maker. 
He made thee, yea, made thee his bride, 
Nor heeds thine ugly patch; 
To what he made he'll ſtill abide, 
Thy Huſband made'the match. 


He made all, yea, he made all thine, 
All to thee ſhall be giv'n, 2 

Who can thy kingdom undermine? 
Thy Huſband made the heav'n. 


What earthly thing can thee annoy? 
He made the earth to be; 

The waters cannot thee deſtroy, 
Thy Huſband made the fea. 


Don't fear the flaming element 
Thee hutit with burning ire, 

Or that the ſcorching heat torment : 
Thy Huſband made the fire. 


Infectious ſeams ſhall ne'er deſtroy, 

While he is pleas'd to ſpare 

Thou ſhalt thy vital breath enjoy, 
Thy Huſband made the air. 


The ſun that guides the golden day, 
The moon that rules the night, 

The ſtarry frame, the milky way, 
Thy Huſband made for light. 


The bird that wings its airy path, 
The fiſh that cuts the flood, 

The creeping croud that ſwarms beneath, 
Thy Huſband made for good. | 


The grazing herd, the beaſts of prey, 
The creatures great and ſmall, 
For thy behoof their tribute pay, 
Thy Huſband made them all. \ 


Pax r II. The Believers Jointure. 


Thine's Paul, Apollos, life, and death, 
: Things preſent, things to be 
And ev'ry thing that being hath, 
Thy Huſband made for thee. 


In Tophet of the damn'd's reſort 
Thy foul ſhall never dwell, 
Nor needs from thence imagine hurt, 
Thy Huſband formed hell. 


Satan, with inſtruments of his, 
May rage, yet dread no evil; 

So far as he a creature is, | 
Thy Huſband: made the devil. 


His black temptations may afflict, 
His fiery darts annoy, 

But all his works, and helliſh trick, 
Thy Huſband will deſtroy. 


Let armĩes ſtrong of earthly gods 
Combine with helliſh ghoſts, 

They live, or languiſh, at his nods; 
Thy Huſband's Lord of hoſts. 


What can thee hurt? whom doſt thou fear ? 
All things are at his call. 

Thy Maker is thy Huſband dear, 
Thy Huſband all in all. 


What doſt thou ſeek ? what doſt thou want? 
He'll thy defires fulfil; 


He gave himſelf, what won't he grant? 
| 11 hy Huſband's at thy will. 


The more thou doſt of him deſire, . 
The more he loves 40 giye: 
High let thy mounting aims aſpire, þ. 
Thy Huſband gives thee leave. 


The leſs thou ſeek'ſt, the leſs thou doſt 
His bounty ſet on high; 
M 3. 
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But higheſt ſeekers here do moſt 
Thy Huſband glorify. * 


Wouldſt thou have grace? Well; but tis meet 
He ſhould more glory gain. 

Wouldſt thou have Father, Son, and 8b rit? 
Thy Huſband ſays, Amen. 


He'll kindly act the lib'ral God, 
Deviſing lib'ral things; 

With royal gifts bis ſubjects load; 
Thy Huſband's King of kings. 


No earthly monarchs have ſuch ſtore 
As thou haſt ev'n in hand; 
But O how infinitely more 
Thy Huſband gives on band ! 


Thou haſt indeed the better part, 
The part will fail thee never: 


Thy Huſband's hand, thy Huſband's heart, 
* Huſband's all for ever. 


The END of the POEM upon II. liv. 5. 
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Shewing the Uſe and Defign of the RDDIE. 


REader, the foll wing enigmatic ſong, 
Does not te wiſeſt nat'rahſts belong: 
Their wiſdom is but folly on this bead: 
They here may ruminate, but cannot read. | 
For though they glance the words, the meaning chokes ; 
They read the lines, but not the paradox. 
The ſubject will, howe'er the phraſe be blunt, 
Their maſt acute intelligence ſurmount, 
If with their nat'ral and acquired fight 
They ſhare not divine evangelic light. 
Great wits may rouſe their fancies, rack their 
brains, | | 
And after all their labour bfe their.pains : 
Their wiſeft comments were but witleſs chat, 
Unapt to frame an explication pat. 


140 | GosrEL Sou nr. 


No unregen' rate mortals befl engines 
Can right anriddle theſe few Grow lines ; 
Nor any proper notions thereof reach, 
Though ſublimated to the higheſt ftretch. 
Maſter: of reaſon, plodding men of fenſe,. 
No ſcorn to mortify their vain pretence, 
In this myſterious deep might plod their fill ; 
It over-tops the top of all their ſkill. 
The more they vainly huff, and ſcorn jo read, 
The more it does their fooliſh wit exceed. 
Thoſe finners that are ſunctiſy d in part, 
May read this riddle truly in their heart. 
Tea, weokeft ſaints may feel its trueft ſenſe, 
Beth in their ſad and ſweet experience. 
Don't overlook it with a rambling view, + 
And raſb ſuppoſe it neither good nor true. 
Let Heav'n's pure oracles the truth decide: 
Renounce it, if it can't that teſt abide. 


_. Noble Bereans ſoon the ſenſe may hit, 


Who ſound the divine depth of ſacred writ, 

Not by what airy carnal reaſon ſaith, 

But þy the golden line of heav'n-ſpun faith. - 
Let not the naughty phraſe make you diſprove 

The weighty matter which deſerves your love. 

High flrcins would ſpoil the riddles grand intent, 

To Sd the weakeft, moſt illit rate ſaint, 

That Mahanaim is his proper name ; 


In whom two firuggling hoſts make bloody game. 


That. ſuch may know, whoſe knowledge is but rude, 
Hou good confiſts with ill, and ill with good: 
That ſaints be neither at their worſt nor beſt, 


Tos much exalted, er too much depreſt. 


This paradox is fitted to diſcloſe 
The ſkill of Zion's friends above ther foes ; 
To difference by light that Heav'n tranſmits, 
Some bappy fools from miſerable wits. 
And thus ( if bleſs'd ) it may in ſome degree 


. Make fools their wit, and wits their folly ſee. 


> «<a _ I % tn Pa — 


Pax II. The Believer's Riddle. 141 


Slight not the riddle then. like jargon vile, 
Becauſe not garniſb d with a pompous flile. 
Coul1 th aut bor act the lofty poets part, 
Who make their ſunnets ſoar on wings of art, 
He en this theme had bluſ d to uſe bis Till, 
And either clipt his wings, er broke his quill. 
Why, this enigma climbs ſuch divine beights 
As ſcorn to be adorn'd with human flights. 
Theſe gaudy flrains would lovely truth diſgrace, 
As pureſt paint deforms a comely face. - 
Heav'n's myſleries are bove art's ornament, 
Immenſely brighter than its brig bteſt paint. 
No tow'ring lit raturs could e er out uit 
The plaineſt dictien feteh d from facred writ ; 
By which mere blazing rhet'ric is outdone, 
As twinkling ſtart are by the radiant fun. 
The ſearing erators, who can with eaſe . 
Strain the 9 of hyperboles, - 
And clothe the bareſi theme — pureſt dreſs, 
Might here expatiate much, yet ſay the leſs, 
1f wi” th mazefticel femplicity 
Of ſcripture-orat'ry they diſagree. 
Theſe lines pretend — to afect the ſty, 
Content among inglorigus to lie, 
Provided ſacred truth. be fitly clad, 
Or glorious ſbine ev'n through the duſty ſhade: 
Mark then, 'tbouy h you ſhould miſs the gilded Arain, 
If they a flore of golden truth contain: & 
Nor under-rate a jewel rare and prime, | 
Though wrapt up in the rags of homely rhime. 
Though haughty Deiſts hardly ſtoop 4 ſay, * 
That nature's night has need of ſcripture-day ; 
Yet goſpel light alone will clearly ſhew 
Hou ev'ry ſentence here is juſt * true, 
Expel the ſhades that may the mind involve, 
And ſoon the ſeeming contradittion ſolve. 
All Fatal errors in the world proceed 
From want till ſuch myſteries to read. 
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Vain men the double branch truth divide, 
Hold by the one, and flight the other fide. 
Hence proud Arminians cannot reconcile 
Freedom of grace with freedom of the will. 
The blinded Papiſt wont diſcern nor ſee 
How works are good, unleſs they juſtify. 
Thus Legalifts diſtinguiſh not the odds | 
Between their home-bred righteouſneſt and Cod 'i. 
Antinomiſts the ſaints perfection plead, 
Nor duly ſever *tween them and their head. 
Socinians won't theſe ſeeming odds agree, 
How heav'n is bought, and yet ſilvation free. 
Bold Arians hate to reconcile or ſcan, 
How Chriſt is truly God, and truly man: 
Holding the one part Immanuel s name, 
The other part outrageouſly blaſpheme. 
The ſound in faith no part of truth control: 
Heretics own the half, but not the whole. 
Keep then the ſacred my ry [till entire: 
To beth the fides of truth do favour bear, 
Not quitting one to hold the other branch; 
But paſſing judgement on an equal bench ; 
The riddle has two feet, and, were but one 
Cut off, truth falling to the. ground were gone. 
*Tis all a contradittion, yet all true, 
And happy truth, if verify'd in you. 
Cc forward then to read the lines, but flay 
To read the riddle alſo by the way. 
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W 76 8 E C " | I. N | 
The myſtery of the ſaints pedigree, and eſpecially of | 
their relation to CHRIS T' wonderful perſon. | 


Y life's a maze of ſeeming traps (a), 

A ſcene of mercies and miſhaps (6); 
A. heap of jarring to-and-froes (c), 
A. field of joys, a flood of woes (d). 


I'm in mine own and others eyes, 


A labyrinth of myſteries (e). 


(a) Joſh. xxiii. 13. And Joſhua ſaid, Know for a certainty, 
that the Lord your God will no more drive out any of theſe 
nations from before you; but they ſhall be ſnares and traps 
unto you, and ſcourges in your ſides, and thorns in your eyes, 
Ge. Pſal. cxxiv. 7. Our foul is eſcaped as a bird out of the 
ſnare of the fowlers; the ſnare is broken, and we are eſcaped. 

(5) Or miſeries, Lam. iii. 19. Remembering mine afflition 
and my miſery, the wormwood and the gall. wv. 22. It is 
of the Lord's mercies that we are not conſumed, becauſe his 
compaſſions fail not. Pſal. ci. 1. I will fing of mercy and 
judgement : unto thee, O Lord, will 1 ſing. 

(:) Pſal. cit. to. Thou haſt lifted me up, and caſt me down. 
Pal, cix. 23. I am toſſed up and down as the locuſt. 

(4) Habak. iii. 17. 18. Although the fig-tree ſhall not bloſ- 
ſom, neither ſhall fruit be in the vines, the labour of the olive 
ſhall fail, and the fields ſhall yield no meat, the flocks ſhall be 
cut off from the fold, and there ſhall be no herd in the ſtalls : 


2 I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my 
vation. 


e) IT viii. 18. Behold, I and the children whom the Lord 


| kath given me, are for ſigns, and for wonders in Iſrael ; from 
the Lord of hoſts, which dwelleth in mount Zion. Zech. iii. 
8. Hear now, O Joſhua the high prieſt, thou and thy fellows 
that fit before thee : for they are men wondered at, &c. Pal. 


1xxi. 7. I am as a wonder unto many; but thou art. my ſtrong 
refuge, 3 * 


— 
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Pm ſomething that from nothing came ( f ) 
Yet ſure it is I nothing am (g). 

Once was I dead, and blind, and lame (h), 

Yea, I continue ſtill the ſame (i); | 


Yet what I was, I am no more (k), 
Nor ever ſhall be as before (1). 


My Father lives (m), my father's gone (2), 
My vital head both loſt and won (o). 


J Gen. i. 1. Th the'beginning God created the heaven and 
the earth. Heb. xi. 3. Through faith we underſand that the 
worlds were framed by the word of God, ſo that things which 
are ſcen were not made of things which do appear. 

( IC. XI. 15, All nations before him are as nothing, and 
they are counted to him leſs than nothing, and vanity. Dan, 
iv. 35. All the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing. 

(5) Epk. ii. 1. And you hath he quickened who were dead 


in treſpaſſes and fins. Rev. iii. 17. Becauſe thou ſayſt, I am 


rich, and increaſed with goods, and have need of nothing ; 


and knoweſt not that thou are wretched, and miſerable, and 


poor, and blind, and naked. If. xxxv. 6. Then ſhall the lame 
man leap as an hart, and the tongue of the dumb ſing: for in 
the wilderneſs ſhall waters break out, and ſtreams in the deſert. 

(;) Rom. vii. 14. For we know that the law is ſpiritual: but 
I am carval, (old under fin. v. 24 O wretched man that I am, 
who ſhall deliver me from the body of this death ! 

(9) Rom. vii. 17. Now then, it is no more I that do it, but 
Gn that dwelleth in me. v. 20. Now if I do that I would not, it 
is no more I that do it, but ſin that dwelleth in me. Jobo ix. 
25. He [the blind man] anſwered and ſaid, Whether he be a 
finner or no, I know not: one thing I know, that whereas I 
was blind, now I ſee. , 7 

(1) Rom. xi. 29. For the gifts and calling of God are with- 
out repentance. Jer. xxxii. 40. And Iwill make an everlaſting 
covenant with them, that I will not turn away from them, to 
do them good; but I will put my fear in their hearts, that they 


ſhall not depart from me. | Pp 
n) IC ix. 6. His name ſhall be called The everiaſting Fas 


ther. Rev. i. 18. I am he that li veth, and was dead; and behold, 


Jam alive for evermore. Amen. 
( Hoſ. xiv. 3. In thee the fatherleſs findeth mercy. - Zech. 


i. 5. Your fathers, where are they? and the . prophets, do 


they live for ever? 
(e) 1 Cor. xv. 45. It is „ritten, Fhe ficſt man Adam was 
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My parents cruel are and kind (p), - 
Of one, and of a diff rent mind (9). 


My father poi ſon'd me to death (r), | 
My mother's hand will ſtop my breath (/); 
Her womb, that once my ſubſtance gave, 


Will very quickly be my grave. (5). 


My fiſters all my fleſh will eat (z), 
My brethren tread me under feet (u); 


made a living ſoul, the laſt Adam was made a quickening 

rit- In 

(p) Pſal. cini. 13. Likeas a father pirieth his children: (6 
the Lord pitieth them that fear him. IC. xlin. 27. Thy firſt 
father hath ſinned, and thy teachers have tra nſgreſſed againſt 
me. | 

Job xxiii. x3. But he is in one mind, and who can turn 
bim? and what his foul defireth, even that he doth. Rom. 
viii. 5. For they that are after the fleſh, do mind the things 
of the fleſh ; but they that are after the Spirit, the things of 
the Spirit. v. 7. Becavſe the carnal mind is enmity againſt 
God: for it is not ſubject to the law of God, neither indeed 
can be. | 

) Rom. v. 12. Wherefore, as by one man fin entered into 
the world, and death by fin; and ſo death paſſed upon all men, 
for that all have ſinned. : : 

(/) Gen. iii. 16, Unto the woman he ſaid, I will preatl 
multiply thy ſorrow, and thy conception: in ſorrow thou ſhalt 
bring forth children, &c. | 

(s) Pal. cxlvi. 4 His breath goeth forth, he returneth to 
his earth; in that very day his thoughts periſh. Eccl. iii. 26. 
All go unto one place, all are of the duſt, and all turn to duſt 
again. 
809 Job xvii. 14. I have ſaid to corruption, Thou art 
my father; to the worm, Thou art my mother, and my ſi- 
ſter. Chap. xix. 26. And though after my ſkin worms deſtroy 
this body, yet in my fleſh ſhall I ſee God. 

(% Even in a moral ſenſe, ſer. xii. 10. Many paſtors have 

deſtroyed my vineyard, they have troden my portion under 
foot, they have made my pleaſant portion a deſolate wilderneſs. 
Ezek. xxxiv. 18. Seemeth it a ſmall thing unto you, to have 
eaten up the good paſture, but ye muſt tread down with your 
feet the reſidue of your paſtures? and to have drunk of the 
deep waters, but ye muſt foul = reſidue with your feet? 
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My neareſt friends are moſt unkind (v), 
My greateſt foe's my greateſt friend (w). 


He could from feud to friendſhip paſs, 


Yet never change from what he was (x). 
He is my Father, he alone, 


Who is my Father's only Son (). 


I am his mother's ſon (z), yet more, 
A ſon his mother (a) never bore; , 


(v) Pſal. Iv. 12. 13, For it was not en enemy that reproach- 
ed me, then 1 could have borne it; neither was it he that ha- 
ted me, that did magnify himſelf againſt me, then I would 
bave hid myſelf from him. But it was thou, a man, mine e- 
qual, my guide, and mine acquaintance. Mic. vii. 5. 6. Truſt 

e not in a friend, put ye not confidence in a guide: keep the 

s of thy mouth from her that lieth in thy boſom.” For 

the ſon diſhonoureth the father, the daughter riſeth up againſt 

her mother, the daughter-in-law againſt her mother-in-law; a 
man's enemies are the men of his own houſe. 

(ew) Pfal, vii. 12. God is angry with the wicked eve 
2 Cor, v. 19. God was in Chriſt, reconciling the w 
himſelf, not imputing their treſpaſſes unto them. 

(x) Mal. iti. 6. For | am the Lord, I change not: therefore 

e ſons of Jacob are not conſumed. Hoſ. xiv. 4. I will heal 
eir backſliding, I will love them freely: for mine anger is 
turned away from bim. | | 
( Jobn xx. 17. Jeſus faith unto her [Mary]. Touch me 
not : for I am not yet aſcended to my Father: but go to my 
brethren, aud ſay unto them, I aſcend unto my Father and 
your Father, 2nd to my God and your God. If. ix. 6. Unto 
us a Son is given—: and his name ſhall be called The ever- 
laſting Father. John i. 14. And the Word was made ſeſh, 
and dwelt among us (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of 
the only begotten of the Father) full of grace and trath. 

(2) Song ni. 4. It was but a little that I pafſed from them, 
but I found kim whom my ſoul loveth : I held him, and would 
pot let him go, until I had brought him into my mother's 
houſe, and into the chamber of her that conceived me. v. 11. 
Go forth, O ye daughters of Zion, and behold king Solomon 
with the crown wherewith his mother crowned him in the day 
of bis eſpouſals, and in the day of the gladneſs of bis heart. 

(e) viz. bis natural mother according to the fleſh. 


day. 
unto 


Par III. The Believer's Riddle. 


But born of him (5), and yet aver 
His Father's ſons my mother's were (c). | 
I am divorc'd, yet marry'd ſtill (4), v 
With full conſent, againſt my will (e). 

My Huſband preſent is /, yet gone {g)- 
We differ much, yet ſtill are one (þ). 


He is the firſt, the laſt, the all (i), 
Yet number'd up with inſects ſmall (I). 
The firſt of all things (/), yet alone 
The ſecond of the great 'Three-one (m). 


A creature never could he be, 
Yet is a creature ſtrange I ſee (n); 
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(5) John i. 13. Which were born, not of blood, nor of the 
will of the fleſh, nor of the will of man, but of God. 

(c) Gal. iv. 26. But Jeruſalem which is above, is free, which 
is the mother of us all. 

(d) Rom, vii. 4. Wherefore, my brethren, ye alſo are be- 
y. come dead to the law by the body of Chriſt ; that ye ſhould be 

— ang to another, even to him who is raiſed from che 
cad. ME 

le) Pal. cx. 3. Thy people ſhall be willing in the day of thy 

ower. | | 
K J) Matth. zxviii. 20. Lo, I am with you alway even unto 
the end of the world. | 

( # John xiv. 2. I go ts prepare a place for you. 

John xvii. 21. That they all may be one, as thou, Fa- 
ther, art in me, and in thee ; that they alſo may be one 
in us. — | 

(i) Rev. i. 11. I am Alpha and Omega, the firſt and the laſt 
Col. iii. 1x. Chriſt is all, and in all. 

(4) Pal. xxii. 6. But I am a worm, and no man. 

(1) Col. i. x5. 16 Who is the image of the inviſible God, 


Dy the firſt-born of every creature: for by him were all things 
4 created that are in heaven, and that are in earth, viſible and in- 
's viſible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principali- 
r. ties, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him. 
n ( 1 John v. 7. For Tres are three that bear record in 
y heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghoſt: and 


theſe three are one. Matt h. xxviii. 19. Go ye therefore and 
teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Gheſt. 


(») John i 1-2. 3. In the -— was the Word, and the: 
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And own this uncreated one, 
The Son of man, yet no man's ſon (9). 


He's omnipreſent all may know p); 
Yet never could be wholly fo (9). 

His manhood is not here and there (r), 
Yet he is God- man ev'ry where (/. 


He comes and goes, none can him trace (s) 
Yet never could he change his place (t). 


Word was with God, and the Word was God. The ſame was 
in the beginning with God. All things were made by him ; and 
without him was not any thing made that was made. v. 14. 
And the Word was made eb, and dwelt among us (and we be- 
held his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Fa- 
they) full of grace and truth. 

(o Matth. i. 23. Behold, a virgin ſhall be with child, and 
ſhall bring forth a ſon, and they ſhall call his name Emma- 
nuel, which being iaterpreted, is, God with ns. Luke i. 34, 
38. Then fail Mary unto the angel, How ſhall this be, ſeeing 
I know not a man? And the angel anſwered and ſaid unto 


her, The Holy Ghoſt ſhall come upon the and the power cf 


the Higheſt ſhall overſhadow thee: therefore alſo that holy 


\ thing which ſhall be born of thee, ſhall be called the Son of 


God. 6 

o Pſal. cxxxix. 7. 8. 9. 10., Whither ſhall I go from thy 
Spirit? or whither ſhall I flee from thy preſence? If I aſcend 
up into heaven, thou art there : if 1 make my bed in hell, be- 


hold, thou art there. IF I take the wings of the morning, and 
. dwell in the uttermoſt parts of the ſea: even there ſhall thy 


hand lead me, and thy right hand ſhall hold me. 

(Luke xxiv. 6. He is not here, but is riſen. 

(7). Jobn xvi. 16. A little while, and ye ſhall not ſee me; 
and again, a little while, and ye ſhall ſee me, becauſe I go to 


- the Father. 


(/) Matth. i. 23. See letter (e) Chap. xxviii. 20. Lo, I am 
with you alway even unto the end of the world. or 
6) Johan iii. 8. The wind bloweth where it liſteth, and thou 
heareſt the ſound thereof, but canſt not tell whence it cometh, 
and whither it goeth: ſo is every one that is born of the Spirit. 
(t) If. Ixvi. 2. Thus ith the Lord, The heaven is my throne, 
and the earth is my footſtool: where is the houſe that ye build 
unto me? and where is the place of my reſt? 


But though he's good (u), and ev'ry where, 
No good's in hell, yet he is there 2 ) 


I by him (w), in him (x) choſen was Cy), 
Yer of the choice he's not the cauſe (2): 
For ſov'reigy mercy ne'er was bought (a, 
Yet through his blood a vent it ſought (5%. 


In him concenter'd at his death / 
His Father's love (e, his Father's wrath (d: 
Even he whom paſhon never ſeiz'd (e), 


Was then moſt angry, when moſt pleas'd (JJ. 


(% Pal. c. 5. The Lord is | apr, his mercy is everlaſting. 

(v) Pſal. exxzix. 8. If I make my bed in hell, behold, thou 
art there. 

(w) as God. (x) as Mediator. 

(O Eph: i. 4 According as he hath choſen us in him before 
the foundation of the world, that we ſhould be holy, and with- 
out blame before him in love. 

(2) Bur himſelf the Father's firſt elect, IC. xlii. t. Behold my 
ſervant whom 1 uphold, mine cle& in whom my foul delight 
eth. Matth. xii. 18. *Behcld, my ſervant whom I have choſen, 
my beloved in whom my ſoul is well pleaſed. 

(2) John iii. 16, God fo loved the world, that he gave his. 
only begotten Son, Cc. Rom. ix. Iz. For the children being: 
not yet born, neither having done any good or evil, that the: 
purpoſe of God according to election might ſtand, not of 
works, but of him that calleth. v. 13. It is written, Jacob 
have I loved, but Eſau have I hated. v. 15. God faith to 
Moſes, I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and L 
will have compaſſion on whom I will have compaſſion. 

(5) Rom. iii. 24 25. Being juſtified freely dy his grace, 
through the redemption that is in Jeſus Chriſt : whom God hath: 
ſet forth to be a propitiation, through faith in his blood, to de-- 
clare his righteouſneſs for the remiſſion of ſins, Cc. Chap. v. 
9. Being juſtified by his blood, we (hall be ſaved from wrath: 
through him. v. 21. That as fn bath reigned unto death, 
even ſo might grace reign through righteouſneſs unto, eternal 
life, by Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. : | 


(c) Jobn x. 27. Therefore doth my Father love me, becauſe 


I lay down my life, that I might take it again. 


- (4) II Iii. 10. Let it pleaſed the Lord to bruiſe him, he hath 


put him to grief. Fa 
(e) IE xxvii. 4. Fury is not in me. 
Y Rom. viii. 23. He ſpared not bis own Son, but delivers 


N 3. 
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Juftice requir'd that he ſhould die (g). 
Who yet was flain unrighteoufly (5) ; 
Aud dy'd in mercy and in wrath, 


nd 
A la 


Y 
d 
wal and a lawleſs death (i). 


With him I neither liv'd nor dy'd, 

And yet with him was crucify'd (k), 
Law-curſes ſtopt his breath, that he 

Might ſtop its mouth from curſing me (/). 


 *Tis now 'a thouſand years and moe 
Since heav'n receiv'd him; yet I know, 
When he aſcended up on high 
To mount the throne, ev'n ſo did I (m). 


ed him up for os all. Eph.'v. 2. Chrift hath given him- 
ſelf for us, an offering and a ſacrifice to God for a ſweet- 
ſmelling ſavour. 

(x) Heb. vii. 22. By ſo mnch was Jeſus made a ſurety of a 
better teſtament. Chap. ix. 16. For where a teftament is, 
there muſt alſo of neceſſity be the death of the teſtator. v. 22. 
23. And almoſt all things are by the law purged with blood; 
and without ſhedding of blood is no remiſſion. It was there- 
fore neceſſary that the patterns of things in the heavens ſhould 
be purified with theſe ; but the heavenly things themſelves 
with better ſacrifices than theſe. . 2 
(65) Matth. xxvii. 4 I [ Judas] have ſinned, in that I have be- 
trayed the innocent blood. v. 23. And the governor ſaid, 
Why, what evil hath he done? But they cricd out the more, 
ſaying, Let him be crucified. & 

(5) Ads ii. 23. Jeſus of Nazareth, being delivered by the 
determinate counſel and fereknowledge of God, ye have taken, 
and by wicked hands have crucified and lain. Chap. iv. 27. 
For of a truth againſt thy holy child Jeſus, whom thou haft 
anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles, 
and the people of Iſrael were gathered together, Cc. 

(Y Gal. 11. 20. I am crucified with Chriſt. 

) Gal. iii, x3- Chriſt hath redeemed us from the curſe of 
the law, being made a curſe for us: for it is written, Curſed 
is every one that hangeth on a tree. | 

) Col. iii. 1. If ye then be riſen with Chriſt, &c. Heb. 
= = Whither the forerunner is for us entered, even Je- 
vs, Te⸗ 5 oy 


Paar IM. The Believer's Riddle. 


Hence though earth's dunghill I embrace, 
I fit with him in heav'nly place (u), 

In divers diſtant orbs I move, 

Inthrall'd below, inthron'd above. 


151. 


SECT. I. 8 
The myſtery of the ſaint's life, fate, and frame, 
M* life's a pleaſure (a) and a pain (6) 
A real loſs, a real gain (c); 
A glorious paradiſe of joys (d), 
A grievcus priſon of annoys (e). 


I daily joy, and daily mourn (7). 
Yet daily wait the tide's return (g): 


(=) Eph. ii. 5. 6. Even when we were dead in fins, hath 


quickened us together with Chriſt, and hath raiſed us up to- 


ether, and made us fit together in heavenly places in Chriſt 
eſus. 


(a) Prov. iii. 17. Her ways are ways of pleaſantneſs, and all 
der paths are a | 


i | 

(5) Pfal. cxx. 3. Wo is me, that I ſojourn in Meſech, that 
I dwell in the tents of Kedar. | | 
(c) Phil. iii. 7. But what things were gain to me, thoſe 1 


counted 1»{s for Chriſt. Chap. i. 21. 23. 23- 424. For to me to 


live is Chriſt, and to die is gain. But if I live in the fleſh, 

this is the fruit of my labour : yet what I ſhall chooſe 1 wot 

not, for I am in a ſtrait betwixt two, having a deſi re te de- 
art, and to be with Chriſt; which is far better: neverthe» 
efs, to abide in the fleſh, is more needful for you. 

(d) 1 Pet. i. 8. Whom having not ſeen, ye love; in whom 
though now ye ſee bim not, yet believing, ye rejoice with 
joy unſpeakable, and Full of glory. 

(e) Pfal. cxlii. 7. Bring my ſoul out of priſon, that I may 
praiſe thy name. | 

(F) 1 Pet: i. 6 Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now 
for a ſeaſon (if need be) ye are in heavineſs, through manifold 
temptations. 2 Cor. i. 4 Who cemforteth us in all our tri- 
bulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in 
any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourſelves are com- 
_ 4 God. Job xxx 28, I went mourning without the 


(gs) IC viii. 17. And 1 will wait upon the Lord that hideth 


| his face from the houſe of Jacob, and I will look for him. 
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Then forrow deep my ſpirit chears, 
I'm joyful in a flood of tears (5). 


Good cauſe I have ſtill to be ſad (i), 
Good reaſon always to be glad (k). 
Hence ſtill my joys with ſorrows meet (J, 
And ſtill my tears are bitter-fweet (m). 


? 


(Y Zech. xii. 10. And I will pour upon the houſe of David, 
and upon the inhabitants of Jeruſalem, the ſpirit of grace and 
of ſupplications, and they (hall look pen me whom the 
have pierced, and they ſhall mourn. for him, as one mournet 
for his only ſon, and ſhall be in bitterneſs fer him, as one that 
is in bitterneſs for his firſt-born.. Ezek. xxxvi. 31. 32. Then 
ſhall ye remember your own evil ways, and your doings that 
were not good, and ſhall lothe — in your own ſight, 
for your iniquities, and for your abominations. Not for your 
ſakes do [I this, ſaith the Lord God, be it known unto you: 
be aſhamed and confounded for your own ways, O houſe of 
Iſrael. Hel. xii. 3. 4- He [Jacob] took his brother by the heel 
in the womb, and by his ſtrength he had power with God: 
yea, he had power over the Angel, and prevailed; he wept and 
made ſupplication unto him: he found him in Bethel. and there 
he ſpake with us. Luke vii. 38. And [a woman which was a 
ſinner] ſtood at his feet behind him weeping, and began to 
waſh his fect with tears, and did wipe them with the hairs of 
her head, and kiſſed his feet, and anointed them with the oint- 
ment. John xx. 15. 16. Jeſus ſaith unto, her, Woman, why 
weepeſt thou? whom ſeekeſt thou? ſhe ſuppoſing him to be the 
gardener, faith unto him, Sir, if thou have borne him hence, 
tell me where thou haſt laid him, and I will take him away. 
2 faith unto her, Mary. She turned herſelf, and faith unto 

im, Rabboni, which is to ſay, Maſter v. 20. Then were the 


diſciples glad when they ſaw the Lord. 


(i) Rom. vii. 24. O wretched man that I am, who ſhall de- 
liver me from the body of this death! 

(A) Cor. ii, 14. Thanks be unto God, which always cauſeth 
us to triomph in Chriſt. 

(/) 2 Cor. vi. 20 — as ſorrowful, yet always rejoicing, 

n Zech. xii. 10. Se letter (b). Pſal. cxxvi. 3. They that 


ſow in tears, ſhall reap in joy. If. Ixi. 2. 3. The Lord hath 


ſent me to comfort all that mourn :. to appoint unto. them that 
mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty for afhes, the oil of 


Joy for mourning, the garment of praiſe for the ſpitit of 
eavineſs, &c. Matth. v. 4. Bleſſed are they that mourg : ot 


they ſhall be comforted. 
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I'm croſs'd, and yet have all my will (u); 
I'm always empty, always full (o). | 

I hunger now, and thirſt no more (p), - 
Yet do more eager than before (9). 


With meat and drink indeed I'm bleſt (r), 
Yet feed on hunger, drink on thirſt (/). 
My hunger brings a plenteous ſtore (5), 
My plenty makes me hunger more (t). 


(=) Luke xi. 42. Father, if thou be willing, remove this 
cup from me: nevertheleſs, not my will, but thine be done. 
Acts xxi. 14. And when he [Paul] weuld not be perſuaded, we 
ceaſed, ſaying, The will of the Lord be done. 

(e) 2 Cer. vi. 10. As having nothing, and yet poſſeſſing all things. 

(p) John vi. 35. And Jeſus (aid unto them, I am the bread 
of life, he that cometh to me ſhall never hunger; and he that 
believeth on me, ſhall never thirſt, | 

) Pfal. x!ii. 1. 2. As the hart panteth after the water- 
brouks, ſo panteth my ſoul after thee, O God. My ſoul thirſt 
eth for God, for the living God: when ſhall I come and « 
' pear before God? And ]xiii. 1. O God, theu art my God, ear Y 
will 1 ſcek thee: my foul tbirſteth for thee, my ficih longe 
for thee in a dry and thiiſly land, where no water is. And 
Ixxiii. 25- Whom have I in heaven but thee? and there is 
none upon earth that I defire beſides thee. IC xxvi. 8. 9. Yea, 
in the way of thy judgements, O Lord, have we waited for thee ; 
the deſire of our ſoul is to thy name, and to the remembrance 
of the. With my ſoul have I deſired thee in the night, yea, 
with my ſpirit within me will I ſeck thee early. 

(r) John vi. 55. For my fleſh is meat indeed, and my blood 
is drink indeed. | ; 

() Job xxix. 2. 3. 4 Oh that I were as in months paſt, as in 
the days when God preſerved me: when his candle ſhined u 
on my head, and when by his light I walked through darkneſs : 
as I was in the days of my youth, when tne ſecret of God was 
upon my tabernacle. Pal. Ixxvii. 10. 11. 12. 1 will remember 
the years of the right hand of the Moſt High. Iwill remember 
the works of the Lord: ſurely I will remember thy wonders of 
old. I will meditate alſo of all thy work, and talk of thy do- 
ings- Song v. 8. I charge. you, O daughters of Jeruſalem, if 
ye find my Beloved, that ye tell him that I am fick of love, 
Chap. viii. 1. O that thou wert as my brother that ſucked the 
breaſts of my mother! when 1 ſhould find thee without, I 
would kiſs thee, yea, I ſhould not be deſpiſed. 

(s) Matth. v. 6. Bleſſed are they which do hunger and thirſt 
after righteouſheſs, for they ſhall be filled. | | : 
(5) -a Cor. v. 2. For in this we groaa earneſtly, deſiring ts 
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Strange is the place of my abode, 
I dwell at home, I dwell abroad (u). 
I] am not where all men may ſee, 


But where I never yet could be (v). 


I'm full of hell (u), yet full of heav'n (x) 
I'm ſtill upright (y), yet ſtill unev'n (z); 
Imperfect (a), yet a perfect ſaint (6) 

I'm ever poor (c), yet never want (d). 


be clothed upon with our houſe which is from heaven. Phil. 
i. 23. For I am in a firait betwixt two, having a deſire to de- 
part, and to be with Chriſt ; which js far better, &c. Song ii. 
3. 4: 5. I fat down under his ſhadow with great delight, and 
his fruit was ſweet to my taſle. He brought me to the 
banqueting- houſe, and his banner over me was love. Stay 
my with flagons, comfort me with apples; for I am ſick of 
ove. | 

) Job iv. 19. How much leſs them that dwell in houſes of 
Clay, whoſe foundation is in the duſt, which are cruſhed be- 
fore the morh? Pal. xc. 1. Lord, thou haſt been our dwell. 
ing-place in all generations. And xci- 1. He that dwelleth 
in the ſecret place of the Moſt High, ſhall abide under the 
ſhadow of the Almighty. 1 John iv. 16. God is love; and he 
that dwelleth in love, dwelleth jn God, and God in him. 

(v) IC xxxiii. 16. He ſhall dwell on high; his place of de- 
Fence ſhall be the munition of rocks. Eph. ii. 6. And hath 
raiſed us up together, and made us fit together in heavenly 
places in Chriſt Jeſus. 8 

(w) Eccl. ix. 3. The heart of the ſons of men is full of evil, 
and madneſs is in their heart while they live, and after that 
they go to the dead. | 

(z) Epb. iii. 19. And to know the love of Chriſt, which 
po knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fulneſs 

God 


(9) Pal. xviii. 23. I was alſo upright before him: and I kept 
wy from mine iniquity. 

(z) Ezek. xviii. a5- Hear now, O houſe of Iſrael, are not 
your ways unequal ? g 

(Rev. iii. 2. Be watchful, and ſtrengthen the things which 
remain, that are ready to die: for I have not found thy works 
perfect before God. - 8 g 

(4) x Cor. ii. & Howbeit we ſpeak wiſdom among them 
that are perfect, &c. a 5 

(c) Pal. xl. 17. But I am poor and needy, yet the Lord 
thinketh upen me. 


(i] Pfal. axiii. . The Lord is my ſhepherd, I ſhall not want 


ParT III. 


The Believer't "Riddle. 
No mortal eye ſees God and lives (e), 
Yet ſight of him my ſoul revives /). 


I live beſt when I ſee moſt 1 ( 
Yet live by faith, and not by fight (5). 


Pm lib'ral (i), yet have nought to ſpare (4); 
Moſt richly cloth'd (/), yet fiript and bare (m). 


And xzxiv. 10. The young lions do lack, and ſuffer hunger: 
but they that ſeek the Lord ſhall not want any good thing. 
(e) Exod: xxxiv. 20. And be ſaid, Thou canſt not ſte my 


face: for there ſhall no man ſee me, and live. 


(f) John vi. 40. And this is the will of him that ſent me, 
that every one which ſceth the Son, and believeth on him, 
may have everlaſting life. Chap. xx. 20. Then were the diſs 
ciples glad when they ſaw the Lord. | 

(g) 2 Cor. iii. 18. But we all with open face beholding as 
in a glaſs the glory of the Lord, are changed into the ſaws 
image, from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the 
Lord. Chap. iv. 6. Fer God who cpmmanded the light to 
ſhine out of darkneſs, hath ſhined in our hearts, to give the 


light of the Knowledge of the glory of God, in the face of 
Jefas Chriſt. | 

(b) Gal. ii. 20. I am crucified with Chiiſt: Nevertheleſs 1 
live; yet not L, but Chriſt liveth in me: and the life which T 
now live in the fleſh, I live by the faith of the Son of God, 
who loved me, and gave himſelf for me. 2 Cor. v. 7. For we 
walk by faith, not by ſight. OP 2 n 

() Pfal. xxxvii. 21. The wicked bor roweth, and payeth not 

ain: but the righteous fheweth mercy, and giveth. 

(%) Zeph. iii. 12. I will alſo leave in the midſt of thee an 
affficted and poor people, aud they ſhall truſt in the name of 
the Lord. OY 

(J) If. Ixi. 10. I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my ſoul 
ſhall be joyful in my God, for he hath clothed me with the 
garments of ſalvation, be hath covered me with the robe of 
righteouſneſs, as a bridegroom decketh himſelf with orna- 
ments, and as a bride adorneth herſelf with her jewels. 

( Ezek xvi. . I have cau{d thee to multiply as the bud 
of the field, and thou haſt increaſed and waxen great, and 

thou art come to excellent ornaments : thy breaſts are faſhion- 
ed, and thine hair is grown, whereas thou waſt naked and bare. 
Rev. il. x7. Becauſe thou ſayſt, I am rich, and increaſed with 
goods, and have need of nothing: and knoweſt not that 


thou zrt wretched, and miſerable, and poor, and blind, and 
naked. | 


—ä — 
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if My ſtock is riſen by my fall (n); 
For, having nothing, I have all (o). 
I'm ſinful (p), yet I have no fin (q) 
|| All ſpotted o'er (7), yet wholly clean (/). 
Blackneſs and beauty both I ſhare, 
| A helliſh black, a heavenly fair (2). 
ll | They're of the dev't, who fin amain (f); 
* But I'm of God, yet ſin retain (u): 
| This traitor vile the throne aſſumes (v), 
Prevails, yet never overcomes (w). 


| 
| |  (#) Rom. viii. 28. And we know that all things work te- 
gether for good, to them that love God, to them who are the 


| called according to his purpoſe. | 
| (e) 2 Cor. vi. 10.-— as having nothing, and yet poſſeſſing all 


Wn ! things. | 
Wn (9) Rom. vii. x4. For we know that the law is ſpiritual; but 
1 I am carnal, ſold under fin. v. 24 O wretched man that I 

1 am, who ſhall deliver me from the body of this death ! 

(9) Nomb. xxiii. 21. He hath not beheld iniquity in Jacob, 
neither hath he ſeen perverſcneſs in Iſrael. 1 John iii. 9. 
Whoſoever is born of God, doth not commit fin; for his 

ſeed remaineth in him: and he cannot fin, becauſe he is born 


Wl | of God. 
'F O Pfal. xiv, 3. They are all gone afide, they are all to- 
1 gether become filthy: there is none that doth good, no not 


one. 
(/) Song iv. 7. Thou art all fair, my love, there is no ſpot 


in thee. 

(s) Song i. 5. I am black, but comely, O ye daughters of 
Jeruſalem, as the tents of Kedar, as the curtains of Solomon. 
v. 15. Behold, thou art fair, my love; behold, thou art fair, 


| .8 thon haſt doves eyes. 
8 (i) 1 John iii. 8. He that committeth ſin, is of the devil; 


1 | | for the devil ſinneth from the beginning. 
(4) 1 John i. 8. If we ſay that we have no ſin, we deceive 


ourſelves, and the truth is rot in us. 
(v) Rom. vii. 23. But I ſee another law in my members, 
warring againſt the law of my mind, and bringing me into 
| captivity to the law of fin. which is in my members. 
1 (w) Pſal. Ixv. 3. Iniquities prevail againſt me: as for our 
. tranſgreſſions, thou ſhalt purge them away. Rom. vi. 14 For 
Thy! fin ſhall not have dominion over you; for ye are not under 
the law, but under grace. ; 
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I'm without guile, an If 'elite (x), - 
Yet like a guileful hypocrite ( y); 
Maintaining truth in th' inward part (z) 
With falſehood rooted in my heart (a). 


Two maſters, ſure, I cannot ſerve (5), 
But muſt from one regardleſs ſwerve; 
Yet ſelf is for my maſter known (c), - 
And Jeſus is my Lord alone (d). 


I ſeek myſelf inceſſantly (e), 
Yet daily do myſelf deny (J). 


„ 


(x) John i. 4. Jefus ſaw Nathanael coming to him, and 


Faith of him, Behold an Iſraelite indeed in whom is no 


nile. Pſal. xxxzii. 2a. Bleſſed is the man unto whom the 
ond imputeth not iniquity, and in whoſe ſpirit there is no 
vile. | SE ; 

K 5) Pfal. xix. 12. Who can underſtand his errors? cleanſe 

thou me from ſecret Faults. | 

* (z) Pfal. Ii. 6. Behold, thou defireſt truth in the inward parts: 

and in the hidden part thou ſhalt make me to know wiſdom. 
"(a) Matth. xv. 19. For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, 

murders, adulteries, fornicatious, thefts, falſe witneſs, blaCſ- 


phemies, . 


(b) Matth. vi. 24. No man can ſerve twa maſters : for 
either he will hate the one, and love the other ; or elſe he will 
hold to the one, and deſpiſe the other. Ye cannot ſerve God 
and mammon- | | 

(e) Hoſ. x. 1. Iſrael is an empty vine, he bringeth forth 
fruit unto himſelf: according to the multitude of his fruit, he 
hath increaſed the altars; according to the goodneſs of his 
land, they have made geofdly images. Matth. xvi. 24. Then 
faid Jeſus unto his diſciples, If any man will come after me, 
let him deny himſelf, and take up his croſs and follow me. 

(4) If. xxvi. 13. O Lord our God, other lords beſides thee 
hase had dominion over us: but by thee only will we make 
mention of thy name. John xx. 28. And Thomas anſwered 
and faid unto him, My Lord and my God. ' 

te) James iv. 3. Te afk, and receive not, becauſe ye aſk 
an iſs, that ye may conſume it upon your luſts. Jer. xlv. 2. 

5. Thus faith the Lord the God of Iſrael unto thee, O Baruch, 
And ſeekeſt thou great things for thyſelf? ſeek them not: 
for behold, I will bring evil upon ali fleſh, faith the Lord: but 
thy life will I give unto thee for a prey in all placgs whither 


thou goeſt. 


(F. Matth. xvi. 24. See letter (e). 
| 0 


- 
* 
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To me 'tis lawful evermore C 
Myſelf to love and to abhor (g). 


In this vain world I live, yet ſee 

I'm dead to it, and it to me (6). 

My joy is endleſs (i), yet at beſt 
Does bardly for a moment laſt (t). 


SECT. III. 


Myfteries about the faint's work ond warfare, fins, 


forrows, and joys. 


TH E work is great I'm call'd unto (a), 
Yer nothing's left for me to do (6): 


) Lev. xix. 18. Thou ſhalt not avenge, nor bear any grudge 
againſt the children of thy people, but thou ſhalt love thy 


neighbour as thyſelf: I am the Lojd. EY: v. 29. For no man 


ever yet hated his own fleſh”: but noutiſheth and cheriſheth it, 
even as the Lord the church. John xii. 25. He that loveth 
his life, ſhall loſe it : and he that hateth his life in this world, 
ſhall keep it unto life eternal. Job xlii. 6. Wherefore I ab- 
hor myſelf, and repent in duſt and aſhes, 

(Y Col. iii. 3. For ye are dead, and your life is hid with 


Chiilt in God. Gal. vi. 14 But God forbid that I ſhould - 
glory ſave in the croſs of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by whom 


the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world. 

() John xvi. 22. And ye now therefore have ſorrow: but I 
will ſee you again, and your heart ſhall rejoice, and your joy 
no man taketh from you. 2 Theſſ. ii. 16. Now our Lord 
Joon Chriſt himſelf, and God even our Father, which hath 

ved 'us, and hath given us everlaſting conſolation, and good 
hope through grace, Cc. 

(4) Pſal. xxx. 7. Lord, by thy favour thou haſt made my 
mountain to ſtand ſtrong: thou didſt hide thy face, and I was 
troubled. If. xlix. 13. 14. Sing, O heavens, and be joyful, O 
earth, and break forth into fin 
Lord hath comforted his people, and will have mercy upon his 


afflicted. But Zion ſaid, The Lord bath forſaken me, and my 


Lord hath forgotten me. 

(a) Phil. ii, 12. Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always 
obeyed, not as in my preſence only, but now much more in 
my abſence; work out your own ſalvation with fear and trem- 
bling. ; 

(5) Phil. ii. 13. For it is God which worketh in you, both 


ging, O mountains: for the 
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Hence for my work Heav'n has prepar'd 
No wages (c), yet a great reward (d). 


To works, but not to working dead (e); 
From fin, but not from finning freed (7). 

F clear myſelf from no offence (g), 

Yet waſh mine hands in innocence (5). 


My Father's anger burns like fire (i), 
Without a ſpark of furious ire (4): 


td will and to do of his good pleaſure: Lev. xx. 7. 8. Sanctify 

urſelves therefore, and be ye boly : for :m the Lord your 
God. And ye ſhall keep my ſlatutes, and do them: I am the 
Lord which ſanctify you. 

te) Rom. vi. 23. For the wages of fin is death: but the gift 
of God is eternal life, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Chap. 
xi. 6 And if by grace, then is it no more of works: other- 
wiſe grace is no more grace. But if it be of works, then is it 
no more grace: otherwiſe work is no more work. 

(4) Pſal. xix. 11. Moreover, by them [the judgements of 
the Lord] is thy ſervant warned: and in keeping of them there 
is great reward. Pal. lviii. 11. Verily there 1s a reward for 
the righteous : verily he is a God that judgeth in the earth. 

(e) Rom. vii. 4 erefore, my brethren, ye alſo are be- 
come dead to the law by the body of Chriſt; that ye ſhould 
be married to another, even to him who is raiſed from the 
dead, that we ſhould bring forth fruit unto God. Gal. ii. 19. 
For I through the law am dead to the law, that I might live 
unto God. 33 

(f) r John i. 8. If we ſay that we have no fin, we deceive 
ourſelves, and the truth is not in us. Chap. iii. g Wh ſoever 
is born of God, doth not commit ſin ; for his ſeed remaineth 
in him: and he cannot fin, becauſe he is born of God. 

(g) Rom. vii. 18. Kor I know, that in me (that is, in my 
fleſh) dwelleth no good thing: for to will is preſeut with me; 
but how to perform that which is good, I find not. 

(b) Pfal. xxvi. 6. I will waſh mine hands in innocency: fo 
will I compaſs thine altar, O Lord. 

(s) 1 Kings xi. 9. And the Lord was angry with Solomon, 
becauſe his heart was turned from the Lord God of Iſrael, 
which had appeared unto him twice. 

(A) If. xxvii. 4 Fury is not in me. Chap. liv. 9. 10. For 
this is as the waters of Noah unto me ; for as I have ſworn 
that the waters of Noah ſhould no more go over the 
earth: ſo have I ſworn that I would not be wroth with thee, 
nor rebuke thee. For the mountains ſhall depart, and the bills 
be removed, but my kindneſs ſhall not depart from thee, nei- 

: rr 
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Though ſtill my fins diſpleaſing be ()), 
Let ſtill I know he's pleas'd with me (m). 


Triumphing is my conſtant trade (u), 
Who yet am oft a captive led (6); 

My bloody war does never ceaſe (p), 

Yet I maintain a flable peace (g). 

My foes aſſaulting conquer me, 

Yet ne'er obtain the victory (7) ; 

For all my battles, loſt or won, * 
Were gain'd before they were begun (/). 
Pm ſtill at eaſe, and (till oppreſt; 

Have conſtant trouble, conſtant reſt (3); 


ther ſhall the covenant of my peace be removed, faith the 
Lord, that hath mercy on thee. 

(Hab. i. 13. Thou art of purer eyes than to behold evil, 
and canſt not look on iniquity» Jer. xliv. 4. Howbeit, I ſent 
unto you all my fervants the prophets, rigng corly; and ſend- 
ing them, ſaying, Oh do not this abominable thing that I 

ate. 

n Matth. iii. 17. And lo, a voice from heaven, ſaying, 
This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleaſed. Rom. v. 
10. When we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the 


death of his Son. | 


(% 2 Cor. ii. 14 Now thanks be unto God which alway 
cauſeth us to triumph in Chriſt. | 

(0) Rom. vii. 23. But I ſee another law in my members, 
warring againſt the law of my mind, and bringing me into 
captivity to the law of fin, which is in my members. 

(p) Rom. vii. 23. See letter (o). 1 Tim. vi. 12. Fight the 
good fight of faith, &c. Gal. v. 17. For the fleſh luſteth a- 
gainſt the Spirit, and the Spirit againſt the fleſh : and theſe are 
contrary the one to the other; jo that ye cannot do the things 
that ye would. Pp | 

(9) Rom. v. 1. Therefore being juſtified by faith, we have 
peace with God, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, IC. liv. 10. 
Sce letter (K). | 
| (7) Rom. vii. 23. See letter (o). Chap. viii. 37. Nay, in all 
9 we are more than conquerors, through him that 
loved us. | 


& (ſ) 1 Cor. xv. 5y. But thanks be to God which giveth us 
th 


e victory, through our-Lord Jeſus Chriſt. : 
(-) 2 Cor. iv. 8. We are troubled on every fide, yet not 
diſtreſſed ; we are perplexed, but not in deſpair, John Avi. 33. 


— 


which have believed, do enter into reſt. 
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Both clear and cloudy (2), free and bound (u); 
Both dead and living (v), loſt and found (w). 


Sin for my good does work and win (x); 
Yet 'tis not good for me to ſin ()). 
My pleaſure iſſues from my pain (z); 
My loſſes ſtill increaſe my gain (a). 


Theſe things I have ſpoken unto you that in me ye might 


have peace. In the world ye ſhall have tribulation ; but be of 


good cheer, I have overcome the world. Heb. iv. 3. For w 

( Zech. xiv. 6 7. And it ſu ill come to paſs in that day, that 
the light ſhall not be clear, nor dark- But it all be one day, 
which ſhall be known to the Lord, not day nor night: but it 
ſhall come to paſs, that at evening-time it (hill be light. Mie. 
vii. 8. Rejvice not againſt me, O mine enemy: when I fail, [ 


ſhall ariſe; when I fit in darkneſs, the Lord hail be a light 


vato me. 


(a) John viii. 36. If the Son therefore ſhall make you free, 


ye (hall be free indeed. A&s xx. 23. The Holy Ghoſt wits 
neſſeth in every city, ſaying, that bonds and afflictions abide 
me- 


- 


3. For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Chriſt in God. 
() Matth zviii. 11. For the Son of man is come to ſave 

that which was loſt. Pſal. cxix. x76. I have gone aſtray like a 

loſt ſheep, ſeek. thy ſervant. Phil. iii 9. And be found in him, 


not having mine own righteouſneſs, which is of the law, but- 
that which is through the faith of Caritt, the righteouſueſs 


which is-of God by faith. * 5 

(x) Rom. viii. 28. And we kuow that all things work together 
for good, to them that love God, to them who are the called ac 
cording to his purpoſe. Chap. xi. 12. I fay then, Have th 
ſtumbled that they ſhould fall? God forbid; but rather throu 


them to jealouſy. 


(3) Pfal. haxxix.: 3. 32. If they break my ftatutes, and keep 
not my commandments, then will I vifit their tranſgreſſion 


with the rod, and their iniquity with ſtripes. | 
(z) Pal. cxix. 67. Before i was afflicted, I went aftray : but 


now have 1 kept thy word. v. 71. It is good for me that E 
haye been afflicted: that 1 might learn thy. ſtatutes. James i. 
2 My brethrey, count it all joy when. ye fall into divers 
temptations. 

(a) Matth. x. 39. He that loſeth his life for my ſale. (hall. 
find it. Mark x. 29. 30. And Jeſus anſwered and ſaid, Veriiy: 


- 


I fay unto you, There is*nv ry that hath left houſe, os tres 
| 3 


Tv): x Cor. vi. g.—as dying, and behold, we live. Col. iii. 


4 


their fall ſalvation is come unto the Gentiles, for to provoke.- 
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I'm heal'd ev'n when my plagues abound (5), 

Cover'd with duſt ev'n when Pm crown'd (c): 

As low as death, when living high (4), 
Nor ſhall I live, yet cannot die (e). 


For all my fins my heart is ſad, | 

Since God's diſhonour'd (f); yet I'm glad, 
Though once I was a ſlave to fin (g), 

Since God does thereby honour win (5). 


Gos EL SONNE T $. 


thren, or ſiſters, or father, or mother, or wife, or chi'dren» 
or lands for my ſake and the goſpel's, but he ſhall receive an 
hundred-fold now in this time, houſes, and brethren, and ſi- 
ſters, and mothers, and children, and lands, with perſecutions ; 
and in the world to come, eternal life. 

(5) Rom. vii. 24 z5- O-wretched man that I am, who ſhall 
deliver me from the body of this death! I thank God, through 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 

(c) viz with mercy, Job xlii. 5. 6. I have heard of thee by 
the hearing of the ear: but now mine eye ſecth thee Where- 
fore I abhor myſelf, and repent in duſt and aſhes. Ezek xvi. 
63. That thou mayſt remember and be confounded, and never 
open thy mouth any more becauſe of thy ſhame, when I am 
5 3h toward thee for all that thou haſt done, ſaith the Lord 
God. ; 

(d) 2 Cor. vi. 9 —as dying, and behold, we live. 

(e) Heb. ix. 27. It is appointed unto men once to die. John 
v. 24 Verily verily I ſay unto you, Ne that heareth my word, 
and believeth on him that ſent me, hath everlaſting life, and 
ſhall not come into condemnation ; but is paſſed from death 
unto life. Chap. vi. 40. And this is the will of him that ſent 
me, that every one which ſeeth the Son, and believeth on him, 
may have everlaſting life. v. 50. 51. This is the bread which 
cometh down from heaven, that a man may eat thereof, and 
not die. I am the living bread which came down from hea- 
ven: if any man cat of this bread, he ſhall live for ever: and 
the bread that I will give, is my fleſh, which I will give for 
the life of the world. 

( f) Pfal. li. 4. Againſt thee, thee only have I ſinned, and 
done this evil in thy fight. "Ws 

( Rom. vi. 17. But God be thanked, that ye were the ſer- 
vants of fin, but ye have obeyed fiom the heart that form of 
doctrine which was delivered unto-you. | 

(Y I. xliv. 23. Sing, O ye heavens; for the Lord hath done 
it: hat, ye lower parts of the earth: break forth into ſing- 
ing, ye mountains, O foreſts, and every tree therein: for the 
Lad hub tedeemed Jacob, and glorificd himſelf in Iſtrael. 


= 
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My fins are ever in his eye (i), 

Yet he beholds no fin in me ((: 
His mind that keeps them all in ſtore, 
Will yet remember them no more (/). 


Becauſe my fins are great, I feel. 

Great fears of heavy wrath (m); yet ſtill 
For mercy ſeek, for pardon wait, 
Becauſe my (ins are very great (n). 


I hope when plung'd into deſpair (o), 
I tremble when I have no fear (). 


Eph. i. 6. To the praiſe of the glory of his grace. v. 12. That 
=. ſhould be to the praife of bl a” Fogg 

(7) Rev. iii. 1. I know thy works, that thou haſt a name that 
thou liveſt, and art dead. v. 15. I know thy works, that thou 
art neither cold nor hot. | 

( Numb. xiii. 21. He bath not beheld iniquity in Jacob, 
neither bath he ſeen perverſeneſi in Iſrael. Song iv. 7. Thou 
art all fair, my love, there is no ſpot in thee. Eck. xvi. 14. 
And thy renown went :»rth among the Heathen for thy beau» 
ty: for it was perfect through my comelineſs which I had put 
upon thee, ſaith the Lord Gcd. 

(1) If. xliii. 25. I, even I am he that blotteth out thy tranſ- 


greſſions for mine own ſake, and will not remember thy fins. 


Jer. xxxi. 34. J will forgive their iniquity, and I will remem- 
ber their fin no more. Heb. viii. 12. I will be merciful to 
their unrighteouſneſs, and their fins and their iniquities will 1 
remember no more. : 3 

(n) Exra ix. 13. 14. And after all that is come upon us for 
our evil deeds, and for our great treſpaſs, ſecing that thou our 
God haſt puniſhed us leſs than our iniquities deſerve, and haſt 
given us ſuch deliverance as this: ſhould we again break thy com- 
mandments, and join in affinity with the people of theſe abo- 
minations? wouidſt nt thou be angry with us till thou hadſt 
conſumed us, ſo that there ſhould be no remnant nor eſcaping? 
Pſal. xxxviii. 1. O Lord, rebuke me not in thy wrath: neither 
ebaſten me in thy hot diſpleaſure. 

() Pſal. xxv. 11. For thy name's ſake, O Lord, pardon mine 


iniquity : for it is great. Jer. xiv. 7. O Lord, though our 


iniquities teſtify againſt us, do thou it for thy name's ſake: for 
our backſlidings are many, we have ſinned againſt thee. 

(e) Rom. iv. 18. Who [Abraham] againſt hope believed in 
hope. 2 Cor. i. 8. 9. For we would not, brethren, have you 
ignorant of our trouble which came to us in Aſia, that we were 
preſſed out of meaſure, above ſtrength, inſomuch that we de- 


— 
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| Myſteries in faith's extraftions, wy and walk, pray- 


Pardons diſpel my griefs and fears (9), ] 
| | And yet diſſolve my heart in tears (r ). p 
j * 
| | 8 ECT. IV. | 


ert and anſwers, heights and depths, fear and} © 
love. | = 
WV LH waſps and bees my buſy bill 
| Sucks ill from good, and good from ill (a): © 
| . | Jo mi 
1 ſpaired even of life : but we had the ſentence of death in our- 
| Ives, that we ſhould not truſt in ourſcives, but in God which ſo 
raiſeth the dead. = 
| (p) Phil. ti. 12. Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always fe 


obeyed, not as in my preſeace only, but now much more in 2 
+ my abſence; work out your on ſalvation with fear and trem- b. 
X bling. Luke i. 24. That he would grant unto vs, that we 
being delivered out of the hands of our enemies, might ſerve 
him without fear. . by 

() Matth.. iz, 2. Jeſus faid unto the lick of the palſy, Son, 


— 
— 
— - © 


— 


your own evil ways, and your doings that were not good, and 

mall loath yourſelves in your own fight for your iniquities, | 

and for your abominations. Chap. xvi. 63. That thou mayft | 
| 


| | de of good cheer, thy fins be forgiven thee. | 1 
'F (r) Ezck.-xxxvi. 25. 26. Then will I ſprinkle clean water 1 
1 upon you, and ye ſhall be clean: from all your fiithineſs, t 
| and from all your idols will l cleanſe you. A new heart alſo 

1 will I give you, ard a new ſpirit will I put within you, and [I 3 
'F will take away the ſtony heart out of your fleſh, and I will l 
| | give you an heart of fleſh v. 31. Then ſhall ye remember | 
| 


remember and be confounded, and never open thy mouth any 
more beeauſe of thy ſhame, when I am pacified toward. thee. 
for all that thou haſt done, ſaith the Lord God. ö 
9 Rom. ii 4. Or deſpiſeſt thou the riches of his goodneſs, 
and forbearance, and long-ſuffering; nt knowing that the 
, oodneſs of God leadeth thee to repentance? Chap. vi. . 2. 
hat ſhall we ay then? ſhall we continue in Gn, that-giuce 
may abound? God forbid: how ſhall! we that are dead te fin, 
live any longer therein? v. 15. What then? ſhall we fin, be- 
cauſe we are not under the law, but under grace? God forbid, 
Chap. viii. 28. And we know that all things work together for 
good, to them that love God, to them who are the called ac- 
cording to his purpoſe. Phil. i. 12. But I would ye {ſhould un- 
derſtand, brethren, that the things which happened unto me, 
have fallen out rather unto the furtherance of the goſp:l. Pſal. 
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Par III. The Believor's Riddle. 


Humil'ty makes my pride to grow, 
And pride aſpiring lays me low (6). 


My ſtanding does my fall procure (c), 

My falling makes me ſtand more ſure (d). 
My poiſon does my phyſic prove (eg), ö“ 
My enmity provokes my love (). 


My poverty infers my wealth (g), 
My ſickneſs iſſues in my health (5): 


) cxin 71. It is good for me that T have been afflited : that I 
might learn thy ftatutes. 

ur- (4) 2 Cor. xii. 2. And leſt I ſhould be exalted above mea- 

ich & fore through the abundance of the revelations, there was gi- 
ven to me s thorn in the fleſh, the meſſenger of Satan to buf- 

ys fet me, Icſt I ſhould be exalted above meaſure. Prov. xxix. 
23-"A man's pride ſhall bring him low: but honour ſhall up- 

1 hold the humble in ſpirit. 2 Chron.” zxxii. 26. Hezekiah hum- 

* bled himſelf for the pride of his heart, (both he and the inha> 

ve bitants of Jeruſalem), ſo that the wrath of the Lord came not 
upon them in the days of Hezekiah. . 

n, (e) Pal. xxx. 6 7. And in my proſperity I aid, I ſhall ne 
ver be moved. Lord, by thy favour thou haſt made my 

| qu to land itrong : thou didſt bide thy face, and 1 was 

troubled. 75 


er 
$ | | 
D (4) Prov. xxiv. 16. For a juſt man falleih ſeven times, and 
I riſeth up again. Pſal. xxxvii. 24. Thougb he fall, he ſhall 
H * N utterly caſt down: for the Lord vpholdeth him with his 
| hand. , 
4 (e) 2 Cor. xii. 7. 8. And left I ſhould be exalted above mea 
, ſore through the abundance of the revelations, there was given 
i te me a thorn in the fleſh, the.meſſenger of Satan to buffet 
7 me, leſt I ſhonld be exalted above meaſure. Fer this thing I be- 
c ſought the Lord thrice, that it might depart from me. If. xxvii. 
8. 9. In meaſure when it ſhooteth forth, thou wilt debate with 
it; he ſtayeth his rough wind in the day of the eaſt-wind. By 
this therefore ſhall the iniquity of Jacob be purged, and this 
is all the fruit to take away his ſin. | 

(Y) Gal. v. 27. The fleſh luſteth againſt the Spirit, and the 
Spirit againſt the fleſh. v. 24. And they that are Chriſt's, 
have crucified the fleſh, with the affe ctions and luſts. 

(#8) Rev. ii. 9. I know thy poverty, but thou art rich. 
2 Cor. vi 10,-—as having * 8 and yet poſſeſſing all things. 

() Matth. ix. 12. They that be whole need not a phy ſician, 
but they that are ſick. If. IVii. 17. 18. For the iniquĩity of his 
co vetoùſneſs was I wroth, and ſmote him: I hid me, and was 
wroth, and he went on frowardly in the way of bis heart, I 


* 
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Gori 80 NES. 
My hardneſs tends to make me ſoft (i), 
And killing things do cure me oft (4). 
While high attainments caſt me down, 
My deep abaſements raiſe me ſoon (1): 
My belt things oft have evil brood (m), 
My worſt things work. my greateſt good (un). 
My inward foes that me alarm, 

Breed me much hurt, yet little harm (o). 


have ſeen his ways, and wilf heal bim: L will lead him alſo,. 
and reſtore comforts unto him, and to his mourners. 

(7) IC. iii. 27. O Lord, why haſt thow-made us to err from 
thy ways? and hardened our heart from thy fear? Return for 
thy ſervants fake, the tribes of thine inheritance, 

(# 2 Cor i. 9. But we had the ſentence of death in our- 
ſelves, that we ſhould not truſt in ourſelves, but in God which 
raiſeth the dead; Hoſ. v. 15 Iwill go and return to my place, 
till they acknowledge their offence, and ſeek my face: in their 
affliction they will ſeek me early. Chap. vi. t. Come and let 
us return unto the Lord : for he hath torn, and he will heal 
us; he hath ſmitten, and he will bind us up. 

(7) Pet. v. 5. 6. Be ſubjeft one to another; and be clothed” 
with humility : for God reſiſteth the proud, and giveth grace I ** 
to the humble. Humble yourſelves therefore 4 the migh- tl 
ty band of God, that he may exalt you in due time. Pfal. 
CxVi. 6. I was brought low, and he helped me. 

. (#n) Pal. xxx. 6. 7. And in my proſperity I ſaid, I ſhall 
never be moved. Lord, by thy favour thou haſt made my 
mountain to ſtand ſtrong: thou didſt hide thy face, and I was 
troubled. Deut. xxxii. 14. 15. Butter of kine, and milk of 
ſheep, with fat of lambs, and rams of the breed of Baſhan, 
and goats, with the fat of kidneys of wheat, and thou didſt 
drink the pure blood of the grape. But Jeſhurun waxed fat, 
and kicked: theu art waxen fat, thon art grown thick, thou 
art covered with fatneſs; then he forſook God which made him, 
and lightly eſteemed the Rock of his ſalvation. Pſal. cvi. 7. 
Our fathers underſtood not thy wonders in Egypt, they re- 
membered not the myltitude of thy mercies, but provoked him 
at the ſea, even at the Red ſea. . 

() Pſal. xxx. 11. Thou haſt turned for me my meurning 
into dancing: thou haſt put off my ſackcloth, and girded me 
with gladneſs. Rom. viii. 28. Sce letter (a). | 

(%) Jer. X. 19. Wo is me for my hurt, my wound is grie- 
vous: but I faid, Truly this is a grief, and I muſt bear it. 
1 Pet. iii. 13. And who is be that will harm you, if ye be fol- 

lowers of that which is good? © 


A _ OA was audio Dd hy = hy 


The Believer t Riddle. 167 


I get no good by them *, yet ſee 
To my chief good they cauſe me flee (p). 


They reach to me a deadly ſtroke (), 

Yet ſend me to a living rock (7). | 
: They. make me long for Canaan's banks (5), 

Yet ſure I owe them little thanks. 


I travel (t), yet ſtand firm and faſt (u); 

I run (v), but yet I make no haſte (w). 

I take a way both old and new (x), 
Within my fight (5), yet out of view (z). 


—_ in themſchves, but much evil, 1 Pet. ii. 11. Dearly belo» 
ar ved, I beſeech you as firangers and pilgrims, abſtain from 
| fleſhly luſts, which war againſt the ſoul. James i. 14. 1. 
r- © But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away by his 
ch don luſt. ard enticed Then when luſt bath conceived, it 
© * oo forth fin; and fin when it is finiſhed, bringeth forth 
Ir” ea | a 
et (p) Pfal. cxliii. 9. Deliver me, © Lord, from mine ene- 
al mies: I flee unto thee to hide me. | 
(9) Rom. viii. 13. If ye live after the fleſh, ye ſhall die. 

ed (r) ® al. xviii. 46. 47. The Lord liveth, and bleſſed be my 
ce rock: and let the God of my falvation be exalted. It is God. 
h- that avengeth me, and ſubdueth the people under me. | 
l. (s) Pl. lv. 6. And I ſaid, O that I had wings like a dove! 

for then would I fly away, and be at reſt. And cxx. 5. Wo 
I is me, that J ſojourn in Meſech, that I dwell in the tents of 
y Kedar. Rom. viii. 20.—23- For the creature was made ſubject 
Tl to 2 not willingly, but by reaſon of him whe hath ſub- 

t 


f jected ſame in hope: becauſe the creature itſelf alſo ſhall 

15 be delivered from he bondage of corruption, into the glorious 

ſt liberty of the children of God. For we know that the whole 

3 creation groancth, and travelleth in pain together until now: 

u and not only they, but eurſelves alſo, which have the firſt- 

* fruits of the Spirit, even we ourſelves groan within ourſelves, | 
I waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body. | 
= (t) Heb. xi. 13.—and confeſſed that they were ſtrangers and 

1 pilgrims on the earth. ; 


(») x Cor. xvi. 13. Watch ye, ſtand faſt in the faith, quit 
2 you like men, be ſtrong. Es” 
e (v) Heb. xii. 1. Let us run with patience the race that is ſet 


before us. | . 
s (w) I. xxviii. 46. He.that believeth, ſhall not make haſte. 
1 (x) Jer. vi. 16. Thus faith the Lord, Stand ye in the ways, 


. and ſee, and aſk for the old paths, where is the good way, and 


GosyEL SoNNETS 


My way directs me in the way (a), 

And will not ſuffer me to ſtray (6): 
Though high and out of fight it be, 
Im in the way, the way's in me (c). 


'Tis ſtraight (d), yet full of heights and depths (e}; 
| I keep the way (J), the way me keeps (g). 


walk therein, and ye ſhall find reſt for your ſouls. Heb. x. 
19. 20. Having therefore, brethren, boldneſs to enter into 
the holieſt by the blood of Jeſus, by a new and living way 

which he hath conſecrated for us, through the vail, that is to 
ſay, his fleſh. Wet | 0 

(3) 1 Cor. xiii« 12. For now we ſee through a.glaſs, dark- 
ly ; but then face to face: now I know in part; but then ſhall 
I know even as alſo I am known. 

() John xvi. 10, 1 go to my Father, and ye ſee me no 

more. . . 

(2) John xiv. 6. Jeſus ſaith unto him, I am the way: — no 
man cometh unto the Father, but by me. a 

(5) IC. xlii. 16. And I will bring the blind by a way that they 
knew not, I will lead them in paths that they have not 
known: I will make darkneſs light before them, and crooked 
things ſtraight. ' Theſe things will I do unto them, and not 
forſake them. Chap. Iv. 4. Behold, I have given him for a 
leader and commander to the people. = 

c) If. xxxv. 8. And an high way shall be there, and a way, 
and it ſhall be called the way of holineſs; the unclean hall 
not paſs over it, but it ſhall be for thoſe: the wayfaring men, 
though fools, ſhall not'err therein. John xv. 4. Abide in me, 
and 1 in you. Chap. vii. 23. I in them, and thou in me, that 
they may be made perfect in one, and that the world ma 
know that thou haſt ſent me, and haſt loved them, as thou ba 
loved me. v. 26. And I have declared unto them thy name, 


and will declare it: that the love where with thou haſt loved 


me, may be in them, and I in them. | 
(4) Matth. iii. 3. This-is he that was ſpoken of by the pro- 
phet Eſaias, ſay ing, The voice of one crying in the wilder. 
neſs, Prepare ye the way of tte Lord, make his paths ſtraight. 
e) I. xl. 3. 4. The voice of him that erieth in the wilder- 


nels, Pre pete ye the way of the Lord, make ſtraight in the 


deſert a high-way for our God. Every valley ſhall be exalted, 
and every mountain and hill ſhall be made low: and the crook» 
ed ſtall be m:de ſtraight, and the rough places plain. Chap 


xlit. 16. Sce letter (b). Pſal. Ixxvii. 1 3 Thy way, 0 God „ 


us. hed eee 
the great waters, and thy fuotiteps are not knuwn. * | 


ParT II. The Believer's Riddle. 
And being that to which I tend, 

My very way's my journey's end (5). 
When I'm in company I groan, 
Becauſe I then am molt alone (i); 

; Yet, in my cloſeſt ſecreey, 

I'm joyful in. my company (+). 


I'm heard afar (I), without a noiſe ; 

I cry without a lifted voice (m: 

| Still moving in devotion's ſphere (n), 
Yet ſeldom ſteady perſevere (o). 


, (f) Pal. vil. 34 Wait on the Lord, and keep bis way, 
and he ſhall exalt thee to inherit the land, | 
(x) Pal cxxi. 3- 4 He will not ſuffer thy foot to be moved: 
he that keepeth thee will not ſlumber. Behold, he that keepeth 
Iſrac}, ſhall neither lumber nor fleep. - : 
(b) Heb. xii. 22. 23. 24. But ye are come unto mount Sion, 
and unto the city of the living God, the beavenly Jeruſalem, 
and to an innumerable company of angels, to the general af- 
ſembly and church of the firſt-born, which are written in-bea- 
ven, and to God the judge of all, and to the ſpirits of juſt 
men made perfect, and to Jeſus the mediator of the new co- 
venant, and to the blood of ſprinkling, that fpeaketh better 
things than that of Abel. z Theſſ. iv. x7. Then we which are 
alive and remain, ſhall be caught up together with them in 
the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and ſo ſhall we ever 
de with the Lord, Fo | 
(.) Song i. 7. Tell me, O thou whom my ſoul loveth, where 
thou feedeſt, where thou makeſt thy flock to reſt at noon: 
for why ſhould I be az one that turneth aſide by the flocks of 
thy companions ? = | 

þ Song vii. 11. z2- Come, my beloved, let us go forth into 
the field: let us lodge in the villages. Let us get up early te 
the vineyards, let us ſee if the vine flouriſh, whether the ten- 
der grape appear, and the pomegranates bud forth : there will I 
give thee my loves. 

(1) Pal. Xx. C Now know I, that the Lord ſaveth his «+ 
nointed : he will hear him from his holy heaven, with the 
ſaving ſtrength of his right hand. GS: 
n Sam. i, r3- 14. 15. Now Hannah, ſhe ſpake in her heart, 
only her lips moved, but her voĩee was net heard: therefore Eli 
thought ſhe had been drunken. And Eli ſaid unto her; How 
long wilt thou be drunken? put away thy wine from thee. 
And Hannah anſwered and ſajd, No, my lord, I am a woman 
of a ſorrowful ſpirit: I have drunk neither wine nor ſtrong 
drink, but baye poured out 82 before the Lord. 


16p 


170 GosrEL SonneEmTs. $ 


I'm heard when anſwer'd ſoon or late (p), 
And heard when I no anſwer get () 
Yea, kindly anſwer'd when refus'd (7), 
And friendly treat when harſhly us'd (/). 


My fervent pray'rs neꝰer did prevail (5), 
Nor e er of prevalency fail (). 


(n) 1 Theff. v. 17. Pray without ceafing. 
e Hof. vi. 4 O Ephraim, what ſhall I 4o unto thee? © 
Judah, what fhall 1 do unto thee ? fur. your (gondneſs is 2s 4 
morying-cloud, and as the early dew it aways 

(p) 1. xliz. 8. Thus fcith the Lord, In an acceptable time 
5 I heard thee, and in a day of ſalvation have I belped 

(9g) Matth. xi. 39- And Jeſus went a little further, and fell 
on his fece, and preyed, ſaying, O my Father, if it be po 
fible, let this cup paſs, from me: -nevertheleſs, not as 1 will, 
but as thou wilt. £ | 

(r) Pfal xxii. 1. 2. 3. My God, my God, why baſt thou fore 
ſaken me? why art thou ſo far from helping me, and from 
the words of wy 23 O my God, I cry in the day - time, 
but thou heareſt not: and in the night ſeaſon, aud am not ſi- 
4 But thou art koly, O thou that inhabiteſt the praiſes of 

rel. | 

(/) Heb. xii. 5. 6. 7. 8. 9. 10. And ye have forgotten the 
exhortation which ſpeaketh unto you as unto children, My 
ſon, deſpiſe not thou the chaſtening of the Lord, nor faint 
when thov art rebuked of him. For whom the Lord loveth, 
ke chaſieneth, and ſcourgeth every ſon whom he receiveth. If 
ye endvre chaſtening, God dealeth with you as with ſons : for 
what Top is he whom the father chaſteneth not? But if ye be 
without chaſiiſement, whereof all are partakers, then are ye 
baſtards, and not ſons. Furthermore, we have had fathers of 
our fleſh, which correfled us, and we gave them reverence : 
ſhall we net wuch rather be in ſubjcAion unto the Father of 
ſpirits, and live? For they verily for a few days chaſtened us 
sfter their cwn pleaſure ; but he for our profit, that we might 
de partakers of his holineſs, | f 

(s) Dan. ix. 18. 19. O my God, incline thine car, and hear ; 
-open thine eyes, and bchold oyr deſolations, and the cit 
which is called by thy name: for we do not'preſent our ſuppli- 
cations before thee for our *ghteovſneſſes, but for thy great 
wercies. O Lord, hear, O Lord, forgive, O Lord, hearkew and 
do, defer not, for thine own ſake, O my God: for thy city, 
and thy people are called by thy name. | 

(t) Jew. v. 16. The effectual ferycat prayer of a righteous 
man availeth much. | 
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I wreſtle till my ſtrength be ſpent (u), 
Yet yield when ſtrong recruits are ſen: (v). 
I languiſh for my Huſband's charms (w), 
Yet faint away when in his arms (x). 
My ſweeteſt health does ſickneſs prove ; 

| When love me heals, Im- ſick of love (5). 


L am moſt merry when m ſad (z) ; 
Moſt full of ſorrow when I'm glad (a): 
Molt precious when I am moſt vile (6), 
And moſt at home-when in exile (c). 


* 


(% Gen. xxxii. 24. 25. And Jacob was left alone: and there 
wreſiled a man with him, until the breaking of the day. And 
when he ſaw that he prevailed not againſt kim, he touched the 
hoflow of his thigh : and the hollow of Jacob's thigh was out 
of joint, as he wreſtled with him. 4 
1 Pſal. cxxxviii. 3. In the day when I cried, thou anſwer- 

me; and ſtrengthenedſt me with ſtrength in my ſoul. Gen. 

Xviii. 33. 33- And he ſaid, Oh let not the Lord be angry, and 

- I will ſpeak yet but this once : Peradventure ten ſhall be found 

there. And he ſaid, I will not deſtroy it for ten's ſake. And 

the Lord went his way, as foon as had left communing 
with Abraham: and Abraham returned unto his place. 

(w) Pſal. Ixiii. 2. My fleſh longeth to ſee thy power and thy 
glory, ſo as I have ſeen thee in the ſantuary. And xxvii. 4 
One thing have I defired of the Lord, that will I ſeek after, 
that I may dwell in the houſe. of the Lord all the days of my 
life, Lo behold the beauty of the Lord, and to inquire in his 
temple. | | 

(x) Rev. i. 17. And when I ſaw him, I fell at his feet as. 
dead: and he laid his right hand upon me, ſaying unto me, 
Fear not; I am the firſt and the la 

(3) Song ii. 4. 5- He brought me to the banqueting-houſe, 
and his banner over me was love. Stay me with flagons, com- 
fort me with apples: for I am ſick of love. 

(z) 2 Cor. vii. 10. For godly forrow worketh repentance to 
ſalvation not to be repented of. Eccl vii 3. Sorrow is better 
than laughter : for by the ſadneſs of the countenance the 
heart is made better. | 

(a) Prov. xiv. 13. Even in laughter the heart is ſorrowful ; 
and the end of that mirth is heavineſs. 

(5) Job xl. 4. Behold, I am vile, what ſhall I anſwer thee? 
I will lay mine-hand upon my mouth. Chap. xlii. 5. 6. I have 
heard of thee by the hearing of the ear: but now mine eye 
ſecth. chee, Wherefore L my myſelf, and repent in duſt 
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172 Gosen. Sour. 


My baſe and honourable birth 

Excites my mour ning and my mirth (d). 
I'm poor, yet ſtock'd with untold rent (e); 
Moſt weak, and yet omnipotent (F). 


and aſhes. Jer. xxxi. 18. 19. 20. I have ſurely heard Ephraim 
bemoaning himſelf thus, Thou haſt chaſtiſed me, and I was 
ehaſtiſed, as a bullock unaccuſtomed to the yoke : turn thou 
me, and I (hall be turned; for thou art the Lord my God. 


Surely after that I was turned, I repegted: dd after thai I was 


inſtructed, I ſnote upon my thigh: I was sſhamed, yea even 
confounded, becauſe I did bear the, reproach of my youth. Is 
Ephraim my dear ſon? is he a pleaſant child? for ſince I ſpake 


_ againſt him, I do carveſtly remember him ſtill: therefore my 


bowels are troubled for him; I will ſorely have merey upon 
him, faith the Lord. 5 A 

(c) Ezck. i. 1. Now it came to paſs in the thirtieth year, in 
the fourth month, in the fifth day of the month, (as 1 was a+ 
mong the captives by the river of Chebar), that the heavens 
were opened, and I ſaw viſions of God. Rev. i. 9. 10. [ John, 
who alſo am your brother, and companion in tribulation, and 
in the kingdom and patiehce of Jeſus Chriſt, was in the iſle that 
is called Patmos, for the word of God, and for the teſtimony 


of Jeſus Chriſt. I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day, and 


heard behind me à great voice, as of a trumpet, Ce. John 
xvi. 32. Behold, the hour cometh, yea, is now come, that ye 
ſhall be ſcattered, every man to his own, and ſhall leave me 
alone: and yet I am not alone, becauſe the Father is with 
me. 


- (4) Exck. xvi. 3- 4 Thos faith the Lord God unto Jeru: 
ſalem, Thy birth, and thy nativity is of the land of Canaan, 
thy father was au Amorite, and thy mother an Hittite. And 


. as for thy nativity in the day thou waſt born, thy navel was 


not cut, neither waſt thou waſhed in water to ſupple thee: 
thou walt not ſalted at all, nor ſwaddled at all. 22 i. 13. 
Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the fleſh, 


nor of the will of man, but of God. Pſal. li. 5. Behold, I was 


ſhapen in iniquity : and in fin did my mother conceive me. 
1 Pet. i. 3. Bleſſed be the God and Father of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, which according to his abundant mercy, hath begotten 
us again unto a lively hope, by the reſurrettion of Jeſus Chriſt 
from the dead. 5x) 

e) Rev. iii. 17. 18. Becauſe thou ſyſt, I am rich, and in- 
creaſed with goods, and have need of nothing; and knoweſt 


not that thou art wretched, and miſerable, and poor, and blind, 


and naked. I counſel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fare, 
that thou mayſt be-rich; and white raiment, that thou myſt 


© be clothed, and that the ſhame of thy nakedneſs do not appear 3 
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Nor yet ſo low and mean as 1 (%: 
None or ſo fooliſh (i), or ſo wiſe (1); 

So often fall, ſo often riſe (i): 

I ſeeing him I never ſaw: (m); | 

Serve without fear, and yet with awe (u). 

Though love, when perfect, fear remove (v) 3: 

Yet moſt L fear when moſt IL love p). 


Oh earth there's none ſo great and high. 2), 


1 


and” anoint thine eyes with eye · ſalve, that thou mayſt ſee. 


Eph. iii. 8. Unto me who am leſs than the leaſt of all ſaints, 


is this grace given, that | ſhould prezch amoi g the Gentiles the 


unſeatehable riches of Chriſt. 44 
(f) John xv. 5. Without me ye can do nothing. Phil. iv. 
13. I can do all things through Chriſt which itzengthenetly 


(2) Pſal..xvi. 3. But to the faints-that are in the earth, and 
to the excellent in whom is all my delight. If. zliii.:4- Since 
thou waſt precious in my. fight, thou Faſt been honourable, and 
1 have loved. thee: therefore. will I give men for thee, and: 
people for thy life. N 3 

"(») Eph. iii. 8. Sce letter (e). Tim. i. 15. This. is a faith 
ful ſaying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Chriſt Jeſus> 
came into the world to ſave fianers; of whom k am chief. 

(7) Pal. Ixxiii. 22. So fooliſh was I; and ignorant: I wass. 
a beaſt before thee. Prov. xxz- 2. 3. Surely Lam more brutiſh. 
than any man, and have not the underſtanding of a- man» I. 
neither learned wiſdom,” nor have the knowledge of the holy- 

(#) 2 Cor. i. 30. But of him are ye in Chriſt Jeſus, who of 
God is made unto us wiſdom, &c. Matth. xi. 25. 26, At that 
time Jeſus anſwered and ſaid, I thank thee, O-Father,, Lord of © 
heaven and earth, becaufe thou haſt hid theſe things from the 
wiſe and prudent, and haſt revealed them unto babes. Even ſo, 
Father, for ſo it ſeemed good in thy fight. Chap. xiii..zr. Jeſus: 
anfwered and ſaid my them, Becauſe it is given unto- you to+ 
know the myſte ries of the kingdom of heaven, but.to-them.-it: 
is not given. | n ü | her 4 

() Prov. xxiv. 16. A juſt man falleth feven times; and ziſeth 
up again. a | +1 

0 Pet. i. 8. Whom having not ſeen, ye love; in whom: 
though now ye ſee him nos, yet believing, ye rejoice-with joy 
vaſpeakable, and full gf glory. Heb. zi . Now-faith is' the- 
ſubſtance of things hoped for, the evidence of things-nor ſeen. 

(n) Luke i. 74- That he would grant unto us, that we being: 
deliveced out of the bands of * enemies, might. ſer ve. hi 
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174 Gos HEIL SRE. 


All things are lawful unto me 9g), f 
Yet many things unlawful be (r};, | 
To ſome I perfect hatred bear {/), 

Yet keep the law of love entire (2): 


I'm bound to love my friends (r), but yet 
I fin unleſs I do them hate (u): 
I am oblig'd to hate my fees (v), 
Yet bound to love and pray for thoſe (v). 


withovt fear. Heb. A. 28. Wherefore we receiving a king- 
dom which cannot be moved, let us have grace, whereby we 
may ſerve God neceptably, with reverence and godly fear. 
(0) xn John iv. 18. There is no feat in love; but perfect love 
eaſteth out fear: becauſe fear bath torment; be that feareth, is 
Not made perfect in love. 
(p) Jer. xxxiii. 9 And it ſhall be to me a name of joy, a 
praiſe and an honour before all the nations of the earth, which 

U hear all the 1 that I do unto them: and they ſhall fear 

and tremble for all the goodneſs, and for all the proſperity 
that I procure unto it. Haſ. iii. 5. Afterwards ſhall the children 
of Ifracl return, and ſeek the Lord their God, and David 
their king, and ſhall fear the Lord, and his goodneſs in the 
latter days | 71 

- (9) x Cor. vi. 12. All things are lawful unto me, but all 
things are not expedient: all things are lawful for me, but I 
will not be brought under the power of any. 
( Exod: Xx. . 2. 3. Cc. And God ſpake all theſe words, 
faying 1 am the Lord thy God, which have brought thee out 
of the land of Egypt, out of the houſe of bondage. Thou 
ſhalt have no other gods before me, &c. 2, 
+ (f) Pal. exxzix. 21. 22. Do not I hate them, O Lord, that 
Hate thee? and am not I grieyed with thoſe that riſe up againſt 
thee ? I hate them with perfect hatred: I count them mine 

(s) 2 Chron. zix 2. And Jehu the ſon of Hanani the ſeer, 
went out to meet him, and ſaid to king Jehoſhaphut, Shouldſt 
thou help the ungodly, and love them that bate the Lord? 
therefore is wrath upon thee from before the Lord. | 

() Lev. xix. 18. Thou ſhalt not ayenge, nor bear any grudge 
sgainſt the children of thy people, but thou ſhalt love thy 
neighbour as thyſeif: I am the Lord. 

(a) Luke xiv. 26. If any man come to me, and hate not his 
father, and mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and 
filters, yea, and his own life alſo, he cannot be my diſciple, 

(v) 8s they are the foes of Go?, Judg. v. 31. So let all thine 
enemies peril, O Lord: but let chem that love him, be as the 


ParT HI. 7. Believer's Riddle. 


A 


Heart - love to man I'm callꝰd t' impart, 
Yer God till calls for all my heart (x). 
1 do him and his ſervice both 


By nature love (5), by nature lothe (z). 


8 E C T. Vs 


Myſteries about fleſb and ſpirit, liberty and bondage, 


Ae and death. | 


uch like my heart both falſe and true (a), 
TI have a name both old and new (5). 


ſan when be goeth forth in his might. Pal. xvii. 13. 14 Ariſe, 
O Lord, diſappoint him, caſt him down: deliver my ſoul from 
the wicked, which is thy ſword: from men which are thy hand, 
O Lord, from men of the world, which have their portion in 
this life, ard whoſe belly thou filleſt with thy hid treaſure : 
they are full of children, and leave the reſt of their ſubſtance to 
their babes. ; 


() Matth. v. 44. But 1 ſay unto you, Love your enemies, 
dleſs them that curſe you, do good to them that hate you, and 


pray for them which deſpitefully uſe you, and perſecute you. 

(x). Matth. xiz. 19. Jeſus faid unto him, Thoa ſhalt love 
thy neighbour as thyſelf. Chap. xxii. 37. Thou ſhalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thy beart, and with all thy ſoul, and 
with all thy mind. a | 

r John v. 2. By this we know that we love the children 
of God, when we love God and keep his commandments. 

(2) Rom. viii. 7- The carnal mind is enmity againſt God; for 
it is not ſubje to the law of God, neither indeed can be. Col. 
i. 21. And you that were ſometime alienated, and enemies in 
your mind by wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled. 

(a) Jer- xvii. 9. The heart is deceirful above all things, ard 
deſperately wicked, who can know it? Heb. x. 223. Let us draw 
near with a true heart, in full aſſurance of faith, having our 
hearts ſprinkled from an evil conſcience, and our bodies waſh- 
ed with pure water. | 

(b) Rom. ix. 25. 26. As he faith alſo in Ofce, I will call them 
my people, which were not my people: and her, beloved, 
which was not beloved. And it ſhall come to paſs, that in the 
place where it was ſaid unto them, Ye are not my people; 
there ſhall they be called, The children of the living God. 
Rev. ii. 17. He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit 
ſaich unto the churches, To him that overcometh will I give 


176 Govrnr Sonnzrs: 


No new thing is beneath the ſun (c); 
Yet all is new, and old things gone (d). 


Though in my fleſh dwells no thing (e)⸗ 
Yet Chriſt in me 1 joyful fing (//. ' 

Sin I confeſs, and I deny: 

For though I fin, it is not I (g). 


I fin againſt, and with my will (5); 
m innocent, yet guilty till (i). 


to- eat of the hidden manns, and will give him « white 
ſtone, and in the ſtone a new name written, which no 
man knoweth, ſaving he that receiveth it. Chap. iii. 12. Him 
that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, 
and he ſhall go no more out; ard 1 will write upon him the 
name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, which 
is new Jeruſalem, which cometh down out of heaven from my 
God, and I will write upon him my new name, | 
(c) Eccl. i. 9. The thing that hath been, it is that which ſhall 
be; ard that which is done, is that which ſhall be done: and 
there is no new thing under the ſan. Re 
_ (4) 2 Cor. v. 17. If any man be in Chriſt, he is a new crea-- 
ture: old things are paſt away, behold, all things are become 
new. Rev. xxl. 5. And he that ſat upon the throne, ſaid, He: 
held, I make all thipgs new. | . 
e Rom. vii. 18. For I know, that in me (that is, in my fleſh} 
dwelleth no good thing: for to will is preſent with me, but 


bow to perform that which is geod, I ſind not. 


(J) Col. i. 27. To whom God would make known what is the 
riches of the glory of this myſtery among the Gentiles, whicty 


is Chriſt in you the hope of glor 


( 2) Rom. vii. 14.—320- For we 3 that the law is ſpiritual : 
tut I am carnal, ſold under fin. For that which I do, I allow 
rot: for what I would, that do I not; but what I hate, that 
do I. If then I do that which 1 would not, I conſert unto 
the law that it is good. Now then, it is no more I that do 
it, bit fin that dwelicth in me For I know, that in me, (that 
is, ip my fleſh) dwelleth no good thing: for to will is preſent 
with ne, but how to perform that which is good, I find nov 
For the good that I would, I do not: but the evil which I 
would 10:, that I do. Now if I do that I would.not, it is ne 
more 1 that do it, but ſin that dwelleth in me. » John iii. 9. 
Whoſoever is born of God, doth not commit fin ;. for his feed 
remaineth in him: and he cannot fin, becauſe he is born of 
God. , : | 5 

(5 Rom. vl. 21.—25. I find then a law, that when I would 


A 


rer Ill. 21, Believers Riddle, 157 


Though fain Pd be the greateſt faint (4), 
To be the leaſt I'd be content (/). | 


My lowneſs may my height evince (m), 
- Pm both a beggar and a prince (n). 
With meaneſt ſubjects I appear (e), 
With kings a royal ſceptre bear (p). 


do good, evil is preſent with me. For I delight in the law of 
God, after the inward man. But I ſee another law in my 
* members, warring againſt the law of my mind, and bringing 
5 me into captivity to the law of fin, which is in my members. 
O wretched man that I am, who ſhall deliver me from the bo- 
| dy of this death ! I thank God, through Jeſus Chriſt out Lord. 
| 80 then, with the mind 1 myſelf ſerve the law of God, but 
with the fleſh the law of fin. . 25 
(5) Pak xix. 13. Keep back thy-fervant alfo from preſum- 
tuous fins, let them not have daminion over me: then ſhall 1 
be upright, and I ſhall be innocent from the great tranſgre ſſi on. 
And cxxx. 3. If thou, Lord, ſhouldſt mark iniquities: O Lord, 
whe ſhall ſtand ? — A 8 
- @@ Pfal. xxvii. 4. One thing have I defired of the Lord, that 
will ſeek after, that I may dwell in the houſe of the Lord all 
the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, and ta 
' Inquire in his temple. 8 NON Ces 
(/) Pſal. Izzxiv. 10 For a day in thy courts is better than 
a thouſand: 1 had rather be a door-keeper in the houſe of my 
God, than to dwell in the tents of wickednefs. | 
n] Job v. 11. To ſet up on high thoſe that be low; that 
' thoſe which mourn may be exalted to ſafety.  _. ' | 
(% 1 Sam. ii. 8. The Lord raiſeth up the poor out of the 
. duſt, and lifteth up the beggar from the dung-bill, to ſet them 
among princes, and to make them inherit the throne of glory; 
for the pillars of the earth are the Lord's, and he hath ſet the 
world upon them. Gen. xxxii. 28. And the _ ſaid, Thy 
name ſhail be called no more Jacob, but Iſrael: for as a prince 
haſt thou power with God and with men, and 'haſt prevailed, 
Rev. i. 5- . Unto him that loved us, and waſhed us from our 
fins in bis own blood, and hath made us kings and prieſts unto 
God ard his Father ; to him be glory and dominion for ever 
and ever. Amen. . 10 | 5 ö 
e) Phil. ii. 10. That at the name of Jeſus every kuee ſhould 
bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth,- and things un- 
der the earth. Heb. i. 6. And again, when he bringeth in the 
firſt begotten into the world, he faith, And let all the angels 
of God worſhip him. | 
O Revs ü. 26. 27+ And be that overcometh, and keepeth - 


— 


— — _— — 


— — Sh == z*XT Ee” 


_ 
y—ẽ— 


— AGES = a 


- - — — 
> | 1 oa = 
* I = a 
— 
— — — — - - 
—— 


— — 


= — - — - 


9 — — 2 


GosP EL SONNETS. 


I'm both unfetter'd and involv'd (): 
By law condemn'd, by law abfolr'd (7). 
My guilt condignly-puniſh'd ſee, 

Jet! the guilty wretch go free (5). 
My gain did by my loſs begin (); 
My righteouſneſs commenc'd: by fin (u) s; 
My perfect peace by bloody ſtrife (v): 
Life is my death, and death in; life (w). 


178 


any works unto the end, to him will I give power over the- 
nations: (and he ſhall rule them with a rod of iron: as the 
veſſels of a potter ſhall they be broken to ſhivers) even as 1 
received of my Father. hs Ya 
_ (9) Pal. cxvi. 16. Oh Lord, truly I am thy ſervant, I am 
thy ſervant, and the fon of thy handmaid : thou haſt looſed 
my bonds. Rom. vii. 23. Bat 1 ſee another law in my mem 
bers, warring againſt the law of my mind, and bringing mo 
into captivity to the law of fin, which is in my members. 
John iii. 20: For if our heart condemn us, God is 
go than our heart,. and'knoweth all things. Rom. vii. 2 
re is therefore now no condemnation to chem which are in 
Chriſt Jeſus, who walk not after the fleſh, but after the Spirit. 
„. 33- 34. Who Mall lay any thing to the charge of God's e- 
ſe? it is God that juſliver : who is he that condemneth? It 
is Chriſt that died, yea rather, that is riſen again, who is even. 
at the right hand of God, who alſo maketh interceſſion for 
_ 6) Gal. iii. 13. Chriſt hath redeemed us from the curſe of 
the law, being made a curſe for us: for it is written, Curſed 
is every one that hangeth on a tree. | 
* (0) Rem. iii 23. 24 For all have ſinned, and come ſhort of 
the glory of God; being juſtified freely by his grace, through 
the redemption that is in Jeſus Chriſt. | | 
Rom. iii. 5. But if our vorighteovſne(s commend the rigb- 
teouſneſs of God, what ſhall we ſay? Chap- v. 20. 21. But 
where ſin abounded, grace did much more abound : that as Gn 
hath reigned unto death, even ſo might grace reign through 
_ righteouſneſs, unto eternal life, by Jeſus Chriſt-our Lord. 
_ (v) Col. i. 20. And (having made peace through the blood 
of his croſs) by him to reconcile all things unto himſelf, by 
= I Gy, whether they be things in eartb, er things in 
eaven. * | 
_ (w) The life of fin is our death, 1 Tim. v. 6- But ſhe that 
liveth in pleaſure is dead while the liveth. The death of Chrift 
eur life, 2 Cor. v. 14. 15. For the love of Chriſt conſtraineth 
us, becauſe we thus judge, that if one died for all, then were 
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The Belicver's Riddle, = 
"I'm (in this preſent life I know) 
A captive and a freeman too (x); a 

h my death can't ſet me free, 


And thou 
It will perfect my liberty y). 


I am not worth one d grain, | 
Yet more than worlds of golden gain; 
Though worthleſs I myſelf endite, 
Yet ſhall as worthy walk in white (3). 


SECT. VL 


The myſtery of free juſtification through Cunrer'y 
obedience and ſatisfation. 


Jo creature ever could or will 
For ſin yield ſatisfaction full (a); 


all dead: and that he died for all, that they which live, ſhoy! 
not hencefgerth live unto tbemſelves, but unto him which di 
For them, and roſe again. , 3 

(x) Rom. vii 23+ See letter (. Chap. viii. 2. For the law 
of the Spirit of life, in Chriſt Jeſus, bath made me free from 
the law of Gn and death. | | 


(3) John viii. 36. If the Scn therefore ſhall make you free, 


e ſhall be free irdetd. Rev. xiv. 13. And 1 heard a voice 
rom heaven, ſaying unto me, Write, Bleſſed are the dead 
which die in the Lord, from henceforth : Yes, faith the Spirit, 
that they may reſt from their labours; and- their works do 
follow them. 2 Cor. v. 4. For we that are in this tabernacle 
do groan, being burdened: not for that we would be unciothed, 
-- clothed upon, that mortality might be ſwallowed up of 
lire. 
.(z) Gen. xxxii. 10. I am not worthy of the leaſt of all the 
mercics, and of all the truth, which thou baſt ſhewed unto 
thy ſervant; for with my ſtaff I paſſed over this Jordan, and 
now I am become two bands. Rev. iii. 4 Thou haſt a few names 
even in Sardis, which have not defiled their gerwents ; aud 
they ſhall walk with me in white: for they are worthy, | 
(a) Pfal. xlix. 8. For the redemption of their ſoul is precious, 
and it ccaſeth for ever. If. xl. 6. And Lebanon is not ſuſi- 


2 to brin, nor the, beaſts thereof ſufficient for a Turnt of- 
ing, a I; 
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Yet juſtice from the creature's hand 
Both ſought and got its full demand (5). 


4 * 


Hence though I am, as well I know,, 

A debtor (c), yet I nothing owe (d). 
My creditor has nought to ſay (e, ö 
Yet never had I aught to pay (7). l 


He freely pardon'd ev'ry mite (g), 

Yet would no fingle farthing quit (5). 

Hence ev'ry bliſs that falls to me 
Is dearly bought, yet wholly free (i). 


(5) Pfal. xl. 6. Sacrifice and offering thou didſt not defire, 
mine ears haſt thou opened: burnt-offering and fin-offering haft 
thou not required. Heb. x. 5. 6. 7. Wherefore, when he 
cometh- into the world, he faith, Sacrifice and offering thou 
wovldſt not, but a body haſt thou prepared me: in burnt-of- 
ferings and ſacrifices for fin thou haſt had no pleaſure : then 
ſaid I, Lo, I come (in the volame of the book it is written of 
- ave) to do thy will, O Gad. Eph. v. 3. Chriſt bath loved us, and 
bath given himſelf for us, an offering and a ſacrifice to God 
for a ſweet-ſmelling ſavour. n 
. © (c) Matth. vi, 12. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
os debtors. : a | 

(d) Rom. iii. 24. 25- Being juſtified freely by his grace, 
through the redemption that is in Jeſus Chriſt : whom God 
hath ſet forth to be a propitiation, through faith in his blood, 
to declare his righteouſneſs for the remiſſion of ſins that are 
- paſt, through the forbearance of God. Heb. x. 14. For b 

one offering he hath perfefed for ever them that are ſanctif 

(e) Rom. viil. 33. 34. Who ſhall lay any thing to the charge 
of God's elect? It is God that juſtifieth : who is he that con- 
demneth? It is Chriſt that died, yea rather, that is riſen a> 

ain, who is even at the right hand of God, who alſo ma- 
Feth interceſſion for us. 

f) Rom. v. 6. For when we were yet without ſtrength, in 
due time Chriſt died for the ungodly. v. 8. But God com- 
mendeth his love towards us, in that while we were yet fin- 
ners, Chriſt died for vs. | 5 

Ads xiii. 38. 39. Be it known unto you therefore, men 
and brethren, that through this man is preached unto yon the 
forgiveneſs of ſins : and by him all that believe are juſtified 
from all things, from which ye could not be juſtified by the law 
of Moſes, P EET CN ts | 

(5) Rom. iii. 24. 25. See letter (dy. Chap. viii. 32. He ſpared 
not his own Son, but delivered him up for ns all. L 
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Part III. The Believer's Riddle. 


All pardon that I need I have, 

Yet daily pardon need to crave (A9. 
The law's arreſt keeps me in awe (/), 
But yet gainſt me there is no law (m). 


Though truth my juſt damnation crave Cu), 


Yet truth's engag'd my ſoul to ſave (o). 
My whole ſalvation comes by this, 


Fair truth and mercy's mutual kiſs (p). 


Law breakers ne'er its curſe have miſs'd ; 
But I ne'er kept it, yet am bleſs'd (3). 


n Pet. i. 18. 19. Fo; as much as ye know that ye were 
not redeemed with cor ruptibie things, as filver and gold, from 
your vain converſation received by tradition from your fa- 
" thers; but with the precious biood of Chriſt, as of a Lamb 

without blemiſh and without ſpot. Eph. i. „. In whom we 
have redemption through his blood, the forgiveneſs of ſins, 
according to the riches of his grace. 2 Tim. i. 9. Who hath - 
ſaved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to 
our works, but according to his own purpoſe and grace which 
was given us in Chriſt Jsſus before the world began. ; 


(A) Pal. ciii. 3. Who hy ht all thine iniquities: who 
healeth all thy diſeaſes. And xxv. 1z. For thy name's ſake, O 
Lord, pardon mine iniquity : for it is great. Luke xi. 4. And 
forgive us our ſins; for we alſo forgive every one that is in- 
debted to us. Dan. ix. 19. O Lord, hear, O Lord, forgive, 

O Lord, hearken and do, defer not for thine own ſake,- G my 
God: for thy city, and thy people are called by thy name. 

I) Pſal. cxix. 120. My fleſh trembleth for fear of thee, and 
I am afraid of thy jadgements. Rom. vii. 9. I was alive with- 
out the law once: but when the commandment came, fin re- 
vived, and I died. v. 13. Was then that which is good, made 
death unto me? God forbid. But fin, that it might appear ſin, 
working death in me by that which is good; that fin by the 
commandment might become exceeding ſinful. 

() Gal. v. 23. The fruit of the Spirit is—meckneſs, tem- 
perance; againſt ſuch there is no law. 1 Tim. i. 9 Knowin 


this, that the law is not made for a righteous man, but f 
hwleſs, and diſobedient, &c. l . * 


( Ezek. xviii. 4. The ſoul that ſinneth, it ſhall die. 


(e). x Tim. i. x5. This is a faithful ſaying, and worthy of all 
acceptation, that Chriſt Jeſus came into the world to ſave ſin- 
ners: of whom I am chief. 


: 
— 
— —— 
— 2 


(p) Pſal. lxxxv. 10. Mercy and truth are met together: 
righteouſneſe and peace have kiſſed each other. 


* 
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| 1 I can't be juftify'd by it (r), 

And yet it can't but me acquit (/). 


I'm not oblig'd to keep it more (5), 
Yet more oblig'd than e'er before (t). 


| | 
| (9) Gal. iii. xo. As many as are of the works of the law are 
| under the curſe: for it is written, Curſed is every one that 
continueth not in all things which are written in the book of 
1 the law to do them. v. 13. 14. Chriſt bath redeemed us from 
1 the curſe of the law, being made a curſe for us: for it is writ. 
1 ten, Curſed is every one that hangeth on a tree : that the bleſſ- 
1 ing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles through Jeſus 
| Chriſt ; that we might receive the promiſe of the Spirit through 
faith. b 
| (7) Rom. iii. 20. Therefore by the deeds of the law, there 
ſhall no fleſh be juſtified in his ſight : for by the law is the 
knowledge of ſin. Gal. ij. 16. Knowing that a man is not 
| N by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jeſus 
hriſt, even we have believed in Jeſus Chriſt: that we might 
be juſlified by the faith of Chriſt, and not by the works of 
| the bo : for by-the works of the law ſhall no be juſtified, 
I Chap. iii. rx. But that no man is juſtified by the law in the fight 
of Go, it is evident: for, The juſt ſhall live by faith. 

Y) Rom. viii. x. There is therefore now no condemnation 
to them which are in Chriſt Jeſus. v. 3. 4. For what the law 
could not do, in that it was weak through the fleſh, God ſeng - 
ing his own Son, in the likeneſs of ſinful fleſh, and for fin con- 
demned fin inthe fleſh : that the righteouſneſs of the law might be 
fulfilled in us, who walk not after the fleſh, but after the Spirit. 
2 Cor. v. 21. For he hath made him to be fin for us, who 
knew no fin ; that we might be made the righteouſneſs of God 
in him. Rom. iii. 26. To declare, I fay, at this time his 
righteouſneſs: that he might be juſt, and the juſtifier of bim 
which believeth in Jeſus, - | 

(s) Rom. vi. 14. Sin ſhall not have dominion over yon: for 
e are not under the law, but under grace. Gal. v. 1. 2. 3. 4. 
tand faſt therefore in the liberty wherewith Chriſt hath made 
us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage. 
Behold, L Paul fay unto yon, that if ye be eircumciſed, Ohriſt 
mall profit you nothing. For I teſtify again to every man 
that is circumciſed. that he is a debtor to do the whole law. 
Chriſt is become of no effect unto you, whoſoever of you are 
juſtified by the law; ye are fallen from grace. | 

(t) Rom. vi. 1. 2. What ſhall we ſay then? ſhall we continue 
in ſin, that grace may abound ? God forbid : how ſhall we that 


PY 


22 


— 
— 


— 922 4 * * N — 
5 
* 
— — 2 _ — 
ͤ— — 


g. S rr 3288 


„hre „ne 0 


„ AMES OI A Ai. died 


Parr III. The Believer's Riddle; 183 


By perfect doing life 1 find (u), 
Yer do and live no more me bind (v). 


Theſe terms no change can undergo, 
Yet (ſweetly chang'd they are (w): for lo, 
My doing caus'd my life (x), but now 
My life's the cauſe that makes me doe (y). 


Though works of righteouſneſs I ſtore (2), 
Yet righteouſneſs of works abhor (a); 


xe dead to fin, live any longer therein? v. 15. What then? 
ſhall we ſin, becauſe we are not under the law, but under 
grace? God forbid. 

( Rom. v. 17. 18. 19. They which receive abundance of 
grace, and of the gift of righteouſneſs, ſhall reign in life by 
one, jeſus Chriſt. By the rightcouſne(s of one, the free gift 
came upon all men unto juſtification of lif. By. the obedi- 
ence of one ſhall many be made righteous. 

( Rom. 4. f. 6. 5. 8. 9. For Moſes deſcribeth the righte- 
ouſneſs which is of the law, That the man which doth thoſe 
things, ſhall live by. them. But the righteouſneſs which is of 
faith ſpeaketh on this wiſe, Say not in thine heart, Who ſhall 


' aſtend+ into heaven? (that is, to bring Chriſt down from a- 


bove) ; or, who ſhall deſcend into the deep? (that is, to bring 
up Chriſt again from the dead): but what faith it? The word is 
nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in-thy heart : that is the 
word of faith which we — That if thou ſhalt confeſs with 
thy mouth the Lord Jeſus, and ſhalt believe in thine heart, 
that God hath raiſed him from the dead, thou ſhalt be ſaved. 

(w) Rom. iii. 33. Do we then make void the law through 
faith? God forbid: yea, we eſtabliſh the law. 

(x) Rom. 2. g. Sce letter (v). 


| (3) John xiv. 19 Becauſe I live, ye ſhall live alſo. Chap. xv. 


5.-1 am the vine, ye are the branches; he that abideth in me, 
and I in him, the ſame bringeth forth much fruit; for without 
me ye can do nothing. Rom. vii. 4 Wherefore, my brethren, 
ye alſo are become dead to the I:w by the body of Chriſt ; 
that ye ſhould be married to another, even to him who is rai- 
ſed from the dead, that we ſhould bring forth fruit unto God. 
Ezck. xixvi. a7. And I will put my Spirit within you, and 
cauſe you to walk in my ſtatutes, and ye (hall keep my judge- 
ments, and do them. | 

(z) Phil. i. 11. Being filled with the fruits of righteouſneſs, 
which are by Jeſus Chriſt unto the glory and praiſe of God. 

(a) Phil. ii. 9. And be found in him, nut having mine own 
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For righteouſneſs without a flaw 
Is righteouſneſs without the law (b). 


In duties way I'm bound to lie (c), 
Yet out of duties bound to fly (d): 
Hence merit I renounce with ſhame (e), 


Yet right to life by merit claim (J). 


Merit of perfect righteovſneſs 
I never had (g), yet never.miſs (); 


r'ghteouſneſs, which is of the law, but that which is thron 
the faith of Chriſt, the righteouſneſs which is of God by faith. 
1. Ixiv. 6. All our righteouſneſſes are as filthy rags. Rom. iv. 
6. Even as David alſo deſcribeth the bleſſedneſs of the man 
unto whom God imputeth righteouſneſs without works. 

(5) Rom. iii. 20. 21, 22. Therefore by the deeds of the law, 
there ſhall no fleſh be juſtified in his ſight : for by the law is 
the knowledge of fin. But now the righteouſneſs of God 
without the law is manifeſted, being witneſſed by the law and 
the prophets ; even the righteouſnefs of God which is by faith 
of Jeſus Chrift unto all, and upon all them that believe: for 
there is no difference. x | 

(c) Prov. viii. 34. Bleſſed is the man that heareth me, watch- 
ing daily at my gates, waiting at the poſts of my doors. 

(4) II. Ivii. 12. 1 will declare thy righteouſne(s, and thy 
works, for they ſhall not profit thee. Luke xvii. 10. When 
ve ſnall have done all thoſe things which are commanded you, 
fay, We arc unprofitable ſervants: we have done. that which 
was our duty to do. EEE 

(e) Pſal. xvi. 2. O my ſoul, thou haſt Gid unto the Lord, 
Thou art my Lord ; my goodneſs extendeth not to thee. 
Ezek. xxxvi. 32+ Not for your ſakes do I this, ſaith the Lord 
God, be it known unto you: be aſhamed and confounded for 
your own ways, O houſe of Iſrael. | 

(f) Rom. v. 18. 19. By the rigbteouſneſs of one, the free 
gift came upon all men unto juſtification of life. —By the obe. 
dience of one ſhall many be made righteous. IC. xlv. 24 25. 
Surely, ſhall one ſay, In the Lord have I righteouſneſs and 
ſtrength: even to him ſhall men come, and all that are incen- 
ſed againſt him ſhall be aſhamed. In the Lord ſhall all the ſeed 
of Iſrael be juſtified, and ſhall glory. 


(2) Rom. iii. 9. 10. What then? are we better than they? 


No, in no wife : for we have before proved beth Jews and 
Gentiles, that they are all under fin; as it is written, There 
is none righteous, no not one. v. 19. Now we know, that 
what things ſoever the law ſaith; it faith to them who are um 
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On this condition I have all (i), 
Yet all is unconditional (&). 


Though freeſt mercy I implore (1), 
Yet I am ſafe on juſtice* ſcore (m), 
Which never could the guilty free =), 
Yet fully clears moſt guilty me (o). 


der the law: that every month may be ſtopped, and all the 
world may become guilty before God. 
(5) 1 Car. i. 30. But of him are ye in Chriſt Jeſus, who of 
* God is made unto us—righteouſneſs. If. xly 24. See letter 
ls. (f ) Jer. xxiii. 6. In his days Judah ſhall be ſaved, and Iſrael 
all dwell ſafely : and this is his name whereby he ſhall be 
n called, THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS. 
(5) If. xlii. 27. The Lord is well pleaſed for his righteouſ- 
7 neſs fake, he will magnify the law, and make it honourable. 
s Matth. iii. 15. Thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteouſneſs. |, 
4 v. 17. And lo, a voice from heaven, ſaying, This is my belo- 
1 ved Son, in whom I am well pleaſed. 
a (Y If, lv. 2. Ho, every one that thirſteth, come ye to the 
2 waters, aud he that hath no money; come ye, buy and eat, 
yea, come, buy wine and milk without money, and without 
price. Rev. xxii. z7- Whoſoever will, let him take the water 
of life freely. | ww 

Y Pfal. Ii. x. Have mercy upon me, O God, according to 
thy loving kindneſs : according unto the multitade of thy ten- 
der mercics blot out my tranſgreſſions. 

(n) Rom. iii. 24. 25+ 26. Being juſtified freely by his grace, 
through the redemption that is in Jeſus Chriſt: whom God hath - 
ſet forth to be a propitiation,. through faith in his blood, to de- 
clare his righteouſneſs for the remiſſion of ſins that are paſt, 
through the forbearance of God; to deelare, 1 ſay, at this 
time his righteouſneſs :- that he might be juſt, and the juſtifier 
of him which believeth in Jeſus.— 1 John i 9. If we confeſs 
our fins, he is faithful, and juſt to forgive us eur ſiuis, and to - 

.eleanſe us from all unrighteouſneſs. g 

() Exod, *xxiv. 6. 7. And the Lord paſſed by before him, 
and proclaimed, The Lord, The Lord God, — that will by no 
means clear the guilty. 

(e) Rom. iv. 5. To him that worketh not, but believeth- on. 
_— juſtificth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righte- 

nels, | . 
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SECT. vn. 


The myſtery of Gop the Juflifier, Rom. iii. 26. ju- 


flified bath in his juſliſying and condemning ; or 
ſoul-juſtification and ſelf-condemnation. 


Y Jeſus needs not fave (a), yet muſt (5); 
M He is my hope (c), 1 am his truſt (d). 
e 


id the double debt, well known 
To be all mine, yet all his own (e). 


Hence, tho 


ugh I ne'er had more or lee 
Of juſtice · pleaſing righteouſneſs (), 


(a) Rom. ix. 5. Chriſt is over all, God bleſſed for ever. 

(6) Joba x. 16. And other ſheep I have, which are not of 
this fold: them alſo I muſt bring, and they ſhall hear my 
voice; and there ſhall be one fold, and one ſhepherd. u. 18. 
No man taketh it mx life] from me, but I lay it down of my- 
ſelf: I have power to lay it down, and 1 have power to take it 


"again. This commandment have I received of my Father. 
Luke ii. 49. And Jeſus ſaid unto them [Joſeph and his mo- 


ther}, How is it that ye ſought me? wiſt ye not that I muſt be 


about my Father's buſineſs? 


(e) Jer. xiv. 8. O the hope of Iſrael, the Saviour thereof in 
time of trouble, &c. „ xvii. 17. Be not a terror unto me, 
thou art my hope in the of evil. 1 Tim. i. 1. Paul an a- 
poſtle of Jeſus Chriſt, by the commandment of God our Savi- 
our, and Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which is our hope. 

(d) John xvil. 6. I have manifeſted thy name unto the men 
which thou gaveſt me out of the world : thine they were, and 
thou gaveſt them me. 2 Tim. i. 12. I know whom I have be. 


lieved, and I am perſuaded that he is able to keep that which 


] have committed unto him againſt that day. 

(e) If iii. 4. 5. 6. Surely he hath borne our 2 and car» 
ried our ſorrows: yet we did eſteem him ſtricken, ſmitten of 
God, and afflicted. But he was wounded for oor tranſgreſ- 
fions, he was bruiſed for our 1niquities: the chaſtiſement of 
our peace was upon him, and with his ſtripes we are healed, 
All we like ſheep have gone aſtray : we have turned every one 
to his own way, and the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity 
of us all. v 8. For the tranſgreſſion of my people was ke 
ſtricken. Heb. vii. 22. By ſo much was Jcſus made a ſurety 
of a better teſtament. | | 
Y Rom. iii. 9. 10. 19. See letter ig) forecited. 


Parr IM. The Believer's Riddle. 187 


Yet here is one wrought to my hand, 
As full as juſtice can demand (g). 
1 By this my Judge is more appeas d 
| Than c'er my fin his honour leas'd (5). 
Yea, juſtice can't be pleas'd ſo well 
By all the torments borne in hell (i). 


Full ſatisfaction here is ſuch, 
As hell can never yield fo much (4); 


(g) Dan. ix 24. Seventy weeks are determined wen thy 
people, and vpon thy holy an to finiſh the tranſgreſſion, 
and to make an end of ſins, and to make reconciliation for in- 
iquity, and to_bring in everlaſting righteouſneſs, C. Zech. 
xXlii. 7. Awake, O ſword, _—_ my ſhepherd, and againſt the 
man that is my fellow, ſaith the Lord of hoſts: ſmite the ſhe 
herd, and the ſheep ſhall be ſcattered: and 1 will turn mire 
hand npon the little ones. 

(hb) Rom. v. 8. 9 x0. 11. But God commendeth his love to- 
wards us, in that while we were yet finners, Chriſt died for us. 
0 Much more then being now juſlißed by his blood, we ſhall be 
t . ſaved from wrath through him. For if when we were ene- 
r. mies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son: much 
p more being reconciled, we ſhall be ſaved by his life. And not 
only fo, but we alſo joy in God, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 

by whom we have now reecived the atonement. Heb. iz. 14. 


„ + V = 


n How mach more ſball the blood of Chriſt, who, through the 
, eternal Spirit, offered bimſelf without ſpot to rge your 
- conſcience from dead works to ſerve the —_— | 

i- ( Heb. x. 5 6. Wherefore when he cometh into the world, 


he faith, Sacrifice and offering thou wouldſt not, but a body 
haſt thou prepared me: in burnt-offerings and ſacrifices for fin 
thou haſt had no pleaſure. v 14 By one offering he hath per- 
fected for ever them that are ſanctified. v. 29. Of how much 
ſorer puniſhment, ſuppoſe ye, ſhall he be thought worthy, who 
hath troden under foot the Son of God, and hath counted the 
blood of the covenant, whecrewith he was ſanctified, an unholy 
thing, and hath done deſpite unto the Spirit of grace? a 
(Rom. v. 11. See letter (h). Eph. v. 2. Chriſt bath given 
himſelf for us, an offering and a ſacrifice to God for a ſweet - 
ſmelling ſavour. 1 Pet. 1. 18. 19. Foraſmuch as ye know that 
ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as filver and 
gold, from your vain converſation received by tradition from 
your fathers; but with the precious blood of Chriſt, as of a 
| punt withovt blemiſh and without ſpot. Gal. iii. 2 3. Chriſt 


— redeemed us from the curſe of the law, being made a curſe 
or us. 
/ 


„ w# 


* 


Dre 


186 GosyEL SONNE ITSV. Ps 


8 E. C "I VII. 


The myſtery of Gor the Fuflifier, Rom. iii. 26. fu- 
flified both in his jullifyi:.g ar! condemning ; er 
ſcul. juſtificat ion and ſelf-condemnation. 


Y Jeſus needs not ſave (a), yet mult (6); 
He is my hope (c), 1 am his truſt (d). 
He paid the douvle debt, welt known 

To be all mine, yet all his own (e). 


Hence, though I ne'er had more or leſs 
Of juſtice-plealing righteouſneſs (7), 


(a) Rom. ix. 5. Chriſt is over all, God bleſſed for ever. 

(5) John x 16. And other ſheep I have, which are not of 
this fold: them alſo I muſt bring, and they ſhall hear my 
voice; and there ſhall! be one fold, and one ſhepherd. v. 18. 
No man taketh it | my, life] from me, but I lay it down of my - 
felf: I have power to lay it down, and | have power to take it 
again. This commandment have I received of my Father. 
Luke ii. 49. And Je ſus ſaid unto them [Joſeph and his mo- 
ther}, How is it that ye ſonght me? wiſt ye not that I muſt be 
about my Father's buſineſs? 

{c) Jer. xiv. 8. O the hope of Iſrael, the Saviour thereof in | 
time of trouble, Cc. Chap. xvii. 17. Be not a terror unto me, 
thou art my hope in the day of evil. 1 Tim. i. x. Paul an a- 
poſtie of Jeſus Chriſt, by the commandment of God our Savi- © 
our, and Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which is our he pe. 4 

(d) Jobn xvil. 6. I have manifeſted thy name unto the men 
which thou gaveſt me out of the world : thine they were, and © 
thou gaveſt them me. 2 Tim. 1. 12. 1 know whom I have ve. © 
lieved, and I] am perſuaded that he is able to keep that which 
J have committed unte him againſt that day. Z 

( If lin. 4. 5. 6. Surely he hath borne our griefs, and car». © 
ried our ſorrows: yet we did citeem him ſtricken, ſmitten of © 
God, and afflifted. But he was wounded for bor tranſpreſ- | 
ſions, he was bruiſed for our iniquities: the chaſtiſement of 
our peace was upon him, and with his ſtripes we are healed, 
All we like ſhezp have gone aſtray : we have turned every ore 
to his own way, and the Lord hath laid on him the inquity 
of us all. wv 8. For the tranſgreſi-n of my people was ke 
ſtricken. Heb vil. 22. By ſo much was J-ſus made a ſurety 
„a better teſtament. 


% Rem ſü. 9. 10. 19. See letter ig) Forecited. 
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Yet here is one wrought to my hand, 
As full as juſtice can demand (g). 


By this my Judge is more 2ppeas'd 
Than c'er my fin his honour leas'd J). 
Yea, juſtice can't be pleas'd ſo well 
By all the torments borne in hell (i). 


Full ſatisfaQtion here is ſuch, 
As hell can never yield fo much (4); 


(g) Dan. ix 24. 2 weeks are determined upon thy 
people, and vpon thy Holy city, to finiſh the t raaſgceſſion, 
and to make an end of ns, and to make reconciliation for in- 
1q4vuity, ard to bring in everlaſting rightebuſneſs, c. Zech. 
xui. 7. Awake. O ſword, againſt my ſhepherd, aud againſi the 
man that is my feilos, feitn rhe Lord «ft hoſts: ſmite the ihep- 
herd, and ehe ſheer ſhall be ſcattercd : aud 1 will turn mire 
hand upon the lid!c ones, 

() Rom. v. 8. 10 11. But Ged commendeth his love to- 
wards vs, in that while we were yct ſinners, Chriſt died for us. 
Much mor ther, being now jaſtif ed by bis blood, we ſha!l be 
ſaved front wrath though him. For if when we were ene- 
mics, we weie reconciled to God by the deatl: of !1is Son: much 
more being reconciled, we ſail be ſaved by his life. And not 


only ſo, but we alſo jor in God, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


by whom we have row reecved thc atonement. Heb. ix 14. 
How mach more ſnell the bloc d of Chriſt, who, through the 
eternzl Spirit, oiiered bimſeif without ſpot to G urge your 
conicence from dead ks to ſe vc the living God ? 
(„ Heb. „5 6. Wherefcre when he cometh into the world, 
he faith, Serifice ard viiering thou vouldſt not, but a bod 
haſt thou prepared me: in burnt-offcrings and ſacrifices for fia 
thou haſt had no pl-aſurc. v 14 By one offering he hath per- 
f-ed for ever ui that are Zuttified. v. 29. Of bow nich 
ſorer puriſt ment, fappoſe ye, ſhall he be thought worthy, who 
hath troden under foot the Son of God, and tiath counted the 
blond of the covenzut, vi.cw'th he was ſarnctificd, an unholy 
thing, and hach done deſpite unto the Spirit of grace? 
Rom v. 11. Se- /ticr (b). Eph. v. 2. Cluiii. oath given 
himſelf for us, ar. offering and a ſacrifice to God for a ſweet- 
ſmelling fayunr. 1 Pet. 1. 18. 19. Foraſmyc!. as ye know tliat 
ye were not redeem:d with corruptible things, as ſilver and 
gold, frum your vin converſation received by tradition from 
your fathers; but with the precious blood of Chriſt, as of a 
Lamb withovt blemiſh and without ſpot. Gal. iii. 13. Chrift 


hath redeemed us from the curſe of the law, being made a curſe 
fur us, 
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Though juſtice therefore might me damn, 
Yet by more juſtice ſav'd I am (1). 


Here ev'ry divine property 

Is to the higheſt ſet on high (m); 
Hence God his glory would injure, 
If my falvation were not ſure (n). 


My peace and ſafety lie in this, | 
My creditor my ſurety is (e) 

The judgement-day I dread the leſs, 
My Judge is made my righteouſneſs (p). 


(1) 1 Pet: iii. 18. Chriſt hath once ſuffered for ſins, the juſt 
for the unjuſt, (that he might bring us to God), being put to 
death in the fleſh, but quickencd by the Spirit. Rom. iii. 26. 
To declare, I fay, at this time his righteooſneſs : that he might 
be juſt, and the joſtifier of him which believeth in Jeſus. 
1 John ii. 2. And he is the propitiation for our fins; and rot 
for ours only, but alſo for the ſins of the whole world, Chap. 
iv. 10. Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he 
loved us, and ſent his Son to be the propitiation for our ſins. 

(nz) Rom. iii. 25- Whom Ged hath ſet forth to be a propi- 
tiation, through faith in his blood, to declare his righteouſ- 
neſs for the remiſſion of fins that are paſt, throngh the for- 
beatance of God. Pſal. Izxxv. 10. Mercy and truth are met 


together : j ighteoufreſs and peace have kiſſed each other. 


2 Cor. v. io. And all things are of God, who hath recon- 
ciled us t elf by Jeſus Chriſt, and hath given to us the 
miniſtry of reconciliation ; to wit, that God was in Chriſt, re- 
conciling the world unto himſelf, not imputing their treſpaſſes 
unto them; and hath committed unto us the word of reconcili- 


| ation. v. 2t. For he hath made him to be fin for us, who 
knew no ſin; that we might be made the righteouſneſs of God 


in him. Luke it. 14. Glory to God in the higheſt, and on 
earth peace, good-will towards men. 
(=) II. xIiv. 23. Sing, O ye heavens; for the Lord hath done it: 
ſhout, ye lower parts of the earth: break forth into ſinging, 
e mountains, O foreſt, and every tree therein: for the Lord 
ach redeemed Jacob, and glorified himſeif in Iſrael. Eph. i. 
6. To the praiſe of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath 
made us accgpted in the beloved. v. 12. That we ſhould be to 
the praiſe of his glory, who firſt truſted in Chriſt. 
(0) Pal. cxix. 122. Be furety for thy ſervant for good: let 
not the proud oppreſs me. Heb. vii. 22. By ſo much was 


. Jeſus made a ſurety of a better teſtament. 


(p) I Cor. i. 30. But cf him are ye in Chriſt Jeſus, uo of 
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He paid out for a bankrupt crew 
The debt that to himſelf was due; 
And fatisfy'd himſelf for me, 
When he did juſlice ſatisfy (9). 


He to the law, though Lord of it, 
Did moſt obediently ſubmit (7). | 
What he ne'er broke, and yet muſt die, 
I never kept, yet live muſt | (7). 


The law which him its keeper kilPd, 
In me its breaker is fulfill'd (7); 
Yea magnify'd and honour'd more 
Than fin detac'd it c'er before (t). 


God is made unto us—righteonſneſs. Chap. xv. 55+ 56- 37. 
O death, where is thy ſting? O grave, where is thy victory: 
1 he ſting of geath is fin; and the ſtrength of ſin is the law. 
But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory, through 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 3 

% Zech. xiii. 7. Se letter (g). Rom. ix. 5. Chriſt is over 
all, God bleſſed for ever. Phil. ii. 6. 7. 8. Chriſt Jeſus _ 
in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal wit 
God: but made himſelf of no reputation, and took upon him 
the form of a ſervant, -and was made in the likeneſs of 
men: and being found in faſbion as a man, he bumbled bim- 
ſelf, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the 
croſs. | 

( Ibid. Gal. iv. 4. 5. But when the fulneſs of the time 
was come, God ſent forth his Son made of a woman, made 
under the law, to redeem them that were under the law, that 


we might receive the adoption of ſons. 


(/) x Pet. iii. 18. See letter d) 2 Cor. v. 21. Sce letter (m). 
1 John iv. 9. In this was manifeſted the love of God towards 
us, becauſe that God ſent his only begotten Son into the 
world, that we might live through him. | 
) Rom. viii. 3. 4. For what the law could not do, in that 
it. was weak through the fleſh, God ſending his own Son, in 
the likeneſs of ſinful fleſh, and for ſin condemned fin in the 
fleſh : that the righteouſneſs of the law might be fulfilled in us, 
who walk not after the fleſh, but after the Spirit. 

(t) IC xlii. 21. The Lord is well pleaſed for bis righteouſ- 


| nels ſake, he will magnify the law, and make it honuurable, 


Rom. v. 18. 19. 20. 21. Therefore as by the offence of one. 
judgement came upon all men to condemnation : even ſo by 


the righteouſneſs of one, the free gift came upon all men un- 
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Though juſtice therefore might me damn, 
Yet by more juitice ſav'd I am (1). 


Here ev'ry divine property 

Is to the higheit ſet on high (m); 
Hence God his glory would injure, 
It my falvation were not ſure (u). 


My peace and ſafety lie in this, 

My creditor my ſurety is (0).- 

The judgement-day I dread the leſs, 
My Judge is made my righteouſneſs (p). 


(1) Pet. iii. 18. Chriſt hath once ſuffered for ſins, the juſt 
for the unjuſt, (that he might bring us to God), being put to 
death in the fleſh, but quickcucd by the Spirit. Rom. iii. 26. 
To declare, | fay, at this time his rizÞteonfneſs : that he might 
be juſt, and the jaltifer cf him which believeth in Jeſus, 
1 John ii. 2. And he is the pr opiciation for our fins; and rot 
for ours only, but alſo fur the {ins of the whole world, Chap. 
iv. 10. Herein is love, not that we loved God. but that he 
loved us, and ſent his Son to be the propitiation for our ſins. 

n) Rom. iii. 25. Whom God hath ſet forth to be a propi- 
tiation, through faith in his blood, to declare his righteouſ- 
neſs for the remiſſion of ſins that are pal, throvgh the for- 
be⸗rance of God. Pſal Ixxxv. 10. Mercy and truth are met 


together : righteouſreſs and peace have kifled each other. 


2 Cor. v. 19. Ard all things are of God, who hath recon- 
ciled us to Hmſelf by Jeſus Chriſt, and hath given to us the 
miniſtry of reconciliation ; to wit, that God was in Chriſt, re- 
conciling the world unto kim! ef, not imputing their treſpaſſes 
unto thera; and hath committed unto us the word of reconcili- 
ation. v. 2t. For he hath made him to be fin for us, who 
knew no fin; that we might be made the righteouſneſs of God 
in him. Luke it. 14 Glory to Gd in the higheſt, and on 
earth peace, good-will towards men. | 

(7) it. XII v. 23. Sing, O ye heavens; for the Lord hath done it: 
ſhout, ye lower parts of the earth: break forth into ſinging, 

e mountaius, 0 foreſt, and every tree ti.crein: for the Lord 
hath redeemed Jacob, and glorified nimſelf in Nirael, ph. i. 
6. To the praiſe of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath 
made vs accepted in the beloved. v. 12. That we ſhould be to 
the pralſe of his glory, who f:ſt truſted in Chriſt. 

( Pal. exix. 122. Be ſurety for thy ſervant for good: let 
not the proud oppre's me. Heb. vii. 22. By ſo much was 

eſus made a ſurety of a better teſtament. 

{p) 1 Cor. i. 30. But cf bim are ye in Chriſt Jeſus, was cf 


| 
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Hie paid out for a bankrupt crew 
The debt that to himſelt was due 3 
| And fatisfy'd himiclf for me, 

| When he did jullice ſatisfy (g). 


* He to the law, though Lord of it, 
Did molt obedienthy ſubmit (7). 

MW hat he ne'er broke, and yet muſt die, 
I never kept, yet live muſt I (/). 


The law which him its keeper kilPd, 
In me its breaker is ſulfill'd (s) ; 
Yea magnity'd and honour'd more 
Than fin detac'd it e'er before (2). 


God is made unto us-—righteonſneſs. Chap. xv. 55. 66. 37. 
O death, where is thy ſling? O grave, where is thy victory? 
1 he fiirg of death is fin; and the firenoth of fin is the law. 
But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory, through 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. . 

(9) Zech. Xii. 7. Sce letter (g). Rom. ix. 5. Chriſt is over 
all, God bleiſed for ever. Phil. ii. 6. 7. 8. Chriſt Jeſus being 
in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with 
God: but made himſelf of no reputation, and took upon him 
the form of a fervant, and us made in the likeneſs of 
men: and being found in feſhion as a man, he humbled hime 
ſelf, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the 
croſs. 

(Y id. Gal. iv. 4. 5. But when the fulneſs of the time 
was come, God ſent forth his Sen made of a woman, made 
under the law, to redcem them that were under the law, that 
we might receive the adoption of ſons. 

| (/) 1 Pet. iii, 18. See letter d) 2 Cor. v. 21. Sce letter (m). 
= 1 John iv 9. Ir this was menifcited the love of God towards 
] us, becauſe thet God ſent his only begotten Son into the 
LY world, that we might lire through him. | 
. (s) Rom. viii. 3. 4. For what the law could not do, in that ; 
ö it was weak through the fleſh, God ſending his own Son, in f 
tlie likeneſs of ſinful ficih, and for fn condemned fin in the | 

fleſh : that the righte. »{ncſs of the law might be fulfilled in us, 
who walk not after the fleſh, but after the Spicit. 

( IC. xlii. 21. The Lord is well pleaſed tv: his rightcouſ- 
nels ſake, he will magrify the law, and mike it nondurable. 
Rom. v. 18. 19. 20. 21. 1 her:fors as by the offence of one 
judgement came upon all men to condemnation: even ſo by 
the righteouſnels of one, the free gift came upon all men uns 
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Hence, though the law condemn at large, 
It can lay nothing to my charge (u); 
Nor find ſuch ground to challenge me, 
As Heav'n hath found to juſtify (v). 


But though he freely me remit, 
I never can myſelf acquit (w). 


My Judge condemns me not, I grant; 
Yet juſtify myſelf I can't (x). 


From him I have a pardon got, : 
But yet myſelf 1 pardon not ( y). 


to juſtification of life. For as by one man's diſobedience many 

were made finners: ſo by the obedience of one ſhall many be 

made 8 Moreover, the law entered, that the offence 

might abound : but where fin abounded, grace did much more 

abound : that as ſin bath reigned unto death, even ſo might 

grace reign through righteouſneſs unto eternal life, by Jeſus 
riſt our Lord. : | 

(s) Rom. viii. 1. There is therefore now no eondemnation' 
to them which are in Chriſt Jeſus. v. 3. 4. See letter (5). v. 33. 
34. Who ſhall lay any thing to the charge of God's ele? 
It is God that juſtifieth : who is be that condemneth? It it 
Chriſt that died, rather, that is riſen again, who is even 
at the right band of God, who- alſo maketh interceſſion for- 
us. ; | , 

(v) Job xxxiii. 24. Then he is gracious unto him, and faith, 
Deliver him from going down to the pit, I have found a ran- 
ſom. Rom. iii. 25- 36. Whom God hath ſet forth to be a pro- 
pitiation, through faith in his blood, to declare his righteous 
| neſs for the remiſſion. of fins that are paſt, through the for- 
bearance of God; to declare, I ſay, at this time bis righte- 
ouſneſs : that he might be juſt, and: the juitificr of him which 
delie veth in Jeſus. | 

() 2 Sam. Xii. 13. And David ſaid unto Nathan, I have 
ſinned againſt the Lord. And Nathan ſaid unto David, The 
Lord alſo hath put away thy fin, thou ſhalt not die. Pal. li. 
2. 3- Waſh me throughly from mine iniquity, and cleanſe me 

from my ſin. For IT acknowledge my tranſgreſſions ; and my 
fin is ever before me. | 

(x) Rom. viii. . 33. Sce letter (u). Job ix. 20. If I juſtify 
myſelf, mine own mouth ſhall condemn me: if I ſay I am per- 
fect, it ſhall alſo prove me pery*-r(e. 

% 2 Cor. vii. 11. For behold, this ſelf.ſame thing that ye 
ſor rowed after a godly fort, what care fulneſs it wrought in you, 
yea, what clearing of yourſelyes, yea, what indiguation, yea, 


Par III. The Beliwer't Riddle. 


His rich forgiveneſs tif T have, 
Yet never can myſelf forgive (z). 
The more he's toward me appea*'d, 


The more I'm with myſelf difpleas'd (a). 
The more I am abſolv'd by him, 
The more I do myſelf condemn (6). 


When he in heaven dooms me to dwell, 
Then I adjudge myſelf to hell (c); 
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what revenge? 

(2) IC. xxxvili. 1. What ſhall 1 ſay? he hath both ſpoken 
unto me, and himſelf hath done it: 1 ſhall go ſoftly all my 
years in the bitterneſs of my ſoul. 

(a) Ezek. xvi. 63. That thou mayſt remember and be confound- 
ed, and never open thy mouth any more becauſe of thy ſhame, 
when I am pacified toward thee for all that thou haſt done, 

faith the Lord God. 

(5) Luke xviii. 13. 14. And the publican ſtanding afar off, = 

- would not lift up ſo much as his eyes unto heaven, but ſmote 
upon hĩs breaſt, faying, God be mercifvi to me a ſinner. I tell 
you, this man went down to his houſe juſtified rather than 
the other : for every one that cxalteth himſelf, ſhall be abaſed; 
and he that humbleth bimſelf, ſhall be exalted. Ezek. xxxvi. 
31. 32. Then ſhall ye remember your own evil way 
doings that were not good, and ſhall loath yourſelves in your 
own ſight, for your iniquities, ard for 18 abomĩnations. 
Not for your fakes do I this, faith the Lord God, be it known 
unto you : be aſhamed and confounded for your own ways, O 
houſe of Ifrael. Jer. xxxi. 19. Surely after that I was turned, 
I repented; and after that I was inſtrufted, I ſmate upon m | 
thigh : I was aſhamed, yea, even conforinded, becauſe I di | 
bear the reproach of my youth. | | 
(c) Matth. xxy. 34. 35. 36. 37-28. 39. Then ſhall the King 
fay unto them on his right hand, Come, ye bleſſed of my Fa- 
ther, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the founda- 
tion of the world For 1 was an hungred, and ye gave we 
meat: 1 was thirſty, and ye gave me drink: I was a ſtranger, 
and ye took me in: naked, and ye clothed me: I was ſick, and 
ye viſited me: 1 was in priſon, and ye came unto me. Then 
mall the righteous anſwer him, ſaying, Lord, when ſaw we 
thee an hungred, and fed thee? or thirſty, and gave thee drink? 
When ſaw we thee a ſtranger, and tock thee in? or naked, 
and clothed thee? Or when ſaw we thee fick, or in priſon, 


and came unto ther? 1 Cor. xi. 31. If we would judge our- 


what fear, yea, what vehement deſire, yea, what zeal, yea, 


and your 
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Yet ſtfl I to his judgement *gree, 
And clear him for abſolving me (d). 


Thus he clears me, and I him clear, 
I juſtify my Juſtifier (e). 

Let him condemn or juſtify, 

From all injuſtice I him free (J). 


ſelves, we ſhould not be judged. Lake xv. 20. 21. And he 
[the prodigal ſon] aroſe and came to his father. But when he 
was yet a great way off, his father, ſaw Him, and had compaſ- 
ſion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and kiſſed him. And the 
ſon ſaid unto him, Father, I have ſinned againſt heaven, and 
in thy ſight, and am no more worthy to be called thy ſon. 
Gen. xxxii. 9. 10. And Jacob ſaid, O God of my father Abra- 
bam, and God of my father Iſaac, the Lord which ſaidſt unto 
me, Return unto thy country, and to thy kindred, and I will 
deal well with thee: I am not worthy of the leaſt of all the 
mercies, and of all the truth which thou haſt ſhewed unto thy 
ſervant; for with my ſtaff I paſſed over this Jordan, and now I 
am become two bands. 

(4) Pfal. Ii. 4. Agaipſt thee, thee only have I ſinned, and 
done this evil in thy fght : that thou mightit be juſtified 
when thou ſpeakeſt, and be clear when thou judgeft. And xi. 
7. The righteous Lord loveth righteouſneſs, bis ceuntenance 
doth behold the upright. And cxlv. 16. x7; Thou openeſt 
thine hand, and ſatisfieſt the deſire of every living thing, The 
Lord is righteous in all his ways, and holy in all his works. 
Rev. Av. 3. And they ſing the ſong of Moſes the ſervant of 
God, and the ſong of the Lamb, ſaying, Great and marvellous 
are thy works, Lord God Almighty; juſt and true are thy 
ways, thou King of ſaints. 

e) Rom. iii. 26. To declare, I ſay, at this time his righ- 
teouſneſs: that he might be juſt, and the juſtifier of him which 
believeth in Jeſus. IC xlv. 21. There is no God elſe beſide me, 
= juſt God and a * ey v. 24. Surely, ſhall one ay, In the 
Lord have 1 rightcoMneſs and ſtrength. Chap. lxiii. 1. Who 
is this that cometh from Edom, with dyed garments from Boz- 
rah? this that is glorious in his apparel, travelling in the great- 
neſs of his ſtrength? I that ſpeak in righteouſneſs, mighty to 
ſave. Zech. ix. 9. Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; ſhout, 
O daughter of Jeruſalem : behold, thy King cometh unto thee: 
he is juſt, and having ſalvation, &c. | 

f ) Job xxv. 4. 5. 6. How then can man be juſtified with 
God? or how can he be clean that is born of a woman? Behold 
even to the moon, and it ſhineth not; yea, the ſtars are not 
pure in his ſight. How much leſs man that is a worm : and 


the ſon of man which is a worm? Plal. Ixxxix, 14 Juſtice and 
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The myſtery of ſanFification imperfet in this hfe, or 
the believer doing all, and doing nothing. 


INE arms embrace my God. (a), yet I 
M Had never arms to reach ſo high (6); 
lis arm alone me holds (c), yet lo, 
I hold and will not let him go (4). 


I do according to his call, 
And yet not I, but he does all (e); 


jodgement are the habitation of thy throne: mercy and truth 
ſhall go before thy face. And xcvii. 2. Clouds and darkneſs 
are round about him: righteouſneſs and j»vdgement are the 
habitation of his throne, Rom iii. 19. 20. Now we know that 
what things ſoever the law faith, it ſa!th to them who are un- 
der the law : that every mouth may be ſtopped, and all the 
world may become guilty before God. Therefore, by the 
- deeds of the law, there ſhall no fleſh be juſtified in his fight: 
for by the law is the knowledge of fin. v. 23. 24. 25. For all 
bave ſinned, and come ſhort of the glory of God; being ju- 
ſtified freely by his grace, through the redemption that is in 
Jeſus Chriſt : whom God hath ſer forth to be a propitiation, 
through faith in his blood, to declare his righteouſneſs for the 
remiſſion of ſins that are paſt, through the forbezrance of God. 
Pal. xxii. 2 3. O my God, I cry in the day-time. but thou 
heareſt not; and in the night-ſeaſon, and am not lent. But 
thou art holy, O thou that. inhabiteſt the praiſes of Iſrael. 

(a) Song uti. 4. It was but a little that I paſſed from them, 
but I found him whom my ſoul toveth; I held him, and 
would not let him go, until I had brought him into my mo- 
ther's houſe, and into the chamber of her that conceived me. 

- (6) Pal. Ixi. Z- From the end of the earth will 1 cry unto 
thee, when my heart is overwhelmed: lead me to the rock that 
is higher than I. 

(5) Pal. Ixiii. 8. My foul followeth hard after thee : thy 
right band upholdeth me. If. xli. 10. Fear thou not, for I am 
with thee : be not diſmayed, for I am thy God: I will ſtrength- 
en thee, yea, I will help thee, yea, I will uphold thee with the 
right hand of my righteouſneſs. | , | 

(d) Gen. xxxii. 26. And he [the angel] ſaid, Let me go, for | 
the day break eth: Aud he [Jacob] ſaid, I will not let thee go, | 
except thou bleſs me. 


(e) 1 Cor. xv. 10. But by wo; grace of God I am what I am: 


* 
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- 


But though he works to will and do (Fs 
I without force work freely too (g). 


His will and mine agree full well (6), 

Vet diſagree like heav'n and hell (i), 2 

His nature's mine (i), and mine is his (/) 
Tet fo was never that nor this (m). | 


I know him and his name, 
He and his name can ne'er 


* 


t own 


2 known (n). 


and his grace which was beſtowed upon me, was not in vain; 
but I laboured more abundantly than they all: yet not I, but 
the grace of God which was with me. v. 28. Therefore, 
my beloved brethren, be ye ſtedfaſt, ummoveable, always a- 
bounding in- che work of the Lord, foraſmuch as ye know that 
| your latour is not in vain in the Lord. N | 

Y Phil. ii. 13. It is God which worketh in you, both to 

will and to do of his good pleaſure. | 

(gs) Pfal. cx. 3. Thy people ſhall be willing in the day of thy 
power And cxvi. 16. Oh Lord, truly I am thy ſervant, I am 
thy ſervant, and the ſon of thy hand-maid: thou haſt looſed 
my bonds. oe ; 

(b) Marth. vi. 10. Thy will be done in earth as it is in hea- 
ven. Pal. xl. 8. I delight to do thy will, O my God: yea, 
thy law is within my heart... 

. Matth. xi. 28. 29. A certain man had two ſons, and he 
came to the firſt, and ſaid, Son, go work to-day in my vine- 
yard. He anſwered. and faid, I will not, Ce. Jobn v. 40. Ye 
will not come to me, that ye might have life. Matth. xxiii. 
37. O Jeruſalem, Jeruſalem, thou that killeſt ' the prophets, 
and ſtoneſt them which are ſent unto thee, how often would 1 
have gathered thy children together, even as'a hen gathereth 
her chickens under her wings, and ye would not! | 
(4). 2 Pet. i. 4 Whereby are given unto us exceeding great 
and precious promiſes ; that by theſe. you might be partakers of 
the divine nature. | | 
(1) Heb. ii. 14 Foraſmuch then as the children are partakers 
of fleſh and blood, he alſo himſelf likewiſe todk part of the ſame. 
v. 16. For verily he took not on him the nature of angels; 
but he took on him the ſeed of Abraham. a, 

(-2) If, xl. 17. 18. All nations before him are as nothing, 
and they are counted to him leſs than nothing, and vanity. To 
whom then will ye liken God? or what likeneſs will ye com- 
pare unto him? 2 | 

( Pſal. ix. 10. They that know thy name will put their 
tiuſt in thee. Prov. xxx. 3. 4 I LAgur] neither learned wiſ- 
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His gracious coming makes me do; 
I know he comes, yet know not how (o). 


I have no good but what he 4 (D), 
Yet he commends the good I have (9). 
And though my good to him aſcends (r), 
My goodneſs to him ne'er extends (/). 


I take hold of his cov'nant free (7), 
But find it muſt take hold of me (t). 


dom, nor have the knowledge of the holy. Who hath aſcend. 
ed up into heaven, or deſcended? who hath gathered the wind 
in his fiſts? who hath bound the waters in a garment? who 
hath eſtabliſt ed all the ends of the earth? what is his name, 
and what is his ſon's name, if t canſt tell ? 

(e) Song iv. 16. Awake, O ngrth-wind, and come, thou 
ſouth, blow upon my garden, that the ſpices thereof may flow 
ont: let my beloved come into his garden, and eat his pleaſant - 
fruits. John iii. 8. The wind bloweth where it liſteth, and 
thon heareſt the ſound thereof, but canſt not tell whence it 
- cometh, and whither it goeth: ſo is every one that is born of 
the Spirit. | | 

(p) 1 Chron. xxix. 14 And David ſaid, —But who am I, 
and what is my people, that we ſhould be able to offer ſo will- 
ingly after this ſort? for all things come of thee, and of thine 
own. have we given thee. 2 Cor. iii. 5. Not that we are ſath- 
cient of ourſelves to think any thing as of ourſelves : but our 
ſufficiency is of God. | | | 

(4) 2 Cor. x. 18. For not he that commendeth himſelf is ap- 
proved, but whom the Lord commendeth. Rom. Xii. 1. 2. 1 
deſeech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that 
ye preſent your bodies a living ſacrifice, holy, acceptable unto 

God, which is your reaſonable ſervice. And be not conformed 

to this world: but be ye trans formed by the renewing. of your 

mind; that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and 
perfect will of God. | : | 

(r) Pal. xxv. x. Unto thee, O Lord, do I lift up my foul. 

And cxli. 2. Let my prayer be fet forth before thee as incenſe; 

and the lifting up of my hands, as the evening ſacrifice. Eph, 

iii. 12. In whom [Chriſt Jeſus] we bave boldneſs and zcceſs with 

confidence by the faith of him. Heb. x. 19 Having therefore, 
brethren, boldneſs to enter into the holieſt by the blood of 
Jeſus, &c. Eat v1 

(/) Pal. xvi. 2. O my foul, thou haſt ſaid unto the Lord, 

Thou att my Lord: my goodneſs extendeth not to thee 
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_ endure for ever, and his throne as the days of heaven. Jer. 
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I'm bound to keep it (u), yet 'tis bail, 
And bound to keep me without fail (v). 


The bond on my part cannot laſt (u), 
Yet on both ſides ſtands firm and faſt (x). 


(s) IC. Ivi. 4. Thus ſaith the Lord unto the eunuchs that— 
take hold of my covenant, Cc. v. 6. Alſo the ſons of the 
ſtranger, that join themſelves to the Lord, to ſerve him, and 
to love the name of the Lord, to be his ſervants, every one 
that—taketh hold of my covenant;* Cc. 

(t) Zech. i. 6. But = words and my ſtatutes, which I com- 
manded my ſervants the prophets, did they not take hold of 


our fathers? and they returned and. ſaid, Like as the Lord of 


ofts thought to do unto us, according to our ways, and 2c-- 


cording to our doings, ſo hath he deelt with us. Pſal. cx. 2. 
3. The Lord ſhall ſerd the rod of thy ſtrength ovt of Zion: 
rule thou in the mids' of thine enemies. Thy peop'e ſhall be 
willing in the day of thy power, Cc. Rom. i. 16. I am not a- 
ſhamed of the goſpel of Chriſt : for it is the power of God 
unto ſalvation, to every one that believeth, to the Jew firſt, 
20d alſo to the Greek. - 2 Cor. i. 16 to the other we are the 
ſayour of life unto life: and who is ſufficient for theſe things? 

( Pfal. ciii. 17. 19. The mercy of the Lord is ſrom ever- 
laſting to everlaſting upon them that fear him: and his righ- 
teouſneſs unto childrens children: to ſuch as keep his cove- 
nant, and to. thoſe that remember his commandments to do 
them. John xvii. 6. I have manifeſted thy name unto the men 


which thou gaveſt me out of the world: thine they were, and 


thou gaveſt them me; and they have kept thy word. 

() Pſal. Ixxxix. 33.——36. Nevertheleſs, my loving-kindneſs 
vill I not utterly take from him, nor ſulfer my faithfulre's to 
fail. My covenant will I not break, nor a'ter the thing that is 
gone out of my lips. Once have I ſworn, by my holineſs, 
that 1 will not lie unto David. His ſeed ſhall endure for ever, 
and his throne as the ſun before me. 

(w) Pſal. Ixxxix. 30. 31. 22. If his children forſeke my law, 


and walk not in my judgements ; if they break my ſtatutes, and 


keep not my commandments : tt.en will | viſit their tranſgreſ- 
ſion with the rod, and their iniquity with ſtripes. 


(x) Pſal. Ixxxix. 2. 3. 4 For I have ſaid, Mercy ſhall be 
bailt up for ever: thy faithfulneſs ſhalt thou eſtabliſn in the 


very heayens. I have made a'covenant with my Choſen, I have 
ſworn unto Dayid my ſervant. Thy ſeed wiil I eſtabliſh for 
ever, and build up thy throne to all generations. v. 28. 29. 
My mercy will 1 keep for him for evermore, and my cove- 
nant ſhall ſtand faſt with him. His ſeed alſo will I make to 


% 
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I break my bands at ev'ry ſhock, 
Yet never is the bargain broke (). 


Daily, alas! I diſobey (z), 

Yet yield obedience ev'ry day 3. 
I'm an imperfeCt perfect man (5), 
That can'do all, yet nothing can (c). 


I'm from beneath d), and from above (e), 
A child of wrath (/, a child of love (g). 


xXxxii. 40. And TI will make an everlaſting. covenant with them, 
that I will not turn away from them, to do them good; but 
I will put my fear in their hearts, that they ſhall not depart 
from me. 

(9) Pal. lxxviii. 37. Their heart was not right with bim, 
neither were they ſtedfaſt in his covenant. If. liv. 10. The 
mountains ſhall depart, and the hills be removed, but my k iud- 
neſs ſhall not depart from thee neither ſhall the covewant of 
my peace be removed, ſaith the Lord, that hatu mercy oa 

ee. 
(z) Jam. iii 2. In many things we offend all. f 

(a) Pſal. Ixi 8. So will I fiog praiſe unto thy name for ever, 
that I may daily perform my vows. Heb. iii. 13. Bat exbort 
one another daily while it is called, To-day ; leſt any of you 
be hardened through the deceitfulneſs of fin. 

(5) Pſal. xxxvii. 37. Mark the perfect man, and behold the 
upright: for the end of that man is peace. Rev. iii. 2. Be, 
watchful, and ws the things which remain, that are 
ready to die: for 1 have not found thy works perfect before 
God. | | f 

(e) Phil. iv. 13. I can do all things through Chriſt which 
2 me. John xv. 5. I am the vine, ye are the 
branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the Came bring- 
eth forth much fruit : for without me ye can do nothing. 

(4) John viii. 23. And Jefus ſaid unto the Jews, Ye are 
from beneath: ye are of this world, &c. 

(e) Gal. iv. 26. Jeruſalem which is above, is free, which is 
the mother of us all. v. 28. Now we, brethren, as Iſaac was 
are the children of promiſe. John i. 13. Which were bora, 
not of bloed, nor of the will of the fleſh, nor of the will of 
man, but of God. And iii, 3. 6. Jeſus anſwered, Verily verily 
I ſay unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spi- 
rit, he cannot enter into the Kingdom of God. That which is 
bora of the Spirit, is ſpirit. 

(J) Eph. ii. z. We—waere by nature the children of wrath, 
even as others. a 
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A ſtranger e' en where all may know; 
A pilgrim, yet I no where go (4). 
I trade abroad, yet ſtay at home (i); 
My tabernacle is my tomb (&). 
| I can be priſon'd, yet abroad; 
Bound hand and foot, yet walk with God (1). 


SECT. IX. 


The myſtery of various names given to ſaints and 
church of Chriſt ; or, The fleſh and Spirit de- 
ſeribed from inanimate things, vegetables and 


O tell the world my proper name, - 
Is both my glory and my ſhame (4): 


n 
(g) Rom. ix, 8.— The children of the promiſe are counted | 
| 


for the ſeed. 
( Heb. xi. 13. Theſe all —eonfeſſed that they were ſtrangers 
and pilgrims on the earth. 1 Pet. ii. 11. Dearly beloved, I 
beſeech you as ſtrangers and pilgrims, &c. 

(7) Phil. iii. 20. Fer our converſation is in heaven, from 
whenee alſo we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 

(A 2 Cor. v. 1. 2. For we know, that if our earthly houſe 
of this tabernacle were diſſolved, we have a building of God, 
an houſe not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. For 

in this we groan earneſtly, deſi ring to be clothed upon with 
our houſe which is from heaven. v. 4. For we that are in 
this tabernacle do-groan, being burdened : not for that we 
would be unclothed, but clothed upon, that mortality might 
. be ſwallowed up of life. | * 

(4) Adds xvi. 24. 25. The jailor having received ſuch a charge, 
thruſt them into the inner priſon, and made their feet faſt in 
the ſtocks. And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and ſang 
praiſes unto God. 2 Tim. ii. g. Wherein I ſuffer trouble as an 
evil-doer, even unto bonds; but the word of God is not bound. 
2 Cor. vi. 4. J. But in all things approving ourſelves as the mi- 
niſters of God, in much patience, in afflictions, in neeeſſities, in 
diſtreſſes, in ſtripes, in impriſonments, in tumults, in labours, 
in watchings, in faſtings. WF 

(a) Hoſ. i. 9. Then ſaid God, Call his name Lo ammi: for 
ye are not my people, and I will not be your God. And 
u. 1. Say ye unto your brethren, Ammi, and to your ſiſters, 


e- 
nd 
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For like my black but comely face, 
My name is fin, my name is grace (5). 


Moſt fitly I'm affimilate 

To various things inanimate ; 

A ſtanding lake (c), a running flood (d), 
A fixed ſtar (e), a paſſing clouit (/). 


A cake unturn'd, nor cold, nor hot (g); 
A veſſel ſound (5), a broken pot (i): 


Ruhamah. v. 23. And I will have mercy upon her that had 
not obtained mercy, and 1 will ſay to them which were not 
my people, Thou art my people; and they ſhall fay, Thou art 
my God. | 

(3) Song i. 5. I am black, but comely, O ye daughters of 
Jeruſalem, as the tents of Kedar, as the curtains of Solomon. 
1 Tim. i. 15. This is a faithful ſaying, and worthy of all. ac- 
ceptation, that Chriſt Jeſus came into the world to ſave fin- 
ners; of whom I am chief. If. Ixii. 2. 3. And the Gentiles 
ſhall ſee thy rightcouineG, and all kings thy glory: and thou 
ſhalt be called by a new name, which the mouth of the Lord - 
ſhall name. Thou ſhalt alſo be a crown of glory in the hand 
of the Lord, and a royal diadem in the hand of thy God. 

9 Jer. xlviii. 11. Moab hath been at caſe from his youth, 
and he hath ſettled on his lees, and hath not been emptied from 
veſſel to veſſel, neither hath he gone into captivity : the re- 
fore his. tafte remained in him, and his ſcent is not changed. 

(4) IC xliv. 3. I will pour water upon him that is thirſty, and 
floods upon the dry ground: I wil! pour my Spirit upon thy 
ſeed, and my bleſſing upon thine offspring. | 

(e) Dan. xii: 3. And they that be wiſe, ſhall ſhine as the 
brightneſs of the firmament ; and they that turn many to righ- 
teouſneſs, as the ſtars for ever and ever: Aud in ep po ſition ts 


. thoſe called wandering ſtars, Jude 13. 


(f) Hoſ. vi. 4 O Ephraim, what ſhall I do unto thee? O 
Judah, what ſhall I do unto thee? for your goodneſs is as 2 
morning-cloud, ard as the early dew it goeth away. th 

(Hof. vii. 8. Ephraim, he hath mixed himſelf among the 
people, Ephraim is a ce not turned. Rev. iii. rs, I know 
thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: | would thou 
wert cold or hot. 

OO Rom. ix. 21. Hath not the potter power over the clay of 
the ſame lump to make one veſſel unto honour, and another 
into diſhonour ? 


(i) Pal. xxxi. 12. I am forgotten as a dead man out of mind; 
I am like a broken veſſel. 
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A Hang ſun (4), a drooping wing (/) ; 
A flinty rock (2%), a flowing ales 95 


A rotten beam (5), a virid ſtem (?); 
A menſt'rous cloth (), a royal gem Cry); 
A garden barr'd /), an open field (4); 

A gliding ſtream (t), a fountain ſeal'd (u. 


(Matth. xiii. 43. Then ſhall the righteons ſhine forth as 
the ſun, in the kingdom of their Father. 
(1) Pal. Iv. 6. And I ſaid, O that I had wings like a dove! 


for then would I fly away, and be at reſt. * 


en) Zech. vii. 12. They made their Hearts as an adamant ſtone, 
leſt they ſhould hear the law, and the words which the Lord 
of hoſts hath ſent in his Spiyit by the former prophets. 

( John iv. 14. Jeſus anſwered and ſaid unto her Who- 
ſoever drinketh of the water that I ſhall give him, ſhall never 
thirſt : but the water that I ſhall give him, ſhall be in him a 
well of water ſpringing up into everlaſting life. 

(9) If. xvil. 9. 10. In that day ſhall his ſtrong cities be as a 
forſaken bough, and an uppermoſt branch, which they left, 
becauſe of the children of Iſtael: and there ſhall be deſolation. 
Becauſe thou haſt forgotten the God of thy ſalvation, and haſt 
Lot been mindful of the reck of thy ſtrength : therefore ſhalt 
thou plant pleaſant plants, and ſhalt ſet it with ſtrange fps. 
Chap. xxvii. 11. When the bovghs thereof are withered, they 
ſhall be broken off: the women come and ſer them on fire: 
for it is a people of no underſtanding; Cc. 

(D Prov. xk 28. The righteous ſhall flouriſh as a branch. 
Pal. xcii. 12. 13. The righteous ſhall flouriſh like the palmetree : 
he ſhall grow like a cedar in Lebanon. Thoſe that be planted 
in the houſe of the Lord, ſhall flouriſh in the courts of our God. 

(9) If xxx. 22. Ye ſhall defile alſo the covering of thy graven 
images of filver, and the ornament of thy molten images of 

old: thou ſhalt caſt them away as a menſtruous cloth; thou 
ſhalt ſay unto it, Get thee hence. Chap. Ixiv. 6. But we are all 
as an unclean thing, and all our right eouſneſſes are as filthy rags. 

(7) If. ii. 3. Thou ſhalt alſo be a crown of glory in the 
hand of the Lord, and a royal diadem in the hand of thy God. 

(/) Song iv. 12. A garden incloſed is my ſiſter, my ſpouſe. 

(s) Matth, xiii. 24- 25- Another parable put he forth unto 


them, ſaying. The kingdom of heaven is likened unto a man 


which ſowed good ſecd in his field: but while men ſlept, his 
enemy came and ſowrd tares among the wheat, and went his way. 
(t) Song iv. 15. [My fiſter ” a fountain of gardens, a well 
of living waters, and ſtreams from Lebanon. 
(+) Song iv. 12. A ſpring ſhut op, a fouutain ſcaled is my 


' Liſter, wy pouſe. 
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Of various vegetables ſee 
A fair and lively map ia me. ? 


A fragrant roſe (v), a noiſome weed (v); 
A rotting (x), yet immortal ſeed (5). 


I'm with'ring graſs (z), and growing corn (a); 
# pleaſant plant (5), an irkſome thorn (c); 

An empty vine (d), a fruitful tree (e); 

An humble ſhrub (/), a cedar high (g). 


(7) IC xxxv. 1. The wilderneſs and the ſolitary place ſhall 
be glad for them: and the deſart ſhall rejoice, and bloſſom as 
the roſe. So 

(u) If. v. 4. What could have been done more to my vine- 

ard, that I have not done in it? wherefore when I looked that 
it ſhould bring forth grapes brought it forth wild grapes. | 

(x) Gen. iii. 19. In the ſweat of thy face ſhait thou eat bread, 
til! thou return unto the ground; for out of it waſt thou taken: 
for duſt thou art, and unto duſt ſhalt thou return. 

-(3) 1 Pet. i 23. Being born again, not of corruptible ſeed, 
but of incorrvptible, by the word of Gcd which liveth and a» 
bideth for ever, 

(2) if xl. 2. The graſs withereth, the flower fadeth; be- 
cauſe the Spirit of the Lord blow eth upon it: ſurely the peo - 
ple is graſs. | I | | 

(a) Hoſ, xiv, 2. They that dwell under his ſhadow ſhall te- 
turn, they ſha!l revive as the corn, and grow as the vine: the 
ſcent thereof ſhall be as the wine of Lebanon. 

(4) If. v. 7. The vineyard of the Lord of hoſts is the houſe 
of Iſrael, and the men of Judah his pleaſant plant. 

(c) Mic. vii. 4. The beſt cf them is as a bricr: the moſt vpright 
is ſharper than a thorn-hedge. | | ; 

(1) Hoſ. x. 1. Iſrael is an empty vine, he bringeth forth fruit 
unto himſelf. | „ * 

(e) Pſal. i. 3. And he ſhall be Ike a tree planted by the ris 
vers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his ſezſon ; his 
leaf alſo ſhall not wither, and u hatſoever he doth, ſhall. proſper- 

(/) Ezek. xvii. 5. 6. He [a great eagle] took alſo of the ſeed 
cf the land, and planted it in a fruitful field, be placed it by 
great waters,. and ſet it as a willow tree. And it grew, and 
became a ſpreading-vine of low ſtature, whoſe branches turn- 
ed toward kim, and the roots thereof were under him: ſo it 
became a vine, and brought forth branches, and ſhot forth 
ſprigs. v. 24. And all the trees of the field ſhall know that 
1 the Lord have brought duwn the high tree, bave exalted the 
low tree, bave dried up the green trce, ard have made the 


dry tree to flouriſh : I the Lord have ſpoken and have done 
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A noxious brier (5), a harmleſs pine (i); 
A. ſapleſs twig (I), a bleeding vine (0): 
A ſtable fir (m), a pliant buſh (n); 

A noble oak (o), a naughty ruſh (p). 


With /enſitives I may compare, "4 
While I their various natures ſhare: N 
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it. Mark iv. 30. 31. And Jeſus ſaid; Whereunto ſhall we-liken 
the kingdom of God? or with what compariſon ſhall we com- 
pow it? It is like a grain of muſtard-ſeed, which when it is 

5% in the earth, is leſs than all the ſeeds that be in the earth. 
O Pal. xcii. 12+ The righteous ſhall grow like a cedar in 
© Lebanon. | 

(5) Mie. vii. 4 Ser letter (c). 

-( IC. xli rg. I will fet in the deſert the fir-tree, and the 
pine, and the box-tree together. | 

(Q John xv. 4 Abide in me, and I in yon. As the branch 
cannot bear fruit of itſelf, except it abide in the vine; no more 
can ye, except ye abide in me. v. G. If a man abide not in me, 
he is caſt forth as a branch, and is withered. | 

() John xv. 5. I am the vine; ye are the branches: He 
that abideth in me, and I in him, the ſame bringeth forth much 
fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. Song ii. 13. The 
fig tree putteth forth her green figs, and the vines with the 
tender grape give a good ſmell. v. 15. Take us the foxes, the 
little foxes that ſpoil the vines; for our vines have tender 

rapes. . : $ 4 
i ( If. lv. 13. Inſtead of the thorn ſhall come up the fir tree, 
and inſtead of the brier ſhall come up the myrtle-tree: and it 
ſhall be to the Lord for a name, for an everlaſting ſign that 
ſhall not be cut off. And 1x. 13. The glory of Lebanon ſhall 
come unto thee, the firtree, the pine-tree, and the box together, 
to beautify the place of my ſanctuary, and I will make the 
place of my feet glorious, | | x | 

) Matth. xi. 7. And as they departed, Jeſus began to ſay 
unta. the multitudes concerning John, What went ye out into 
the wilderneſs to ſee? A reed ſhaken with the wind ? 

(e) IC. vi. 13. But yet in it ſhall be a tenth, and it ſhall-re- 
turn, and ſhall be eaten: as a teil-tree, and as an oak whoſe . 
ſubſtance is in them, when they caſt their leaves: ſo the holy 
ſced ſhall be the ſubſtance thereof. E | 

(II. Iviii. 5. Is it ſuch a faſt that J have choſen? a day for 
a man to affli& his ſoul? is it to bow down his head as a bul- 
ruſh, and to ſpre:d ſackcloth and aſhes under him? wilt thou 
call this a faſt, and an acceptable day to the Lord? 


* 
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Their diſtin names may juſtly ſuit 


A ſtrange, a reaſonable brute (). 


The ſacred page my ſtate deſcribes 
From volatile and reptile tribes ; 


From ugly vipers (7), beauteous birds J; 
From ſoaring hoſts (2), and ſwiniſh herds (). 
I'm rank'd with beaſts of diff 'rent kinds, 
With ſpiteful tygers (u), loving hinds (v); 
And creatures of diſtinguiſh'd. forms, | 
With mounting eagles (w), creeping worms (x). 
A mixture of each ſort I am; ; 
A hurtful ſnake (5), a harmleſs lamb (z 


„ 


Y 


(9) Pal. bexiii. 22. So fooliſh was I, and i 
" as a beaſt before thee. Prov. xxx. 2. Surely 1 (ann 


9 Matth. iii. 7. But when Jobn ſaw many of the Phariſees 
and Sadducees come to his baptiſm, he ſaid unto them, O ge- 
neration of vipers, &c. | 0 
(f) Song ii. 22. The time of the ſinging of birds is come, aud 
the voice of the turtle is heard in our land. 
(5) I. Ix. 8. Who are theſe that fly a8 a cloud, and as the 
doves to their windows ? | 
(e) Matth. vii. 6. Give not that which is holy unto the dogs, 
neither caſt ye your pearls before ſwine, leſt they trample them 
under their feet, and turn again and rent you. 2 Pet. ii. 22. 
But it is happened-unto them according to the- true proverb, 
"The dog is turned to his own vomit again : and the that 
was wathed to her wallowing in the mire. 


(«) Pſal. xxii. 16. For dogs have compaſſed me, the aſſembly 
of the wicked have incloſed me; they pierced my hands and 


my feet. Phil. iji. 2. Beware of dogs, beware of evil-workers, 
- beware of the conciſion. 


(v) Pfal. xviii. 33- God maketh my feet like hinds feet, and 
ſetteth me upon my high places. Prov. v. 19. Let her [the 
wife of thy youth] be as the loving hind, and pleaſant roe, let 
her breaſts ſatisfy thee at all times, and be thou raviſhed always 
with her love. 

(w) IC. XI. 31.——They ſhall mount up with wings as eagles. 

(x) Pal. xxii. 6. But I am a worm, and no man- If. xlj, 14. 
Fear not, thou worm Jacob, and ye men of Iſracl, we. 
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A tardy afs (a), a ſpeedy roe (65); 
A lion bold (c), a tim'rous doe (d). 


A ſlothful owl (e), a buſy ant (J); 

A dove to moumn (g), a lark to chant (5): 
And with leſs equals to compare, 
An ugly toad (i), an angel fair (t). 


(y) Pal. Iviit. 4. Their poiſon is like the poiſon of a ſer- 
pent; they are like the deaf adder that ſto her car. 

(z) Jobn xxi. 15. So when' they had, dined, Jeſus ſaith to 
Simon Peter, Simon fon of Jonas, loveſt thou me more than 
theſe? He ſaith unto him, Lea. Lord; thou knoweſt that I love 
thee. He faith unto him, Feed my lambs. 


(a) Job xi. 12. Vain man would be wiſe, though man be born 
like a wild aſfs's colt. 


Prov. vi. 5. Deliver thyſelf [my ſon] as a roe from the 
hand of the bunter. . 

(c) Prov. xxviii. 1. The righteous are bold as a lion. 

(4) IC. ii. 19 And they ſhall go into the holes of the rocks, 
and into the caves of the earth, for fear of the Lord, and for 
the glory of his majeſty, when he ariſeth to ſhake terribly the 
earth. 

H Pal. cii.,6. I ara like an owl of the deſert, . 

(F). Prov. vi. 6. Go to the ant, thou ſluggard, confider her 
ways, and be wiſe, &c 5 

(g) If. xxXviii. 14. Like a crane or a ſwallow, ſo did I chat- 
ter: I did mourn as a dove: mine eyes fail with looking u 

ward: O Lord, I am opprefled, undertake for me. Ezck. vii. 
16. But they that eſcape of them [Iſrael], ſhall eſcape, and 
ſhall be on the mountains like doves of the valleys, all of them 
mourning, every one for his iniquity. 

) Song ii. x2, The time of the ſinging of birds is come, 
and the voice of the turtle is heard in our land. ; 
0 Rom. iii. x3. —The poiſon of aſps is under their lips. Job 
xl. 4. Bchold, I am vile, what ſhall I anſwer thee? I will lay 
mine hand upon my mouth. 

( Acts wvi. 15. And all that fat in the council, looking ſted- 
faſtly on him [Stephen]. {aw his face as it had been the f:ce of 
an angel. 2 Cor. iii. 18. But we all with open face, beholding 
as in a glaſs, the glory of the Lord, are changed into the 
ſame image, from, glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the 
Lord. | 


ye ma 
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SECT. X. 


The myſtery of the ſaints old and new man further 
deſcribed; and the means of their ſpiritual life. 


Emptations breed me much annoy (a), 
Yet divers ſuch I count all joy (6). 
On earth I ſee confuſions reel (c), : 


Yet wiſdom ord'ring all things well (d). 

I fleep, yet have a waking ear (e); : 

I'm blind and deaf, yet fee and hear (J): 

Dumb, yet cry, Abba, Father, plain ( g), 
Born only once, yet born again (4). 


(% Heb. xii. 21. Now no chaſtening for the preſent ſeem- 
eth to be joyous, but grie vous, &c. I Pet. i. 6. Wherein ye 

eatly rejoice, though now for a ſeaſon (if need be) ye are in 
— through manifold temptations. | 

( Jam. i. 2. My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall in- 
to divers temptations. | 


(c) Pal. lxxxii. 5. They know not, neither will they under- 


Nand; they walk on in darkneſs : all the foundations of the 


earth are out of courſe. 

(4) Pfal. xxix. zo. The Lord ſitteth upon the flood; yea, 
the Lord ſitteth King for. ever. And Ixxxix. 9. Thou ruleſt 
the raging of the ſea : when the waves thereof ariſe, thou ſtil- 
leſt them. Rom. viii. 28. And we know that all things work 
together for good, to them that love God, to them who are. 
the called according to his purpoſe. | 

(e) Song v. 2. I fleep, but my heart waketh: it is the voice 
of my Beloved that knocketh, ſaying, Open to me, my ſiſter, 
my love, my dove, my \undefiled : for my head is filled with 
dew, and my locks with the drops of the night. 


(F) IC xlii. 18. 19. Hear, ye deaf, and look, ye blind, that 


y ſce. Who is blind, but my ſervant? or deaf, as 


m 
| meſſenger that I ſeut? who is blind as he that is perfect, ant 


blind as the Lord's ſervant} And xxxv. 5. Then the cyes of 
— blind hall be opened, and the ears of the deaf ſhall be un- 
opped. 

(g) IC zxxv. 6. Then ſhall the tongue of the dumb ſipg: 
for in the wilderneſs ſhall waters break out, and ſtreams in 
the deſert. Rom. viii. 15. For ye have not received the 
ſpirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit 
of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. 

John iii. 3. 4. 5. 6. 1 anſwered and ſaid unto him, 


- 
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My heart's a mirror dim and bright (i), 

A compound ſtrange of day and night (4) : 
Of dung and di'monds, droſs and gold (1); 
Of ſummer heat, and winter cold (m). 


Down like a ſtone I fink and dive (n), 
Yet daily upward ſoar and thrive (e). 


[Nicodemvs]}, Verily verily I ſay onto thee, Except a man be 
born again, he cannot fee the kingdom of God. Nicodemus 
faith vrto him, How can a man be born when he is old? can 
he enter the ſecond time into his mother's womb, and be born? 
E anſwered, Verily verily I ſay unto thee, Except a man 


born of water and of the Pa, he cannot enter into the 
kingdom of God. That which is born of the fleſh, is fleſh : 
and that which is born of the Spirit, is ſpirit. 

() Lam. v. 17. For this our heart is faint, for theſe things 
our eyes are dim. If. xxxii. 3. And the eyes of them that ſee, 
ſhall not be dim, Cc. | 

(Zeh. xiv. 7. But it ſhall be one day, which ſhall be known 
to the Lord, not day, nor night : but it ſhall come to paſs, 
that at evening-time it ſhall be light. 

(1) Mal. ii. 3- Behold, Iwill corrupt your ſeed, and ſpread 
dung upon your faces, even the dung of your ſolemn 


and one ſhall take you away with it. Phil. iii. 8. Yea doubt- 


leſt, and I count all things but loſs, for the excellency of the 
knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus my Lord: for whom I have ſuffer- 
ed the loſs of all things, and do count them but dung that I 
may win Chriſt. If. Mi. 3. Thou ſhalt alſo be a crown of glory 
in the hand of the Lord, and a royal diadem in the hand of 
thy God. If. i. 25- And I will turn my hand upon thee, and 
purely purge away thy droſs, and take away all thy tin. Job 
xxiii- 10: God knoweth the _ that 1 take: when he hath tried 
me, I ſhall come forth as gold. 

Pal. xxxix- 3. My heart was hot within me, while I was 
muſing the fire burned. Luke xxiv. 32. And they ſaid one to 
another, Did not our hearts burn within us, while he talked 
with us by the way, and while he opened to us the ſcriptures ? 


Matth. «xiv. 12+ And becauſe _— ſhall abound, the love of 


many ſtall wax cold. Rev. ii. 4. Nevertheleſs, I have ſome- 
what ag inſt thee, becauſe thou haſt left thy firſt love. 

(nz) Pal. xlii. 6. 7: O my God, my ſoul is caſt down within 
me: therefore will I remember thee from the land of Jordan, 
and of the Hermonites, from the hill Mizar. Deep calleth un- 
to deep, at the noiſe of thy water-ſpouts : all thy waves and 


thy billows are gone over me. 
(e) Pfal. xlii, 8. 3 Yet the Lord will command his loving 


kindneis in the day-time, and in the night his ſong ſhall be 


Part III. The Believer's Riddle. 


To heav'n I fly, to earth I tend (p); 
Still better grow, yet never mend (2). 


heav'n and glory's ſure to me, 
Though thereof ſeldom ſure I be (r) : 
Yet what makes me the ſurer is, ' - 
God is my glory (/), I am his (s). 70 


with me, and my prayer unto the God of my life. I will Gy 
unto God my rock, Why haſt thou forgotten me? why go I 
mourning becauſe of the oppreſſion of the enemy? wv. 1t. 
Why art thou caſt down, O my ſoul? and why art thou diſquict- 
ed withia me? hope thou in God, for I ſhall yet praiſe him, who 
is the health of my countenance, and my God. 

(p) Col. iii. 1. 2. If ye then be riſen with Chriſt, ſeek thoſe 
things which are above, where Chriſt fitteth on the right hand 
of God. Set your affection on things above, not on things 
on the earth. Pſal. xliy. 25. Our ſoul is bowed down to the 
duſt : our belly cleaveth unto the earth. 

( Hof. xiv. 5. I will be as the dew unto Iſrael: he ſhall 
— as the wr 4 and caſt forth his roots as Lebanon. v. 9. 
y that dwell under his ſhadow ſhall return, they ſhall re- 
vive as the corn, and grow as the vine: the ſcent thereof ſbalt 
be as the wine of Lebanon. Phil. iii. ta. 13. 14 Not as though 
I had already attained, either were already perfect: but I fol- 
low after. if that I may apprehend that for which alſo I am ap- 
1 of Chriſt Jeſus. Brethren, I count not myſelf to 
ve apprehended : but this one thing I do, forgetting thoſe 
things which are behind, and reaching forth unto thoſe things 
which are bcfore, I preſs toward the mark, for the prize of the 
high calling of God in Chrilt Jeſus. Rom. vii. 23, 24. But I ſee 
another law in my members, warring againſt the law of my 
mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of fin, which is in 
my members. O wretched man that I am, who ſhall deliver 
me from the body of this death ? 

(r) John xiv. 2. 3. In my Father's houſe are many manſions; 
if it were not (o, I world have told you: 1 go to prepare a 
place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for yon, I will 
come again, and receive yon anto myſeif, that where I am, 
there ye may be alſo. 2 Pet. i. to. Wherefore the rather, 
brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election 
ſure. Heb. iv. 1. Let us therefore fear, leſt a promiſe being 
left us of entering into his reſt, any of you ſhould ſeem to 
come ſhort-of it. . | 

(/) Pſal. iii. 3. But thou, O Lord, art a ſhield for me; my 
glory, and the lifter up of mine head, If. IA 19- The fun 
ſhall be no more tby light vy day, ncither for brightacls iuil 
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My life's expos'd to open view (t), 

Yet cloſely hid, and known to few (u). 
Some know my place, and whence 1 came, 
Yet neither whence, nor where I am (v). 


IT live-in earth, which is not odd; 
But lo, I alfo live in God (w): 
A Spirit without fleſh and blood, 
Yet with them both to yield me food (x). 


I live what others live upon, 

Yet live I not on bread alone; 

But food adapted to my mind, 

Bare words, yet not on empty wind ( y). 


the moon give light unto thee, but the Lord ſhall be unto thes 


an everlaſting light, and thy God thy glory. $ 
) If. xlvi. 13. I will place ſalvation in Zion for Iſrael my 
glory. 2 Cor. viii. 23. Whether any do inquire of Titus, he 


n my partner, and feilow-helper concerning you: or our bre- 


thren be inquired of, they are the meſſengers of the churches, 
and the glory of Chriſt. 1 75 

(7) Pſal. * 13. Thou makeſt us a reproach to our neigh- 
bours, a ſcorn and a deriſion to them that ate round about us. 

() Col. iii. 3. Your life is hid with Chriſt in God. 

(v John iii. 9. 10. Nicodemus anſwered and ſaid unto him, 


How can theſe things be? Jeſus anſwered and ſaid unto him, 
Art thou a maſter of Iſrael, and knoweſt not theſe things? 
Prov. xiv; 10. The heart knoweth his own bitterneſs; and a 


ſtranger doth not intermeddle with his joy. r John iv. 16. 
And we have known and believed the love that God hath to 
vs. God is love; and he that duclleth in love, dwelleth in 
God, and God in him. | 

(w) Gal. ii. 20. I am crucified with Chriſt : Nevertheleſs, I 
live, yet not I, but Chriſt liveth in me: and the life which 1 


now live in the fleſh, I live by the faith of the Son of God, 


who loved me, and gave himſelf for me. 

(x) John iv. 24. God is a Spirit, and they that worſhip him, 
muſt worſhip him in ſpirit and in truth. And vi. 53. 54. 55. 
Then Jeſus ſaid unto them, [the Jews}, Verily verily 1 ſay 
unto you, Except ye eat the fleſh of the Son of man, and 
drink his blood, ye have no life in you. Whoſo eateth wy 
fleſh, and drinketh my blood, hath eternal life, and I will ralſe 
him up at the laſt day. For my fleſh is meat indeed, and my 
blood is drink indeed. | 

Matth. iv. 4. But Jeſus anſwered and ſaid [nnto the 
tempter ], It is written, Man ſhall not live by-bread alone, but 
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I'm no Anthropepagite rude, Y 
Though fed with human fleſh and blood; 
But live ſuperlatively fine, | 
My food's all ſpirit, all divine (z). 


I feaſt on fulneſs night and day (a), 
Yet pinch'd for want I pine away (5). 
My leanneſs, leanneſs, ah! I cry (c); 
Yet fat and full of ſap am I (4). 


As all amphibious creatures do, 
I live in land and water too (e) : 


by every word that proceedeth. out of the mouth of God. Jes. 
xv. 16. Thy words were found, and I did eat them, and thy 
word was unto me the joy and rejoicing of mine heart, for L w 
am called by thy name, O Lord God of hoſts. 

(z). John vi. 57- 58. As the living Father hath ſent me, and 
I live by the Father: ſo he that cateth me, even he ſhall live 
by me. This is that bread which came down from heaven +. 
not as your fathers did eat manna, and are dead: he that cat 
eth of this bread ſhall live for ever. v. 63. It is the ſpirit that 
quickeneth, the fleſh profiteth nothing: the words that I ſpeak. 
unto you, they are ſpirit, and they are life. | | 
(a) IC. xxv. 6. And in this mountain ſhall the Lord of hoſts 
make unto all people a feaſt of fat things, a feaſt of wines. on. 
the lees, of fat things full of marrow, of wines. on the lees 
well refined. Pſal. 1. 2. But his delight is in the law of the. 
Lord, and in his law doth he meditate day and night. - 

(6) IC. xli. 17. When the poor and needy ſeck water, and. 
there is none, and their tongue faileth for thirſt, I the Lord. 
will hear them, I the God of Iſrael will not forſake them. Pl. 
XI. 17. But I am poor and needy, yet the Lord thinketh upon. 
me: thou art my help and my deliverer, make no tarrying, O 
my God. ; 

9 IC. xxiv. 16. From the uttermoſt part of the earth have. 
we heard ſongs, even glory to the righteous : but I ſaid, My 
leanneſs, my leanneſs, wo unto me: the treacherous dealers: 
have dealt treacherouſly, yea, the treacherous dealers have dealt 
very treacherouſly. ; | 

64) Pal. xcii. 13. 14. Thoſe that be r in the houſe of 
the Lord, ſhall flouriſh in the courts of our God. They ſhalt 
ſtill bring forth fruit in old age: they hall be fat and flouriſh- 
ing. And civ. 16. The trees of the Lord are full of ſap: the 
cedars of Lebanon which he hath planted. | 
(e) Pſal. cxvi. 9. I will walk before the Lord in the land ot 
the living. And Ixix. I. 2. ous me, O God, for the waters 
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good and evil equal bent (F), 
th a devil g) and a faint (5). 


While ſome men who on earth are gods (i), 
Are with the God of heav'n at odds (A), 
My heart, where helliſh legions are (/, 

Is with the hoſts of hell at war (m)., 


| My will fulfils what's bard to tell, 
The counſel both of Heav'n (n) and hell (o): 


are come in unto my ſoul. I fink in deep mire, where there 
is no. ſtanding : I am come inte deep waters, where the floods 
overflow me. And Ixxxviii. 17. Thy terrors came round a- 
bout me daily like water, they compaſſed me about together. 

(f) Rom. vii. 22. I find then a law, that when 1 would do 

good, evil is preſent with me. 

(Fg) John vi. 70. Jeſus anſwered them, Have not I choſen 
you twelve, and one of you is « devil? And viii. 44 Ye are 
of your father the devil, and the Juſts cf your father ye will 
do. Jam. iii. 15- This wiſdom deſcendeth not from above, but 
is earthly, ſenſual, deviliſh. | 

- (b) Cor. vi. 12. And ſuch were ſome of you: but ye are 
waſhed, but 5 un are ſanctiſied, but ye are juſtified in the name of 
the Lord Jeſus, and by the Spirit of our God. 

(9) Pal. Ixxxii. 6. I have ſaid, Ye are gods: and all of you 
are children of the Moſt High. | 

(4) Pal. lzxxii. 1. 2. God ſtandeth in the congregation of 
the mighty : he judgeth among the gods. How long will ye 
judge unjuſtly, and accept the perſons of the wicked? Selah. 
v. 5- They know not, neither will they underſtand: they walk 
on in darkneſs: all the foundations of the earth are out of courſe. 
(4) Matth. xv. 19. For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, 
murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, falſe witneſs, blaſ- 
phemies. Luke viii. 30. And Jeſus aſked him, ſaying, What 
is thy name? and he ſaid, Legion: becauſe many devils were 
entered into him. - 

() Eph. vi. 12. For we wreſtle not againſt fleſh and blood, 
but agaiuſt principalities, againſt powers, againſt the rulers of 
the darkneſs of whis world, agaiaſt ſpiritual wickedneſs, in 
bigh places. Fs | 

% Rev. xvii. 17. For God hath put in their hearts to fulfil 
his will, and to agree, and give their kingdom unto the beaſt, 
until the words of God ſhall be fulfilled. Sas 

(e) Eph. ii. 3. Among whom alſo we all had our converſa- 
tion in times paſt, in the luſts of our fleſh, fulfilling -the de- 
Gres of the fleſh, and of the mind; and were by nature the: 
children of wrath, even as others; 


I'm 
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Heav'n, without fin, will'd fin. to be Ce); 
Yet will to ſin, is fin in me (2). 


To duty ſeldom I adhere (7), 

Yet to the end I perſevere /. 

I die and rot beneath the clod (4), 
Yet live and reign as long as God (7). 


(p) Jam- i. 13. Let no man ſay when he is tempted, I am 
tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, nei- 
ther tempteth he any man. Acts i. 15. 16. And in thoſe days 
Peter ſtood up in the midſt of the diſciples, and ſaid, Men and 
brethren, this ſcripture muſt needs have been fulfilled, which 
the Holy Ghoſt by the mouth of David ſpake before concern- 
ing Judas, which was guide to them that took Jeſus. And iis 
23- Jeſus of Nazareth, being delivered by the determinate 
counſel and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by 
wicked hands have crucified and flain. And iv. 27 28. For of 

a truth, againſt thy holy chi'd Jeſus, whom thou haſt anainted, 
both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the Ge:tiles, and the 
people of Iſrael were gathered together, for to do whatſoever 
thy hand and thy counſel determined before to be done. 

Hof v. 11. Ephraim is oppreſſed, and broken in judge- 
ment, becaufe he willingly walked after the commandment. 
2 Cor. viii. 14. 12. Now therefore perform the doing of it; 
that as there was a readineſs to will, ſo there may be a per- 
formance alſo out of ti at which you have. For if there be firſt 
a willing mind, it is accepted according to that a man hath, 
and not according to that he hath not. | 

(r) Pſal. cxix. 176. I have gone aſtray like a loſt ſheep, ſeek 
thy ſervant: for I do not forget thy commandments. 

% Heb. x. 39. But we are not af them who draw back»nn» 
2 — but of them that believe, to the ſaving of the 

ou | 


(s) Pal. xc. 3. Thou turneſt man to deſtruction: and ſayſt, 
Return, ye children of men- | 

t) Jobn v. 24 Verily verily I fay unto you, He that hear- 
eth my word, and belicyeth on him that ſent me, hath ever» 
laſting life, and ſhall not come into condemnation ; but is 
paſſed from death unto life. Rev. iii. 21. To him that over- 
cometh will I grant to fit with me in my throne, even as L alfo 
overcame, and am ſet down with my Father in his throne, 
And xxii. 5, And there ſhall be no night there, and they need 
no candle, neither light of the ſun; for the Lord God giveth. 
them light: and they ſhall reign for ever and ever. 
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| SECT. XL 2 
The myſtery of CanisT, his names, natures, and 
Ces. 4 


% 


Y Lord appears; awake, my ſoul, 

Admire his name, the Wonderful (a), 
An infinite and finite mind (5), 
Eternity and time conjoin'd (c). 


The everlaſting Father ſtyl'd, , 

Yet lately born, the virgin's child (4). 
Nor father he, nor mother had, 
Yet full with both relations clad (e). 


His titles differ and accord, 
As David's ſon, and David's Lord (). 


(a) If. ix. 6. For unto us a child is born, unto us a ſon is 
given, and the government ſhall be upon his ſhoulder : and his 
name ſhall be called Wonderful. 

(6) Pfal. cxlvii. 5. Great is our Lord, and of great power: 
his underſtanding is infinite. Luke ii. 52. And Jeſus increaſed 
in wiſdom and ſtature, and in favour with God and man. 

(c) Gal. iv. 4 But when the fulneſs of the time was come, 
God ſent forth his Son made of a woman, made under the law. 

(d) IC ix. 6. For unto us a child is born—— : and his name 
ſhall be called The everlaſting Father. Matth. i. 23. Behold, 
a virgin ſhall be with child, and ſhall bring forth a ſon, and 
they ſhall call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted, 
is, God with us. 

(e) Heb. vii. 3. For this Melchiſedec—-without father, with- 
out mother, without deſcent, having neither beginning of 
days, nor end of life ; but made like unto the Son of God, a- 
bideth a prieſt continually. Luke ii. 48. 49. And when they 
ſaw bim, they were amazed: and his mother faid unto him, 
Son, why haſt thou thus dealt with us? behold, thy father and 
J bave ſought thee ſorrowing. And he faid unto them, How is 
it that ye fought me? wiſt ye not that I muſt be about my Fa- 
ther's buſineſs ? « 

) Matth. xxii. 41. 42. 43. 44. 45- While the Phariſees 
were gathered together, Jeſus aſked them, ſaying, What think 
ye of Chriſt? whoſe ſen is he? They ſay unto him, The ſoa 
of Dayid. He faith unto them, How then doth David is 
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Through earth and hell how conqu'ring rode 
The dying man, the riſing God (g)! 


My nature is corruption doom'd (þ) ; a 
Yet when my nature he afſum'd, 

He nor on him (to drink the brook (i)) 

My perſon nor corruption took (k). 


ſpirit call him Lord, ſaying, The Lord ſaid unto my Lord, 
Sit thou on my right hand, till I make thine enemies thy foot- 
Rool? If David then call him Lord, how is he his ſon? Cc. 
Matth. xxi. 5. Tell ye the daughter of Sion, Behold, 
thy King cometh unto thee, meek, and fitting upon an aſs, 
and a colt the foal of an aſs. v. 8. 9. And a very great mub 
titude ſpread their garments in the way : others cut down 
branches from the trees, and ſtrawed them in the way. And 
the multitudes that weut before, and that followed, cried, ſay - 
ing, Hoſanna to the Son of David: bleſſed is he that cometh 
in the name of the Lord, Hoſanna in the higheſt. v. 22. 
And Jeſus went into the temple of God, and caſt out all them 
that ſold and bought in the temple, and overthrew the tables 
of the money-changers, and the ſeats of them that ſold doves. 
Col. ii. x5. And having ſpoiled principalities and powers, he 
made a ſhew of them openly, triumphing over them in it [his 
croſs] Rom. iv. 25. Jeſus our Lord was delivered for our of- 
Fences, and was raiſed again fer our juſtification. Eph. iv. 8. 
Wherefore be [David] faith, When he aſcended up on high, 
he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men. Rom. i. 4. 
Jeſus Chriſt eur Lord was declared to be the Son of God with 
power, according to the ſpirit of holineſs, by the reſurrection 
from the dead. | 3 
(%) Eph. iv. 2a. Put off concerning the former converſa- 
wy the old man which is corrupt, according to the deceitful 
8. | 
( Pal. cx. 7. He ſhall diipk cf the brcok in the way: | 
therefore ſhall he lift up the head. 
 (Þ Rom. viii. 3- God ſent his own Son, in the likeneſs of, 
ſinful fleſb, al. d for fin condemned fin in the fleſh. John i. 14 
And the Word was made fleſh, and dwelt among us (aud we be- 
held his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father) 
Full of grace and truth. Luke i. 35. And the angel anſwered 
and faid unto Mary, The Holy Ghoſt ſhall come upon thee, and 
the power of the Higheſt ſhall overſhadow thee: therefore alſo 
that holy thing which ſhell be born of thee, ſhall be called the 
den of God. Heb. ii. 16. For verily he took not on him the 
nature of angels; but he took on him the ſeed of Abraham. 
Ard vii. 26 27. For ſuch an high prieſt became us, who is 
holy, harmleſs, undefiled, ſeparate from ſinners, and made 
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214 Gosytt Son ETS. 
Tet he aſſum'd my fin and guilt (0), 
For which the noble blood was ſpilt. 
Great was the guilt- o erflowing flood, 
The creature's and Creator's blood (m) ! 


The Chief of chiefs amazing came (u), 
To bear the glory and the ſhame (o); 

Anointed Chief with oil of joy (p), 
Crown'd Chief with thorns of ſharp annoy (Fg). 


her than the heavens ; who needeth not daily, as thoſe high 
prieſts, to offer up ſacrifice, - firſt for his own fins, and then for 
* people's: for this he did once, when he offered up him 

elf. 

(1) If. n. 6. All we like ſheep have gone aſtray: we have 
turned every one to his own way, and the Lord hath laid on 
him the iniquity of us all. 2 Cor. v. 21. God hath made Chriſt 
to be fin for us, who knew no fin; that we might be made the 
righteouſneſs of God in him. Matth. XX. 28. The Son of man 


ny. 

Rom. iii. 25- Whom God hath fer forth to be a propiti- 
ation, through faith in his blood, to declare his righteouſneſs 
for the remiſhon of fins that are paſt, through the forbearance 
of God? Acts xx. 28. Feed the church of God, which he hath 
purchaſed with his own blood. 1 Pet. i. 28. 19. For as much as 
ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, 
u filver and gold, from your vain converſation received — 
tradition from your fathers ; but with the precious blood of 
Chriſt, as of a Lamb without blemiſh and without ſpot. 1 John 
it 16. Hereby perceive we the love of God, becauſe he laid 
down his life for us. | | | 

(=) Rev. i. 4. 5. Grace be unto you, arid peace from—TJeſus 
Chriſt, who is the faithful witneſs, and the Grſt begott en of the 
dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. 

(e) Zech. vi. 12. 13. Behold, the man whoſe name is the 7 
BRANCH— he ſhall build the temple of the Lord, and he ſhall ! 

bear the glory. Heb xii. 2. Jefus, for the joy that was ſet be- 
fore him, endured the crofs, deſpiſing the ſhame, &c. 

(p) Pal. xlv. 7. Thou lovelt rightcouſne(s, and hateft wick. 
edneſs: therefore God, thy God, hath anointed thee with the 
oil of gladr.cſs above ny ellows. | p 

(% Matth. £xvii. 2g. And when they bad platted a crown of ' 
thorns, they put it upon his head, and a reed in his right hand: 

| 


and they bowed the knee before him, and mocked him, ſay ing, 
Hail king of the Jews. 
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Lo, in his white and ruddy face 

Roſes and lilies ftrive for place (7); 
The morning · ſtar, the riſing ſun 5 
With equal ſpeed and ſplendour run {/}. 


How glorious is the church's head, 

The Son of God, the woman's ſeed (5) ! 
How ſearchleſs is his noble clan (t), | 
The firſt, the laſt, the ſecond man (u)! 


With equal brightneſs in his face, 
Shines divine juſtice, divine grace (v); 


Song ii. 1. I am the roſe of Sharon, and the lily of the 
valleys. And v. 10. wy beloved is white and ruddy, the chief- 
eſt among ten thouſan | 

Kev. xxii. 16. I [Jeſus] am the root and the offspring of 
David, and the bright and morning ſtar. Mal. iv. 2. But un- 
to you that fear my name, ſhall the Sun of righteouſneſs ariſe 
with healing in his wings; and ye hall go forth and grow op 
u calves of the ſtall. | 

(s) Col. i. 18. And Chriſt is the head of the body, the 
church: who is the beginning, the firſt-born from the dead: 
that in all things he might bave the pre-eminence. John iii. 16. 
God ſo loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, 
that whoſoever believeth in him, ſhould not periſh, but have 
everlaſting life. Gen. iii. 15. And I [the Lord God] will put 
enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy ſeed an 
her ſeed : it ſhall bruiſe thy head, and thou ſhalt bruiſe hi 
heel. 

(t) IC. liii. 8. He was taken from priſon and from judge 
ment: and who ſhall declare his generation? Prov. xxx 4. 
Who hath aſcended into heaven, or deſcended? who hath 
gathered the wind in his fiſts? who hath bound the waters in a 
garment? who hath eſtabliſhed all che ends of the earth? what 
is bis name, and what is his Son's name, if thou canſt tell? 

() Rev. i. 11. 1 am Alpha and Omega, the firſt and the laſt. 
1 Cor. xv. 45. The laſt Adam was made a quickening ſpirit, v. 
47- The ſecond man is the Lord from heaven. | 

(v) 2 Cor. iv. 6. For God who commanded the light to ſhine 
out of darkneſs, hath ſhined in our hearts, to give the light of 
the knowledge of the glory of God, in the face of Jeſus 
Chriſt. Rom. iii. 24 25- 26. Being juſtified freely by his 
grace, through the redemption that is in Jeſus Chriſt : whom 
God hath ſet forth to be a propitiation, through faith in his 
blood, to declare his righteouſneſs for the remiſſion of ſins that 
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The jarring glories kindly meet, 
Stern vengeance and compaſhon ſweet (u). 


God is a Spirit, ſeems it, odd 

To fing aloud the blood of God (x); 
Yea, hence my peace and joy reſult, 
And here my laſting hope is built (y). 


Love through his blood a vent has ſought, 
Yet divine love was never bought : 

Mercy could never purchas'd be, 

Let ev'ry mercy purchas'd he (2). 


are paſt, through the forbearance of God; to declare, I ſay, 

at this time his righteouſneſs : that he might be juſt, and t 
juſtifier of him which believeth in Jeſus. Eph i. 6. 7. To the 
praiſe of the glory of his grace, wheren he hath made us ac- 
cepted in the beloved : in whom we have redemption through 
8 blood, the forgiveyeſs of ſins, according to the riches of 
. race. l 

9 Rom. v. 20. 21. But where fin abounded, grace did 
much more abound: that as fin bath reigned unto death, even fo 


4 grace reign through righteouſneſs unto eternal life, by 


Jeſus Chriſt our Lerd. Pſal. IX ZV. tro. Mercy and truth are 
met together: righteouſneſs and peace have kiſſed each other. 

(x) John iv. 24. God is a Spirit, and they that worſhip him, 
muſt worſhip him in ſpirit and in truth. Acts xx. 28. Feed the 
church of Ged, which he hath purchaſed with his own blood, 

( Rom. v. 1. Therefore being juſtified by faith, we have 
peace with God, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. © v. 10. For 
if when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the 


death of his Son: much more being reconciled, we ſhall be 


ſaved by his life. x Pet. iii 15. Be ready always to give an 
anſwer to every man that aſketh you a reaſon of the hope that 
is in you, with meekneſs and fear. v. x8. For Chriſt alſo hath 
once ſuffered for ſins, the juſt for the unjuſt, (that he might bring 
us to God), being put to*death in the fleſh, but quickened by 
the Spirit. wp A 

(z) Rom. v. 9. Much more then being now juſtified by his 
blood, we ſhall be ſaved from wrath through him. v. 21. See 
letter (w). John iii. 16. God fo loved the world, that he gave 
bis only begotten Son, that whoſoever believeth in him, ſhould 
not periſh, but have everlaſting life. Rom. ix. 15. God ſaith 
to Moſes, Iwill have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and 


I will have compaſſion on whom I will have compaſſion. Eph- 


i. 3. Bleſſed be the God and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chri 


3 


AN 
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His triple ſtation brought my peace, 

The Altar, Prieſt, and Sacrifice (a); 
His triple office ev'ry thing, | 
My Prieſt, my Prophet is, and King (5). 


This King, who only man became, 
Is both the Lion and the Lamb (e): 
A King of kings, and kingdoms broad (d); 
A ſervant both to man and God (e). 


who hath bleſſed ns with all ſpiritual bleſſings in heavenly 
places in Chriſt. GE | 

(a) Heb.-xiii. xo. We have an altar whereof they have no 
right to eat, which ſerve the tabernacle. Ard ii. 17. Where- 
Fore in all things it behoved him to be, made like unto his bre- 
thren ; that he might be a merciful and faithful high prieſt, in 
things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the fins of 
the people. And ix. 26. But now once in the end of the 
2 Chriſt appeared to put away ſin by the ſacriſice of 
himſelf. | | 

(b) Acts wii. 37. This is that Moſes which faid uno the 
child ren of Iſracl, A prophet ſhall the Lord your God raiſe up 
vrito you of your brethren, like unto me; him ſhall ye hear. 
IC xxxiii. 22 The Lord is our judge, the Lord is our law- 
giver, the Lord is our king, be will ſave us. 

& 1 Tim. iii. 16. And without controverſy, great is the my- 
ſtery of godlinefs : God was manifeſt in the fleſh, &c. Rev. v. 
5. 6. And one of the elders ſaith unto me [John], Weep not: 
*þthold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the root of David, 
hath prevailed to open the book, and to looſe the ſeven ſeals 
thereof, And I beheld, and lo, in the midſt of the throne, 
and of the four beaſts, and in the midſt of the elders ſtood a 
Lamb as it had been flain, having ſeven horns, and ſeven eyes, 
which. are the ſeven 1 of God ſent forth into all the earth. 
. 12. Worthy is the Lamb that was flain, to receive power, 
and riches, and wiſdom, and ſtrength, and bonour, and glory, 
and bleſſing. | 

4) Rev. xix. 16. And he [the Word of God] hath on his 
veſture and on his thigh a name written, KING OF 
KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS. If. xxxvii. 15. 16. And 
Herekiah prayed unto the Lord, ſaying, O Lord of hoſts, 
God of Iſrael, that dwelleſt between the cherubims, thou art 
the God, even thou alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth, 
thon haſt made heaven and earth. Rev. xi. 15. And the ſeventh 
angel ſounded, and there were great voices in heaven, ſaying, 
The kingdoms of this world arc become the kingdoms of our 
Lotd, and of his Chriſt, ard w ſhall re:gn for ever and ever. 


” 


This Prophet kind himſelf has ſet 
To be my book and alphabet, J 
And ev'ry needful letter plain, | 


Alpha, Omega, and Amen (f}. 
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; SECT. XE. 


The myſtery of the believer's mixed fate further en- 
larged and his getting good aut of” evil. 


| Ehold, I'm all defil'd with fin (a), 
Yet lo, all glorious am within (6). 
In Exypt and in Goſhen dwell (c); 


Still moveleſs, and in motion ſtill (d). 


2 2D 


(e) Matth. xx. 28. The Son of man came not to be miniſter- 
ed unto, but to miniſter, and to give his life a ranſom for 
many. Phil. ii. 2. Chriſt Jeſvs made himſelf of no reputation, 
and took upon him the form of a ſervant, and was made in the- 
likeneſs of men. IF. xlii. 1. Behold my ſervant whom I uphold, 
mine elect in whom my foul. delighteth. And liii. 11. By his 
knowledge ſhall my righteous ſervant juſtify many. 

Re. i. 8. Jam Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the 
ending, ſaith the Lord, which is, and which was, and which is 
to come, the Almighty. v. 11. I am Alpha and Omega, the 
firſt and the laſt: and, What thou [John] ſeeſt, write in a 
book, and ſend it unto the ſeven churches which are in Aſia. 
And xxi. 6 1 am Alpha and Omega, the beginping and the end : 
T will give unto him that is athirſt, of the fountain of the water 
of life freely. And xxii. 13. I am Alpha and Omega, the be- 
ginning and the end, the firſt and the laſt And iii. 14. Avd 
unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans, write, Theſe 
things ſaitk the Amen, the faithful and true witneſs, the begin+ 
ning of the creation of God, &c. | 

(a) IC. Ixiv. 6. But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our 
righteovſneſſes are as filthy rags. 

(5) Pl. xlv. 123. The King's daughter is all glorious within: 
her clothing is of wrovuyht gold. 

(c) Pal. cxx. 5. 6. Wo is me that I ſojourn in Meſech, that 
I dwell in the tents of Kedar. My ſoul hath long dwelt with him 
that hateth pezce. And xvi. 5. 6. The Lord is the portion of 
mine inheritance, and of my cup: thou maintaineſt my lot. 
The lines are fallen unto me in pleaſant places; yea, I have a 
goodly heritage. | 

(% 1 Cor. xv. 58. Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye 
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Uato the name that moſt I dread, 
I flee with joyful wings and ſpeed (e). 
My daily hope does moſt depend | 
On him I daily moſt offend (7). 


All things againſt me are combin'd, 
Yet working for my good, I find (g). 
I'm rich in midſt of poverties (%), 
And happy in my miſeries (i). 


* 


Oft my Comforter ſends me grief, 
My Helper ſends me no reliet (6). 


ſtedfaſt, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the 
Lord, foraſmuch as ye know that your labour is rot in vain in 
the Lord. : . 

(ec) Plal. cxliii. 2. O Lord, enter not into judgement with th 
ſervant: for in thy ſight ſhall no man living be juſtified, 
v. 9. Deliver me, O Lord, from mine enemies: I flee unto thee 
to bide me. | 

(f) Pfal. xv. rt. For thy name's ſake, O Lord, pardon 
mine iniquity : for it is great. Jer. xiv. 7. O Lord, though 
our iniquities teſtify againſt us, do thou it for thy name's ſake : 
Gr our backſlidings are many, we have ſinned againſt thee. 

(g) Gen. xlii. 36. And Jacob their father ſaid unto them, Me 
have ye bereaved of my children: Joſeph is not, and Simeon 
is not, and ye will take Benjamin away: all theſe things are a- 
yainſt me. Rom. viii. 28. And we know that all things work to- 
gether for good, to them that love God, to them who are the 
called according to his purpoſe.” 

(5) Rev. ii. 8. 9. And unto the angel of the church in 
Smyrna, write, Theſe things ſaith the fiift and the laſt which 
was dead, and is alive; I know thy works, and tribulation, 
and poverty, (but thou art rich). 

(5) Rom. v. 3. 4. f. And not only fo, but we glory in tribu- 
lations alſo, knowing that tribulation worketh patience; and 
Patience, experience; and experience, hope: and hope maketh 
not aſhamed, becauſe the love of God is ſhed abroad'in our 
hearts, by the Holy Ghoſt which is given unto us. 2 Cur. xii. 
10. Therefore I [Paul] take pleaſure in infirmities, ia reproaches, 
in neceſſities, in perſecutions, in diſtreſſes for Chriſt's ſake; for 
when I am weak, then am | ſtrong. | 

Y Lam. i. 16. For theſe things I weep, mine eye, mine eye 
runneth down with water, becauſe the comforter, that ſhould 
relieve my ſoul, is far from me. IC. xlv. 15. Verily thou art a 
God that hideſt thyſelf, O God of Iſrael the ſaviour. 
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Vet herein my advantage lies, 
That help and comfort he denies (IJ. 


As ſeamſters into pieces cut 

The cloth they into form would put, 
He cuts me down to make me up, 
And empties me. to fill my cup (m). 


I never can myſelf, enjoy, 

Till he my woful ſelf deſtroyg * 
And moſt of all myſelf I am, 

When moſt I do myſelf diſclaim (n). 


I glory in infirmities (o), 
Yet daily am aſham'd of theſe y): 


(1) If. xxx. 238. And therefore will the Lord wait, that he 
may be gracious unto you, and therefore will he be exalted, 
that he may have mercy upon you; for the Lord is a God of 
judgement ; bleſſed are all they -that wait for him. 

(») Hoſ. v. 15. I will go and return to my place, till they 
acknowledge their offence, and ſeek my face: in their afflic- 
tion they will ſeek me early. And vi. z. z. Come and let us 
return unto the Lord : for he hath torn, and he wiil heal us; 
he hath ſmitten, and he will bind us vp. After two days will 
be revive us, in the third day he will raiſe us vp, and we ſhall 
live in his fight. Pal. cvii. 9. God fatisficth the longing ſoul, 
and filleth the hungry ſoul with goodneſs. Luke i. 53. And 
Mary faid, —He hath filled the bungry with good things, and 
the rich he hath ſent empty away. | 
() Luke ix. 23. 24. And Jeſes ſaid to them all, If any man 
will come after me, let him deny himſelf, and take up his 
croſs daily, avd follow me. For whoſoever will ſave his life, 
ſhall loſe it: but whoſoever will loſe his life for my ſake, the 
ſame ſhall Gave it. Rom. viii. 13. If ye live after the fleſh, ye 
ſhall die: but if ye through ihe Spirit do mortify the deeds of 
the body, ye ſhall live. 2 Cor. xi. 10. See letter (i). 

(e) 2 Cor. xii. 9. Moſt gladly therefore will I rather glory in 
my infirmitics, that the power of Chriſt may reſt upon me. 

) Pal. Ixxiii. 15. 16. If 1 fay, Iwill ſpeak thus; behold, 
I ſhould offend againſt the generation of thy children. When 
I thought to know this, it was too painful for me. And Ixxvil. 
8. 9. 10. Is his mercy clean gone for ever? doth his promiſe 
fail for evermore? hath God forgotten to be gracious? hath 
he in anger ſhut up his tender mercies? Selah. And 1 (aid, 
This is my infirmity: but I will remember the years of the 
right band of the Moſt High, 
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Yea, all my pride gives up the gboſt, 
When once I but begin to boaſt (2). 


My chymiſtry is moſt exact, 
Heav'n out of hell I do extract (7): 
This art to me a tribute brings 

Ol uſeful out of hurtful things (//. 
1 learn to draw well out of woe, 
And thus to diſappoint the foe (2); 
The thorns. that in my fleſh abide, 
Do prick the tympany of pride (t). 


Ic xlv. 24 2 Surely;- ſhall one ſay, In the Lord have x 
ighteouſheſs and ſtrength : even to him ſhall men come, and 

all that are incenſed againſt him, ſhall be aftiamed. © In the 

Lord ſhall all the ſeed of Iſrael be juſtificd, and ſhall glory. 

Pal. xliv. 6. I will not truſt in my bow, neither ſhall my ſword 

fore me. ,v. 8. In God we boaſt all the day long: and praiſe - 

name for ever. Selah. 8 e ' 

10 Jonah ii. 1. 2- Then Jonah prayed unto the Lord his God 
qut of the fiſh's belly, and ſaid, T'cried by feaſon of mine afthies - 
tion unto the Lord, and he heard me; owt of 'the belly of : 

1 cried I, and thou heardſt my voice. v. 4. Then 1 ſaid, 
am caſt out, of thy fight; yet I will look again toward 
thy holy temple. Matth. xv. 26. 27. 28: But Jefus anſwered + 
and Bid [unto the woman of Canaan ]. It is not meet to 
take, the childrens - bread, and to caſt it to dogs. And he 
ſaid, Truth, Lord; yet the dogs eat of the crymbs which fall 
from their maſter's table. Then Jeſus anſwered and ſaid unto 

ber, O woman, 2 thy faith: be it unto theeeven as thou + 
wilt. And her daughter was made whole from that'yery hour. 
Pſal. xlii. 6. 7. 8. O my God, my ſoul is caſt down within me: 
therefore will © remember thee from the land of Jordan, and 
of the Hermonites, from the Hill Mizar. *Deep calleth unto 
deep, at the noiſe of thy water-ſpouts : all thy waves and -. 
thy billows are gone over. me. Yet the Lord will command 

his loving-kindne(s in the day-time, and in the night bis ſong 

hall be with me, and my prayer unto the God of my life. 
(/), Ram. v..3+ 4 5- Se iter (i). 0905 375% 

_ ()- Mic. vii. 8. Rejoics not againſt me, O mine enemy: 
hen I fall, I Mall ariſe; when i Gt in darkoch, the Lord 
' ſhall be a light unto me- | | | n 

(t) 2 Cor. xii. 7. And leſt I ſhould be exalted above meaſure 
through the abundance of the revelations, there was given to 
me a thorn in the fleſh. the meſſenger of Satan to buffet me, 
leſt I ſhould be exalted above — | 
. 
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By wounding foils the field I win, 
And fin itſelf deſtroys my fin (u): 
My luſts break one another's pate, 
And each corruption kills its mate (v). 


(s) Rom. viii. 35. 37- Who ſhall ſeparate us from the love 
of Chriſt : ſhall tribulation, or di 5, or perſecution, or fa 


mine, or nakedneſs, or peril, or ſword? Nay, in all theſe 


things we are more than conquerors, through+bim that loved. 


us. Pal. [xv. 3. Iniquities prevail againſt me : as for our tran 
greſſions, thou ſhalt purge them away. 2 Chron. zxxii. 24. 25. 
26. In thoſe days Hezekiah was fick to the death, and prayed un- 
to the Lord: and he ſpake unto him, and he gave him a. ſign. 
But Hezekiah rendered not again, according to the benefit 
done unto him : for his beart was lifted up; therefore there 
was wrath upon him, and upon Judah and Jeruſalem. - Not 
withſtanding, Hezekiah humbled himſelf for the pride of his 
heart, (both he and the inhabitants of Jeruſalem), ſo that the 
wrath of the Lord came not upon them in the days of Hezekiah, 
() Rom. vii 7. 8. . What ſhall we ſay then? Is the law 
fin? God forbid. Nay, Thad not known fjn, but by the law! 
for I had not known luſt, except the law bad ſaid, Thou ſhalt 
not covet. But fin taking ,occafhon by the commandment, 
wrought in me all manner of conenpiſcence. For without the 
law ſin was dead, For 1 was alive without the law once: but 
when the commandment came, ſin revived, and I died. v. 11. 
For ſin taking occaſion by the commandment, deceived me, 
and by it flew me. v 13. Was then that which is good made 
death unto me? God forbid. But fin that it might appear fit, 
working death in me by that which is good; that fin by the 
commandment might become exceeding ſinful. Where you ſee 
the fight and feeling of fin killed ſelf. Fato is. 39 40. 41 And 
Jeſus ſaid, For judgement I am come into this world: that 
they which ſee not, might ſee; and that they which ſee, mi 
be made blind. And ſome of the Phariſces which were with 
him, heard theſe words, and ſaid unto him, Are we blind alſo! 
Jeſus ſaid unto them, If ye were blind, ye ſhould have vo fin: 
but now ye fay, We ſee; therefore yourfinremaineth. Pal. lis 
11. Slay them not, leſt my people forget * ſcatter then by ny 
power ; and bring them down, O Lord our ſhield. Ma 
XXvi. 33+ 34. Peter anſwered and ſaid unto him, Though all 
men ſball be offended becauſe of thee, yet will I never be of. 
fended. Jeſus ſaid unto him, Verily I ſay unto thee, that this 
night, before the cock crow, thou ſhalt deny me thrice. v. 75+ 
And Peter remembered the words of Jeſus, which ſaid unto 
him, Before the cock crow, thou ſhalt deny me thrice. 
he went out, and wept bitterly. 
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I nell the bait, I Feel the harm 


Of corrupt ways, and take th' alarm. 
I #afte the bittet neſs of fin, 


And then to reliſh grace begin (u). 


I hear the fools profanely talk, 
Thence wiſdom learn in word and walk (x): 
I fee them throng the paſſage broad, 

And learn to take the narrow road ( y ). 


vag 


(w) Rom. vi. 22. What fruit had ye then in thoſe things, 
whereof ye are now aſhamed ? for the end of thoſe things is 
death. Pal. xix. 11. Moreover by them (the judgements of the 
Lord) is thy ſervant warned : and in keeping of them there is 

reat reward. And Ixziii. x7. 38. 19. Until I went into the 
anctuary of God; then underſtood I their end. Surely thou 
didſt ſet them in li places: thou caſtedſt them down into 
deſtruction. How are they brought into deſolation, as in a mo- 
ment! they are utterly conſumed with, terrors. Jer. ii. 19. 
Thine own wickedneſs ſhall correct thee, and thy backſlidings 
ſhall reprove thee: know therefore and ſee, that it is an evil 
thing and bitter, that thou halt forſaken the Lord thy God, 
and that my fear, is not in thee, faith the Lord God of hoſts. 
) Job xxi. 13. 14 15. They ſpend their days in wealth, and 
in-a moment go down to the grave. Therefore they ſay unto 
God, Depart from us: for we deſire not the knowledge of thy 
ways, What is the Almighty, that we ſhould ſerve him? and 
what profit ſhould we have if we pray unto him? Eph. iv. 20. 21. 
22. But ye have not ſo learned Chriſt ; if ſo be that ye have 
heard him, and have been taught by him, as the truth is in 
Jeſus : that ye put off concerning the former converſation,- the 
old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful luſts. 
And v. 6. 7. 8. Let no man deceive you with vain words : for 
| becauſe of theſe things cometh the wrath of God upon the chil» 
dren of diſobedience, Be not ye therefore partakers with 
them. For ye were ſometimes darkneſs, but now are ye light 
in the Lord: walk as children of light. v. 11. And bave no 
fellowſhip with the unfruitful works of darkneſs, but rather 
reprove them. 

0 2 Matth. vii- 13. 14. Enter ye in at the trait gate; for wide 

is the gate, and broad is the way that leadeth to deſtruction, 
aud many there be which go in thereat ; becauſe ſtrair is the 


gate, and narrow is the way which leadeth unto life, and few 
| there be that find it. 
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SECT. XIII. 
The myſtery of the ſaints adverſaries and adverfities. 


Lump of wo affliction is 

Yet thence I borrow lumps of bliſs (a): 
Though few can ſee a bleſſing in't, | 
It is my furnace and my mint (5). .. * 


Its ſharpneſs does my luſts diſpatch (c); 

Its ſuddenneſs alarms my watch (d), 

Its bitterneſs refines my taſte, - 

And weans me from the creature's-breaſt (e). 


Its weightineſs doth try my back, 

"That faith and patience be not ſlack //: 
It is a fanning wind, whereby Ws 
Lam unchaff'd of vanity (g). 


- 


(a) Heb. xii. 17. Now no chaſtening for the preſent -ſcemeth 


to be joyons, but grievous ; nevertheleſs, afterward it yield 


eth the peaceable frnit of righteouſneſs, unto them which are 
exerciſed thereby. Jam. i. 12. Bleſſed is the man that endu- 
reth temptation : for when he is tried, he ſhall receive the 
__=_ of life, which the Lord hath promiſed to them that love 

why | | | | 3 e. 0 
(b) IC xxxi. 9. And he [the Afﬀyrian] ſhall paſs over to his 
ſtrong- hold for fear, and his princes ſhall be afraid of the em 
ſign, faith the Lord, whoſe fire is in Zion, and his furnace in 
Jeruſalem. | 

(e) Pſal. xlv. g. Thine arrows are ſharp in the heart of dhe 
King's enemies ; whereby the people fall under thee. 

(d) Mark xiii. 35. 36 37. Watch ye therefore, (for ye know 
not when the maſter of the houſe cometh; at even, or at mid- 
night, or at the cock-crowing, or in the morning), leſt co» 
wing ſuddenly, he find you fleeping. And what I ſay unto 
you, I fay unto all. Watch. | 

(e) Jer. ii. 19. See letter (w) forecited And iv. 18. Th way 
and thy doings have procured theſe things unto thee, this is 
thy wickedneſs, becauſe it is bitter, becauſe it reacheth unto 
thine heart. 3 | 

(Y) Jam. i. 2. 3. 4. My brethren, count it all joy when ye 


fall into divers temptations : knowing his, that the trying * 


our faith worketh patience. But let patience have her per- 


ect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing» | 
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A furnace to refine my grace (5), 
A wing to lift my ſoul apace (i); 
Hence ſtill the more I ſob diſtreſt, 
The more I fing my endleſs reſt (4). 


Mine enemies that ſeek my burt, 
Of all their bad deſigas come ſhort (/); 
They ſerve me duly to my mind, 


With favours which they ne'er defign'd (m). 


The fury of my foes makes me 

Faſt to my peaceful refuge flee (n): 
And ev'ry perſecuting elf 

Does make me underitand myſelf (e). 


(s) IC. vn. 8. 9. In meaſure when it ſhooteth forth, thou 
wilt debate with it; he ſtayeth his rough wind in the day of 
the caſt wind. By this therefore ſhall the iniquity of Jacob 
be purged, and this is all the fruit to take away his fin, 

(hb) Mal. iii. 3. And he [the Meſſenger of the covenant] ſhall 
fit as a refiner and purificr of ſilver: and he ſhall purify. the 

. ſons of Levi, and purge them as gold and ſilver, that they may 
offer unto the Lord an offering in righteouſneſs. | 

(5) Pal. cxliii. 9. Deliver me, O Lord, from mine enemies: 
I flce unto thee to hide me. | = 

(t 2 Cor. iv. 16. 17. For which cauſe we faint not, but 
though our outward man periſh, yet the inward man is renew- 
ed day by day. For our light ffliction, which is but for a mo- 
mend. worketh for us a fat more cxcecdipg and eternal weight 

[0] 2 0 . . ; — ” , 
(1) Pal. XXxiii. 10. The Lord bringeth the counſel of the 
Heathen to nought: be maketh the devices of the people of 
none effect. | ; 
(»:) Gen. |. 20. And Joſeph ſaid unto his brethre», As for 
you, ye thought evil againit me; but God meant it unto goody 
to ws to pals, as it is this day, to fave much. people alive. 
(% Pal. ly. 23. But thou, © God, ſhalt bring them dewyg 
into the pit of deſtruction: bloody and deceitful men hall not 
live out half their days, but I will truſt in tbee. | 
(e) My IC xlii. 24. Who gave Jacob for a ſpoil, and 
Iſrael to the robbers? did not the Lord, he againſt whom we 
have ſinned? for they would not walk in bis ways, ncither were 
they obedient unto his law. My duty, 2 Sam. xvi. 11 22+ And 
Dayid ſaid to Abiſhai, and to all his ſervants, Behold, my ſon J 
Which came forth of my bowels, ſeeketh my life; how much | 
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Their flanders cannot work my ſhame (p), 
Their vile reproaches raiſe my name (); 
In peace with Heav'n my foul can dwell, 
Ev'n when they damn me down to hell (7). 


Their fury can't the treaty harm C/). 
Their paſhon does my pity warm (2): 


more now may this Benjamite do it: let. him lone, and let 
him curſe: for the Lord hath bidden him. It may be that the 
Lord will look on mine afflition, and that the Lord will re- 
quite me good for his eurſing this day. Mic. vii. 8. 9. Rejoice 
not againſt me, O mine enemy: when I fall, I ſhall ariſe; 
when I fit in darkneſs, the Lord ſhall be a light unto me. I 
will bear the ws” {np of the Lord, becauſe I have ſinned 
againſt him, until he plead my cauſe, and execute judgement 
for me: he will bring me forth to the light, and I ſhall bebold 
his righteouſneſs. My ſafety, Pſal. ix. 9. 10, The Lord alſo 
will be a refuge for the oppreſſed, a refuge in times of trouble. 
And they that know thy name, will put their troſt in thee: 
for thou, Lord, haſt not forſaken them that ſeek thee v. 16. 
The Lord is known by the judgement which he execyuteth: the 
>» == is ſnared in the work of his own hands. Higgaion, 

a 

(p) Pſal. xxzi. 13. 14 For I have heard the ſlander of many, 
fear was on every ſide, while they took counſel together againſt 
me, they deviſed to take away my life. But I truſted in thee, 
O Lord: | faid, Thou art my God. 

(g) 1 Pet. iv. 14. If ye be reproached for the name of Chriſt, 
happy are ye; for the Spirit of glory and of God reſteth upon 


ou : on their part he is evil ſpoken of, but on your part he 
glorified. | 


C) Numb. xxiii. 7. 8. And Balaam took up his 2 and 


ſaid, Balak the king of Moab hath brought me from Aram, 
out of the mountains of the eaſt, ſaying, Come, curſe me Jacob, 
and come, defy Iſrael. How ſhall I curſe, whom God hath not 
curſed? or how ſhall I defy, whom the Lord hath not defied? 
v. 23. Surely there is no inchantment againft Jcob, neither 
is there any divination againſt Iſrael : according to this time 
it ſhall be ſaid of Jacob, and of Iſrael, What hath God wrought! 
(/) Prov. xxvi. 2. As the bird by wandering, as the ſwallow 
by flying, ſo the curſe cauſeleſs ſhall not come. 
(s) 1 
compaſſion one of another, love as brethren, be pitiful, be 
courteous ; not rendering evil for evil, or railing for — 
but contrariwiſe, bleſſing; knowing that ye are thereunto call 
ed, that ye ſhould inherit a bleſſing. 


et. iii. 8. 9. Finally, be ye all of one mind, having 
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Their madneſs only calms my blood (r). 
By doing hurt, they do me good (u). 

They are my ſordid flaves I wot; | 
My drudges, though they know it not (v): 


if) Pal. Ixix. 12. 13. They that fit in the gate weak againſt 
me; and I was the ſong of the drunkards. But as for we, 
my prayer is unto thee, O Lord, in an acce able time: 0 
God, in the multitude of thy mercy hear me, in the truth of 
thy ſalvation. | 

( Gen. |. 20. See letter (m) forecited. Eſther ix. 20. 25. 
And Mordecai wrote theſe things, and ſent letters unto all the 
Jews that were in all the provinces of the king Ahaſuerus, 
both nigh and far, to ſtabliſh this among them, that they 
ſrovld keep the fourteenth day of the month Adar, and the 
fifteenth day of the ſame yearly: as the days wherein the Jews 

. reſted from their enemies, and the month which was turned unto 

them from ſorrow to joy, and from mourning into a good day : 
that they ſhould make them days of fes ting and joy, and of 
ſevding portions one to another, and gifts to the poor. And 
the Jews undertook to do as they had begun, and as Mordecai 
bad written unto them. Becauſe Harman the fon of Hamme- 
datha the Agagite, the enemy of all the Jews, had deviſed a- 
ainſt the | to deſtroy them, and had caſt Pur, (that is, 
the lot) to conſume them, and to deſtroy them : but when 
Eſther came before the king, he commanded by letters, that 
his wicked device which he deviſed againſt the Jews, ſhould re- 
turn upon his own head, and that be and his ſons ſhould be 
hanged on the gallows. | - 

(i) Jer. xxv. 8. 9. Therefore thus ſaith the Lord of hoſts, 
Becauſe ye have not heard my words, behold, 1 will ſend and 
take all the families of the north, ſaith the Lord, and Ne- 
buchadrezzar the king of Babylon my ſervant, and will 
bring them againſt this land, and againſt the inhabitants there- 
of, and againſt all theſe nations round about, and will vtterly 
deſtroy them, and make them an aſtoniſhment, and an hiffing, 
and perpetual deſolationz. v. 12. And it ſhell come to paſs 
when ſeventy years are accompliſhed, that I will puniſh the 
king of Babylon and that nation, ſaith the Lord, for tkeir ini- 
quity, and the land of the Chaldeans, and will make it perpe- 
tual defolations. IC. x. 5. 6. O Aſſyrian, the rod of mine 
anger, and the ſtaff in their hand is wine indignation. I will 
ſend him againſt an hypocritical nation; and sgainſt the peo- 
ple of my wrath will I give him a charge to take the ſpoil, 
and to take the prey, and to tread them down like the 
mite of the ſtreets. v. 12. Wherefore it ſhall come to paſs, 
that when the Lord bath performed his whole work up- 
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They act to me a kindly part, 
With little kindneſs in their heart (w). 


They ſweep.my outer-houſe when foul, 
Yea, waſh my inner filth of ſoul (x): 
They help to purge away my blot, 
For Moab is my waſhing pot (5). 


6n mount Zion, and on Jeruſalem, I will puniſh the fruit of 
the ſtont heart of the king of Aſſyria, ang the- glory of his 
high looks, And Eliv. 24. 28. Thus faith the Lord thy re 
deemer, and he that formed thee from the womb, I am the Lord 
— that faith of Cyrus, He is my ſhepherd; and ſhall perform 
all my pleaſure, even ſaying to Jeruſalem, Thou ſhalt be built; 
and to the temple, Thy foundations ſhall be laid, And xly. 1. 
Thus faith the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, whoſe right 
hand I have holden, to ſubdue nations before him : and I will 
looſe the loins of kings to open before him the two-leaved 
ates, and the gates ſhall not be ſhut. J 4. For Jacob my 
ervant's ſake, and Iſrael mine elect, I have even called thee by 
thy name: Lhave firnamedthee, though thou haſt not known me. 
(w) Matth. v. 10 x1. 12. Bleſſed are they which are perſecu- 
ted for righteouſneſs ſake : for theirs is the kingdom of bes- 
ven. Blcſſed are ye when men ſhall revile you, and perſe- 
ente you, and ſhall ſay all manner of evil gas you falſel 
for my ſ:ke. Reyoice, and be excecding glad: for great 5 
your reward in heaven: for ſo perſecuted they the prophets 
which were before you. Luke vi. 22. 23. Bleſſed are ye when 
men ſhall hate you, and when they ſhall ſeparate you from 
their company, and fhall reproach you, and caſt out your 
name as evil, for the Son of man's fake. Rejoice-ye in that 
day, and leap for joy: for behold, your reward is great in her- 
ven: for in the like manner did their fathers unto the prephets. 
(x) If. iv. 3. 4 5- And it ſhall come to pals, tha! he that is 
left in Zion, and he that remaineth in Jeruſalem, . ſhall be call 
ed holy, even every one that is written among the living in 
Jeruſalem : when the Lord ſhall have waſhed away the filth of 
the daughters of Zion, and ſhall have purged the blopd of Je- 
ruſalem from the midſt thereof, by the ſpirit of judgement, 
and by the ſpirit of burning And the Lord will create upon 
every dwelling place of mount Zion, and upon her aſſemblies 
a cloud, and ſmoke by day, and the ſhining of a flaming fire 
by night: for upon all the glory ſhall be a defence. And 
xxVii. 9. By this therefore ſhall the iniquity of Jacob be pur 
ped, and this is all the fruit to iake away his fin; when he ma- 
keth all the ſtones of tlic altar as chalk ſtones that are beaten 
in ſunder, the groves and images ſhail not ſtand up. - * 
(y) Pſal. Ix. 8. Moab is my waſn pot, &c. 
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SECT. XIV. 


The myſtery of the believer's pardon and ſecurity from 
revenging wrath, notwith/landing his ſin's deſert. 
Though from condemnation free, 
» Find ſuch condemnables in me, 
As make more heavy wrath my due 
Than falls on all the damned crew (a). 


But though my crimes deſerve the pit, 
I'm no more liable to it; 


Remiſſion ſeal'd with blood and death, 
Secures me from deſerved wrath (6). 


And having now a pardon free, % 

To hell obnoxious cannot be, 

Nor to a threat, except * anent about 
Paternal wrath and chaſtiſement (c). 


ta) Rom. viii. 1. There is therefore now no condemnation 
to them which are in Chriſt Jeſus, who walk not after the 
fleſh, but after the Spirit. And vii. 18. For 1 know, that in 
me (that is, in my fleſh) dwelleth no good thing; for to will is 
reſent with me, but how to perform that which is good, I 
d aot. 1 Tim. i. 15. 16. This is a faithful ſaying, and 
worthy of all acceptation, that Chriſt Jeſus came into the 
world to ſave ſinners; of whom I am chief. Howbeit, for 
this cavſe I obtained mercy, that in me firſt Jeſus Chriſt might 
ſhew forth all long ſuffering, for à pattern to them which 
ſhould hereafter believe on him to life everlaſtin * 
) Gal. iii. 13. Chriſt hath redeemed us from the curſe of 
the law, being made a curſe for us: for it is written, Curſed is 
every one that hangeth on a tree. Rom. v. 9. Much more then 
being now juſtified by his blood, we ſhall be ſaved from wrath 
through him. Eph. i. 7. In whom we have redemption 
through his blood, the forgivereſs of ſins, according to the 
riches of his grace. | "ob! 
) 1 Theſſ i. 10. And to wait for his Sen from heaven, 
whom he raiſed from the dead, even Jeſus: which delivered us 
from the wrath to come. If. liv. 9. 10. For this is as the waters 
of Noah unto me: for as I have ſworn that the waters of Noah 
ſhould no more go over the earth; ſo have 1 ſworn that 1 
would not be wroth with thee nor rcbuke thee. For the 
U 
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My ſoul may oft be fill'd indeed 
«With laviſh fear and hellifh dread (d): 
This from my unbelief does ſpring (e), 
My faith ſpeaks out ſome better thing. 


Faith ſees no legal guilt again, 

Though fin and its deſert remaia //: 
Some hidden wonders hence refult ; 
I'm full of fin, yet free of guilt (g) 


Guilt is the legal bond or knot, 
That binds to wrath and vengeance hot (5); 
But fin may be where guilt's away, 

And guilt where fin could never ſtay. 


mountains ſhall depart, and the hills be removed; but my 
kindneſs hall not depart from thee, neither ſhall the covenant 
of my peace be removed, faith the Lord, that hath mercy 
on thee. Pal. Ixxxix. 30. 31. 32. 33. If his children forſake 
my law, and walk not in my judgements ; if they break m 
ſtatutes, and keep not my commandments : then will [ viſh 
their tranſgreſſion with the rod, and their iniquity with ſtripes. 
Nevertheleſs my leving-kindneſs will I not utterly take from 
bim, not ſuffer my faithfulneſs to fail. 
(.) Matth. iv. 26. And when the diſciples ſaw Jeſus walk- 
ing on the ſea, they were troubled, ſaying, It is a ſpirit; and 
they cried out for fear. 
te) Mark iv. 40. And Jeſus faid unto his diſciples, Why are 
ye ſo fearful? how is it that ye bave no faith? 
) Rom. vii. 6. But now we are delivered from the law, that 
being dead wherein we were held; that ue ſhould ſerve in new- 
neſt of ſpirit and not in the oldneſs of the letter. Chap 
viii. 3. 4. For what the law could not do, in chat it was weak 
through the fleſh, God ſending his own Son in the likeneſs of 
ſinful fleſh, and for ſin condemned fin in the fleſh : that the 
righteoufne( of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not 
after the fleſh, but after the Spirit. 5 
Rom. vii. 44. For we know that the law is ſpiritual: 
but I am carnal,. ſold under fin. Chap. viii. 33. 34. Who ſhall 
lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God that 
 inftifieth; whois he that condemneth? It is Chriſt that died, 
ves rather, that is riſen again, who is even at the right hand 
of God, wha alſo maketh interceſſion for us. 5 
Deut. xxvii. 26. Curſed be be that confirmeth not all 
the words of this law to do them: and all the people ſhall Gay, 
Amen. Rom. i. 18. For the wrath of God is revealed from 
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Guilt without any fin has been, 
As in my ſurety may be ſeen ; 

The elect's guilt upon him came, 

Yet ſtill he was the holy Lamb (i). 


vin without guilt may likewiſe be, 
As may appear in d me: 
For though my fin, alas ! does ftay, 
Yet pardon takes the guilt away (k). 


Thus freed I am, yet till involv d; 
A guilty ſinner, yet abſolv'd (1): 
Though pardon leave no guilt behind, 
Yet ſin's deſert remains I find (m). 


Guilt and demerit differ here, 
Though oft their names confounded are. 


beaven againſt all ungodlineſs, and un righteouſneſs of men, 
who hold the truth ia unrighteouſneſs.- | 

(% TC. lu. 6. The Lord bath laid on him the iniquity of us 
all. Heb. vii. 26. For ſuch an high prieſt became us, who is 
holy, harmleſs, undefiled, ſeparate from finners. 

H Rom. vii. 24 O wretched man that I am! who mall de- 
liver me from the body of this death? Acts xiii. 38. 39. Be 
it known unto you therefore, men and brethren, that through 
this man is preached unto you the forgiveneſs of fins: and by 
him all that believe are juſtified from all things from which ye 
could not be juſtified by the law of Moſes. | 
- (7) Rom. ii. 19. Now we know that what things ſoever the 

law faith, it ſaith to them who are under the law: that every 
mouth may be ſtopped, and all the world may become guilty 
before God. v. 23. 24. For all have ſinned, and come ſhort 
of the glory of God; being Jjullified freely by his grace, 
through the redemption that is in Jeſus Chriſt. 8 

Rom. iv. 6. 7. 8. Even as David alſo deſcribeth the 
bleſſedneſs of the man unto wbom God imputetb righteouſneſſ 
without works, ſaying, Bleſſed are they whoſe iniquitics are 
forgiven, and whoſe fins are covered. Bleſſed is the man to 
whom the Lord will not impute fin. Pſal. li. 3. 4. For I ac- 

owledge my tranſgreſſions: and my fin is ever before me. 
Againſt thee, thee only have I ſinned, and done this evil in 
thy Gght: that thou mightſt be juſtified when thou ſpeakeſt, 
and be clear when thou judgeſt. And cxliii. a. O Lord, enter 
not into ju 1gment with thy ſervant: for in thy ſight ſball no 
man living be jaſtified, | EEE» 

U 2 


— 


commandment might become exceeding ſinful. For we know 
that the law is ſpiritual; but I am carnal, ſold under fin. Eph. 


. more then being now juſtified by his blood, we ſhall be ſaved 
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Pm guilty in my/elf always, 
Since ſin's demerit ever ſtays (n). 


Yet in my head Pm always free 

From proper guilt affecting me; 
Becauſe my 72 blood eancell'd 
The bond of curſes once me held (o). 


The guilt that pardon did divorce, | 
From legal threat'nings drew its force (p): 
But ſin's deſert that lodges ſtill, 

Is drawn from fin's intrinſic ill (). 


Were guilt nought elſe but ſin's deſert, 
Of pardon Fd renounce my part : 
For were I now in heav'n to dwell, 


I'd own my fins deſerved hell (7). 


oa ae ib. ES 
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(=) Rom. vii. 13. 14. Was then that which is good, made 
death unto me? God forbid. But fin, that it might appear ſin, 
working death in me by that which is good; that fin by the 


v. 6. Let no man deceive you with vain words: for becauſe of 
theſe things cometh the wrath of God upon the children of 
diſobedience. | | 
(0) Rom. v. 1. Therefore being juſtified by faith, we have 
peace with God, through our Lord Jeſvs Chriſt. v. 9. Much 


from wrath through him. v. ir. And net only ſo, but we 
alſo joy in God, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by whom we 
have now received the atonemer t. | 

(p) Gal. iii. 10. For as many as are of the works of the 
law, are under the curſe: for it is written, Curſcd is every 
one that continueth not in all things which are written in the 
bock of the law to do them. wv. 13. Chriſt hath redeemed us 
from the curſe of the law, being made a curſe for us: for it 
is written, Curſed is every one that hangeth on a tree. 

(q) Pſal. li. 4. Se letter (m) forecited. Luke xv. 18. 1 will 
ariſe, and $9 to my father, and will fay unto him, Father, I 
bave ſinned againſt heaven, and before thee. 

(r) Luke xv. 19. And am no more worthy to be called thy 
ſon. Rev. v. 4 And 1 [Jobn] wept much, becauſe no man was 
found worthy to open, and to read the book, neither to look 
thereon. . 9. And they ſung a new fong, ſaying, Thou art 
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This does my higheſt wonder move 
At matchleſs juſtifying love, 

That thus ſecures from endleſs death 
A wretch deſerving double wrath {/}. 


Though well my black deſert I know, 
Yet I'm not liable to wo; 

While full and'complete righteouſneſs 
Imputed for my freedom is (5). 


worthy to take the book, and to open the ſeals thereof: for 
thou waſt ſlain, and haſt redeemed us to God by thy blood, 
out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation. 
u It. 12- 13- And I beheld, and I heard the voice of many 
angels round about the throne, and the beaſts, aad the elders : 
and the number of them was ten thoufand times ten thouſand, 
and thouſands of thouſands : ſaying with a loud voice, Worthy 
is the Lamb that was ſlain, to receive power, and riches, and 
wiſdom, and ſtrength, . and honour, and glory, and bleſſing. 
And every creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and 
under the earth, and ſuch as are in the ſea, and all that are in 
them; heard I, ſaying, Bleſſing, and honour, aud glory, and 
wer be unto him that fitteth upon the throne, and unto the 
amb for ever and ever. 

(/) Rom. vii. 24-25. O wretched man that I am! who ſhall 
deliver me from the body of this death? I thank God; 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, Chap. viii. 1. There is there- 
fore now no-condemnation to them which are in Chriſt Jeſus, . 
who walk not after the fleſh, but after the Spirit. 1 Tim, i. 
13. Who was before a blaſphemer, and a perſecutor, and in- 
jurious. But I obtained mercy, becaufe I did it ignorantly, in 
unbelief. v. x5. I6. 7. This is a faithful ſaying, and wor 
of all acceptation, that Chriſt Jeſus came into the world to 
fave ſinners; of whom I am chief. Howbeit, for this cauſe 1 
obtained mercy, that in me firſt Jeſus Chriſt might ſhew forth 

all long-ſuffering, for pattern to them which ſhould hereafter 
believe on him to life everlaſting. Now unto the King eternal, . 
immortal, inviſible, the only wiſe God, be honour and glory, . 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

(s) 1 Cor. i. 30. But of him are ye in Chriſt Feſus, who of © 
God is made unto vus—righteouſneſs—_and redemption. 2 Cor. 
v. 21. God hath made Chriſt to be fin for us, who knew no 
fin; that we might be made the righteouſneſs of God in him. 
Rom. iv. 11. And he [Abraham] received the ſign of cireumci- 
fon, a ſeal of the righteouſneſs of the faith which he had yet 
being uncircumciſed : that he might be the father of all them . 
dhat believe, though they be —2 circumciſed ; that righteouſ- 
3 
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Hence my fecurity from wrath 7 
As firmly ſtands on Jeſus” death (t), I 
As does my title unto heav'n p 
Upon his great obedience giv'n (u). F 
The ſentence Heav'n did full pronounce, 


Has pardon'd all my fins at once ; 
And ev'n from future crimes acquit, 
Before I could the facts commit (v). 


I'm always in a pardon'd ſtate- * 
Before and after fin (w) ; but yet, 


neſs might be .imputed unto them alſo. v. 22. 23. 24 2+ 
And therefore it was imputed-to him for righteouſneſs. Now 
it was not written for his ſake alone, that it was imputed to 
him; but for vs alſo, to whom it ſhall be imputed, if we be 
lieve on him that raiſed up Jeſus our Lord from the dead, who 
eas delivered for our offences, and was raiſed again for our 

Juſtification. | 

e) Rom. v. 9. Much more then being now juſtified. by his 

blood, we ſhall be ſaved from wrath through him. | 

(s) Rom. v. 17. 18. 19.— They which receive abundance of 

grace, and of the gift of righteouſneſs, ſhall reign in life b 

one, Jeſus Chriſt. —By the righteouſneſs of one, the free gi 
came upon all men unto juſtification of life. By the obedi- 
diener of one ſhall many be made righteous. v. 21. Grace 
reigns through righteouſneſs unto eternal life, by Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord. 

( Pfal. eiii. 3. Bleſs the Lord, O my ſoul, —who forgiveth 
all thine iniquities; whe healeth all thy diſeaſes 2 Cor. v. 
19. God was in Chriſt, reconciling the world unto himſelf, 
not imputing their treſpaſſes unto them. v. a1. See letter (3) 
above cited. Dan. ix. 24 Seventy weeks are determined upon 
thy people, and upon thy holy city, to finiſh the tranſgreſſion, 
and to make an end of fins, and to make reconciliation for in- 
iquity, and to bring in everlaſting righteouſneſs. IC. liv. 10. 
For the mountains ſhall depart, and the hills be removed, but 
my kindneſs ſhall not depart from thee, neither ſhall the co- 
venant of my peace be removed, faith the Lord, that hath 
mercy on thee. Heb. viii. 12. For I will be merciful to their 
uorighteouſneſs, and their ſins and their iniquities will I re- 
member no more. | 

(w) Rom. viii. 1. There is therefore now no condemnation 
to them which are in Chriſt Jeſus, who walk not after the fleſh, 
but after the Spirit. v. 33. 34. 35. 37. 38. 39. Who ſhall 12 
any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God that juſt 
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That vainly I preſume not hence, 
I'm ſeldom pardon'd to my ſenſe (x). 


Sin brings a vengeance on my head, 
Though from avenging wrath I'm freed (y). 
And though my fins all pardon'd be, | 
Their pardon's not apply'd to me (2). 


Thus though I need no pardon. more, 
Yet need new pardons ev'ry. hour *, 
In point of application free ; 

Lord, waſh ariew, and pardon me. 
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fieth : who. is he that condemneth? It is Chriſt that died, 72 f 
rather, that is riſen again, who is even at the right hand of 
God, who alſo maketh interceſſion for us. Who ſhall ſeparate 
us from the love of Chriſt, ſhall tribulation, or diſtreſs, ar 
perſecution, or famine, or nakedneſs, or peril, or ſword? Nay, 
in all theſe things we are more than conquerors, through him 
that loved us. For I am perſuaded, that neither death, .nor 
life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things 
preſent, nor things to come, nor height, mor depth, nor any 
other creature, ſhall be able to ſeparate us from the love of 
God which is in Chriſt Jeſus our Lor. 

(r) Pal. xxv. 11. For thy name's ſake, O Lord, pardon 
mine iniquity : for it is great. And li. 8. 9. Make me to hear 
joy and gladneſs: that the bones which thou haſt broken, may 
rejoice. Hide thy face from my fins; and blot out all mine 


* v. 12. Reſtore unto me the joy of thy ſal vation: 
an 


uphold me with thy free Spirit. 

(y) Pal. xcix. 8. Thou anſweredſt them, O Lord our God: 
thou waſt a God that forgaveſt them, though thou tookeſt 
vengeance of their inventions. 1 Theſſ. i. 10. And to wait for 
his Son from heaven, whom he raiſed from the dead, even Je- 
ſus which delivered us from the wrath to come. 

(z) Pſal. xxxv. 3- Q Lord, ſay ur.to my ſoul, I am thy fab 
vation. And IEXXv. 8. I will hear what God the Lord will 
ſpeak : for he will Tpeak peace unto his people, and to his ſaints: 
but let them not turn again te, folly. ' Matth. ix. 2. And be- 
hold, they brought to him a man ſick of the palſy, lying 
on a bed: and Jeſus ſeeing their faith, ſaid unto the ſick of 
the palſy, Son, be of 3 cheer, thy ſins be forgiven thee. 

Matth. vi. 12. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors. 1 John i. 2. 8. If we walk in the light, as God is in 
the light, we have fellowſhip one with another, and the blood 
of Jeſus Chtiſt his Son cleanſeth us from all fin. If we ſay, that we 
have no fin, we deceive ourſelves, and the truth is uot in us. 
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(% John vi. 46. And this is the will of him that ſent me, 
that every one which ſeeth-the Son, and believeth on him, 
may have everlaſting life, 


thou haſt ſeen me, thou haſt believed: bleſſed are they that 
have not ſeen, and yet have believed; 


face from the houſe of Jacob, and I will look for him. Chap. 
L 10. Who is among you that feareth the Lord, that obeyeth 
the voice of his ſeryant, that walketh in darkneſs, and 


no light? let him truſt in the name of the Lord, and ſtay up- 
on his God. . © 


of your faith in the Lord Jeſus, and love unto all the ſaints, 
ceaſe not to give thanks for you, making mention of you in 
my prayers; that the God of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Fa- 
ther of glory, may give unto you the Spirit of wiſdom and re- 
velation, in the knowledge of him: the eyes of your under- 
ſtanding being enlightened ; that ye may know what is the hope 
of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inhert 
tance in the ſaints, and what is the exceeding greatneſs of his 
power to us-ward who believe, according to the working of his 
mighty power, &c. 2 Cor. iv. 6: For God who commanded 
the light.to ſhine out of darkneſs, bath ſhined in our hearts, 
to. give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God, in the 
face of Jeſus Chriſt. 
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SECT. XV. 


The myſtery of faith and ſight, of which more, Part vi. B 


Chap. 4. 


Trange contradictions me befal, 
I can't believe unleſs I ſee (a); 
Yet never can believe at all, | 

Till once I ſhut the ſeeing-eye (5). | N 


When ſight of ſweet experience 

Can give my faith no helping hand (c), 
The ſight of ſound intelligence 

Will give it ample ground to ſtand Cd). 


I walk by faith, and not by ſight (e): 
Yet knowledge does my faith refound (J), 


(6) John xx. 29 Jeſus ſaith unto him, Thomas, becauſe 


(c) If. viii. 17. And I will wait upon the Lord that hideth his - 


th 


(d) Eph. i. 15. 16 17. 18. 19. Wherefore I alſo, after I heard 


(c) 2 Cor. v. 7. For we walk by faith, not by ſight. 
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Which cannot walk but in the light (g), 
Ev'n when experience runs a- ground (+). 


By knowledge I diſcern and ſpy | 
In divine light the object ſhown (i); 
By faith I rake and cloſe apply 
The glorious object as mine own (&). 


My faith thus ſtands on divine light, 
Believing what it clearly ſees (/); 

Yet faith is oppoſite to ſight, | 
Truſting its ear, and not its eyes (m). 


Faith liſt' ning to a ſweet report, 


Still comes by hearing, not by ſight (n); 
Let is not faith of ſaving ſort, | 
But when it ſees in divine light (o). 


In fears I ſpend my vital breath, 
In doubts I waſte my paſſing years (); 


John ii. 11. This beginning of miracles did Jeſus in Cana 
of Galilee, and manifeſted forth his glory ; and his diſciples 
believed on him. 


(s) Pfal. ix. 10. And they that know thy name, will put 
their truſt in thee. | . 
() Pſal. xxvii. x4. Wait cn the Lord: be of good courage, 
and he ſhall ſtrengthen thine heart: wait, I ſay, on the Lord. 

(/) 2 Cor. iii. 18. But we all with open face, beholding as in 
a glz1s the glory of the Lord, are changed into the ſame image, 
from glory to plory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. 

(t) John i. 12, But as many as received him, to them gave 
he power to become the ſons of God, even to them that believe 
on his'name. | 

(/) Gal. i. 16. But when it pleaſed God—to reveal his Son 
in me, that 1 might preach bim among the Heathen ; immedi- 
diately I conferred not with fleſh and blood. 

n Eph. i. 13. In Chriſt ye alſo truſted after that ye heard 
| the word of truth, the go; vel of your ſalvation. | 

(») Rom. x. 17. So then, faith cometh by hearing, and 
hearing by the word of God. 

(e Pfal. xxxvi. 2. How excellent is thy loving-kindneſs, O 


God! therefore the children of men put their truſt under the 


ſhadow of thy wings. vg. For with thee is the fountain of life: 
in thy light ſhall we ſee light. 


y 
(p) Pal. lxxvii. 3. 4. 1 remembered God, and was troubled: 


4 i... 
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Yet till the life I live is faith, 
The oppoſite of doubts and fears (g). 
Tween clearing faith and clouding ſenſe, 

I walk in darkneſs and in light (r). 
I'm certain oft, when in ſuſpenſe, 
While ſure by faith, and not by fight (2). 


T complained, and my ſpirit was overwhelmed. 8 Thoy 
holdeſt mine eyes waking: I am ſo troubled thay I cafinot ſpeak, 
John xx. 25. But Thomas ſaid unto the- other diſciples, Ex 
cept I ſhall ſee in his hands the print of the nails, and put 
my finger into the print of the nails, and thruſt my hand into 
his fide, I will not believe. Luke zxiv. ar. We truſted that 
it had been he which ſhould have redeemed Iſrael. 

_ (f) Gal. ii. 20. I am crucified with Chriſt : Nevertheleſs [ 
live; yet not I, but Chriſt liveth in me: and the life which [ 
now live in the fleſh, I live by the faith of the Son of God, who 
loved me, and gave himſelf for me. Mark v. 36. As ſoon u 
Jeſus heard the word that was ſpoken, he faith unto the ruler 
of the ſynagogue, Be not afraid, only believe. Marth. viii 
26, And Jeſus ſaith unto his diſciples, Why are ye ſo fearful, 
O ye of little faith? Chap. xiv. 3. And Jeſus ſaid unto Peter, 
O thou of little faith, wherefore didſt thou doubt? 

(Job xxix. 1. 2 3. Moreover, Job continued his parable, 
and ſaid, Oh that I were as in months paſt, as in the days 
when God preſerved me: when his candle ſhined upon m 
head, and when by his light I walked through darkneſs. P 
exil. 4. Unto'the upright there ariſcth light in the darkneſs. 
i Pet. i. 8. Whom having not ſeen, ye love; in whom 
though now ye ſee him not, .yet believing, ye rejoice with 
joy unſpeakable, and full of glory. Rom. iv. 18. 19. 20. 21. 
Abraham againſt hope believed in 3 that he might become 
the father of many nations; according to that which was ſpo- 
ken, So ſhall thy ſeed be. And being not weak in faich, he 
conſidered not bis own body now dead, when he was about an 
hundred years old, neither yet the deadneſs of Sarah's womb, 
Me ſtaggered not at the promiſe of God through unbelief ; but 
was ſtrong in faith, giving glory to God; and being fally per- 
ſuaded, that what he had promiſed, he was able alſo to per- 
form. Pal. IXxxix. r His ſeed fhall endure for ever, 

o 


and his throne as the ſon before me. It ſhall be eſtabliſhed for 


ever as the moon, and as a faithful witneſs in heaven. Selah. 
But thou haſt caſt off and abhorred, thou haſt been wroth with 
thine anointed. Thou haſt made void. the covenant of thy 
— : thou haſt profancd his crown, by caſting it to the 
© geo SHE | "Wy 


.* 
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SECT. XVI. 


The myſtery of faith and works, and rewards of 
grace and debt. | 


I. Of faith and works. 


E that in word offendeth not, : | 
Is call'd a perfect man I wot (a); 
et he whoſe thoughts and deeds are bad, 


The law-perfeCtion never had (6). 

I am deſign'd a perfect foul, 

Ev'n though I never kept the whole, 

Nor any precept (c); for 'tis known, 

He breaks them all, that breaks but one (d). 
By faith I do perfection claim (e), 
By works I never graſp the name : 


% Jam. il. 2. Mong man offend not in word, the ſame is 

a perfect man, and able alſo to bridle the whole body. | 

(5) yo. ti. 10. For whoſoever ſhall keep the whole law, and 

yet offevd in one point, he is guilty of all. 5 

(c) Rom. iv. 5. 6. To him that worketh not, but believeth 

on him that juſtiſ eth the ungodly, his faith is counted for 
0 


ighteouſneſs. Even as David alſo deſcribeth the bleſſedneſi 


the man unto whom God imputeth righteouſneſs without 
works. Job i. x. There was a man in the land of Us, whoſe 


name was Job, and that man was perfect and vpright, and 


one that feared God, and eſchewed evil. Pal. 1 16. I will 
30 in the ſtrength of the Lord God; Iwill make mention of 
thy rightcouſneſs, even of thine only. Ecel. vii. 20. For there 
is not a juſt man upon earth, that doth good, and ſinneth not. 

(d) Jam. ii. xo. See letter (b). ALLE. 

te) Phil. iii. 9. I count all things but dung, that I may win 
Chriſt, and be found in him, not having mine own righteouſ- 
neſs, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith 
of Chriſt, the righteouſneſs which is of God by faith. 


Y Gal. ii. 16. Knowing that a man is not juſtified by the 
works of the law, but by the faith of Jeſus Chriſt: even we 
have believed in Jeſus Chriſt; that we might. be juſtified by the 
faith of Chriſt, and not by the works of the law : for by the 
works of the law ſhall no fleſh be juſtified. 


him ? ; 


for he that cometh to God, muſt believe that he is, and that 


23- Whatſoever is not of faith, is fin. 


dead, fo faith without works is dead alſo. 


there is no difference. Chap. iv. 4. 5. 6. Now to him that 


fieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteouſneſs. Even 
as David alſo deſcribeth the bleſſedneſs of the man ugto whom 
God impureth righteouſneſs wrhout works. 


.hath whereof he might truſt in the fleſh, I more :—touching 


the righteouſneſs which is in the law, blameleſs. But what 
things were gain to me, thoſe I counted loſs for Chriſt. Yea 


- own righteouſneſs, which is of the law, but that which is 
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Yet without works my faith is nought (Cg). 
And thereby no perfection brought. 


Works without faith will never ſpeed (5), 
Faith without works is wholly dead (i): 
Yet I am juſtify'd by faith, 
Which no law-works adjutant hath (A). 


Yea, goſpel-works no help can lend (/), 
Though ſtill they do my faith attend (m): 
Yet faith by works is perfe made, © 
And by their preſence juſtify'd (n). f 
9 Jam. ii. 14. What doth it profit, my brethren, th 
* 2 he bath faith, and Sax won Ba. Bo, faith 455 


() Heb. xi. Without faith it is impoſſible ts pleaſe God: 


he is a rewarder of them that diligently ſeek him. Rom. xiv. 


(5) Jam. ii. 17. Even ſo faith if it hath not works, is dead 
being alone. v. 26. For as the body without the ſpirit is 


Rom. iii. 21. 22. But now the righteauſneſs of God with- 
out the law is manifeſted. being witneſſed by the law and the 
ophets ; even the righteouſneſs of God which is by faith of 
ſus Chriſt unto all, and upon all them that believe; for 


worketh, is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt. 
But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that juſti- 


(4) Phil. iii. 4. 6. 7. 8. 9 If any other man thinketh that he 


doubtleſs, and I count all things but loſs, for the excellency of 
the knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus my Lord: for whom I have 
ſuffered the loſs of all things, and do count them but dung 
that I may win Chriſt, and be found in him, not having mine 


through the faith of Chriſt, the righteouſneſs which is of God 
by faith. IC Ixiv. 6. But we are all as an unclean thing, and 
all our righteouſneſſes are as filthy rags. Hoſ xiii. 9 O Iſrael 


thou haſt deſiroyed thyſelf, but in me is thine help. IC xl. 


24. 25+ Surely, ſhall one ſay, in the Lord have I righteouſ- 
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But works with faith could never vie, 
And only faith can juſtify (o): 

Yet ſtill my juſtifying faith 

No juſtifying value hath (p). 


neſs and ſtrength: even to him ſhall men come, and all that 
are incenſed againſt him ſhall be aſhamed. In the Lord- ſhall 
all the ſeed of Iſrael be jultified, and ſhall glory. 

( Tit. iii. 8. This is a faithful ſaying, and theſe things I 
will that thou affirm conſtantly, that they which have believed 
in God, might be careful td maintain good works: theſe 
things are good and profitable unto men. Jam. ii. 18. Tea, a 
man may ſay, Thou haſt faith, and I have works: ſhew me thy 
faith without thy works, and I will ſhew thee my faith by my 

works. 


(n) Jam. ii. 21. 22. Was not Abraham our father juſtified by 
works, when he had offered Iſaac his ſon upon the altar? 
Seeſt thou how faith wrovghe with his works, and by works 
was faith made perfect? v. 24. Ye ſee then how that by 
works a man is juſtified, and not by faith only. | 

(e) Rom. iv. 16. Therefore it is of faith, that it might be 
by grace; to the end the promiſe might be ſure to all the ſeed, 

ik. iii. 4.—7. But after that the kindneſs and love of God 
our Saviour toward man appeared, not by works of righteouſ- 
neſs, which we have done, but according to his mercy he ſaved 
us by the waſhing of regeneration, and renewing of the Hol 
Ghoſt: which he ſhed on us abundantly, through ſeſus Chritt 
our Saviour; that being juſtified by his grace, we ſhould be 
made heirs according to the hope of eternal life. Acts x. 
43. To him give all the prophets witneſs, that through his 
_ wheſoeyer believeth in him, ſhall receive remiſhon of 

8. 15 | i TY 

(p) Gal. iii. 21. 22. Is the law then againſt the promiſes of 
God? God forbid : for if there had been a law given which 
could have given life, verily righteouſneſs ſhould have been 
by the law. But the ſcripture hath concluded all, under fin, 
that the promiſe by fauh of Jeſus Chriſt might be given to 
them that believe. Luke xxii. 31. 32. And the Lord faid, 
Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath defired to have you, that 
de may ſift you as wheat: but I have prayed for thee, that thy 
Faith fail rot; and when thou art converted, ſtrengthen thy 
brethren. 2 Cor. iii. 3. Not that we are ſufficient of ourſelves 
to think any thing as of- ourſelves : but our ſufficiency is of 

God. Chap. xii. 5. Of ſuch an one will I glory: yet of my- 
£lf 1 will not glory, but in mine infirmitics, 7 

| X ; 


— 
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Lo, juſtifying grace from heay'n 
Is foreign ware, and freely giv'n . 
And ſaving faith is well content 
To be a mere recipient (r). 


Faith's active in my ſanctity //: | 
Bat here its act it will deny (s), ² ; 

And frankly own it never went | 
Beyond a paſſive inſtrument (t). 


of the gift of righteouſneſs, 
Chriſt. Chap. iii. 24. Being juſtified freely by his grace, through 


the redemption that is in Jeſus. Chriſt. 

(4) Rom. v. 11. And not only fo, but we alſo joy in God 
through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by whom we have now rec 
ved the atonement. . 17+ See letter (h 1 
J Gal. v. 6. For in Jeſus Cbriſt, neither circumciſion » 
vaileth any thing, ner uncirtamciſion, but faith which worket 
by love. Ads xv. g. God put no difference between us. af 
them, . purifying, their | hearts by faith. Chap. xxvi. 18. U 
open their eyes, and to turn them frem darkneſs to light, ant 
from the power of Satan unto God, that they may receive fob 

iveneſs of ſins, and inheritance among them which are fans 
tified by faith, that is in me. 

Cl. Rom. iv.,x6. Therefore-it-is of faith, that it might be by 
grace. Chap«.xi..6. And if by grace, then is it no more. 
Works: otherwiſe grace is no more grace. * 

(1) Eph. ii. 8. 9. For by grace are ye ſaved, through faith: 
and that not of yourſelyes: it is the gift of God: not 4 
works, leſt any man ſhould boaſt. 1 Cor. iv- 2. For who ms 
keth thee to differ from another? and what haſt thou that thi 
didſt not receive? now if thou digſt receive it, why doſt tha 
gory as if thou. hadſt not received it? Heb- xi. 22. Through 
faith alſo. Sarah herſelf received ſtrength to conceive ſeed, ad 
was delivered of a child when ſhe was paſt age, becauſe & 
1 him faithful who bad promiſed. v. 17. By faith Abe 

when be was tried, offered up Iſaac : and he that had 6 
ceived the yromilſes, offered up his only begotten ſon : v. 
Accounting Jae God was able to raiſe him up, even from 
dead; from; whence alſo he received him in a figure. wv» 
Women received their dead raiſed to life again: and ot 


were tortared, not accepting deliverance ; that they might ob 
, tain a better reſyrreQion, - , 2 


* 


„„ 4a —- 


aw 1A tw» 


Pan II. The Believer's Riddle, 443 
I labour much like holy Paul; 2 
And yet not I, but grace does all (v); 
- I try to ſpread my little fails, 
And wait for pow'rful moving gales (v). 


When pow'r's convey'd, I work; but fee, 
'Tis till his pow'r that works in me, 

I am an agent at his call, | * 

Yet nothing am, for grace is all (9. 


N. Of rewards of grace and debt. 8 
N all my works I ſtill _ | 

The recompence of full reward (&); 

et ſuch my working is withal, 

L look for no reward at all ( y). 


(% 1 Cor. xv To. But by the grace of God I am what I 
am: and his grace which was beſtowed upon me, was not in 
vain; but I laboured more abundantly than they all: yet not 
J, but the grace of God which was with me.. 

(v) Pal. Ixxi. 16, I will go in the ſtrength of the Lord God: 
F will make mention of thy 2 even of thme only. 
Song iv. 16. Awake, O north wind, and come, thou ſouth, 
blow upon my garden, that the ſpices thereof may flow out. 

(w) Phil ii. 12- 13. Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have al- 
ways obeyed, not es in my preſence only, but now much more 
in my abſence : work out your own ſalvat on with fear and 

"trembling. For it is God which worketh in you both to will 
and to do of his good pleaſure. Gal. ii. 20.1 am crucified 
with Chriſt :: Nevertheleſs I live ; yet not I, but Chritt liveth ' 
in me; and the life which I now live in the fleſh, I live by the 
faith af the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himſelf for' 
me. 2 Cor. xii. 9. And the Lord ſaĩd unto me; My grace is 
fuflicient for thee; for my ſtrength is made ect n weak- - 
nels. Moſt gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infir- 
mities, that the power of Chriſt may reſt upon me. | 

Y Heb. xi. 24 25. 26. By faith Moſes, when he was come 
to yea ts, refuſed to be called the ſon of Pharaoh's daughter: 
chooſing rather to ſuffer aflition with the people of God, 
than to enjoy the pleaſures of fin for « ſcaſor : eſteeming the 
reproach of Chriſt greater riches than the treaſures iv Egypt: 
for hg had reſpect unto the recompence of the reward. f 

G Tim. i. 9. God bath ſaved us, and called us with an 


holy calling, not according to * but according to his 
a 2 
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God's my reward exceeding great, 

No leſſer heay'n than this I wait (z): 
But where's the earning work ſo broad, 
To ſet me up an heir of God (a)? 


Rewards of debt, rewards of grace, 
Are oppoſites in ev'ry caſe (6); 111 
Yet ſure I am they'll both agree 

Moſt jointly in rewarding me (c). 


Though hell's my juſt reward for fin (d), 
Heav'n as my juſt reward T'll win (e). 


own purpoſe ard grace which was given us in Chriſt Jeſus, be. 
fore the world began. Tit. iii. 5. Not by works of righteoul- 
neſs, which we have done, but according to his mercy he ſaved 
ay the waſhing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy 
0 
(z) Gen. xv. 1. After theſe things the word of the Lord 
came unto Abram in a viſion, ſaying, Fear not, Abram : I am 
thy ſhield, and thy exceeding great reward. Pſal. Ixxiit. 25+ 
26. Whom have I in heaven but thee? and there is none 
upon earth that I deſire beſides thee. My fleſh and my heart 
faileth: but God is the ſtrength of my heart, and my portion 
for ever. ; | 
(a) Ezek. xxxvi. 32. Not for your fakes do I this, faith the 
Lord God, be it known unto you: be aſhamed and confounded 
for your own ways, O houſe of Iſrael. Rom. viii. 16. 17. The 
Spirit itſelf beareth witneſs with our ſpirit, that we are the 
children of God. And if children, then heirs ; heirs of God, 
and joint -heits with Chriſt. 
(5 Rom. iv. 4. Now to him that worketh, is the reward not 
reckoned of grace, but of debt. 1 . 
(e) Pſal. Iviii. 11. Verily there is a reward for the righteons : 
verily he is a God that judgeth in the earth. If. Iii. 11. Be- 
hold, the Lord hath proclaimed unto the end of the world, 
: we + ye to the daughter of Zion, Behold, thy ſalvation cometh; 
behold, his reward is with him, and his work before bim. 
And xl. 10. Behold, the Lord God will come with ſtrong hand, 
and his arm ſhall rule for him: behold, his reward is with him, 
and his work before him. ALY 97,4 S. 
(d) Rom. vi. 21. What fruit had ye then in thoſe things, 
whereof ye are now aſhamed? for the end of thoſe things is 
death. v. 23. The wages of fin is death. Eph. v. 6. Let no 
man deceive you with vain words: for becauſe of theſe things 
cometh the wrath of God upon the children of diſobe dience-. 
Gal. iii. 10. For as many as are of the works of the law, are 
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Both theſe my juſt rewards I know, 
Yet truly neither of them ſo . ITO 


Hell can't in juſtice be my lot, 

Since juſtice ſatisfaction got /); 

Nor heav'n in juſtice be my ſhare, 
Since mercy only brings me there g). 


' Yet heav'n is mine by ſolemn oath, 
In juſtice and in mercy both (5): 


vader the curſe: for it is written, Curſed is every one that 
continueth not in all things which are written in the book of 
the law to do them. | 1 
(e) Gal. iii. 13. 24. Chriſt hath redeemed us from the curſe 
of the law, being made a curſe for us: for it is written, Curſed 
is every one that hangeth on a tree : that the bleſſing of A. 
traham might come on the Gentiles through Jeſus Chriſt ; that 
we might receive the promife of the Spirit through faith. 
Eph. i. 13. 14 In Chriſt alſo after that ye believed, ye were 
ſealed with that holy Spirit of promiſe, which is the earneſt of 
our inheritance, until the redemption of the purchaſed poſſeſ- 
fon, unto the praiſe of his glory. Rom. v. 21. Grace re gns 
through righteouſneſs unto eternal life, by Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord. And vi. 23. The gift of God is eternal life, through 
Jeſus C_ — * * / 3 . 1 
through theſe o voices o and goſpe 
-(f) Rom. il. 47 26 Whom God hath ſet forth to be a propi- 
tiation, through faith in his blood, to declare his rightcouſneſs 
for the remiſſion of ſins that are paſt through the forbearance of 
God; to declare, I ſay, at this time his righteouſneſs ; that 
72 might be juſt, and the juſtiſier of him which believeth in 
* | . 


| (g) Rom. ix. 15. 16. God ſaith to Moſes, I will have mercy 
on whom 1 will have mercy, and I will have compaſſion on 
whom I will have compaſſion. So then it is not of him that 
willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of Go1 that ſheweth 
mercy. Tit. iii. 4-—7. But after that the kindneſs and love 
of God our Saviour toward man appeared, not by works of 
righteouſneſs, which we have done, but according to his mercy 
he ſaved us by the waſhing of regeneration, and renewing of 
the Holy Ghoſt : which he ſhed on us abundantly, throngh 
2 Chriſt our Saviour; that being juſtifed by his grace, we 
ould be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life 
(5) Pal. lxxxix. 35. 36. Once have I ſworn by my holineſs, 
that I will not lie unto David. Mis ſeed ſhall endure for ever, 
and his throne. as the ſan before me. Heb. vi. 17. 18. Whercin 
God willing more abundantly to ſhew unto the heirs of pro mile 
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And God in Chriſt is all my truſt, + 
Becauſe he's merciful and juſt (i). 


— 


coneLUSIioNn + | 


He is the riddle, where's the man - 
Of Judgement to expound ? 
For maſters fam'd that cannot ſcan, 
In Iſrael may be found (a. 
We juſtly thoſe in wiſdom's liſt 
| Eftabliſh'd ſaints may call, 
| Whoſe bitter-ſweet experience bleſt , 
Can clearly graſp it all (6). 


the immutability of his counſel, confirmed it by an oath : that 
by twe immutable things, in which. is was impoſſible for Gal 
to lic, we might have a ſtrong conſolation, who have fled fol 
Pa, to lay hold upon the hope ſet befare us. PA. lan 
14. JIuſtice and judgement are habitation of thy. throne 
mercy and truth ſhall ga before thy, face. u. 16. In thy nay 
ſhall. they rcjoice all tha day: and is. ®y L hal 
they be exalted. v. 24. But my faithfuln my mescy hall 
be with him [David my ſervant] : and. in my name ſhall bi 
horn be exalted. v. 28: My mescy will I Keep fos him fa 
evermore, and my covenant ſhall ſtand faſt with him, | 

(7) Heb. ii. ry. Wherefore in all things it behoved him to be 
made like unto his brethren: that he might be a merciful and 
faithful high prieſt, in things pertaining to God ta. make 1 
conciliation for the ſins of the people. x John i. 7 8. 9. If 
walk in the light, as God is in the light, we have fellowſhy 
one with another, and the blood of Jeſus Chriſt his Sun elta 
ſeth us from all fin. If ve ſay that we have no Gn, we deceive 
ourſelves, and the truth is not ip. us. If we.confels our fink 
he is faithful, and juſt to forgive us our ſins, and to eleanſe 
from all unrighteouſneſs. | 

(a) John iii. 10. Jeſus anſwered and ſaid unto Nicodemuy 
Art thou a maſter of Iſrael, and knoweſt not theſe things? 

(5 Matth. xi. 25. At that time Jeſus anſwered. and ſaid, 1 
thank thee, O Father, Lord 6f heaven and earth, becauſe thog 
haſt hid theſe things from the wiſe and prudent, and haſt r& 
vealed them unto babes. And xiii. 11. Jeſus anſwered and 
faid unto his diſciples, Becauſe it is given unto you to know 
the myſterics of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it is nd 
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Some babes in gra grace may re 
Yet aiming right ſucceed 2 
But rangers they in Iſr'el ar 


Who not at all cap bend C. 


: 
7 *s 


(0) 1 Cor. iii. 2. 3. Mis et ns EE es 
you as unto ſpiritual, but as unfo carnal, even as unto babes 
in Chriſt. I have fed you with milk,  andrnot with meat: for- 
hitherto ye were not able to bear it, neither yet now are ye 
able. Heb. bf oi Peary ee. ht to 
teache e have need that one t on again w be tha 

— of the oracles of God; 2 become ſuch as- 
have need of milk, and not of Giropg meat. For. ev 
that uſeth milk is unſłilful in the word of rigſteouſpeſs: 
is a babe. But ſtrong meat beiongeth to them that ws of fal 
age, even thoſe who, by reaſon of uſe, have their ſenſes en- 
erciſed to diſcern both good and evil. And-vic 1. Therefore 
leaving tbe principles of the doctrine of Chriſt, let us go on 
unto. perfection; not layin yipg again the Freadationref repebtance 
from dead works, and of faith towards God, 1 Jon 
132. 13. 1 write unto you, little children, ba: your fins are 


children; becauſe ye. have known the Father. 
7] 2 Cor. iv. 3. 4 But if our goſpel be kid, it is 
them that are loſt: iv whom the god of this world hath blind: 
| ed the minds of them which believe not, leſt 7 light of the 


— 5 Wan af * who, i the image of God, ſhould 


t 


_ forgiven you for his name's ſake .- write unto you * | 
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The BELIEvVER's LoDGING and 
Inn while on earth; © TY 


O R, 
A Poem and Paraphraſe upon Pſal. Ixxxiv. 


Ver. 1. How amiable are thy tabernacles, '0 Lord 
of hoſts ! | 


Enovan, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
Sole Monarch of the univerſal hoſt; | 
Whom the attendant armies ſtill revere, 
Which in bright robes ſurround the higher ſphere ; 
Whoſe ſov'reign empire ſways the helliſh band 
Of ranked legions in th' infernal land; 
Who hold'ſt the earth at thy unrival'd beck, 
And ſtay'ſt proud forces with a humbling check; 
- Ev'n thou whoſe name commands an awful dread, 
Yet deigns to dwell with man in very deed ; 
O what refreſhment fills the dwelling-place 
Of thine exuberant unbounded grace ! 
Which with ſweet pow'r does joy and praiſe extort, 
In Zion's tents, thine ever-lov'd reſort : 
W here glad'ning ſtreams of mercy from above 


Make ſouls Lrim-full of warm ſeraphic love. 
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Of ſweeteſt odours all thy garments ſmells 1 \ 
Thy diſmal abſence proves a thouſand hells, 
But heav'ns of joy are where thine honour dwells. 


Ver. 2. My ſoul longeth, yea, even fainteth for the 
courts of the Lord ; my heart and my fleſh crieth 
out for the living God. JEW. eit 


Therefore on thee I centre my defire, 
Which veh'mently burſts out in ardent fire. 
Deprived, ah ! I languiſh in my plaint, 

My bones are feeble, and my fpirits faint. 

My longing ſoul pants to behold again 

Thy temple fill'd with thy majeſtic train 

Thoſe palaces with heav'nly odour ſtrew'd, 
And regal courts, where Zion's King is view'd : 
To ſee the beauty of the higbeſt One, 

Upon his holy mount, his lofty throne: 

Whence virtue running from the living Head 
Reſtores the dying, and revives the dead. 

For him my heart with cries repeated ſounds, _ 
To which my fleſh with echoes loud rebounds; _. 
For him, for him, who life in death can give, ) 
For him, for him, whoſe ſole prerogative 

Is from and to eternity to live. 


Ver. 3. Yea, the ſparrow hath found an houſe, and 
' the fwallew a neft for herſelf, where ſbe may lay 
her young, even thine altars, O Lord of hoſts, my 
King, and my God. "1 0 N 


Alas! how from thy lovely dwellings I, 

Long baniſh'd, do the happy birds envy ; | 
Which, chooſing thy high altars for their neſt, © 
On rafters of thy tabernacle reſt ! 25 
Here dweljs the /parrow of a chirping tongue, 
And here the fwallow'lays her tender young: 
Faint {acrilege ! they ſeize the ſacred ſpot, 
And ſeem to glory o'er my abſent lot. 
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Yet ſure I have more ſpecial right to thee 
Than all the brutal hoſts of earth and ſea :: 


That Soy'reign, at whoſe government bos, 
Is wholly mine by his — vow z * 


My King to rule my heart, and quell my foes, ( 


My God t — my well from preſent vox, 
And crown — glory at the cloſe. 


Ver. 4. Bleſſed are. they that dwell in thy houſe A 
they will be flill praiſing thee. . 5 


O happy they that haunt thy houſe below, 
And to thy royal ſanctuary flow; 
Not for itſelf, but for ts glorious One, 

Who there inhabits his 3 throne ! 

Others paſs by, but here their dwelling is; 

O happy people crown'd with bays of bliſs ! 
Bleſs'd with the ſplendid luſtre of his face, 
Bleſs'd with the bigh melodious ſound of grace, 
'That wakens ſouls into a ſweet amaze, 

And turns their ſpirits to a harp of praiſe ; 
Which loudly makes the lower temple ring: 
With hallelujabt to the mighty King: ( 
And thus boy antedate the nobler ſong 5 


Of that celeſtial and triumphant throng, 
Who warble notes of praule eternity along. 


Ver. g. Bleſſed is the man whoſe Hrength i is in thee 


What weights of bliſs their happy ſhoulders load, 
| Whole ſtrength lies treaſur d in a potent God? 
Self · drained ſouls, yet flowing to the brim, 
Becauſe void in 88 but full in- him. 
Adam the firſt diſcuſs'd their ſtock of ſtrength, 
The ſecond. well retriev'd.the ſum at length; 
- Who keeps't himſelf, a ſurer hand indeed, 
To 8 not as they liſt, but as they need. 
ing furies threaten ſudden harms,, _ 
He — xtends his e arms; 
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When Smais drives his pointed fiery darts, 


He gives them courage and undaunted hearts 
To — his deadly force with divine ſkill, | 

And adds new ftrength to do their Sov'reign's will: | 
When ſore hatafs'd by ſome outrageous luft, 
He. levelling its pow'r unto the duſt, 
Makes ſaints 20 own him worthy of their truſt. 


25 


Ver. 6. In whoſe hearts are the ways of them. Who 
' paſſing through the valley of Baca, — 


the rain alfo flloth the pooli. 


Such heav'n · born fouls are not to earth confin'd, 
Truth's high- way fills their elevated mind: 
Th * for Zion, preſs with forward aim, 
As r'el's-raales to old etuſalem. | 
Their holy path lies through a parched land, 
Through oppoſitions numerous and grand. 
Traverſing ſcorched deſarts, ragged rocks, 
And Baca's wither'd vale, like thirſty flocks : 
Yet with unſhaken vi 


vigour homeward go, 
Not mov'd by all oppoſing harms below. 


They digging wells. on this Gilboa top, 
The vale of Achor yields a door. of hope: 
For Heav'n in plenty does their labour crown, 
By making ſilver nde rs to trickle down; 
Till empty pools imbibe a pleaſant fill, 
And weary ſouls ate heart' ned up the hill, 


By maſſy drops of joy which down Aiſtill. 4 


Ver. 7. Thay go frem firength to * every one 
of them in Zion appeareth before God. 


Thus they, refreſhed by ſuperior aid, 
' Are not defatigated nor Almay'd; 


Becauſe they are, O truth of awful dread ! 

As potent as JEHovan in their Head. 

Hence they ſhall travel with triumphant minds, 
In ſpite of ragged — and boiſt tous winds. 


* 


1 
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The rougheſt ways their vigour ne'er abates, f 
arg their ſtrength redintegrates. 
When they through mortal blows ſeem to give o'er, 
Their ſtrength by intermitting gathers more. 
And thus they, with unweary'd zeal endu'd, _ 
Still as they journey have their ſtrength renew'd. 
80 glorious is the race, that once begun, : M4 
Each one contends his fellow to outrun; _ 

Till all uniting in a glorious band, © 


Before the Lamb's high throne adoring ſtand, 
And harp his lofty praiſe in Zion - land. 


Ver. 8. O Lord God of hofts, hear my rayer : ive 
ear, O God of Jacob. ; e in 8 


Great God of num'rous hoſts, who reigns alone 
The ſole poſſeſſor of th* imperial throne ; 
Since mental taſtes of thy delicious grace 
So ſweetly reliſh in thy holy place, 
This is the ſubject of my tabled pray'r, 
To have the viſion of thy glory there. 
O let my cry pierce the ethereal frame, 
And mercy's echo follow down the ſame, 
Omniſcient Being, favour my deſire, 
Hide not thy goodneſs in paternal ire: 
Why, thou haſt giv'n in an eternal band 
To Jacob and his ſeed thy royal hand, 
And promis'd by thy ſacred Deity, - 


His King and covenanted God to be: 
Therefore my hopes are center'd all in thee. 


„ 
- 
-.. 


Ver. 9. Behold, O God our ſhield, end look upon 
the face of thine ancinted. 


- Oranipotent, whoſe armour none can wield, 
Zion's great buckler and defenſive ſhield; 

Thy pure untainted eyes cannot behold 
Deſormed mortals in theu ſinful mold, 
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Unleſs their names be graved on the breaſt 
Of Zion's holy conſecrated Prieſt. 

When they his white and glorious garment wear, 
Then fin and guilt both wholly diſappear : 
Becauſe o'erwhelmed in the crimſon flood, 

And ocean of a dying Surety's blood : 

They alſo, veſted with his radiant grace, 

Reflect the luſtre of his holy face. 

They're not themſelves now, but divinely trim, 
For wholly what they are, they are in him: 
And hence JeHovan's all-diſcerning eye 
Cannot in them eſpy deformity. | 

Then look on him, Lord, _ in him on me. 


Ver. 10. For a day in thy courts is better than a 
thouſand : 1 had rather be a door -keeper in the houſe 


of my God, than to dwell in the tents of wickedneſs. 


May I poſſeſs, as thy domeſtic child, 

The houſe that by Jenovan's name is ſtyl'd : 
For royal glories deck thoſe courts of thine, 
Which with majeſtic rays fo brightly ſhine, 
That ſhowud my mind preſent an earth of gold, 
As full of worldly joys as earth can hold : 

Sweet grace ſo fills thy houſe, I'd grudge to ſpare 
One moment here, for thouſand ages there. 
No earthly object ſhall my love confine, 
That Being which poſſeſſes all, is mine. 
My ſpirit therefore rather would embrace 

The meaneſt office in his holy place, 
And by the threſhold of his houſe within, 
Than fit in ſplendor on a throne of fin. 
In Jeſus' courts I'd chooſe the loweſt place, 
At his ſaints feet, ſo 1 might ſee his face. 


Yea, tho' my lamp of outward peace ſhould * 


Moſt brightly, yet I would inceſſant mourn, 
While in a wicked Meſech I ſojourn. 


. 


_ Uprightnefs too of heart and life — fall 
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Ver. 17. For the Lord God is a fan and ſbield : the 
Lord will give grace and glory no good thing will 
he with-hold from them that walk uprightly. 


For God the Lord, whoſe courts I love to haunt, 
Is ev'ry thing that empty ſouls can want; 
A ſun for light, a ſhield for ſtrength ; yea more, 
On earth he gives his grace, in heav'n his glore. 
This radiant ſun, of life and light the ſource, 
Scatters the ſhades by's circumambient courſe ; 
Yea, guides bemiſted ſouls with heartſome beams, 
And glorioufly irradiating gleams. 
This maſſy ſhield is poliſh'd bright with pow'r, 
For helping weaklings in a per'lous hour. 
Here's all that weary travellers would have, 
A ſun to cheriſh, and a ſhield to ſave. 
Grace alſo here is giv'n t' adorn the foul, 
And yield to glory n the hea'nly pole. 
All divine treafure to the ſaint is due; 
Nothing's deny'd, if truth itſelf be true. 
The treaſure is ſo vaſt it can't be told; 
Nothing that God can give will God with-hold. 
To whom he doth his ſaving grace impact, 
To'them he gives himſelf, his hand, h' heart: 


Unto their ſhare, who having him, have all. 

In them the grace he gives, he ſtil} regards; 
Gives holinefs, and then his gift rewards. 

For to his own upright and divine brood 

He's bound to grant ev'n all that's great and good, > 
By's own ſure word, firm oath, and ſacred blood 


Ver. 12. O Lord of hofls, bleſſed is the man that 
trufteth in thee. 


O then, Jerova H, God of armies ſtrong, 
To whom the pow'rs of earth and heav'n belong; 
How vaſtly bleſſed is the fixed man, 
Who by a firm fiducial boldneſs can, 


par IV. The Behever's Lodging. 255 
Through grace and ſtrength diſpenſed from above, 

$ ſweetly ſcan the height of divine love, + 

As to derive his comfort wholly thence, 

And on this rock to found his confidence ? 

Whoſe faith has rear'd up for a firm abode 

A ſtable building on a living God? 

Who, ſpoil'd of human props both great and ſmall, 
Does chooſe a triune Deity for all? 

What ſcrolls of bliſs are in this 47 intoll'd, 

Is too ſublime for ſeraphs to unfold. 

Siſt, human wiſdom; in a deep amaze ! 

Let rapid floods of life his glory raiſe, 

Till time be diown'd in his eternal praiſe. 


Exerciſe for the BELIEVER i in his Lod- 
ging, fourfold.. 7g 


— 


1. De HOLY LAW. 


O R, | 1 
The Ten Commandments, Exod. xx. 3. &c. 


O God but me thou ſhalt adore. 
2. No image frame to bow before. 
3. My holy name take not in vain. 

4. My ſacred Sabbath don't profane. 

5 · To parents render due teſpect. 

6. All murder ſhun, and — 6 check. 

7. From filth and whoredom baſe abſtain. 
8. From theft and all unlawful gain. 

9. Falſe witneſs flee, and fland'cing ſpite. 
10. Nor covet what's thy neighbour's right. 
Y 2 
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. The UNHOLY HE ART the direct op peſite 
to God's law, Rom. vii. 14. 


o R, 
The knowledge of fin by the law, Rom. iii. 20. 


1. Y heart's to many gods a ſlave. 
2. Of imagery an hideous cave. 
3. An hoard of God - diſnon' ring crimes. 
4. A waſter baſe of holy times. 
5. A throne of pride and ſelf-conceit. 
6. A ſlaughter- houſe of wrath and hate. 
7. A cage of birds and thoughts unclean. 
8. A den of thieves and frauds unſeen, 
9. An heap of calumnies unſpent. 
10. A gulf of greed and diſcontent. 


3. The GLORIQUS GOSPEL. 


O R, 


And the abſolute need of this remedy inferred 
from the premiſſes. 


Ence I conclude and clearly ſee, 
There's by the law no lite tor me; 

Which damns each ſoul to endleſs thrall, 

Whoſe heart and life fulfils not all. 

W hat ſhall I do, unleſs for bail 

I from the law to grace appeal ? 

She reigns through Jeſus? righteouſneſs, 

Which giving juitice full redreſs, 

On grace's door, this motto grav'd, 

Let fin be damn'd, and ſinners ſav'd. 


| 
| 
Chriſt the end of the law for righteoufneſs, Rom. x. 4 


P. 
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O wiſdom's deep myſterious way 

Lo, at this door Pll waiting ſtay, 

Till fin and hell both paſs away. 

But in this bliſs to ſhew my part, 

Grant, through thy law grav'd in my heart, 
My life may ſhew thy graving art. 
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4. The PRAYER of FAITH. © 


Which may be conceived in the following words 
of a certain author. 


M tuus in vita, tua ſunt mea funera, Chriſte ; 
Da, precor, imperii ſceptra tenere tui. 
Cur etenim, moriens, tot vulnera ſæva tuliſti, 
Si non ſum regni portio parva tui? 


Cur rigido latuit tua vita incluſa ſepulchro, 
Fi non eft mea mors morte fugata tua? 

Ergo mihi certam preſtes, O Chriſte, ſalutem, 
Meque tuo lotum ſanguine, Chrijte, juva. 


Which may be thus engliſbed : 


Jeſus, Pm thine in life and death, 
Oh let me conqu'ring hold thy throne, 
Why ſhar'd the croſs thy vital breath, 


If not to make me ſhare thy crown ? 


Why laid in jail of cruel grave, 
If not thy death from death me free ? 
Then, Lord, infure the bliſs I crave, 
Seal'd with thy blood, and ſuccour me. 
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The BELIEVERA's SoLILO OUT; 
eſpecially in tunes of dęſertion, tempia- 
tion, affliction, 3 7 Y 
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The dtd ue bing for perfeRt freedum from! 


H mournful caſe ! what can afford 
Contentment, when an abſent Lord 

Will now his kindneſs neither prove 

By ſmiles of grace, nor lines of love! 


What heart can joy, what ſoul can ſing, 
While winter over runs the ſpring ?. 

I die, yet can't my death condole ; 
Lord, ſave a dying, drooping ſoul. 


In pain, yet unconcern'd I live, 
And languiſh when I ſhould believe. 
Lord, it thou ceaſe to come and ſtay, 
My ſoul in fin will pine away. 


In fin, whoſe ill no tongue can tell, 
To live is death, to die is bell; 


pin r V. Pr Believer's' Soliliquy. . 
O fave, if not from thrall's arreſt,” | 
Yet ſave me, Lord, from fin at leaſt. 


This for his merit's ſake I ſeek, -- 
Whoſe blood and wounds do mercy ſpeak ; ; 
Who left the rank of glorious choirs, 


And heav'nly flow'rs for earthly briers. 
Our Samſon took an holy nap 

Upon our feeble nature's lap: 

He wand'ring in a pilgrim's weed, 
Did taſte our griefe, to help our need. 


Earth's futy did upon dim light Ke. 
ſpite ! 


How black was Herod* 
Who, to be fure of murd'ring one, 
Leſt he be ſpar'd did pity none ! 


Hell hunts the Babe a few days old, 
That came to rifle Satan's fold: 
All hands purſu'd him ev'n to death, 

'Fhat came to ſave from fin and wrath. 


O mercy ! ignoraat of bounds ! 
Which all created thought confounds ; 
He ran outright a faving race 

For them that unto death him chaſe. * 


O fin ! how heavy is thy weight, 

That preſs'd the'glorious God of might, - 
Till proſtrate on the freezing ground, 
He ſweat his clotted blood around! 


His hand the pond'rous globe does prop, 
This weight ne'er made him fweat a drop: 
But when ſin's load upon him lies, 


He falls and ſweats, and grones and dies. 


Alas ! if God fink under ſin, 

How ſhall the man that dies therein? 
How deeply down, when to the load 
He adds the ſlighted blood of God? 
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Lord, let thy fall my riſe obtain, 
Thy grievous ſhame my glory gain; 


Thy croſs my laſting crown procure, 
Thy death my endleſs life inſure. 


O ſend me down a draught of love,. 
Or take me hence to drink above : 
Here Marah's water fills my cup, 
But there all griefs are ſwallow'd up. 


Love here is ſcarce a faint defire,” 
But there the ſpark's a flaming fire. 
Joys here are drops that paſling flee, 
But there an ever - flowing ſea. 


My faith, that ſees ſo darkly here, 
Will there cefign to viſion clear: 
My hope, that's here a weary groan, 
Will to fruition yield the throne. 


Here fetters hamper freedom's wing, 
But there the captive is a king : 

And grace is like a bury'd ſeed, 

But finners there are ſaints indeed. 


My portion's here a crumb at beſt, 

But there the Lamb's eternal feaſt : 
My praiſe is now a ſmother'd fire, 

But then III fing and never tire. 


Now duſky ſhadows cloud my day, 
But then the ſhades will flee away: 
My Lord will break the dimwing glaſs, 
And ſhew his glory face to face. 


My num'rous foes now beat me down, 


But then I'll wear the victot's crown; 


Yet all the revenues VII bring 
To Zion's everlaſting King. 


Pat 


The deſerted believer's prayer under complaints of 


-— 


And loſe, by raifing vain diſputes, 


PART V. 


The Believers Soliloquy. 261 
SECT. IL 


unbelief, darkneſs, deadneſs, and hardneſs. 


Hat means this wicked, wand'ring heart ? 
This trembling ague of my ſoul ? 
Would Jeſus but a look impart, | 
One look from him would make me whole. 


But will he turn to me his face, 

From whom he juſtly did withdraw; 
To me who lighted all that grace 

I in my paſt experience ſaw ? 


Lord, for thy promiſe fake return, 
Apply thy pard'ning, cleanſing blood; 

Look down with pity on a worm, 
With cov'nant-mercy do me good. 


When thy free Sp'rit the word applies, 
And kindly tells me thou art mine, 
My faithleſs ſinking heart replies, 
Ah Lord! I wiſh I could be thine. 


My faith's ſo *nighted in my doubts, 
I caſt the offer'd good away, 


The wonted bleſbngs of the day. 


Was e'er one preſs'd with ſuch a load, 
Or pierc'd with ſuch an unſeen dart; 
To find at once an abſent God, 
And yet, alas! a cateleſs heart! 


Such grief as mine, a griefleſs grief, 
Did ever any mortal ſhare ! 
An hopeleſs hope, a lifeleſs life, 


Or ſuch unwonted careleſs care? 


"Tis fad, Lord! when for night's ſolace 
Nor moon, nor ſtarry gleams appear; 
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Yet worſe, when in this diſmal caſe 
My heart is harden'd from thy fear. 


Twas not becauſe no ſhow'rs did flo 
Of heav'nly manna at my door; 
But by my folly I'm intg 
A Lark condition than before. 


Come, Lord, with greater pow'r ; for why, 
Mine ſure is not a common caſe; 
Thou offer'ſt to unvail; yet I. 
Do ſcarce incline to ſee thy face.. 


Such languid faint deſires I feel 
Within this wicked ſtupid heart: 
I ſhould, I would, but that I will 
1 hardly dare with truth affect. 


O to be free of that vile wrack, 
That baſely keeps me from my God! 
I flee from thee, Lord, bring me back. 
By tender love, or by thy tod. 


In paths of righteouſneſs direct, 
New proofs of thy remiſſion give; 
Then of thy name I'll mention make 
With grateful praifes while I live. 


On banks of mercy's boundleſs deep, 
With ſweeter eaſe I'll ſoar and ſing, 
Than kings of feather'd hoſts, that ſweep: 
I The o0zy ſhore with eaſy wing. 


But if thy mind omniſcient know 
Pm for this abſent bliſs unfit, 
Give grace to hate my fins, and to 
Their righteous puniſhment ſubmit. 


But let me ne'er thy Spirit lack, | 
That by his aid my pray'rs may come 

Before him who can wiſely make 

Ev'n diſtance lead his people home. 
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Deep wiſdom ean my foul prepare 

By preſent woes for abſent bliſs. 

By acid griefs that now I ſhare, 
He can convey the joys I miſs. 


Who all from nothing's womb diſclos'd, 
Can make th' amazing product ceaſe ; 
With him our order is confus'd, 
By him. confuſion brings forth peace. 


Then, Lord, ne'er let me baſely ſpurn 

Againſt thy ſearchleſs unknown ways; 
But magnify thy work, and turn 

My groans and murmurs into praiſe. 
Let me ſubmiſſive, while I live, 

Thy awful juſtice own with fear : 


Yet penſive let me never grieve 

Thy tender mercy by deſpair. 
Since though by fin I foully ſwerv'd, 
- And lewdly from my glory fell, 


Im chaſten'd here, and not reſery'd 
To feel the weight of fin in hell. 


Thy high right hand's once joyful days 
In my dittreſs II call to mind; 
And own that all thy darkeſt ways 


Will clearly prove thee good and kind. 
SECT. IL 


corruption. 


CRD, when thy face thou hid'ſt, 
And leav'ſt me long to plore, 
1 taithleſs doubt of all thou didſt 
And wrought for me before. 


No marks of love I find, 
No grains of grace, but wracks ; 


The believer wading through deeps of deſertion and 
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No track of heav'n is left behind, 
No groan, no ſmoking flax. 


But ſay, if all the guſts 
And grains of love be ſpent, 
Say, Farewel Chrift, and JT. Walks lufts : 
Stop, ſtop, I melt, I faint. 


Lord, yet thou haſt my heart, 
This bargain black 17 hate; 
I dare not, dg, will not part 
With thee at fuch a rate. 


Once like a father good, 
Thou didſt with grace perfume; 
Waſt thou a father to conclude 
With dreadful judge's doom ? 


Confirm thy former deed, 

Reform what is defil'd; 

I was, I am, III till abide 
Thy choice, thy charge, thy child. 


Love-ſeals thou didſt impart, 
Lock'd up in mind I have; 


Hell cannot raſe out of my heart 
What Hcav'n did there ingrave. 


Thou once didſt make me whole 
By thy almighty hand: 
Thou mad'ſt me vow and gift my ſoul; 
Both vow and giſt ſhall ſtand, 


But, ſince my folly groſs 
My joyful cup did ſpill, 
Make me the captive of thy croſs, 
Submiſhve to thy will. 


Self in myſelf I hate, 
That's matter of my groan; 
Nor can | rid me from the mate 
That cauſes me to moan. 
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O frail, unconſtant fleſh ! 

| Soon trapt in ev'ry gin; 

Soon turn'd, &erturn'd, and ſo afreſh 
Plung'd in the gulf of fin. 


Shall I be ſlave to fin, Es 

My Lord's moſt bloody foe! 

I feel its pow'rful ſway within, 
How long ſhall it be ſo? 


How long, Lord, ſhall I ſtay! 
How long in Meſech here ! 
Diſhon'ring thee from day to day, 

Whole name's to me ſo dear? 


While fin, Lord, breeds my grief, 
And makes me ſadly pine; 
With blinks of grace, O grant relief, 

Till beams of glory ſhine. 


— ---——» . IV. T9 
Complaint of fin, ſorrow, and want of love. 


F black doom by deſert ſhould go, 
Then, Lord, my due deſert is death 

Which robs from fouls immortal joy, 

And from their bodies mortal E. 


But in ſo great a Saviour, 

Can e' er ſo baſe a worm's annoy 
Add any glory to thy pow'r, 
Or any gladneſs to thy joy ? 


Thou juſtly mayſt me doom to death, 
And everlaſting flames of fire; 

But on a wretch to pour thy wrath 
Can never ſure be worth thine ire. 


vince Jeſus the atonement was, 
Let tender mercy me releaſe ; 
Z 
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Let him be umpire of my cauſe, 
And paſs the gladſome doom of peace. 


Let grace forgive, and love forget 

My baſe, my vile apoſtaſy ; 

And temper thy deſerved hate 
With love and mercy toward me. 


The ruffling winds and raging blaſts 
Hold me in conſtant cruel chace ; 

They break my anchors, fails, and maſts, 
Allowing no repoling place. | 


The boiſt'rous ſeas with ſwelling floods, 
On ev'ty fide againſt me fight. 
Heav'n, overcaſt with ſtormy clouds, 
Dims all the planet's guiding light. 
The hellifh furies he in wait, 

To win my ſoul into their pow'r ; 
To make me bite it ev'ry bait, 

And thus my killing bane devour. 


Ilie inchain'd in ſin and thrall, 
Next border unto black deſpair ; 

Till grace reſtore, and of my fall 
The doleful ruins all repair. 


My hov'riag thoughts would flee to glore, 
And neſtle ſafe above the ſky ; 

Fain would my tumbling ſhip aſhore 
At that ſure anchor quiet lie. 


But mounting thoughts are haled down 
With heavy poiſe of corrupt load; 
And bluft ring ſtorms deny with frown + 
An harbour of ſecure abode. 


To drown the wight that wakes the blaſt, 
Thy fin-ſubduing grace afford; 

The ſtorm might ceaſe, could I but caſt 
This troublous Jonah over-boatrd. 


- 
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Baſe fleſh, with fleſhly pleaſures gain'd, 
Sweet grace's kindly fuit declines 


When mercy courts me for its friend, 
Anon my ſordid fleſh repines. | 


Soar up, my ſoul, to Tabor hill, 

Caſt off this lothſome preſſing load; 
Long is the date of thine exile, _ 
While abſent from thy Lord, thy God. 


Dote not on earthly weeds and toys, 
Which do not, cannot ſuit thy taſte: 

The flow'rs of everlaſting joys 

Grow up apace for thy repaſt. 


Sith that the glorious God above 
In Jeſus bears a love to thee ; 

How baſe, how brutiſh is thy love 
Of any being leſs than he? 8 


- Who for thy love did chuſe thy grief, 
Content in love to live and die: 
Who lov'd thy love more than his life, 
And with his life thy love did buy. 


Since then the God of richeſt love 
With thy poor love enamour'd is; 

How high a crime will thee reprove, 
If not enamour'd deep with his ? 


Since on the verdant field of grace 
His love does thine fo hot purſue : 
Let love meet love with chaſt embrace, 
Thy mite a thouſand-fold is due. 


Riſe, love, thou early heav'n, and ſing, 
Young little dawn of endleſs day : 
P11 on thy mounting fiery wing 
- In joyful raptures melt away. 
2 
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SECT. V. | ] 
Tie deſerted fouPs prayer for the Lord's gracious and ; 
fin=ſubduing preſence. | 1 


Ind Jeſus, come in love to me, 
And make no longer ſtay 

Or elſe receive my ſoul to thee, 
That breathes to be away. 


A Lazar at thy gate I lie, 

As well it me becomes, 

For childrens bread aſham'd to cry 
O grant a dog the crumbs. 


My wounds and rags my need proclaim, 
Thy needful help inſure : 

My wounds bear witneſs that I'm lame, 
My rags that I am poor. 


Thou many at thy door doſt feed 
With mercy when diſtreſt; 

O wilt thou not ſhew an alms deed 
To me among the reſt? 


None elſe can give my ſoul relief, 
None elſe can eaſe my moan, 

But he whoſe abſence is my grief: 
All other joys be gone. 


Ho can I ceaſe from ſad complaint, 
How can I be at reſt ? | 
My mind can never be content 
T0 want my noble gueſt. 


Drop down, mine eyes, and never tire, 
Ceaſe not on any terms, 

Until I have my heart's deſire, 
My Lord within mine arms. 


My heart, my hand, my ſpirits fail, 
When hiding off he goes; 
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My fleſh, my foes, my luſts prevail, 
- And work my daily woes. 


When ſhall I ſee that glorious fight 
Will all my fins deſtroy ? 
That Lord of love, that lamp of light, 
Will baniſh all annoy ? | 


O could I but from finning ceaſe, 
And wait on Piſgah's hill, 

Until I fee him face to face, 
Then ſhould my ſoul be till. 


But ſince corruption cleaves to me 
While I in Kedar dwell ; 
O give me leave to long for thee,. 


For abſence is a hell. 


Thy glory ſhould be dear to me, 
Who me ſo dear haſt bought: 

O ſave from rend'ring ill to thee 
For good which thou haſt wrought: 


With fear I crave, with hope I cry, 
Oh promis'd favour ſend ; r 

Be thou thyſelf, though chang'ling L 
Ungratefully offend. 


Out of thy way remove the [ets, 
Cleanſe this polluted den; 

Tender my ſuits, cancel my debts: 
Sweet Jeſus, ſay, Amen. 


8 ECT. VE. 
The ſong of heaven defired by ſaints on earth. 


Urora vails her roſy face 
When brighter Phoebus takes her place; 
So glad. will grace reſign her room 
To glory in the heav'nly home. 
N 
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Happy the company that's gone 

From croſs to crown, from thrall ta throne; 
How loud they ſing upon the ſhore, 

To which they ſail'd in heart before 


Bleſs'd are the dead, yea, ſaith the word, 
That die in Chrift the living Lord, 

And on the other fide of death 

Thus joyful ſpend their praifing breath: 


« Death from all death has ſet us free, \ 
« And will our gain for ever be; 

« Death loos'd the maſſy chains of wo, 
« To let the mournful captives go. 


« Death is to us a ſweet repoſe ; 

« The bud was op'd to ſhew the roſe ; 
The cage was broke. to let us fly, 

« And build our happy neſt on high. 


« Lo, here we do triumphant reign, 
« And joyful ſing in lofty ſtrain : 

« Lo, here we reſt, and love to be, 

© Enjoying more than faith could ſee. 


« The thouſandth part we now behold, 
© By mortal tongues was never told; 

« We got a taſte, but now above 

« We forage in the fields of love. 


« Faith once ſtole down a diſtant kiſs, 

« Now love cleaves to the cheek of bliſs : 
« Beyond the fears of more miſhap 

« We gladly reſt in glory's lap, 


« Farth was to us a ſeat of war, 

© In thrones of triumph now we are. 

« We long'd to ſee our Jeſus dear, | 
« And ſought him there, but find him here. 


« We walk in white without annoy, 
In glorious galleries of joy: 
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« And crown'd with everlaſting bays, | 
„ We rival Cherubs in their praiſe. - 


&« No longer we complain of wants, 
« We ſee the glorious King of faints, 
« - Amidſt his joyful hoſts around, 

« With all the divine glory crown'd. 


« We ſee him at his table-head 

« With living water, living bread, 

« His cheerful gueſts inceſſant load 
« With all the plenitude of God. 


« We ſee the holy flaming fires, 

« Cherubic 2nd ſeraphic quires 

« And gladly join with thoſe on high, 
« 'To warble praiſe eternally. 


« Glory to God that here we came, 

« And glory to the glorious Lamb. 
„ Our light, our life, our joy, our all 

« Is in our arms, and ever ſhall. 


« Our Lord is ours, and we are his; 
« Yea, now we ſee him as he is: 

« And hence we like unto him are, 
« And full his glorious image ſhare. 


© No darkneſs now, no diſmal night, 
«© No vapour intercepts ihe light 

« We ſee for ever face to face, 

« The higheſt Prince in higheſt place. 


This, this does heav'n enough afford, 
&« We are for ever with the Lord: 

« We want no more, for all 1s giv'n; 

« His preſence is the heart of heav'n.” 


While thus I laid my liſt'ning ear 
Cloſe to the door of heav'n to hear; 
And then the ſacred page did view, 
Which told me all I heard was true; 
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Yet ſhew'd me that the heav'nly ſong 
Surpaſſes ev'ry mortal tongue, 

With ſuch unutterable ſtrains 

As none in fett'ring fleſh attains: 


Then faid I, O to mount away, 

« And leave this clog of heavy clay! 
« Let wings of time more haſty fly, 

« 'That I may join the ſongs on high. 


Thi 
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SPIRITUAL SONGS. 
PART Vi 


The BELIEvEeR's PRINCIPLES 


Concerning 


1. Creation and Redemption. 

2. Law and Goſpel. 

3. Fuſtification and SanFification. 
4. Faith and Senſe. - 

5. Heaven and Earth, 


The BELIFvER's PRINCIPLES con- 
cerning Creation and Redemption ; or, 
Some of the firſt principles of the 
oracles of God. | 


CRECTS I. 
of CREATION. 


The firſt chapter of Geneſis compendiſed, or the 
firſt ſeven days work, from the following Latin 
lines engliſned. 


PRima dies cœlum, & terram, lucemque, creavit. 
Altera diſtenait ſpatium, diſcrimen aquarum. 

Tertia ſecernens undas, dat gramina terris. 

Quarta creat ſolem & lunam, cœleſtiaque aſtra. 


* 
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Quinta dedit piſces, eadem genus omne volantum. - 
Sexta tulit pecudes, hominem quoque quem Deus iþſe ; 
Condidit ; inde operis requies lux ſeptima fulſit. 2 

| 805 6 


In Engliſh thus : 


1. The firſt day heav'n, earth, light, Jemovan ſent, 
2. The next, a water-ſund'ring firmameant. 
3. The third made dry- land ſpring with flow'ry pride. 
4. The fourth ſet up bright lamps 4imes to divide. 
5. The fifth brought ſwimming fiſh and flying fowl, 
6. The fixth, earth's herds, and man to bear the rule. 
7. The ſeventh brought forth no more, yet brought 
Thelab'ring creature*s and Creator'srelt. [the beſt, 


- Or thus : 
The firſt day at Jsxnovan's word, 
Did heav'n, and earth, and light afford. 


The next, a firmament ſo wide 
As might the water's courſe divide. 


The third, ſevecing land from ſeas, 
Made earth produce herbs, graſs, and trees. 


The fourth, ſun, moon, and ſtars of light, 
Set up to rule the day and night. 


The fifth made fiſh in depths to move, 
And fowls to fly in air above. 8 
The ſixth all earthly beaſts did bring, 
And man to be the creature's king. 
The ſeventh, of all theſe days the beſt, 
Was made for God and man to ref. 


Redemption-work doth bring again: 
The firſt of theſe to be the main, 


par VI. The Beliover's Principles. 


Fetching new Seav'ns and carth in Gykt, 
And immortality to light. 


Since then the firft is now the beſt, 
Keep well this pledge of endleſs ref. 
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The Sum of CREATION. 


All things from nothing, to their Sov'reign Lord 
Obedient roſe at his commanding word. 

Fair in his eye the whole creation ſtood ;- 

He ſaw the building, and pronounc'd it good. 


And now each work (while nature's fabric ſtands) 
Loud for its wife and mighty Lord demands 

A rent of praiſe, a loud and lofty ſong, 

From ev'ry rational beholder's tongue. 


er. 1 
Of REDEMPTION, ., 


The myſtery of the Redeemer's incarnation, or God 
maniteſted in the fleſh, 1 Tim. iii. 16. John i. 14. 


Hat though the waters, ſtruck with dread, 
' Riſe up and form a pyramid ? 

Though floods ſhould guſh from rocks and ſtones, 
Or living ſouls from wither'd bones ? 


To hear of an incarnate God, 

Is yet more wonderful and odd ; 

Or to behold how God moſt high 
Could in our nature breathe and die. 


What though the bright angelic forms 

Degraded were to crawling worms ? 
- Theſe creatures were but creatures ſtill, 

Transform'd at their Creator's will. 


2 a 
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Though creatures change a thouſand ways, 
It cannot ſuch amaze ment raiſe, 

Nor ſuch a ſcene as this diſplay, 

Th' eternal Word a piece of clay. 


God-man a ſtrange contexture fix'd, Ch 
Yet nor confuſed nor commix'd; 

Yet ftill a myſt'ry great and freſh, 

A. Spirit infinite made fleſb. 


What though when nothing heard his call, 

Not hing obey'd and brought forth all ? 

W hat though he nothing's brood maintain, 
Or all annihilate again? : 
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Let nothing into being paſs, 
Or back again to what it was ? 
But lo ! the God of beings here, 


As turn'd to nothing doth appear. 


All heav'n's aſtoniſh'd at his form, 
The mighty God became a worm. 
Down Arian pride to him ſhall bow, 
He's Jeſus and JEHovan too. | 


\ 


The Sum of REDEMPTION. 


| With haughty mind to Godhead man aſpir'd, 
| With loving mind our manhood God defir'd : 

| Man was by pride from place of pleaſure chas'd, 
| God man by love in greater pleaſure plac'd. 


Man ſeeking to aſcend procur'd our fall, 
God yielding to deſcend remov'd our thrall : 
The Judge was caſt, the guilty to acquit, 
The Sun defac'd to lend the ſhades the light. 
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SECT. III. 
The REDEEMER's WORK; 
| © A, > 


Chriſt all in all, and our complete Redemption. 
A Goſpel-catechiſm for young Chriſtiant. 


Queſtion. 
Ind teacher, may I come to learn 
In this abrupt addreſs, 


By framing queſtions that concern 
My endleſs happineſs ? s 


Anſwer. 


Yea, child; but if you'd learn to run 
The great ſalvation-race, 

Know that the name of Chriſt alone 
Can anſwer ev'ry caſe. 


9. By ſin my God and all is loſt, 
O where my God be found ? 
A. In Chriſt ; for ſo the Holy Ghoſt 
Shews by the joytul ſound. - 


L. But how will God with ſinful me 
Again be reconciPd? _ 2 

A. In Chriſt, in whom his grace to thee 
And favour is reveal'd. 


2. O how ſhall I a ſharer prove, 
And ſee his glorious grace ? 

A. In Chriſt, the tmage of his love, 
And brightneſs of his face. 


2. Where ſhall I ſeek all divine ſtore, 
And without fail obtain ? 


A. In Chriſt, in whom for evermore 
His fulneſs does remain. 


9. But how ſhall I eſcape and flee 
Th' avenging wrath of God? 
A 2 
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A. In Chriſt, who bore upon the tree 
That whole amazing load. 9. 


9. Alas! I'm daily apt to ſtray, - 
How ſhall I heav'nward make? 
A. Through: Chriſt the conſecrated way, 
Deſign'd for thee to take. 


9 Ah! where's my title, right, or claim 
To that eternal bliſs ? 
A. In Chriſt alone, that glorious name, 
The Lord our righteouſneſs, 


P. t who unfit can enter there, 
Or with ſuch naſty feet? 
A. Chriſt by his blood preſents thee fair, 
His Spirit makes thee meet. 


L.: But mayr't my ſpirit, weak as graſs, 
Fail ere it reach the length? 

A. Jeſus the Lord thy righteouſneſs 
Will be:the Lord thy frength. 


2. Mayn't helliſh boſts, and wicked foeg, 
Zg8iore by the way moleſt ? 
A. Chriſt is a friend: to bridle thoſe, 
And give the.weary r. 
9. Mayn't guilty confeience loudly brand, 
And all my comfort chaſe ? 
A. Chriſt with a pardon in his hand 
Can ſhew his. ſmiling, face. 


2. But how can divine merey vent, 
Where ſins are great 12 
A. Chriſt is the channel with deſcent 
That mercy runs along. 


© But may not ju/ ice interpoſe, 
And ſtand in mercy's way? 
4. Jeſus did all the debt thou owes | 


To divine juſtice pay. 
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9, Where ſhall mine eyes the pardon ſpy, / 
Unto my faving good ? 

A. In Chriſt's free promiſe ſee it lie, 

In his atoning blood. 


9. What ground have I to truſt and lays 
| The promiſe is not vain? © 
A. In Chriſt the promiſes ate Tea, 
In him they are. Amen. 


2. But where is Chriſt himſelf, 0 where” 
With promiſes ſo ſweet ? 

A. Chtiſt's in the promiſes, and there 
Thy faith and he may meet. 


9 Is Chriſt in them, and they in Chriſt? 
Ho ſhall I this deſcry ? | 
A. His blood and Spirit therein liſt. 


To ſeal and to apply. 
fiery threats of wrath, 


9. Ln ] 
what defence is beſt ? 
A. cmill f. 's full obedience ey'd by faith ; 
There ſhould the guilty reſt. 


9. But how fhall faith be had? Alas 
I find I can't believe. 

A. Chriſt is the author of that grace, 
And faith is his to give. 


2. Ah! when may faithleſs I expect 
He'll ſuch a bliſs bequeath ? 

4. He will of unbelicf convict, 

And pave the way for faith. 


9. Repentance muſt attend, but. whence- 
Shall I this grace receive? 

A. Chriſt is exalted as a prince 
All needful grace to give. 


EL. Ho can ſo vile a lump of duſt 


Heart-holineſs expect? 
A. a 2 
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A. Chriſt by his holy Spirit muſt 
This gradual change effect. 


L. How ſhall I do the works atight, 
Pm daily bound unto? | 
4. Chriſt in thee, by his Spirit's might, 
Works both to will and do. 


2. How ſhall my maladies be heal'd, 
So ſore moleſting me? 

A. Chriſt is the great Phyſician ſeal'd, 
The Lord that healeth thee. 


©. By prayer I ought to ſeek his face, 
This courſe how ſhall I drive? | 
"Tis Chriſt alone that has the grace 
And ſp'rit of pray'r to give. 


Salvation · work is great and high, 
Alas ! what ſhall I do? 

Chriſt as the 4{pha thereof a 
And the Omega too. 


9. What pillar then is moſt ſecure 
A. 
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To build my hope upon? 
Chriſt only the foundation ſure, _ 
The living corner-ſtone. 


2. When I'm with black pollution ſtain'd 
How ſhall I cleanfed be ? 
A. Chriſt is a fountain for that end 
Set open wide for thee. _ 


©. What ſhall I do, when plagues abound, 
With /orrows, griefs, and fears? 
A. Chriſt has a bal/am for thy wounds, 
A bottle for thy tears. 


But is there any help for one 
That utterly.is loſt? £ 
A. Chriſt ſaves = lin, and be alone, * 
e che utter moſt. 94 
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9. But where ſhall J be ſafe at laſt 
From hell and endleſs death ? 

A. Chriſt is a refuge from the blaſt 
Of everlaſting wrath. 


But may'nt ev'n nat'ral death to me 
Become a dreadful thing? 

A. Chriſt by his death in love to thee 

Did ev'ry death unſting. 


2, Why, Sir, is Chriſt the whole you ſay? 
No anſwer elſe I find. . 

A. Becauſe, were Chriſt our all away, 
There's nothing left behind. | 


L. How can he anſwer ev'ry caſe, 
And help in ev'ry thrall ? 

A. Becauſe he is the Land of grace, 

Jenovan all in all. 


9. How is he preſent to ſupply, - 
And to relieve us thus? 
4. Becauſe his glorious name is nigh, 
IMMANUEL, God with us. 


J. Has he alone all pow'r to ſave, 
Is nothing left to man ? 

A. Yea, without Chriſt we nothing have, 
Without him nothing can. 


2. Mayn't ſome from hence take latitude - 
And room their luſts to pleaſe ? 
If Chriſt do all, then very-good, 
Let us take carnal eaſe. 


A. Chriſt will in flaming ver = :nce come; 
With fury in his face, 

To damn his foes that dare preſume, 
And thus abuſe his grace. 
A. a 3. 


ö 
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Faith and Works both excluded from the matter of 
Juſtification before God, that redemption may ap- 
pear to be only in Chrift. 


HO dare an holy God addreſs, 

| With an unholy righteouſneſs ? 
Who can endure his awful probe, 
Without perfection for their robe? 


None could his great tribunal face, 
Were faith itſelf their faireſt dreſs : 
Faith takes the robe, but never brags 
Itſelf has ought but filthy rags. 


Faith claims no ſhare, and works far leſs, 
In juſtice-pleaſing righteouſneſs ; 

The ſervant were to be abhorr'd, . 
Would claim the glory of his lord. 


Blaſphemous unbelief may claim 
The praiſes of the worthy Lamb: 
But faith diſclaiming all its beſt, 
Not on itſelf, but Chriſt, will reſt. 


I'm ſav'd and juſtify'd by faith, 

Which yet no ſaving value hath ; 
Nor e'er pretends to ſave from thrall, 

But in its object has its all. | 


"Tis Chriſt alone ſaves guilty me, 
And makes my right to life ſo free, 
That in bimſel: *> ttands alone: 


Faith takes the right, but gives me none. 


I dare not a& with this intent, 
For ads of mine to draw the rent; 
Nor do good works with this deſign, 


To win the crown by works of mince 
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I'd thus the promis'd grace forſake, 
Nor Jeſus for my Saviour take; 
Tea, thus would dreadfully preſume, 
And work mine own eternal doom. 


Preſumption cannot riſe more high; 
Id make the truth of God a lie, 
The God of truth a liar too; 

What more miſchief could Satan do ? 


Why, I'd diſcredit God's record 
Concerning Jeſus Chriſt the Lord, 
His glorious and eternal Son, 
Whoſe blood has life eternal won. - 


In him (fays God) this life I give, 
In him ſhall therefore men believe, 
My gift embracing in their arms : 
None ſhall be ſav'd on other terms. 


Vain man muſt ſtoop and freely take, 
Or elſe embrace a burning lake: 
Proud nature muſt ſubmit to grace, 
And to the divine righteouſneſs, 


In vain on works our hope is built, 
Our actions nothing are but guilt : 
The beſt obedience of our own 


Dare not appear before his throne. 


What finite worm can bear the load, 
The fury of an angry God ? 

What mortal vigour can withſtand 
The vengeance of his lifted hand ? 


The law can never ſave us now, 

To damn is all that it can do. 
Heav'n caſts all righteouſneſs of ours; 
The law of works is out of doors. 


No merit, money, more or leſs, 
Can buy the gift of righteouſneſs. 


— 
— 
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O may I take what Heav'n does give: 
IxHOVYAR, help me to believe; 


And in that righteouſneſs to truſt, 
Which only makes a ſinner juſt. 

And then, the truth of faith to prove, 
Lord, make my faith to work by love. 


C H ry P. H. 
The BELI EveR's PRINCIPL Es Concern» 
ing the Law and the Goſpel; 
Particularly, 

. 
J 


1. The myſtery 
2+ The difference 
3. The harmony 
4. The pluce and flation 


of Law.and GosPEL.. 


FEST. T- 
The myſtery of Law and Goſpel. 
T Hough law-commands and goſpel-grace- 
Agree in mutual joint embrace (a) ;. 


Yet law and goſpel in a ſhock 
Can never draw an equal yoke (5). 


weacarn nn vo ww 2 =3ra=mD 


| * 

(a) Rom. iii. 31. Do we then make void the law through 
faith? God forbid : yea, we eſtabliſh the law. Gal. iii. 21. 
Is the law then againft the promiſes of God? God forbid : for 
if there had been a law given which could have given life, 
verily righteouſneſs ſhould have been by the law. 

(by Pfal. exxx. 3. 4. If thou, Lord, ſhouldſt mark iniquities: 
O Lord, who ſhall ſtand? But there is forgiveneſs with thee; 
that thou mayſt be feared. v 7. 8. Let Iſrael hope in the 
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The law of works, the law of grace, 
Can't ſtand together in one place ; - 
The brighter ſcene deſtroys the dark, 
As Dagon fell before the ark (c). 


They harmonize like marry'd pairs (d), 

Yet are at odds, and keep not ſquares (): 
As mercy ſtands from merit far, + 

The letter and the ſpirit jar V. 


Lofd : for with the Lord there is mercyys and with him is plen- 
teous redemption. And he ſhall redeem Iſrael from all his in- 
iquities. And cxliii. 2. O Lord, enter not inte jadgement with 

y ſervant: for in thy ſight ſhall no man living be juſtified. 
v. 8. Cauſe me to hear thy loving - kindneſi in the morning, for 
in thee do I truſt: cauſe me to know the-way wherein I ſhould - 
walk, for I lift up my ſoul unto the. < 4A 

(c) Rom. vi. 14. 15. Sin ſhall not have dominion over you: 
for t not under the law, but under grace. What then? 
ſhall we fin, becauſe we are not. under the law, but under 
grace? God forbid. Chap. vii. 4. 5. 6. Wherefore, my bre- 
ihren, ye. alſo are become dead to the law by the body of 
Chriſt ; that ye ſhould be married to another, even to him who 
is raiſed from the dead, that we ſhould bring forth fruit unto 
God. For when we were in the fleſh, the motions of fins 
which were by the law, did work in our members to bring 
forth fruit unto death. But now we are delivered from the 
law, that being dead wherein we were held; that we ſhould 
ſerve in newneſs of ſpirit, and not in the oldneſs of the letter. 
2 Cor. iii. 7« to 10. But if the miniſtration- of death written and 
ingraven in ſtones, was glorious, ſo that the children of Iſrael 
could not ſtedfaſtly behold the face of Moſes, for he grory of 
his countenance, which glory was to be done away ; how 
ſhall .not the, miniſtration of the Spirit be rather glorious? For 
if the miniſtration. of condemnation be glory, much more 
doth the miniſtration. of righteouſneſs exceed in glory, For. 
even that which was made glorious, had no glory in this 
reſpect, by reaſon, of the glory that excelleth. = 

(a) Gal. iii. 24. Wherefore the law was our ſchoolmaſter to 
eng us unto Chriſt, that we might be juſtified by faith. 

(e Rom. xi. 6. And if [election be] by grace, then is it no 
more of works: otherwiſe grace is no more grace. But if it 
de of works, then is it no more grace: otherwiſe work is no 
more work. . _, is Hat a he l 8 xr oth 
ues ) Cor. iii. 6 The letter killeth, but the ſpirit giveth. 


| Having mine own righteouſneſs, which is of the law, but that 
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The law does goſpel-comforts harm, 
The goſpel breaks the legal arm g); 

* Yet both exalt each other's horn, RES 
And garlands bring their heads t' adorn (5). 


I through the law am dead to it, 

To legal works and ſelf-conceit (i); 

Yet lo! through goſpel grace I live, 
And to the law due honour give (4). 


The law great room for boaſting makes, 
But grace my pride and boaſting breaks (/) 
Yet all my boaſts the law does kill (m), 

And grace makes room to boaſt my fill (n) 
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) Heb. ii. 15. And deliver them who 2 fear of death” 
were all their lifetime ſubject to bondage. Phil ini 7: 8. 9. 
But what things were gain to me, hots 1-counted loſs for 
Chriſt. ' Yea doubtleſs, and I count all things but Jo, for the: 
excellency of tie knowledge of Chriſt. Jeſus my Lord: for- 
whom | have ſeffered the loſs of all things, and do count them 
but dung that I may win ' Chriſt; and be found in him, not 


% © © 


which is through the faith of Chriſt, the righteouſneſs which is 
of God by faith. $24 TTT. 
G Gal. i. 19. For 1 through the law am dead to the law, 
that I might live unto God. $4 23 
%) Rom. vii. 6. But now we are delivered from the law, that: 
being dead wherein we were held; that we ſhould ſerve in 
newneſs of ſpirit, and not i the- oldneſs of the letter. wv. 9. 
For I was alive without the law once: but when the com- 
mandment came; fin revived, and I died . 
( Rom. vii. 4. Wherefore, my brethren, ye alſo are be- 
come dead to the law by the body of Chriſt; that ye ſhould be 
married to another, even to him who is raiſed from the dead, 
that we ſhould bring forth fruit unto God. And x 4- Chriſt 
- 1 end of the law for righteouſneſs to every one that be- 
ieveth. vo 
Rom. iii. 27. Where is boaſting then? It is excluded. By 
what law? of works? Nay; but by the law of faith - + 
(n) Rom. iii. 19. Now we know that what things ſoever the 
law faith, it ſaith to them who are under the law: that every 
mouth may be ſtopped, and all the world may become guilty 


.  (n) x Cor. i. 29- 30. 31- That no fcth ſhould glory in his 
| preſence. But of him are ye in Chriſt Jeſus, who of God 1s. 


g_ 
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The goſpel makes me keep the law (o), 
Yet from its painful ſervice draw (p): 

It does all law-demands fulfil (g), 51 
Yet makes them wholly void. and null (7 


The goſpel gives me no command //. 
Yet by obeying it I ſtand (2) _ 
To ſtrit obedience though it call (t), 


Does bind to none, but promiſe all (u). 


made unto us wiſdom, and righteouſneſs, and ſar ctiſcation, and 
tedemption: that, according as it is written, He that ylorieth, 
let bim glory in the Lord. a 
(e) Tit. N. 2. 12. For the grace of God that bringeth.ſalva- 
-tion hath appeared to all men ; teaching us, that denying un- 
odlineſs, and worldly luſts, we ſhould live ſoberly, righteou6 
1 odly in this preſent world. 1 r 
(p) Gal. v. 1. Stand faſt therefore _in the liberty wherewith 
Chriſt hath made us free, and be not intangled again with the 
yoke of bondage. 3 dt#Þ 
(q) Rom. viii. 3. 4. For what the law could net do, in that 
it was weak through the fleſh, God ſending his own. Son, in 
the likeneſs of ſinful fleſh, and for fin e ſin in the 
Meſh : that the righteouſneſs of the law might be fulfilled in us, 
who walk not after the fleſh, but after the. Spirig. | 
) Rom. Yi. 14 Sin ſhall not have dominion over you: for 
ye are not under the law, but under grave. (Gal. iv. 4 5. But 
when the fulneſs of the time vas come, Ged ſent forth his Son 
made of a woman, made under the law, to tadeem them that 
were under the law. - 
(/) Gal. iii. 8. And the ſcripture: foreſeeing that God would 
juſtify the Heathen through faith, preached before the 
unto Abraham, . ſaying, In thee ſhall all nations be bleſſe 
a (s) Mark xvi. 16. He chat believeth and is baptized, ſhall be 
aved. _ | 
(1) 2 Theſſ i, 7. 8. The Lord Jeſus ſhall be revealed from 
heaven, with his mighty angels, in flawing fire, taking ven- 
poorer them that know not God, and that obey not the go» 
ſpel of our Lord Jcſus Chriſt. 
(u) John wii. ry. God ſent not his Son into-the world to con- 
demn the world; but that the world through him might be 
ſaved. And xii. 47- And if any man hear my words, and be- 
lieve not, I judge him not: for I came not to judge the world, 
but to ſave the world. Heb. vii. 10. 1t. 12. For this is the 
covenant that Iwill make with the houſe of Iſrael after thoſe 
days, ſaith the Lord; I will put my laws into their mind, and 
write them in their hearts: and I will be to them a God, and 
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The law does ſtrict commandment give, 
That I the goſpel-news believe (v); 


But yet it teaches no ſuch thing, 
Nor e' er could goſpel tidings bring (w). 


When U the goſpel-truth believe, 
Odedience to the law I give (x), 
And when | don't the law * obſerve, 
I from the goſpel- method ſwerve (y). 


Yet, if I do the law + obey, 

1 am not in the goſpel-way (z), 

W hich does to new obedience draw (a), 
Let is the goſpel no new law (6). 


Gos TEIL SonNETS. 
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they ſhall be to me a people. And they ſhall not teach every 
man, his neighbour, and every man his brother, ſaying, Know 
the Lord : for all ſhall know me, from the leaſt to the greateſt 
For 1 Will be mereiful to their unrighteouſneſs, and their fins 
and their iniquities will Iremember no more. 
te) John mu. 18. He that believeth on him, is not condemp- 
ed: but he that believeth not, is condemned already, becauſe 
be hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of 
God. | 
t) Rom. x. 5. For Moſes deſeribeth the righteouſneſs which 
is of the law, That the man which doth thoſe things, ſhall live 
by them. And iii. 19. Now we know that what things ſoever 
the law faith, it ſaith to them who are under the law: that 
every mouth may be ſtopped, and ail the world may become 
guilty before God. 
_ (a) John iii. 18. He that believeth on him, is not condemned. 
* A4rit is a rule. | 
(3) Tit. ii. x1. 12. See letter (o) Foreci ted. : 
+ At it is a covenant. | | 
(z) Gal. v. 3. 4. For I teſtify again to every man that is cir 
cumciſed, that he is a debter to do the whole law. Chriſt it 
become of no effect unto you, whoſoever of you are juſtified 
by the law; ye are fallen from grace. 
(a) Rom. xvi. 25. 26.— The myſtery which was kept ſecret 
- fince the world began, - now is made manifeſt, and by the ſcrip 
tures of the prophets, according to the commandment of the 
everlaſting God, made known to all nations for the obedience 
of faith. g = 
(5 Gal. iii. 21. Is the law then againſt the promiſes of God? 
God forbid : for if there had been a law given which could 
have given life, verily righteouſneſs ſhould haye been by the 


law. 
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All precepts to the law belong, 

Yet in the goſpel-field are throng (c). 
Curs'd ev'ry goſpel-lighter is (d), 
Tet all its office is to bleſs (e). 


It from the law has pow'r to kill (f ), 
Yet ſaving does its pow'r fulfil Cg): 
No favour but of life it hath (5), 

Yet moſt the ſavour is of death (i). 


e) Matth. v. 17-—48. Think not that I am come to deftr 
the law or the prophets: I am not come to deſtroy, but to ful- 
fil. For verily I ay unto you, Till heaven and earth paſs, one 
jot or one tittle ſhall in no wiſe paſs from the Jaw, till all be 
fulfilled, Cc. Pal. cxix. 96. I have ſeen an end of all perfec- 
uon; but thy commandment is exceeding broad. 

% Heb. x. 26-—29- For if we fin wilfully after that we 
have received the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no 
more ſacrifice for ſins, but a certain fearful looking for of 
judgement and fiery indignation, which ſhall deyour the adver- 
faries. He that deſpiſed Moſes? Jaw, died without mercy, un- 
der two or three witneſles : of how much forer puniſhment, 
ſuppoſe ye, mall he be thought worthy, who hath troden un. 
der foot the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of the 
covenant wherewith he was ſanctified, an unboly thing, and 
hath done deſpite unto the Spirit of grace? Chap. xii. 25. See 
that ye refuſe not him that ſpeaketh : for if they eſcaped not 
who refuſed him that ſpake on earth, much more ſhall not we 
eſcape, if we turn away from him that ſpeaketh from heaven. - 

(e) Rom. xv. 29- And I ami ſure that when I come unto yo 
I ſhall come in the fulneſs of the bleſſing of the goſpel of Chriſt. 
Acts iii. 26. Unto you firſt, God having raiſed up his Son 
Jeſus, ſent lum to bleſs you, in turning away every one of you 
from his iniquities. | 

(f) John iii. 18.— He that believeth not, is condemned al. 
ready, becauſe he hath net believed in the name of the only be- 
gotten Son of God. Mark xvi. 16.— He that believeth not, 
ſhall be damned. Heb. ii. 3. How ſhall we eſcape, if we ne- 
glect ſo great ſalvation? 

(s) Eph. i. 13. In Chriſt ye alſo truſted after that ye heard 
the word of truth, the goſpel of your ſalvation. 1 Tim. i. 1s. 
This is a faithful ſaying, and worthy of all acceptation, that 
Chriſt Jeſus came into tht world to ſave ſinners; of whom 1 
am chief. . | 

(5) Phil. ii. 16. Holding forth the word of life, Cc. à Tim. 
i. 1. Paul an apoſtle of Jeſus Chriſt, by the will of God, ac- 
cording to the promiſe of _ hich is in Chriſt Jeſus. v. 10. 


— 
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Weakneſs perfection doth exclude, 
The law is perfect, juſt, and good (t): 
Yet can it nothing perſect make, 


But all the comers to it break (7). 
Strength to the goſpel does belong, 

Mighty through God it is, and ſtrong (m): 
It to the law does ſtrength emit, 


Yet tis the law gives ſtrength to it. | 


The goſpel gives the law, I ſee,” 
Sufhcient ſtrength to juſtify (n); 
Yet may [I ſay, in truth it is 
The law that gives the goſpel this (o): 
—— Our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt—bath aboliſhed death, and hath tha 


brought life and immortality to light through the goſpel. 
(5) 2 Cor. ii. 16. To the one we are the ſavour of death uns 


. @ Pal. exix 96. I have ſeen an end of all perfection; but 
thy commandment is exceeding broad. Rom. vii. 12. Where 
fore the law is holy; and the commandment holy, and juſh 
and good. Heb. wii. 1g. For the law made nothing perfect, but 
the bringing in of a better hope did; by the which we dray 
nigh unto God. OP. , 

(1) Heb. vii. 19. See letter (k). Chap. x. 1. For the law havi 
a ſhadow of good things to come, and not the wy image 
the things, can never with thoſe ſacrifices which they offered 
year. by year continually, make the comers thereunto perfect, 

( Rom. i. x6. For I am not aſhamed of the goſpel of 
Chriſt : for it is the power of God unto ſalvation, te every 
one that believeth, to the Jew firſt, and alſo to the Greek, 
2 Car. x. 4. 5. For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal 
but mighty through God to the pulling down ef ſtrong holds: 
caſting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth 
itſelf againſt the | <bedhh a of God, and bringing into capti- 
vity every thought to the obedience of Chriſt. 


| (=) Rom. viii. x. There is therefore now no condemnation to 
to them which are in Chriſt Jeſus, who walk not after the be 
fleſh, but after the Spirit. v. 3. 4 For what the law could be 


not do, in that it was weak through the fleſh, God ſending his 
own-Son, in the likeneſs of ſinful fleſh, and for fin condemned 
fin in the fleſh : that the yightcouſneſs of the law might be 
fulflled in us, who walk not after the fleſh, but after the 
Sdirit. 

* (0) Rom. iii. 3. Do we then make void the law through 
faith? God forbid : yea, we eſtabliſh the law. Chap. X 4 
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For as the law no ſinner clears, 

But who the goſpel · garment wears ; 
So none are juſtify'd by grace, 

Unleſs the law-demand have place (y). 


Again the law, which yet ſeems worſe, | 
Gives goſpel news condemning force (); 
Yet they are news that never can, | 
Nor ever will condema a man (7). 


Dread threat'nings to the law pertain (2), 
Not to the goſpel's golden chain (t): 


For Chriſt is the end of the law for righteouſneſs to every one 
that believeth. | 
| (p) Rom. iii. 19.—22. Now we Know that what things ſoever 
the law ith, it faith to them who arc under the law; that 
every mouth may be ſtopped, and all the world may become 
guilty befure God. Therefore dy the deeds of the law, there 
all no fieſh be juſtified in his fight : for by the, la is the 
knorvledge of fin. But now the righteouſneſs of God without 
the law is manifeſted, being witneſſed by the law and the pro- 
phets ; even the ri hteonſheſs of God which is by faith of 

Jeſus Chriſt unto all, and upon all them that believe; for there 

is no difference. Chap. v. 19.-—By the obedience of one ſhall 

many be made righteous. v. 21. —_Grace reigns through righ- 

teouſneſs unto eternal life, by Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
(g) John iii. 18. He that believeth on him, is not condemns 

ed: but he that believeth not, is condemned already, becauſe 

+ 2p not believed in the name of the oaly begotten Son of 
(7) Luke ii. 10. 1t. And the angel ſaid unto them [the ſhep- 
herds], Fear not: for behold, I bring you good tidings of 
great joy, which ſhall be to all people. For unto you is born 
this day in the city of Navid, a Saviour, which is Chriſt the 
Lord, John iii. x7- For God ſent not his Son into the world 
to condemn the world; but that the world through him might 
be ſaved. Chap. xii. 47. And if any man hear my words, and 
believe not, I judge him not: for I came not to judge the world, 
but to ſave the world. 

(s) Gal. iii. 10. For as many as are of the works of the law, 
are under the curſe; for it is written, Curſed is every one that 
continueth not in all things which are written in the book of 
the law to do them. | | 

t) Ads xiii. 26. Men and brethren, children of the ſtock of 
Abraham, and whoſoever among you feareth God, to you is 
the word of this ſalvation 5 | 

| 5 


— 
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Yet all law. chreats and Sinai's ire 
To goſpel- grace are walls of ſire (a). 


The righteous law affoileth none 

Of Adam's guilty race, fave one (v); 
Who being guilty, for this cauſe | 
By God's juſt law condemned was (w). 


Yet free of guilt it did him ſee ; | 
Hence fully clear'd, and ſet him fret (x). 
Yet, had not guilt his ſoul involv'd, | 
By law he could not been abſolv'd 5). 


But he withal condemn'd and ſpoil'd 
The law of works, which him affoil'd (z): 


() Mark xvi. 16.—He that believeth not, ſhall be damned 
Heb. ii. 3. How ſhall we eſcape, if we neglect fo great ſalvæ 
tion? Chap. x. 26—29. Sce letter (d) forecited. 


( Rom. v. 19. For as by ene man's diſobedience many 


were made ſinners : ſo by the obedicnce cf one ſhall mauy be 
made tjghteous.” John xvii. 4. 1 have glorified thee on the 
earth: I have finiſhed the work which thou gaveſt me to do. 

(w) If. liii. 6.—The Lord hath laid-on him the iniquity of 

us all. Gal. iii. 13. Chriſt hath redeemed us from the curſe 
of the law, being made a curſe for us: for it is written, Cur- 
ſd is every one that hangeth on a tree. 
) Heb. vii. 26. For fech an high prieſt became us, who is 
holy, harmleſs, undefiled, ſeprate from ſinners, and made 
higher than the heavers. Dan. ix. 24. Seventy weeks ate de 
termined upon thy people, and vpon thy holy city, to finiſſ 
the tranſpreſſion, and to make an end of fins, and to make te 
conciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlaſting righteoub 
neſs, and to ſeal up the viſion and prophecy, and to anoint the 
moſt holy. 1 Tim. iii. 26. Aud without controverſy, great is 
the myſtery of godlincſs: God was manifeſt in the fleſh, juſti- 
fied in the Spirit, ſeen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles 
believed on in the world, received up into glory. Rom. it 
13. For not the hearers of the law are juſt before God, but 
the doers of the law ſhall be juſtified. If. I. 8. He is near that 
juſtifieth me, who will contend with me:? let us ſtand together: 
who is mine adveriary? let him come near to me, 

(y) 2 Cor. v. 21. God hath made Chrilt to be fin for us, who 
knew no fin ; that we might be made the righteouſneſs of God 
in him. 4 Pet. iii. 18. Chriſt hath once ſuffered for ſins, the 
juſt for the unjuſt, (that he might bring us to God) being pul 
to death in the fleſh, but quickencd by the Spirit. | 


os. as Ava 


P. 


. ParT VI. The Believer's Principles. 293 


And now the law is (in theſe views) 
The marrow of the goſpel-news (a). 


The law can juſtify no man 

That is a ſinner. (6), yet it can 
Thus favour ſinful men, and free 
The chief of finners, guilty me (c). 


The goſpel too acquitteth none 
That have not put perfection on (d), 


(z) Col. ii. 14. 15. Blotting out the hand-writing of ordi 
nances that was againſt us, which was. contrary te us, and 
took it out of the way, nailing it to his crols: and having 
ſpoiled principalitics and powers, he made a ſhew of them o- 
penly, triumphing over them in it. Rom. viii 3. For what 
the law could not do, in that it was weak through the fleſh, ' 
God ſending his own Son in the likeneſs of fintul fleſh, and 
for ſin condemned fin in the fleſh. 

(a) Rom. x. 4. For Chriſt is the end of the law for 22 

„to every one that believeth. IC. xlv. 24 Surely, ſhall 
one ſay; in the Lord have I rightcouſneſs and ſtrength. Jer. 
xxiii- 6. In his days Judah ſhall be ſaved, and Iſrael ſhall dwell 
ſafely ; and this is his name whereby he ſhall be called, THE 
LORD. OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS. | | 

(5) Rom. iii. 19. 20. Now we know that what things ſoever 
the law ſaith, it ſaith to them who are under the law; that every 
mouth may be ſtopped, and all the world may become guilty 
before God. Therefore by the deeds of the law there ſhall 
no fleſh be juitified in his fo t: for by the law is the Know- 
ledge of fin. 

(c) The law of works as fulfilled Cbriſt, can. aud does ſa, 
Rom. viii. 3. For what the law. could not do, in that it was 
weak through the fleſh, God ſending his own Son, in the like- 
neſs of ſinful fleſh, and for ſin condemned fin in the fieſh: 
that the righteouſneſs of the law might be fulfilled in us, who 
walk not after the fleſh, but after the Spirit. wv 33. 34. Who 
ſhall lay any thing to the charge of God's ele? It is God that 
juſtifieth ; who ihe that condemneth? It is Cl.riſt that died, 


yea rather, that is riſen again, who is even at the right hand 
of God, who alſo maketh interceſſion for us. by 

(4) Rom. iii. 21. 2 2. But now the rightcouſnefs of God with- 
out the law is manifeſted, being witneſled by the law aad the 
1 even the righteouſneſs of God which is by faith of 
Jeſus Chriſt unto all, and upon all them that believe, fort there 


b 3 


no differcace. 
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And yet it cleareth none (1 grant) ' „ 
But thoſe who all perfection want (2). 


Thoſe that with goſpel-clearance meet, 
Muſt by the law be found complete {f); 
Yet never could (again I grant) 

The goſpel juſtify a ſaint (g). 


All perfect perſons it controls (5) 
And juſtifies ungodly fouls (s 


e) Rom. iv. 3. To him that worketh not, but belieyeth os 
him that juſtifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for rigb 
teouſneſs. a | 

(F) 1 Cor. i. 30. But of him are ye in Chriſt Jeſus, who d 
God is made unto us wiſdom, and righteouſneſs, and ſanctiß- 
cation, and redemption. Col. ii. 10. And ye are complete is 
bim, which is the head of all principality and power. 

(s) Matth. ix. 13.—1 am not come to call the righteous, but 
. ſinners to repentance. Rom. iii. 10. There is none righteous 
no not one. Chap. ix. 30 31. 32. What ſhall we ſay then! 
That the Gentiles-which followed not after righteouſneſs, have 
attained to righteouſneſs, even the righteouſneſs which is of 
faith: but Iſracl, which followed after the law of righteon 
neſs, hath not attained to the law of righteeuſneſs. Wherefore! 
. Becauſe they ſought it not by faith, but as it were by the works 
of the law. Chap. X. 3. Iſrael being ignorant of God's righ 
teouſneſs, and going about to eſtabliſh their own righteoub 
neſs, have not ſubmitted themſelves unto the righteouſneſs of 
" God. x Tim. i. rg. This is a faithful ſaying, and worthy of 
all acceptation, that Chriſt Jeſus came into the world to ſave 
ſinners ; of whom I am chief. 

(Y Matth. xxi. 31. Jeſus ſaith unto them [the Phariſees) 
Verily 1 ſay unto you, that the publicans and the harlots go into 
the kingdom of God before you. Luke viii 9.— 14. And Je 
ſus ſpake this parable unto certain which truſted in themſelves 
that they were righteous, and deſpiſed others: Two men went 
up into the temple to pray ; the one a Phariſee, and the othe 
a publican. The Phariſce ſtood and prayed thus with himſelf, 
God, I thank thee, that I am not as other men are, extortion 
ers, unjuſt, adulterers, or even as this publican. I faſt twio 
in the week, I give tithes of all that I poſſeſs. And the pu- 
blican ſtanding afar off, would not lift up ſo much as his eye 
unto heaven, but ſmote upon his breaſt, ſaying, God be mercifil 
to me a ſinner. I tell you, this man went down to his houſe 
juſtified rather than "the other: for every one that exalteth 
himſelf, ſhall be abaſed : and he that humbleth himſelf, ſhall be 
exalted. v. 21. 23+ And he [the ruler] ſaid, All theſe hare 
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The law withſtands the goſpel-path (, 


I kept from my youth up. Now when Jeſus heard theſe things, 
he ſaid unto him, Yet lackeſt thou one thing: ſel] all that thow. 


haſt, and diſtribute unto the poor, and thou ſhalt have treaſure 
in heaven: and come, follow me. | 0 


on him that juſtiſieth the ago „ his faith is counted for 
righteouſneſs. - Even as Davi 


works. 


tion, bath appeared to all men; teaching vs, that denying un- 
godlineſs, and worldly luſts, we ſhould live ſoberly, righteouſly, 
and godly in this preſent world; looking for that bleſſed hope, 
and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt: u ho gave himſelf for us, that he might redeem 
us from all iniquity, and purify unto himſelf a 11 ar people, 
zealous of good works. Chap. iii. 4 5. After tha 

and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared, not by 
works of righteouſneſs, which we have done, but according to 
his mercy he ſaved us by the waſhing of regeneration, and 
renewing of the Holy Ghoſt. v. 8. This is a faithful ſaying, 
and theſe things I will that thou affirm conſtantly, that they 
which-have believed in God, might be carcful to maintain good 
works : theſe things are good and profitable unto men. 


14 Sin ſhall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under 
the law, but under grace. Chap x. 3. Iſrael being ignorant of 
God's righteouſneſs, and going about to eſtabliſh their own righ- 


teouſneſs, have not ſubwitted themſelves unto the righteouſe 
neſs of God. 


ſake, he will magnify the law, and make it honourable. Matth. 
ut. 17. And lo, a voice from heaven, ſaying, This is my be- 
loved Son, in whom I am well pleaſed. 


law of righteouſneſs, hath not attained to the law of righteouſ- 
neſs. Wherefore? Becauſe they ſought it not by faith, but 
as it were by the works of the law: for they ſtumbled at that 
ſtumbling-ſtone ; as it is written, Behold, I lay in Sion a ſtum- 
bling-ſtune, and rock of offence ; and whoſoeyer believeth on 
him, ſhall not be aſhamed. 


Yet ſtill no man its partakes, 
But whom it truly godly makes (I). 


Which yet its approbation hath (m); 
The goſpel thwarts the le wm (n), 
ay (o 


Yet will approve the law ). 


() Rom. iv. 5. 6. To him that worketh not, but believeth 


alſo deſcribeth the bleſſedneſi 
the man unto whom God imputeth righteouſneſs without 


% Tit. ii. 11.——14 The grace of God that bringeth ſalva- 


t the kindneſs 


1) Cor. xv. 56.—The ſtrength of ſin is the law. Rotn. vi, 


n IC. xlii. 21. The Lord is well pleaſed for his righteouſneſs 


() Rom. ix. 31. 33 33. But Iſrael, which followed after the 


o 


__—_— 


296 G08 1 SonunzrTs. 


Hence though the goſpel's comely frame 

Doth openly the law condemn Cy): 

Yet they are blind, who never ſaw 

The goſpel juſtify the law (9). 

Thus goſpel-grace, and law- commands, 

Both bind and looſe each other's hands : 

2 can't agree on any terms (7), 

Yet hug each other in their arms ./. 
Thoſe that divide them cannot be 

The friends of truth and verity (2); 


(e) Rom. vii. 7. What ſhall we ſay then? Is the law ſin? 
God forbid. Nay, 1 had not known fin but by the law : for 


I had not known luſt, except the law had ſaid, Thou ſhalt not 


covet. v. 10. And the commandment which was ordained to 
life, I found to be unto death. v. 12. Wherefore the law is 
holy ; and the commandment holy, and juſt, and good. 

(p) Rom. x. 5.9. For Moſes deſcribeth the righteouſneſs 
which is of the law, That the man which doth thoſe things, 
ſhall live by them. But the righteouſneſs which is of faith 
ſpeaketh on this wiſe, Say not in thine heart, Who ſhall aſcend 
into heaven? (that is, to bring Chriſt down from above): or, 
Who ſhall deſcend into the deep? (that is, to bring up Chriſt 
again from the dead). But what ſaith it? The word is nigh thee, 
even in thy mouth, and in thy heart; that is the word of faith 
which we preach, That if thou ſhalt confeſs with thy mouth 


the Lord Jeſus, and ſhalt believe in thine heart, that God hath 


raiſed him from the dead, thou ſhalt be ſaved. 

( Rom. iii. 31. Do we then make void the law through 
faith? God forbid: yea, we eſtabliſh the law. * 

(r) Gal. iv. 21-—26, Tell me, ye that deſire to be under the 
law, do ye not hear the law? For it is written, that Abra- 
ham had two ſons; the one by a bond maid, the other by a 
free-woman. But he who was of the bond-woman was born 
after the fleſh: but he of the free-woman was by promiſe. 
Which things are an allegory; for theſe are the two covenants; 
the one from the mount Sinai, which gerdereth to bondage, 
which is Agar. For this Agar is mount Sinai in Arabia, and 
anſwereth to Jeruſalem which now is, and is in bondage with 
her children. But Jeruſalem which js above is free, which is 
the mother of "5 all. 3 

(ſ) PAY. IxxxTv. 10. Mercy and truth are met together: righ- 
teouſneſs and peace have kiſſed each other. 

(5s) Matth. xxiii. 23. Wo unto you, ſcribes and Phariſces, 
hy pocrites; for ye pay tithe of mint, and aniſe, and cummin, 
<4 have omitted the weightier matters of the law, judge* 
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Yet thoſe that dare confound the two, 
Deſtroy them both, and gender wo (7). 


This paradox none can decipher, 
That plow not with the goſpel-heifer. 


ment, mercy, and faith : theſe ought ye to have done, and not te 
leave the other undone. Rom. ii. 23. Thou that makeſt thy 
boaſt of the law, through breaking the law diſhonoureſt thou 
God? v. 25. 26. For circumciſion verily profiteth, if thou keep 
the law : but if thou be a breaker of the law, thy circumciſion is 
made uncircumcifion. Therefore, if the uncircumciſion keep 
the righteouſneſs of the law, ſhall not his uncircumcifion be 
counted for circumciſion ? Matth. xix. 6. What Ged hath join- 
ed together, let not man put aſunder. Chap. iii. 15. And 
Jeſus anſwering, ſaid unto him (John), Suffer it to be fo now: 
for thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteouſneſs. Then 
he ſuffered him. Chap. v. 27. Think not that I am come to 
deſtroy the law or the prophets: I am not come to deltroy, 
but to fulfil. v. 19. 20. Wholoever therefore ſhall break one 
of theſe leaſt commandments, and-ſhall teach men ſo, he ſhall 
be called the leaſt in the kingdom of heaven: but whoſoever 
ſhall do, and teach them, the ſame ſhall be called great in the 
kingdom of heaven. For 1 ſay unto you, That, except your 
righteouſneſs ſhall exceed the righteouſneſs of the ſcribes and x 
; Phariſees, ye ſhali in no caſe enter into the kingdom of heayen. f 
x john v. 6. This is he that came by water and blood, even Je- 
ſus Chriſt ; not by water only, but by water and blood: and it is 
the Spirit that beareth witneſs, becauſe the Spirit is truth. 
0) Gal. i. 6. 7. 8. I marvel that ye are ſo ſoon removed from 
him that called you into the grace of Chriſt, unto another go- 
ſpel: which is not another; but there be ſome that trouble 
you, and would pervert the goſpel of Chriſt. But though we, 
or an'angel from heaven, preach any other goſpel unto you, 
than that which we have preached unto you, let him be ac» 
curſed. Zeph. i. 4.4 will cut off —v. 5.—them that worſhip, 
and that ſwear by the Lord, and that ſwear by Matcham. Acts 
xv. 7. And when there had been much diſputing, Peter roſe 
up and ſaĩd uuto them, Men and brethren, ye kuow how that 
a good while ago, God made choice among us, that the Gen- 
tiles by my mouth ſhould hear the word of the goſpel, and be- 
lieve. v. 10. 11. Now therefore why tempt ye God to put a 
yoke upon the neck of the diſciples, which neither our fathers 
nor we were able to bear? But we believe that through the 
grace of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, we ſhall be ſaved even as they, 
Gal. v. 1. Stand faſt therefore in the liberty wherewith Chriſt 
hath made us free, and be not intangled again with the yoke of 
bondage. v. 4. Chriſt is become of no effect unto you, ho- 
ſoever of you are juſtified by the law; ye are fallen from grace. 
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SECT. I 


The difference betwixt the Law and the Goſpel. 


HE law, ſuppoſing I have all, 
Does ever for perfefion call: 

The goſpel ſuits my total want, 

And all the law can ſeek does grant. 

The law could - promiſe life to me, 

If my obedience pexfeCt be: 

But grace does promiſe life upon 

My Lord's obedience alone. 


The law fays, Do, and life you'll win: 
But grace ſays, Live, for all is done; 
The former cannot caſe my grief, 
The latter yields me full relief. 


By law convinc'd of ſinful breach, 
By goſpel-grace I comfort reach : 
The one my condemnation bears, 
The other juſſiſies and clears. 


The law ſhews my arrears are great, | 


The goſpel freely pays my debt : | 
The firſt does me the bankrupi cur/e, 
The laſt does bleſs and fill my purſe. 


The law will not abate a mite, 
The goſpel all the ſum will quite : 
There God in threat*nings is array'd, 
But here in promiſes diſplay'd. 

The law and goſpel diſagree, _ 
Like Hagar, Sarah, bond and free : 


 'The former's Hagar's ſervitude, 
The latter Sarah's happy brood. 


To Sinai black, and Zion fair, 


The word does law and grace compare. 
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Their curſing and their bleſing vye 
With Ebal and Gerizzim high. 


The law excludes not boafting vain, 
But rather feeds * my bane: 
But goſpel-grace allows no boat 
Save in the King the Lord of hoſts, | 


The law ſtill irritates my fin, 
And hardens my proud — therein ; 
But grace's melting pow'r renews, 
And my corruption — fubdues, 
The law with thunder, Sinai-hke, 
Does always dread and terror ſpeak: 
The goſpel makes a zoyful noiſe, 
And charms me with a fill, calm voice. 


The legal trumpet war proclaims, 45 
In wrathful threats, and fire, and flames: 
The goſpel - pipe, a peaceful ſound, 
Which ſpreads a kindly breath around. 


The law is weak through finful fleſh, 

The goſpel brings recruits afreſh : - 

The rl a killing letter wears, TE 
The laft a guick'ning ſpirit bears. | 
The law that ſeeks perfection's height, 

Yet gives no ſtrength, nor offers might 

But precious goſpel-tidings glad 
Declare where all is to be had. 


From me alone the law does crave, 
What grace affirms in Chriſt I have: 
When therefore law-purſuits inthral, 
I ſend the law to grace for all. 


The law brings terror to moleſt, 
The goſpel gives the weary reft : 
The one does flags of death diſplay, 
The other ſhews the living way. 
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The law by Moſes was expreſt, 

The 1 goſpel came by Chrift: . 
The firſt dim nature's light may trace, 
The laſt is only known by grace. 


The law may rouſe me from my ſloth, 
To faith and to repentance- both : n 
And though the law commandeth each, 
Let neither of them can it teach ; 4 


Nor will accept for current coin - 
The duties which it does injoin ; 

It /eeks all, but accepts no leſs 

Than conſtant, perfect righteouſneſs. 


The goſpel, on the other hand, 
Although it ifſue no command, 

But ſtrictly view'd, does whole conſiſt 
In promiſes and of ers bleſt ; 


Yet does it many duties teach, 
Which legal light could never reach : 
Thus faith, repentance, and the like, 
Are fire that goſpel-engines ſtrike. - 


They have acceptance-bere, through grace, 
The law affords them no ſuch place: 
Yet ſtill they come through both their hands, 
Through goſpel-teachings, law-commands. 


The law's a houſe of bondage ſore, + 
The goſpel opes the priſon · door: 

The firſt me hamper'd in its net, 

The laſt at freedom kindly ſet. 


The precept craves, the goſpel gives: 
While that me preſſes, this relieves ; 
And or affords the ſtrength I lack, 
Or takes the burden off my back. 


The law requires on pain of death, 
The goſpel courts with loving breath: 


* 
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While that conveys a deadly wound, 
This makes me perfect, whole and found. 


. There viewing how diſeas'd I am, 
I here perceive the healing balm : 
Afflicted here with ene of need, 
But here refreſh'd with meet 'remede. 


The law's a charge for what Lowe, 
The goſpel my diſcharge to ſhow ; 
The one a ſcene of fears doth ope, 
The other is the dvor of hype: 


An angry God the law reveal'd, - 
The goſpel ſhews him reconciPd : 
By that I know he was diſpled''d, 
By this I ſee his wrath' apprar d. 


The law thus ſhews the divine ire, 
And nothing but conſuming fire ; 
The goſpel brings the olive-branch, 

And blood the burning fire to quench. 


The law ſtill ſhews a fiery face, 

The goſpel ſhews a throne of grace; 
There juftice rides alone in ſtate, 
But here ſhe takes the ae 


Lo, in the law eee dwells, 
But Jeſus is'conceal'd; 


Whereas the goſpel's nothing elſe 
But Jeſus Chriſt Sun the 


„ne 
The harmony betwixt the Law and the Goſpel. 
Th law's a tutor much in vogue, 
To goſpel-grace a pedagegue ; 
1 ne goſpel to the law no le 


"Than its full end wy or Ae ere. 
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When once the fiery law of God 
Has chas'd me to the goſpel - road, 
Then back unto the holy law 

Moſt kindly goſpel - grace will draw. 


When by the law to grace I'm ch d, 
Grace by the law will have me ruld: 
Hence if I don't the law obey, 


I cannot keep the we. 
When I the goſpel - news believe, 
Obedience to the law I give: 


And that both in its fed ral dreſs, 
And as a rule of holineſs. 


Lo, in my Head I render all 
For which the fiery law can call : 
His bod unto its fire was fuel, 

His Spirit ſhapes me to its rule. 


When law and golpel kindly meet, 
To ſerve each other both unite: 
Sweet promiſes, and ſtern commands, 
Do work to one another's hands. 


The divine law demands no leſs | 

Than human perfect righteouſneſs: 
The goſpel gives it this, and more, 
'Ev'n divine righteouſneſs in ſtore. 


| Whate'er the righteous law require, 

The goſpel grants its whole deſire. 
Are law-commands exceeding broad? 
So is the righteouſneſs of Ged. 


How great ſoe er the legal charge, 
The goſpel - payment 's equal large: 
No loſs by man the law can bray, 
When grace provides a God to pay. 


The law makes goſpel-banquets ſweet, 
The goſpel makes the law complete : 
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Law-ſuits to grace's ſtorehouſe draw, 
Grace decks and-magmifies the law. 


Both law and goſpel cloſe combine, 
To make each other's luſtre ſhine : 
The goſpel all law-breakers ſhames, - 
The-law. all goſpel-ſlighters damns. 


The law is holy, juſt, and good: 
All this the goſpel ſeals with blood, 
And clears the royal law's juſt dues 
With dearly purchas'd revenues. 


The law commands me to believe, - 
The goſpel ſaving faith does give: 
The law enjoins me to repent, 

The goſpel gives my tears a vent. 


What in the goſpel-mint is coin'd, 
The ſame is in the law enjoin'd; . 
Whatever goſpel-tidings teach, - 
The law's authority doth reach. 


Here join the law and goſpel hands, 
What this me teaches, that commands : 
What virtuous forms the goſpel pleaſe, 
The ſame the law does authoriſe. 


And thus the law-commandment ſeals 
Whatever goſpel-grace reveals: 

The goſpel alſo for my good 

Seals all the law · demands with blood. 


The law moſt perfect ſtill remains, 
And ev'ry duty full contains: 

The goſpel its perfection ſpeaks, 

And therefore gives whate'er it ſecks. 


Next, what by law I'm bound unto, 
The ſame the goſpel makes me do : 
What preceptively that can crave, 
This effeftively can ingrave. 
** C0 2 
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All that by precepts Heav'n expects, 
Free grace by promiſes effects? 
To what_the law by fear may move, 
To that the goſpel leads by love. 


| To run to work the law commands; 
| The goſpel gives me feet and hands : 

| The one requires that I obey, : 

The other does the pow'r convey. * 


What in the law has duty's place, 
The goſpel changes to a grace: 
Hence legal duties therein nam'd, 
Are herein goſpel-graces fam'd. 


The precept checks me when I ſtray, 
The promiſe hald me in the way: 
That ſhews my folly when I roam, 
And this moſt kindly brings me home, 


Law-threats and precepts both, I ſee, 
With goſpel-promites agree; 

They to the go/pel are a ferice, 

And it to them a maintenance. 


The law, will, juſtify. all thoſe 

Who with the goſpel ranſam cloſe z 
The goſpel too approves for ay 

All thoſe that do the law obey. 


The righteous law condemns each man 
That dare reject the.goſpel plan: 

The holy goſpel none will ſave, 

On whom it won't the law ingrave. 


When Chriſt the tree of life I climb, 
I ſee both law and grace in bim: 

In him the law its end does gain, 

In him the promiſe is Amen. 


The law makes graceꝰs paſture ſweet, 
Grace makes the law my ſav'ry meat; 


* 
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Yea, ſweeter than the honey · comb, 
When grace and mercy brings it hame. - 


The precepts of the law me he wy 
What fruits of gratitude I owe 
But goſpel · grace hegets the . <A 
And moves me to the gratitude., SAW 
Law terrors panſe the puttid 3 1 
And goſpel grace applies the cure 
The one plows up the fallow: ground, 2 
The other ſows the ſeed around. BW 


A rigid maſter was the law, _ 
Demanding; brick, denying ſtra s:; 
But when with goſpel · tongue it ſings, 

It bids me "Ys and gives me wings. 


2 en ; 


Both law-and goſpel cloſe unite, 
Are ſeen with moſt ſolace,  -—- 
Where truth and. mercy kindly meet, 
In fair nn s face. 


The proper placeand lation of the Law andi. the Goſpel. 


Note, That in the- four following Paragraphs, a 204 aS in 


the three preceding Sections, . u is mult, x under it od 
the doctrine of the covenant o works; and and by Gofpch the 
doctrine of the covenant of grace. 


PARAGRAPH * 


The place and nr of Law and Goſpel i in general, 


HEN we the ſacred record 51 
Or d.vine TP eſt men 5 old and new ; 
Ce 3 
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The matter in moſt pages fix d, 
Is law and goſpel intermix'd. 


Yet few, ev'n in a learned age, 
Can ſo reſolve the ſacred page, 
As to diſcern with equal eye, 
Where law, where goſpel fever'd lie. 


One divine text with double clauſe 
May ſpeak the goſpel's voice and law's * : 
ence men to blend them both are apt, 
Should in one ſentence both be wrapt. 


But that we may the truth purſue, 
And give both law and grace their due, 
And God the glory there diſplay'd ; 
The foll'wing rules'may give us aid. 


Where e'er in ſacred writ we ſee 
A word of grace or promiſe free, 
With bleſſings dropt for Jeſus” fake ; 
We theſe for goſpel-news may take. 


But where a precept ſtrict we find 
With promiſe to our doing join'd, 

Or threat' ning with a wrathful frown ; 
This as the law we juſtly own. 


* Er. gr. Lev. xx. 7. 8. Sanctify yourſelves therefore and 
be ye holy : for I am the Lord your God, And ye ſhall keep 
my ſtatutes, and do them: I am the Lord which ſanctify you. 
3 John iv. 7. Beloved, let us love one another : for love is 
of God; and every one that loveth, is born of God, and 
knoweth God. Rom. v. 21m. That as fin hath reigned unto 
death, even ſo might grace reign through righteouſneſs unto 
eternal life, by Jeſus Chrift our Lord. Chap. vi. 23. For the 
wages of fin 1s death: but the gift of God is eternal life, 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Mark xvi. 15 16. And he ſaid 
_ unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the goſpel to 
every creature. He that believeth and is baptized, ſhall be 
— | but he that believeth not, ſhall be damned. John iti. 
18. He that believeth on him, is not condemned: but he that 
believeth not, is condemned already, becauſe he hath not 
believed on the name of the only begotten Son of God, &c. 
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ParaGrarn II. 


The place and flation of Law and Goſpel in parti - 

cular. Where the difference is noted betwixt the 
goſpel largely viewed in its. di tion, and 
Arictiy in itſe : and betwixt the goſpel, and faith 


receiving it. 


W Ouldſt thou diſtinctiy know the ſound 


Of law and grace, then don't confound 
The diſpenſation with the grace; 


For theſe two have a diſtinct place. 


The goſpel thus diſpens'd we ſee, 
Believe, and thou ſbalt ſaved be: 
If not, thou ſhalt be damn'd to hell, 
And in eternal torments dwell. 


Here precepts in it are diſpens'd, 

With #hreat'nings of damnation fenc'd ; 
The legal ſanction here takes place, 
That none may dare abuſe free grace. 


Yet nor does that command of faith, 
Nor this tremendous threat of wrath, 
Belong to goſpel ſtrictly ſo ; 

But to its diſpenſation do. 

The method of diſpenſing here, 

Does law and goſpel jointly bear; 
Becauſe the law's ſubſervient 

Unto the goſpel's bleſs'd intent. 


Precepts and threat'nings both make way, 


The goſpel bleſſings to convey ; 
Which differs much (though thus diſpens'd) 
From laws and threats whereby tis fenc'd. 


Believe, and thou ſhalt ſaved be, 
I; goſpel, but improperly ; 
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Yet ſafely men may call it thus, 
Becauſe tis ſo diſpens d to us. 
But ſure, the goſpel- news we ſing, 
Miuſt be ſome other glorious thing, 
Than precepts to believe the ſame, 
Whatever way we blend their name. 


The goſpel-treaſure's ſomething more 
Tban means that do apply the Rore : 
Believing is the method pav d. 
The goſpel is the thing believ'd. 


The precious thing is tidings ſweet 
Of Chriſt a Saviour. maſt complete, 
To fave from fin, and death, and wrath 
W hich tidings tend to gender faith. 


Faith comes by hearing God's record 

Concerning Jeſus Chriſt the Lord; 
And is the method Heav'n has bleſt 
For bringing to the goſpel-reſt. 


The joyful ſound is news-of grace, 
And life to Adam's guilty race, 
Through Jeſus” righteouſneſs divine, 
Which bright from faith to faith does ſhine. 


The promiſe of immortal bliſs 

Is made to this full righteouſneſs : 
By this our right to life is bought; 
Faith begs the right, but buys it not. 


True faith receives the offer'd good, 
And promiſe ſeal'd with precious blood: 
It gives no title to the bliſs, 

But takes th' intitling righteouſneſs. 


This- object great of ſaving faith, 
And this alone the promiſe hath ; 
For *tis not made to, faith's poor act, 
But is the prize that faith does take: 


mn 
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And only as it takes the ſama, 


It bears a great and famous name 3 
For ſelf, and all its grandeur, down 


It throws, that Chriſt may wear the crown. 


But if new /aws and threats were all 
That goſpel properly we call, 

Then were the precept to believe, 
No better news than do and live, 


If then we won't diſtin guiſh here, 


We cloud, but don't -* goſpel clear ; 
We blend it with the fiery law, 


And all into confuſion draw. 


The law of works we Introduce, 
As if old merit-were in ule, 


When man could /fe by doing won, | 
Ev'n though the work by grace were done. 


Old Adam in his i innocence 
Deriv'd his pow'r of doing bence: : 
As all he could was wholly due ; 


So all the working ffrength, he knew, 


Was only from the grace of God ... 
Who with ſuch favour did him load: 
-Yet was the promiſe to his act, - 
That he might merit by Ny” 


No merit but of pattion could 

Of men or angels e' er be told; 
The God - man only was fo bigh | | 
To merit by condignity. 


Were life now promis'd to our a8, 
Or to aur works by paction tack diz 


Though God ſhould his affiffance, Ke 6 


"Tis ſt a doing covenant. 


Though Heav'n its helping grace ſhapld yield, 


Yet merit's {till upon ae held; 
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We caſt the name, yet ſtill tis found 
Diſclaim'd but with a verbal found. 


If one ſhould borrow tools from you, 
That he ſome famous work might do; 
When once his work is well prepar'd, 
He ſure deſerves his due reward ; 


Yea, juſtly may he claim his dye, - 
Although he borrow'd tools from you : 
Ev'n thus the borrow'd ſtrength of grace 
Can't hinder merit to take place. 


From whence ſoe'er we borrow pow'rs,. 
If life depend on works of ours ; 
Or if we make the goſpel thus 


In any fort depend on us; 


We give the law the goſpel · place, 

Rewards of debt the room. of grace ; 

We mix Heav'n's treaſures with our traſh, 
And magnify corrupted fleſh. 


The new and goſpel covenant 

No promiſe to our works will grant; 
But to the doing of our Head, 

And in him to each goſpel-deed.- 


- To godlineſt, which is great gain, 
Promiſe is ſaid to appertain : 

But know, leſt you the goſpel mar, 

In whom it is we godly are. 


To him and to his righteouſneſs _ 
Still primar'ly the promi/e is; 

And not ev'n to the gracious deed, 
Save in and through the glorious Head. 


Pray let us here obſerve the odds, 

How law and grace take counter roads, 
The law of works no promiſe ſpake 
Unto the agent, but the at. | 
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It primar'ly no promiſe made 
Unto the per/on, but the deed: 
What'er the doing perſon ſhar'd, 
Twas for his deed he had reward. 


The law of grace o'erturns the ſcale, 

And makes the quite reverſe prevail: 

Its promiſe lights not on the deed, 
But on the doing perſon's head 


Not for his doing, but for this, 
Becauſe in Chriſt his perſon is; - 
Which union to the living Prince, 
His living works and deeds evince. 
Good fruits have promiſe in this view, 
As union to the Brancn they ſhew ; 
To whom the promiſes pertain, 
In him all yea, and all amen. 


Obſerve, pray; for if here we err, 
And do not-Chriſt alone prefer, 
But think the promiſe partly ſtands 
On our obeying new commands ; 


Th' old cov'nant-place to works we give, 
Or mingle grace with do and live ; 

We overcloud the goſpel-charms, 

And alſo break our working arms. 


More honour to the law profeſs, 
But giving more we give it leſs. 
Its heavy yoke in vain we draw, 

By turning goſpel into law. 


We rob grace of its joyful ſound, 
And bury Chriſt in Moſes” ground: 


At beſt we run a legal race 


Upon the field of geſpel· grace. 


--- 


CY 
* 


The poſpel no new law, but a joyful pony of grace 


The Joyful ſound of grace” ſuppxeſs.* | 


And yet no goſpel 
If as mere duties theſe we preſs, 


In darknefs of deſpair to grope. 


Hence fears and fetters 


That Heav'n all faving ſtore will give 
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and mercy. 


We may 8 2 4 rine hold ; 
ut goſpe |-call? in legal dreſs, - 


Faith and repeni 


tance may be taught, 
-tidings brought: 


And not as Parts of promis d bliſs. 


If only precepts we — | 
Though urg'd with ſtrongeſt argument, 
We leave the wak'ned ſinner's hope 


The man whom legal. precepts chaſe, 
As yet eſtrang d to ſov reign grace, 
Miſtaking evangelic charms, 

As if they ſtood on legal terms, 


Looks to himſelf, though dead in ſin, 
For grounds of faith and hope within; 
| grow and ſwell, 
Since nought's within but fin and hell. 
But faith that looks to-promis'd-grace, 
Clean out of ſelf the foul will chaſe, 


To Chriſt for righteouſneſs and ſtrength, 
And finds the joytul reſt at length. 


Proud fleſh and blood will ſtartle here, 
And hardly ſuch report can bear, 


To them that work not, but believe. 


Yet not of works, but 'tis the race 
Of faith, that it may be of grace: 
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For faith does nothing but agree 
To welcome this ſalvation free. 


« Come down, Zaccheus, quickly come, 
« Salvation's brought unto thy home : 
« In vain thou climb'ſt the legal tree, 
« Salvation freely comes to thee. 


« 'Thou dream'ſt of coming up to terms, 
« Come down into my ſaving arms; 

6 Down, down, and get a pardon free, 
On terms already wrought by me. 


4 Behold the bleſſings of my blood, 
« Bought for thy everlaſting good, 
« And freely all to be convey'd 
„Upon the price already paid. 


« T know thou haſt no good, and ſee 

J cannot ſtand on terms with thee, 

.« Whoſe fall has left thee nought to claim, 
% Nor aught to boaſt but fin and ſhame.” 


The law of heavy hard commands 
Confirms the wak*ned finner's bands; 
But grace proclaims relieving news, 

And ſcenes of matchleſs mercy ſhews. 


No precept clogs the goſpel - call, 
But wherein grace is all in all; 
No law is here but that of grace, 


Which brings relief in ev'ry caſe. 


The goſpel is the promiſe fair 

Of grace all ruins to repair, 

And leaves no finner room to ſay, 
« Alas! this debt I cannor pay 


« 'This grievous yoke I cannot bear, 
„This high demand I cannot clear.” 
| [Grace ſtops the mouth of ſuch complaints, 
And ſtore of full * preſents. 
: D d 
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The glorious goſpel is (in brief) 

A ſov'reign word of ſweet relief; 

Not clogg'd with cumberſome commands, 
To bind the ſoul's receiving hands. 


"Tis joyful news of ſov'reign grace, 

That reigns in ſtate through righteouſneſc, 
To ranſom from all threat*ning woes, 
And anſwer all commanding do's : 


This goſpel comes with help indeed, 
Adapted unto ſinners need: 33 
Theſe joyful news that ſuit their caſe, 
Are chariots of his drawing grace: 

"Tis here the Spirit pow'rful rides, 

The fountains of the deep divides; 

The King of glory's ſplendour ſhews, 
And wins the heart with welcome news. 


ParRacGRarn IV. _ 


The goſpel further deftribed, as a bundle of good 


news and gracious promiſes. 


HE firſt grand promiſe forth did break 
In threats againſt the tempting ſnake; 
; Yo may the goſpel in commands, 
Yet nor in threats nor precepts ſtands : 


But 'tis a doctrine of free grants 
To finners, that they may be ſaints : 
A joyful ſound of royal gifts, 

| To obviate unbelieving ſhifts; 


A promiſe of divine ſupplies, 
To work all gracious qualities 
In.thoſe who, proneſt to rebel, 
Are only qualify'd for hell. 
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Courting vile ſinners,” ev'n the chief, 
It leaves no cloak for unbelief ; 

But ev'n on groſs Manaſſehs calls, 
On Mary Magdalens and Sauls. 


Tis good news of a feuntain ope 
For fin and filth ; a door of hope 

For thoſe that lie in blood and gore,. 
And of a /alve for ev'ry fore. 


Glad news of fight unto the blind; 
Of light unto the dark'ned mind; 
Of healing to the deadly ſick ; 

And mercy both to Jew and Greek. 


Good news of gold to poor that lack; 
Of raiment to the naked back; 
Of binding to the wounds that ſmart ; 
And reſt unto the weary heart. 

F 


Glad news of freedom to the bound; 
Of fore all lofles to refound ; 
Of endleſs ie unto the dead; 


And preſent help in time of need. 


Good news of heav'n, where angels dwell, 
'Fo thoſe that well deſerved hell; 

Of frength to weak for work and war, 
And acceſs near to thoſe afar. 


Glad news of joy to thoſe that weep, 
And tender care of cripple ſheep ; 

Of /belter to the ſoul purſu'd, 

And cleanſing to the helliſh-bu'd : 


Of Foods to ſap the parched ground, 
And ftreams to run the deſert round ; 
Of ranſom to the captive caught, 
And harbour to the found'ring yacht ; 


Of timely aid to weary groans ; 
Of 7oy reſtor'd to * bones; 
- F : 2 
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Of grace divine to graceleſs preys, 
And glory to the vile and baſe: 


Of living water pure, that teems 

On fainting ſouls refreſhing ſtreams ; 
Of gen'rous wine to chear the ſtrong, 
And milk to feed the tender young: 


Of /aving faith to faithleſs ones z 

Of ſeſt' ning grace to flinty ſtones ; 

Of pardon to a guilty crew, 

And mercy fiee, where wrath was due. 


Good news of welcome kind to all, 

That come to Jeſus at his call; 

Yea, news of drawing pow'r, when ſcant, 
To thoſe that fain would come, and can't. 


Glad news of rich myſterious grace, 
And mercy meeting ev'ry caſe ; * 
Of fore immenſe all voids to fall, 
And free to whoſcever will - 


Of Chrift exalted as a Prince, 
Pardens to give and penitence ; . 

Of grace o'ercoming ſtubborn wills, 
And leaping over Bether hills. 


Foith comes by hearing theſe reports; 
Straight to the court of grace reſorts, 
And free of mercenary thought, 

Gets royal bounty all for nought. 


Faith's wing within the clammy ſea 
Of legal merit cannot fly; 

But mounting mercy's air apace, 
Soars in the element of grace. 


But as free love the bleſſing gives 
To him that works not, but believes: 
So ſaith, once reaching its deſire, 
Works hard by love, but not for hire. 
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CHAP. III. 


cerning Juſtification and San#tification, 
their difference and harmony. 


SECT. I. 


The difference between Juſtification and SanQifica- 
tion, or righteouſneſs imputed and grace impart- 


ed; in upwards of thirty particulars. 


by. the words, . imputed grace, juſtifying grace, righteouſ- 
neſs, &c.; ſantti fication by the names, imparted grace, grace, 
graces, holineſs, ſanity, Cc. woich the yudic;ows will cafuly 
underſtand. 


Ind Jeſus ſpent his /ife to fpin 
My robe of perfect righteouſneſs ; -. 
But by his Spirit's work within 

He forms my gracious holy dreſs. 

He as a Prieft me juſtifies, 

His blood does roaring conſcience ſtill; 

But as a King he ſanctiſies, | 

And ſubjugates my ſtubborn will. 


He juſtifyiog by his merit, 
Imputes to me his righteouſneſs; 
But ſanctifying by his Spirit, 
Infuſes in me ſaving grace. 


My juſtifying righteouſneſs 
Can merit by condignity; 

But nothing with my ſtrongeſt grace 
Can be deſerv'd by naughty me. 


This juſtifying favour ſets 
The guilt of all my fin remote; 
©, - '" F * Rem 
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Note, That (metri cauſs) jufification is bere ſometimes expreſſed © 
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But ſanctifying grace deletes | 
The Filth and blackneſs of its blot. 


By virtue of this righteouſneſs 
Sin can't condemn nor juſtly brand 
By virtue of infuſed grace | 


Anon it ceaſes to command. 


The righteouſneſs: which I enjoy, 

Sin's damning pow'r will wholly ſtay ; 
And grace imparted will deſtroy 

Its ruling domineering ſway. - * 


The former is my Judge's act 
Of condonation full and free: 
The latter his commenced fa#, 
And gradual work advanc'd in me. 


The former's inſtantaneous, 
The moment that I firſt believe : 
The latter is, as Heav'n allows, 
Progreſſive while on earth I live. 


The firſt will peace to conſcience give, 
The laſt the filthy heart will cleanſe; 
The firſt effects a relative, 


The laſt a real inward change. 


The former pardons ev'ty fin, 
And counts me righteous, free, and juſt: 
The latter guickens grace within, | 


And mortifes my fin and luſt. 


Imputed grace intitles me 
Unto eternal happineſs ; 
Imparted grace will gualify 
That heav'nly kingdom to poſſeſs. 


My righteouſneſs is infinite, 
Both ſubjectively and in kind 
My holineſs moſt incomplete, 
And daily wavers like the wind. 
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So laſting is my auter dreſs, 


It never wears nor waxes old; 
My inner garb of, grace decays 
And fades, if Heav'n do not uphold. 


My righteouſneſs and pard6n is 

At once moſt perfect and complete; 
But ſanctity admits degrees, 
Does vary, fluctuate, and fleet. 


Hence fix'd, my righteouſneſs divine 
No real change can undergo ; 

But all my graces wax and wane, 
By various turnings ebb and flow. 


I'm by the firſt as righteous now, 
As Cer hereafter can be: 

The laſt will to perfection grow, 
Heav'n only is the full degree. 


The firſt is equal, wholly giv'n, 

And till the ſame in ev'ry ſaint ; 
The laſt unequal and unev'n, 

While ſome enjoy what others want, 


My righteouſneſs divine is freſh, 
For ever pure and heav'nly both; 
My ſanctity is partly feſb, 
And juſtly term'd'a menſt rous cloth. 


My righteouſneſs I magnify, 
Tis my triumphant lofty flag; 
But pois'd with this, my ſanctity 
Is nothing but a filthy rag. 


I glory in my righteouſneſs, | 
And loud extol it with my tongue ; 

But all my grace, compar'd with this, 
I under-rate as loſs and dung. 


By juſtiſying grace I'm apt 
Of divine favour free to boaſt; 
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By holineſs Pm partly ſhap'd 
Into his image I had loſt. 


The firſt to divine juftice pays 
A rent to ſtill the furious ſtorm ; 
The laſt to divine holineſs , 
Inſtructs me duly to conform. 


The firſt does quench the fiery law, 
Its rigid cov'nant fully ſtay 
The laſt its rule 2 draw, 
To deck my heart, and gild my way. 


The ſubjeF of my righteouſneſs 

Is Chriſt himſelf my glorious Head ; 
But I the ſubject am of grace, 

As he ſupplies my daily need. 


The matter of the former too 

Is only Chriſt's obedience dear ; 
But lo, his helping me to do 

Is all the work and matter here. 


I on m righteouſneſs rely 

For Heav'n's acceptance free, and win; 
But, in this matter, muſt deny 

My grace, ev'n as I do my lin. 


Though all my graces precious are, 
Yea, perfect alſo in defire ; 

They cannot ſtand before the bar 
Where awful juſtice is umpire : 


But, in the robe that Chriſt did ſpin, 
They are of great and high requeſt ; 


They have acceptance wrapt within 
My elder Brother's bloody veſt. 


My righteouſneſs proclaims me great 
And fair ev'n in the „ght of God; 
But ſanctity's my main et 
Before the gazing world abroad. 
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More juſtify'd I cannot be 
By all my moſt religious acts; 
But theſe increaſe my ſanctity, 
That's ſtill attended with defects. I 


My righteouſneſs the ſafeſt ark 

Midſt ev'ry threat'ning flood will be; 
My graces but a leaking Vark 
U pon a ſtormy raging ſea. 


I ſee in juſtifying-grace 
God's love to me does ardent: burn; 
But by imparted holineſs 


I grateful love for love return. 


My righteouſneſs is that which draws: 
My thankful heart to this reſpect: 

The former then is firſt the cauſe, 
The latter is the ſweet ect. 


- 


Chriſt is in juſtifying me, | 

By name, The Lord my righteouſneſs ; 
But, as he comes to ſanctify, 

The Lord my ftrength and help he is. 


In that I have the patient's place, 
For there ]J&Hovan's act is all; 

But in the other I'm through grace 
An agent working at his call. 


The fir/t does ſla viſb fear forbid, 
For there his wiath revenging ends; 
The /aft commands my filial dread, 
For here paternal ire attends. 


The former does annul my wo, 
By God's judicial ſentence paſt ; 

The latter makes my graces grow, 
Faith, love, repentance, and the-reft. 


The firſt does divine pard'ning love 
Moſt freely manifeſt to me; 
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The laſt makes ſhining graces prove 
Mine int'reſt in the pardon free. 


My foul in juſtifying grace 

Does full and free acceptance gain; 
In ſanctity I heav'nward preſs 

By ſweet aſſiſtance J obtain. 


The firſt declares I'm free of debt, 
And nothing left for me to pay; 
The laſt makes me a debtor yet, 
But helps to pay it ev'ry day. 
My righteouſneſs with wounds and blood 
Diſcharg'd both law and: juſtice* ſcore ; 
Hence with the debt of gratitude 
Tl charge myſelf for evermore. 


SECT. 1. 


The harmony between Juſtification and SanCtifica- 
t10N, 


E who me decks with righteouſneſs, 
With grace will alſo clothe ; 
For glorious Jeſus came to bleſs 

By blood and water both. 


That in his righteouſneſs I truſt, 
My ſanctity will ſhow ; 

Though graces cannot make me juſt, 
They /bew me to be ſo. | 


All thoſe who freely juſtify'd 
Are of the pardon'd race, 

Anon are alſo ſanctify'd 
And purify'd by grace. 

Where juſtice ſtern does juſtify, 
There holineſs is clear'd ; 
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Heav'n's equity and ſanctity ws 
Can never be ſever'd. 

Hence, when my ſoul with pardon deck'd, 
Perceives no divine ire, A 

Then holineſs I do affect 
With paſſionate deſire. 


His juſtifying grace is ſuch 
As wafts my ſoul to heav'n : 

I cannot chooſe but love him much, 
Who much has me forgiv'n. 


The Sun of righteouſneſs that brings 
Remiſhon in his rays, 

The healing in his golden wings 
Of light and heat conveys. 

Where-ever Jeſus is a Prieſt, 
There will he be a King; 


He that aſſoils from ſin's arreſt, 
Won't tolerate its reign. 


The title of a precious-grace 
To faith may juſtly fall; 

Becauſe its open arms embrace 
A precious Chriſt for all. 


From precious faith a precious ſtrife 
Of precious virtues flow; 

A precious heart, a precious life, 
And precious duties too. 


Where · ever faith does juſtify, 
It purifies the heart; 

'The pardon and the purity 
Join hands and never part. 


The happy ſtate of pardon doth 
An holy life infer: 


In ſubjects capable of both 
They never ſunder'd were. 
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Yet in defence of truth muſt we 

Diſtincctly view the twain : 

That how they differ, how agree, 
We may in truth maintain. 


Two natures in one perſon dwell, 


Which no divifien know, 
In our renown'd Immanuel, 


Without confuſton too. 


Thoſe that divide them groſsly err, 
Though yet diſtinct they be: 

Thoſe who conſuſion hence infer, 
Imagine blaſphemy. 

Thus righteouſneſs and grace we muſt. 
Nor ſunder nor confound ; . 

Flſe holy peace to us is loſt, 
And ſacred truth we wound. 


While we their proper place maintain, 
In friendſhip ſweet they dwell ; 

But or to part or blend the twain, 
Are errors hatch'd in hell. 


T0 ſeparate what God does join, 


Is wicked and profane; 
To mix and mutilate his coin, 
Is damnable and vain. 


Though plain diſtinction muſt take place; 
Yet no diviſion here, 
Nor dark confuſion, elſe the grace 
Of both will diſappear. 


Lo, errors groſs on ev'ry ſide 
Conſpire to hurt and wound; 
Antinomiſts do them divide, 


And legaliſts confound. 
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CHAP. IV. 


The BELIEvER's PRINCIPLES concern- 
ing Faith and Senſe. 


1. Of faith and ſenſe natural. 

2. Of faith and ſenſe ſpiritual. . 

3. The harmony and diſcord between faith and 
ſenſe. x 

4. The valour and viftories of faith. 

5. The heights and depths of ſenſe. 

6. Faith and frames compared, or faith building 
upon ſenſe diſcovered. 


TUHET. 1. 
Faith and ſenſe natural, compared and diſiinguiſbed. 


Hen Abram's body, Sarah's womb, 
Were ripe for nothing but the tomb, 
Exceeding old, and wholly dead, 

Unlike to bear the promis'd ſeed ; 


Faith ſaid, I fball an Tſaac ſee ; 

No, no, ſaid ſenſe, it cannot be: 
Blind reaſon to augment the ſtrife, 
Adds, How can death engender life? 


My heart is like a rotten tomb, 

More dead than ever Sarah's womb ; 
O! can the promis'd ſeed of grace 
Spring forth from ſuch a barren place ? 


venſe gazing but on flinty rocks, 

My hope and expectation chokes : 

But could I, ſkill'd in Abram's art, 

O'erlook my dead and barren heart; 
E e 
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And build my hope on nothing leſs 
Than divine pow'r and faithfalneſs 3 
Soon would I find him raiſe up ſons 


To Abram, out of rocks and ſtones. 


Faith acts as buſy boatmen do, 

Who backward look and forward row; 
It looks intent to things unſeen, 
Thinks objects viſible too mean. 


Senſe thinks it madneſs thus to ſteer, * 
And only truſts its cye and ear 

Into faith's boat dare thruſt its oar, 
And put it further from the ſhore. 


Faith does alone the promiſe eye; 
Senſe wont believe unleſs it ſee; 
Nor can it truſt the divine guide, 
Unleſs it have both wind and tide. 


Faith thinks the promiſe ſure and good; 
Senſe doth depend on likelihood ; 
Faith ev'n in ſtorms believes the ſeers ; 


Senſe calls all men, ev'n prophets, liars. 


Faith uſes means, but reſts on none ; 
Senſe fails when outward means are gone: 
Truſts more on probabilities, 

Than all the divine promiſes. 


It reſts upon the ruſty beam 

Of outward things that hopeful ſeem; 
Let theſe its ſupports fink or ceaſe, 

No promiſe then can yield it peace. 


True faith that's of a divine brood, 
Conſults not baſe with fleſh and blood; 


But carnal ſenſe, which ever errs, 
With carnal reaſon {till confers. 


W hat ! won't my diſciples believe 
That I am riſen from the grave? 


1 
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Why will they pore on duſt and death, 
And overlook my quick'ning breath? 


Why do they ſlight the word I ſpake ? 
And rather ſorry counſel take 

With death, and with a pow'rleſs grave, 
If they their captive can relieve ? 


Senſe does inquire if tombs of clay 
Can ſend their gueſts alive away ; 

But faith will hear JeEHovan's word, 
Of life and death the ſov'reign Lord. 


Should I give ear to rotten duſt, 
Or to the tombs confine my truſt; 
No reſurreCQtion can I ſee, 

For duſt that flies into mine eye. 


What! Thomas, can't thou truſt ſo much 
To me as to thy ſight and touch? 

Won't thou believe till ſenſe be guide, 
And thruſt its hand into my ſide? 


Where is thy faith, if it depends 

On nothing but thy finger-ends? | 
But bleſs'd are they the truth who ſeal 
By faith, yet neither ſee nor ſeel. 


S E e T. 18 2 


Faith and ſenſe ſpiritual compared and diſtinguiſbed 
Where alſo the difference between the aſſurance of 
Jaith and the aſſurance of ſenſe. 


H E certainty of faith and ſenſe © 
Wide differ in experience: 
Faith builds upon Thus ſaith the Lord ; 
Senſe views his work, and not his word. 


God's word without is faith's reſort, 
His work within doth ſenſe ſupport. 
12 3 
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By faith we truſt him without * pawns, 
By ſenſe we handle with out hands. 


By faith the word of truth's receiv'd, 
By ſenſe we know we have believ'd. 
Faith's certain by fiducial acts, 

denſe by its evidential facts. 


Faith credits the divine report, 

Senſe to his breathings makes reſort: + 
That on his word of grace will hing, 
This on his Spirit witneſſmng. 


By faith I take the Lord for mine, 
By ſenſe I feel his love divine: 

By that I touch his garment's hem, 
By this find virtue thence to ſtream. 


By faith I have mine all on band, 
By ſenſe I have ſome ſtock in hand : 
By that ſome viſon is begun, 

By this I ſome ruit ion win. 

My faith can fend ev'n in exile, 
Senſe cannot live without a ſmile. 
By faith I to his promi/e fly, 

By ſenſe I in his b/c he. 


Faith builds upon the truth of God, 
That lies within the promiſe broad; 
But ſenſe upon the truth of grace 

- His hand within my heart did place. 


Thus Chrift's the object faith will eye, 
And faith's the object ſenſe may ſee : 


Faiih keeps the truth of God in view, 
W hike ſenſe the truth of faith may ſhew. 


Hence faith's aſſurance firm can ſtand, 
When ſenſe's in the deep may ſtrand 


. Pledges, 
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And faith's perſuaſion full prevail, 
When comfortable ſenſe may fail. 


I am afſur'd when faith's in act, 
Though ſenſe and feeling both I lack: 
And thus myſterious is my lot, 
I'm oft afſur'd when I am not; 


Oft pierc'd with racking doubts and fears: 
Yet faith theſe brambles never bears ; 

But unbelief that cuts my breath, 

And ſtops the language of my faith. 


Clamours of unbelieving fears, 

So frequently diſturb mine ears, 

I cannot hear what faith would ſay, 
Till once the noiſy clamours ſtay. 


And then will freſh experience find, 

When faith gets leave to ſpeak its mind, 
The native language thereof is, | 
My Lord is mine, and 1 am his. 


Sad doubtings compaſs me about, 
Yet faith itſelf could never doubt; 
For, as the ſacred volume faith, 
Much doubting argues little faith. 


The doubts and fears that work my grief, 
Flow not from faith, but unbelief; 

For faith, whene'er it acteth, cures 

The plague of doubts, and me aſſures. 


But when mine eye of faith's aſleep, 
I dream of drowning in the deep: 
But as befals the fleeping eye, 

Though ſight remain, it cannot ſee ; 


The ſeeing faculty abides, „ 
Though ſleep from active ſeeing hides: 

So faith's aſſuring pow'rs endure 

Ev'n when it ceaſes to aſſure. 

E e 3 


330 Gos YEL SONNETS. 


There's ſtill perſuaſion in my faith, 
Ev'n when I'm fill'd with fears of wrath ; 
The truſting þ2b:t ſtill remains, 

Though flumbers hold the a in chains, 


The aſſuring faculty it keeps, 

_ Ev'n when its eye in darkneſs ſleeps, 
Wrapt up in doubts ; but when it wakes, 
It rouſes up aſſuring acts. 


8 ECT. III. 


* 
* 


The harmony and diſcord between faith and ſenſe ; 


hew they help, and how they mar each other. 


Hough gallant faith can keep the field 
When cow'rdly ſenſe will fly or yield; 


Yet while I view their uſual path, 
Senſe often ſtands and falls with faith. 


Faith uſhers in ſweet peace and joy, 
Which further heartens faith's employ : 
Faith like the head, and ſenſe the heart, 
Do mutual vigour freſh impart. 


When lively faith and feeling ſweet, 
Like deareſt darlings, kindly meet, 
They ſtraight each other help and hug 
In loving friendſhip cloſe and ſnug. 


Faith gives to ſenſe both life and breath, 


And ſenſe gives joy and ſtrength to faith ; 


4 O now, fays faith, how fond do I 
% In ſenſe's glowing boſom lie!“ 


Their mutual kindneſs then is ſuch, 
That oft they doting too too much, 
Embrace each other out of breath ; 
As Aſop bugg'd his child to death. 


Faith leaping into ſenſe's arms, 
Aliur'd with her bewitching charms, 
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In hugging theſe, lets raſhly flip 

The proper object of its gripe. 

Which being loſt, behold the thrall ! 
Anon faith loſes.fenfe and all ; 

Thus unawares cuts ſenſe's breath, 
While ſenſe trips up the heels of faith, 


Her charms aſſuming Jeſus? place, 
While faith's lull'd in her ſoft embrace; 
Lo, ſoon in dying pleaſure's wrapt, 

Its living joy away is ſnapt. 
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S E C T. Iv. 
The valour and viftories of ſaith. 


Y faith I unſeen Being ſee 

Forth lower beings call, 

And ſay to nothing, Let it be, 
And nothing hatches all. 


By faith I know the worlds were made 
By God's great word of might; 
How ſoon, Let there be light, he ſaid, 

That moment there was light. 


By faith I ſoar and force my flight, 

Through all the clouds of ſenſe; wo 
I ſee the glories out of fight, 

With brighteſt evidence. 


By faith I mount the azure ſky, 
And from the lofty ſphere, 

The earth a little mote eſpy, 
Unworthy of my care. 


By faith I ſee the unſeen things, 
Hid from all mortal eyes; ; 
Proud reaſon ſtretching all its wings, 
Beneath me flutt'ring lies. 
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By faith I build my laſting hope 
On righteouſneſs divine; 

Nor can I fink-with ſuch a prop, 
Whatever ſlorms combine. 


By faith my works, my righteouſneſs, 
And duties all I om 

But loſs and dung ; and lay my ſtreſs 
On what my Lord has done. 


By faith I overcome the world, 
And all its hurtful charms ; 
I'm in the heav'nly chariot hurl'd 
Through all oppoſing harms. . 


By faith I have a conqu'ring pow'r 
To tread upon my foes, 
To triumph in a dying hour, 
And baniſh all my woes. 


By faith in midſt of wrongs I'm right, 
In fad decays I thrive; 
In weakneſs I am ſtrong in might, 

In death I am alive. 


By faith I ſtand when deep I fall, 
In darkneſs I have light; 

Nor dare I doubt and queftion all 
When all is out of fight. 


By faith I truſt a pardon free, 
Which puzzles fleſh and blood; 

To think that God can juſtify, 
Where yet he ſees no good. 


* 


By faith ] keep my Lord's commands, 
To verify my truſt ; | 

I purify my heart and hands, 
And mortify my luſt. _ 


By faith my melting ſoul repents, 
When pierced Chriſt appears; 
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My heart in grateful praiſes vents, 
Mine eyes in joyful tears. 


By faith I can the mountains vaſt 
Of ſin and guilt remove 


And them into the ocean caſt, 
The ſea of blood and love. 


By faith I ſee JI HOYA high 
Upon a throne of grace 


I ſee him lay his vengeance by, 
And ſmile in Jeſus face. 


By faith I hope to ſee the Sun, 
The light of grace that lent 
His everlaſting circles run, 
In glory's firmament. 


By faith I'm more than conqueror, 
Ev'n though I nothing can; 

Becauſe I ſet JEHovan's pow'r 
Before me in the van. 


By faith I counterplot my foes, 
Nor need their ambuſh fear ; 

Becauſe my life- guard alſo goes 
Behind me in the rear. 


By faith I walk, I run, I fly, 
; By faith I ſuffer thrall; 
By faith l'm fit to live and die, 
By faith I can do all. 


SECT. v. 
The heights and depths of ſenſe, 


Hen Heav'n me grants, at certain times, 
Amidſt a pow'rful gale, 

Sweet liberty to mone my crimes, 

And wand'rings to bewail; 


* 
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Then do I dream my finful brood, 


Drown'd in the ocean main 
Of cryflal tears and crimſon blood, 
Will never live again. 


I get my foes beneath my feet, 
I bruiſe the ſerpent's head; 
I hope the vict'ty is complete, 
And all my luſts are dead. . 


How gladly do I think and ſay, 
When thus it is with me, 


Sin to my ſenſe is clean away,. 
And ſo ſhall ever be? 


But ab, alas! th* enſuing hour 
My luſts ariſe and ſwell, 

They rage and reinforce their pow'r, 
With new recruits from hell. 


Though I reſolv'd and fwore through grace 
In very ſolemn terms, f 

I never ſhould my luſts embrace, 
Nor yield unto their charms 


Yet ſuch deceitful friends they are, 
While I no danger dream, 
I'm ſnar'd before I am aware, 


And hurry'd down the ſtream. 


Into the gulf of fin anon, 
I'm plunged head and ears; 
Grace to my /en/e is wholly gone, 
And Jam chain'd in fears; 


Till ſtraight my Lord with ſweet ſurpriſe 
Returns to looſe my bands, 
With kind compaſſion in his eyes, 
And pardon in his hands. 


Yet thus my life is nothing elſe 
But heav'n and hell by turns; 
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My ſoul, that now in Goſhen dwells, 
Anon in Egypt mourns. 


8 ECT. VT. 


Faith and frames compared, or faith building upon 
ſenſe diſcovered. 


Aith has for its foundation broad 
A ſtable rock on which I ſtand, 
he truth and faithfulneſs of God, 


All other grounds are finking ſand. 


My frames and feelings ebb and flow ; 
And when my faith depends on them, 
It fleets and ſtaggers to and fro, 

And dies amidſt the dying frame. 


That faith is ſurely moſt unſtay'd, 

Its ſtagg'ring can't be counted ſtrange, 
That builds its hope of laſting aid 

On things that ev'ry moment change. 


But could my faith lay all its load 
On Jeſus everlaſting name, 
Upon the righteouſneſs of God, 
And divine truth that's ſtill the ſame : 


Could I believe what God has ſpoke, 
Rely on his unchanging love, 

And ceaſe to graſp at fleeting ſmoke, 
No changes would my mountain move. 


But when, how ſoon the frame's away, 
And comfortable feelings fail; 
So ſoon my faith falls in decay, 
And unbelieving doubts prevail: 


This proves the charge of latent vice, 
And plain my faith's defects may ſhow; 
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I built the houſe on thawing ice, 
That tumbles with the melting ſnow, 


When divine ſmiles in fight appear, 
And I etijoy the heav'nly gale ; 
When wind and tide, and all is fair, 
I dream my faith ſhall never fail: 


_—_ will falſe concluſions draw, 
at ſtrong my mountain ſhall remain 
That in my faith there is no flaw, © 

Pl never never doubt again. 


I think the only reſt I take, 

Is God's unfadin 2 name; 
And fancy not my faith ſo weak, 

As cer to truſt a fading frame. 


But ah! by ſudden turns I ſee 
My lying heart's fallacious guilt, 
And that my faith, not firm in me, 
On finking ſand was partly built: 


For lo! when warming beams are gone, 
And ſhadows fall; alas, *tis odd, 

I cannot wait the riſing Sun, 
I cannot truſt a hiding God. 


So much my faith's aſhance ſeems 
Its life from fading joys to bring, 

That when I loſe the dying ſtreams, 
I cannot truſt the hving ſpring. 


When drops of comfort quickly dry'd, 
And ſenſible enjoyments fail; 

When cheering apples are deny'd, 
Then doubts inſtead of faith prevail. 


But why, though fruit be ſnatch'd from me, 
Should I diſtruſt the glorious Root; 

And till affront the ſtanding Tree, 
By truſting more to falling fruit? 
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The ſmalleſt trials may evince'- io 
My faith unfit to ſtand the ſhock; 

That more depends on flecting ſenſe, Wy 
Than on the fix d eternal rock. a, | 


The ſafeſt ark when floods ariſe, ca 
Is ſtable truth that changes hats „I nts} 
How weak's my faith, that more relies 

On feeble ſenſe's floating boat ? 


For when the fleeting frame is gone, 
I ſtraight my ſtate in queſtion call; 
I droop and fink ini deeps anon, 
As if my frame were all in all. 


But though I miſs the pleaſing IF 
And Heav'n withdraw the charming glance; 

Unleſs JzHovan's oath. can fail, 

My faith may keep its countenance. - 


The frame of nature ſhall decay, | 
Time-changes: break her ruſty IEA ; 
Yea, heav'n and earth ſhall paſs away; 

But faith's foundation firm remains. 


Heav'n's promiſes ſo fix'dly Gn N 
Ingrav'd with an immortal 

In great Immanuel 's mighty ++» hh 
All hell's attempts to raze are vain. 


Did faith with none but truth adyiſe, | 
My ſteady ſoul would move no 3 
Than ſtable hills when tempeſts riſ 


Or ſolid rocks when billows 4 " 


But when my faith the counſel hears 
Of preſent ſenſe and reaſon blind, 
My wav'ring ſpirit then appears _—_ 
A feather toſs d with ev'ry wind. 


Lame legs, of faith unequal crook : 


Thus mine, alas! 17 'vly ſtand, 
F 
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Elſe I would truſt my ſtable. Rock,, 
Not fading frames and feeble ſand. tet 7 


I would, when dying comforts fly, 

As much as when they preſent ants 
Upon my living j for rely,  - 

Help, _ or here I tems ert. 


CHAP. V. de 


The Bar ftenb 5 paigcirrE Es contern- 
ing Heaven and Earth. 


The work and contention of heaven. 


N heav'nly choirs a queſtion roſe, 
That ſtirr'd up ſtrife will never cloſe, 

What rank of all the ranſom' d race 

Owes higheſt praiſe to ſow reign grace? 

Babes thither caught from womb and breaſt, 

Claim'd right to fing above the reſt ; 


Becauſe they found This bappy ſhore 
They never ſaw nor ſought before. 


. | Thoſe that atri d at riper age 

Before they left the duſky ſtage, 
x Thought grace deſerv'd yet higher praiſe, 
That waſh'd the blots of num'rous days. 


Anon the war more cloſe bep gan, FI | 
What praiſing harp ſhould d the van * 


And which of grace's heav'nly peers 
Was deepeſt run in her arrears? 


« *Tis I (ſaid one), bove all my race, 
« Am debtor chief to glorious grace.” 
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9 Nay, (ſaĩd another), hark, 1 trow, 
« Pm more oblig'd to grace than you. 


« Stay, (faid a third), I deepeſt ſhare 
« In owing praife beyond compare; 
« The chief of finners, you'll allow, 


« Muſt be the chief of fingers now.“ 


« Hold, (ſaid a fourth), I here proteſt 
« My praifes muſt outvie the beſt; 

© For Pm of all the human race 
The higheſt miracle of grace.” 


« Stop, (ſaid a fifth), theſe notes forbear, 
« Lo, I'm the greateſt wonder here; 

« For I of all the race that fell, 
“ Deſerv'd the loweſt place in hell.“ 


A ſoul that higher yet aſpir'd, 
With equal love to Jeſus fir'd, 
« *Tis mine to ſing the higheſt notes 
£& To love, that waſh'd the fouleſt blots.” 


« Ho, (cry'd a mate), tis mine PlI prove, 
« Who finn'd in ſpite of light and love, 
To ſound his praiſe with loudeſt bell, 

66 That fay'd me from the loweſt hell.” 


«© Come, come, (faid one), Il hold the plea, 
«© That higheſt praiſe is due by me; 
« For mine, of all the ſav'd by grace, 

«© Was the moſt dreadful, deſp'rate cafe.” 


Another riſing at his fide, 

As fond to praiſe, and free of pride, 

Cry'd, “ Pray give place, for I defy 
That you ſhould owe more praiſe than I: 


« I' yield to none in this debate 
I'm run ſo deep in grace's debt, 
That ſure I am, I boldly can 

Compare with all 157 heav'nly clan.“ 
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Quick o'er their heads a trump awoke, 

„ Your ſongs my very heart have ſpoke; 
But ev'ry note you here propale, | 
„ Belongs to me beyond you all.” 


The liſt'ning millions round about | 
With ſweet reſentment loudly ſhout : 
„What vojce is this, comparing notes, 
% That to their ſong chief place allots ? 
« We can't allow of ſuch a ſound, - 

% That you alone have higheſt ground 
« 'To ling the royalties of grace; 

« We claim the ſame adoring place.” 


What ! will no rival-finger.yield 
He has a match upon the field ? 

« Come, then, and let us all agree 
«© To praiſe upon the higheſt key.” 


Then jointly all the harpers round 
In mind unite, with ſolemn found, 
And ſtrokes upon the higheſt ſtring, 
Made all the heav'nly arches ring: 


Ring loud, with hallelujahs high, 

To him that ſent his Son to die; 

And to the worthy Lamb of God, 
That lov'd and uaſb d them in his blood. 


Free grace was fov'reign empreſs crown'd 
In pomp, with joyful ſhouts around : 
Aſſiſting angels clapp'd their wings, 

And ſounded grace on all their ſtrings. 


The emulation round the throne 
Made proſtrate hoſts (who ev'ry one 
The humbleſt place their right avow) 
Strive who fbculd give the loweſt bow. 


The next contention without vice 
Among the birds of paradiſe, 
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Made ev'ry glorious warbling throat 
Strive who ſbould raiſe the higbeſt note. 


Thus in ſweet, holy, humble ſtrife, 
Along their endleſs, joyful lite, 

| Of Jeſus all the harpers rove, 

And ſing the wonders of his love. 


Their diſcord makes them all unite 
In raptures moſt divinely ſweet ; 
So great the ſong, ſo grave the baſe, 
Melodious muſic fills the place. 


SECT. IL 
Earth deſpicable, heaven deferable. 


Here's nothing round the ſpacious earth 
To ſuit my vaſt deſires; 


To more refin'd ang ſolid mirth 
My boundleſs thought aſpires. 


Fain would I leave this mournful place, 
This muſic dull, where none 

But heavy notes have any grace, 
And mirth accents the moan : 


Where troubles tread upon reliefs, 
New woes with older blend ; 


Where rolling ſtorms and circling griefs 
Run round without an end: 


Where waters wreſtling with the ſtones, 
Do fight themſelves to foam, 

And hollow clouds with thund'ring groans 
Diſcharge their pregnant womb : 


Where eagles mounting meet with rubs \ 
That daſh them from the iky; 

And ceders, ſhrinking into ow, 
In ruin proſtrate lie: 
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Where ſin the author of turmoils, 
The cauſe of death and Hell, 
The one thing foul that all things foils, 
Does moſt befriended dwell, 


The purchaſer of night and woe, 
The forfeiture of day, 

The debt that ev'ry man did owe, 
But only God could pay. s 


Bewitching ill, indors'd with hope, 
Subſcribed with deſpait: 

Ugly in death when eyes are ope, 
Though liſe may paint it fair. 


Small wonder that 1 droop alone 
In ſuch a doleful place; 
When lo, my deareſt friend is gone, 


My Father hides his face. 


And though in words I ſeem to ſhow 
Ihe fawning poet's ſtile, 
Yet is my plaint no ſeigned woe; 
1 hanguiſh in exile. | 


I long to ſhare the happineſs 
Of that triumphant throng, 
That ſwim in ſeas of boundleſs blifs 


Eternity along. 


When but in drops here by the way 
Free love diſtils itfclf, 

I pour contempt on hills of prey, 
And heaps of worldly pelf. 


To be amidit my little joys, 

Thrones, ſceptres, crowns, and kings, 
Are nothing elſe but little toys, 

And deſpicable things. 


Down with diſdain earth's pomp I thruſt, 
Bid tempting wealth 2waz ; 
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Heav'n is net made of yellow duft, 
Nor blifs of glitt ring clay. 


Sweet was the hour I freedom felt 

Io call my Jeſus mine; 

To ſee his ſmiling face, and melt 
In pleaſures all divine, 


Let fools an beavn of ſhades purſue, 
But I for ſubſtance am: 

The h:av'n I ſeek is ibeneſi to, 

And ven of the Lamb: 
The worthy Lamb with glory crown'd 

In his auguſt abode; | 

Inthron'd ſublime, and deck'd around 
With all the pomp of God. 


I long to join the faints above, 
Who, erown'd with glorious bays, 
Through radiant files x. angels move, 
And rival them ia praiſe : 
In praife to J A H, the God of love, 
The fair incarnate Son, 238 
The holy co- eternal Dove, 
The good, the great Three - one. 
In hope to ſing without a ſob, 
The anthem ever new, 
I gladly bid the duſty globe, 
And vain dcdlighes, Adieu. 
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